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xLLUSTRATIOXS 

Tiu-  wc    A  .seoiiied  liorrihly  (;uii'l  all 

^^  once " Frontispiece 

FACINC. 
t'AOE 

When   she  reachod    her   mossy   landing' 

place,   she   dressed    leisurely "       .        \\l 

They  made  a  pretty  thorough   tour  of 

inspection " .'}10 

Land's  sakes.  dear!"  she  mnnaiK^d  to 
ejaculate  al  leii<:lli.  ••  What  iuis 
happened  ?'^ i}o(; 


IN  SKARCII  OF  AUCADV 


A 


RKFKRS     ro     -lARRIACiK 

\I)  which  of  llw^c  yoiiiiir  hidic^i  i^  ti>  hi-  iiiv 
wifi'.  'r()()l>,  my  drar?""  iiKjuircd  th<-  Marl 
<»f  ("haiiilKiytif,  k-aiiiii^' airaiii^l  the  slfamcr 
rail  and  ;.Mziiij,'  uv.t  th.-  >\vayiii^,'  iiia>>  of  hiiiiiaiiily 
wliich  uaitfd  Id  j^rc.-t   the  incoiiiiii^'  stcaiiitT. 

'I'hal  tnoiiitor  of  hi^  atl'airs,  !,ady  llylliary,  stroii;^' 
M'  her  i-o>iliuM  as  hi>  marital  ^Miidc,  rose  to  the  .somr- 
uhat  diHiciill  octasioii.  and  jjointnl  without  hesitation 
lo  wlure  a  hir^'e  hlack-plunied  hat  stood  out  -.on- 
spifuously  amongst  the  spring  fim.y  on  the  dock. 

"She  is  probably  not  far  from  tliat  black  hat." 
she  replied.  "There  is  only  one  Wv>man  in  fhc  city 
of  New  Vorl:  who  c«ju!(l  manage  to  keep  the  croud 
from  rubbing  shoulders  with  her,  and  that  is  my  >ist< 
Adele:  her  <lau.i,'!itcr.  dear  child,  is  probably  with  In 
J  should  say,  Cissy,  that  the  future  ( "ountess  of  C'iia 
l)oyue  is  the  girl  in  \)hik  who,  you  will  obx-rve,  i>  )!,,. 
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IN     >I;AI{(   II     Ol      .\|{(  Al)^ 

->nly  iMiM.ii  iiiMcIc  III,-  cliariii.Ml  cini.'  with   llic  blat'k 
hat;  l>iit  it  is  hanl  to  sec  from  luir  " 

■'Wh.il    li.al-    III.'   is   lliat    you    ,||oiil,|   l„-    sure   that 

thr  I  ur  HarlMtM  uill  haw  iiic."  laii.-;hr,|  ( 'hamhoyiif. 

■■|)..n't  uorry,  tny  d.'ar  l)oy.""  n>|,Ii,.,|  [,;u|y  llylliary. 

"II  >li.-  woii'l,  I  here  arc  pl.nly  ..f  rich  yoiiiii,'  woiiim 

here  who  uiH.      \,,\,  may  I.-avc  it  all  to  m.-." 

'IIk-   sllIl^lliIl.•   was  dazzlinir.     AM   ahout    tli.<rii   tlie 
Hii.ilirr  river  craff  sciittl»Mj  away  from  the  hu;,'.'  \-.'S.sd 
US  slif  wa>  gra.liially  coaxed  (o  her  mooriii>;s,  S(iiicak- 
iu^'  th.'ir  ^Tc.-lin-s  as  Hi<>y  ||,-.|.     All  white  arose  the 
lowers    of    Maiihatt.in,    wliite    were     the     wreaths    .>f 
MMoke    they    setil    aloft     -pretty    counterfeits    of   the 
llcecy  masses  scattered  across  the  sky's  vivid  expanse; 
white-flecked    litth'    waves    hroke  on    the   river   ti.!-. 
:i;id   above   tliem,   like   truant    foairi   crests,   s\vei)t   the 
myriad    hroad-winged    gulU    of    th<'    harl.our;    while 
within   the  cav.Tiious  ^'l.-om  <,f    the    .lock  welcoming 
liaii(lk(>rchief>   flickered   and   flan-d   aiiove   the   crowd, 
like  little  tongues  of  white  flame.     The  air  was  sweet 
and    l.racin-.    and    llie    atmosphere    quick    with    the 
energy  whicli  .spurs  us  to  ha^ti'. 

A>  the  vessel,  with  a  roaring  and  churning,'  of  waters, 
swunj:   a!onj.;>ide    the   dock,    obliterating   its   crowded 

i  +  l 


i{i;iri{>    i<>    MAKiJiAt.i. 

inlciior  uiid  |Hvs»-iitiiiR  to  the  fwd  ii]i(iii  tin'  |)r<>iiiciiii<l»" 
cirfk  itiily  the  <lilll.  slanting  luxf.  thr  <ail  iiullcd  omI 
lii-i  watch  aii<l  gave  a  wliislU-  a.--  lif  iiotid  llif  liiiic. 

"Hy  .love!"  he  cxclainicd.  "I  Nlmll  im-mi-  Ik-  aiilf 
Id  cilcli  tliil  train  —  till'  IJtrk-liirc  lAi>n'-;s,  Sam 
callftl  it.  1  lliiiik  iiiilcys  I'm  al)lo  lu  ru.^li  ol\  at 
oiitr.  " 

■'Voii  uon'l  111-  alilf  to,"  n'^|)oii(l"(|  l.aily  llylliary, 
ulin  \va^  familiar  witli  tlic  American  (•ii>1(>m-lion«.t'. 
■"Ami  1  (loiTl  waiitvou  to  rush  ri^lil  otF,  citlicr,  l)cl'urf 
yoii  liavi-  met    iiiv  --i->trr  and  lirr  danuIittT." 

"Hut,  'I'oot-.  I  can  do  lliat  \\li"n  I  ;j:ct  hack  from 
Sam's. "  olijcctfd  llu-  carl.  "Surely  you  can  mana;:c 
to  keep  .Mi-->  (  iiiclie-ter  safely  for  me  jusl  tlie.M'  few- 
days  wliile  I'm  away-'"' 

"Dare  s.iy  |  can."  she  answered  him,  "1)UL  I  do 
lliink  il"^  a  miisance.  your  running  off  like  this." 

"It's  kecpini;-  an  old  coiniJact,"  he  told  her  seriously, 
"(io  to  him  at  onctM>n  landing,  you  know;  I  promised 
the  de.ir  ol<l  lioy   I   would." 

"It's  an  absurd  promise  to  have  n)a<le,"  declareil 
i.idy  Hylliary,  "and  a  ridiculous  one  to  keep;  hut  if 
you  are  ipiite  determined,  why  we  had  better  plnm^e 
into    the    crowd    at     once.     Only     promise     to     wait 

t.il 
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'>'•     AH(.U)v 

y    >i-st-r    an.J     ,„y     niec- 


it    moni.ni     and    uit-.  t 
JiurliiuM." 

l«-HAf(l  at  his  watrl,  a-aiii. 

"Come  along,"  she  cri.-.l    ",„•  ,1. 

f  *'""•      "1    t'lose  reporters  wil) 

redisctner  us!' 

,/;;:' 'r™;' '■■>■  ^'^'" '•■"-'■■^v  i-c,,  the ,,,,.,,, 

'""'■"'■-  "I-  -r»  l.c-iuB  n.„i,ll.v  ,.„„„.,,  „„ „, 

""■"■"■'■""  S"";"™.v„.    ■.,||„_.,|„^.|, 

]'r '"" "' "'"' '"'"""  K"--"  tiH  ,„  .„„f„s , 

T""'    ""■  '■"'"■^  '"  ""■  ■-■'■'-■  vinnlly  „f  ,1,.,    .,„,,. 

;r: ';'"'' ''^''' "'''"'■' •'"■•^- ^■-- 

^ '"'■""!"" -'-""«"■« -vitel,  welcme  U. 

';'"»■'";"''->*- II,,,.  ....„  I.,,,..  ,„„„„„„,  ,,^,^. 

'•'"-';- "--I  a„,l  .,„.„,.,,.  „„,,,,,,,,„       .,.,_.; 

- ';  ■•"•«'■■  ^'.la  ..(■ .  /.„„in,„  ,,„  u,-,„„,  ,„..  ,„ii„.. 

"'"' V"',™'"'"'  ""■  """"■"*"  ""'''■"  '"•■"  «".""" 

■'I  ■",<>■  :,[„!  Ii,'iiilr<i,l,iiji.,|." 
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RKFERS     lO     MARRIACE 

"TooU.  my  (ii'iir,  1  ca/i't!"  insisted  llu-  t.irl.  "riJ 
liavc  to  I'H'k  ;ilU'r  my  lu<,'guge  und  Uiinji:s,  you  know." 

'•Kill.  ('i~-y."  licf^iui  Lucly  Ilylliary. 

"Your  maiii  can  do  for  you.  l)Ut  I've  to  do  for 
fjiyself."  lie  replieil  ill  ea^-er  apology,  "and  I  must 
posit i\rly  gel  my  liags  at  oiiee  OF  I  shall  lose  my 
train  -g(M)d-l)yo;  forgive  me,  hut  1  must  run.  \'ou'II 
he  all  riiilit  now,  wont  you!'"" 

And  before  she  coukl  expostulate  further  he  wa.^ 
gone,  the  iictwd  di\i(ling  tliem  in>tanlly  like  a  [)air  of 
straws  on  a  ■^Ireain. 

From  a  distance  he  saw  Lady  Ilylliary  greeted 
with  warmth  l)y  a  handsome  woman  of  middle  age 
who  kissed  her  effusively  <m  hoth  cheeks;  .md  by  a 
very  })retty  girl  —  a  wonderful  vision  in  pink,  with  a 
lace-trinnned  hat,  beneath  which  shone  a  mass  of 
smootli,  golden  hair  and  a  well-set  j)air  of  placid  blue 
eyes.  Her  slender  hands  fluttered  cnit  toward  Lady 
Ilylliary  for  an  instant,  and  tluii  fluttered  back  to  a 
straying  veil  of  chiffon,  also  pink.  The  earl  nntrnuired 
something  regn-lful  about  his  hasty  retnvit,  wondered 
if  lie  could  fnanage  to  get  back  to  Toots  before  she 
h-fl  uilli  her  p(Mt{»Ie.  and  th(>n  his  attention  was 
al)>orbe(l  by  a  brass-but  toiied  official,  to  the  temporary 
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•■V'-liKi.iii  .,f  I'vorj-tliiim  (•!<(■      v   J,„„ 

;"•  ^''"""'"J"'-  P-V..I  l,i,„<df  .  „„„..,.„,„„, 

'inuus.     A  brass  h.,n,l  su.ldrnlv  fiII,,J  ,}„> 

2-  ™.Miwo... ,.,,,,, ,■„,„;;,:; 

Ofosscl    un„H-n    form..,i    i„t„   a    nhJ,,,,.     „,   • 

:  7-^':" ■^' "■- "-^'H  ^-' „n,..„K,  „,„,:: 

"■'-'"■''" '>''^''  »l'»"ri.l.o„  l,v  IPs  l,«lv  „,  1    , 

:':-"""—' ^^».-i^.:..-eu ;;:!:;;:: 

*"     women's  nVhfs."  ^' i-c-iea 

Mr.  Cl,icl„.„.  „,,  ,„,.,„  ^,^„,,.  ^^ 

An.)  ...y  1,„„,|,,„  p,„i„,  ,„  „,„        -^"••'■^ 

merciful  ,,,,.„,  ,„.,„^,.  ,  ,..-,.  rf,„.„,, 

A"'l  -.wI„lo  Lady  I,,v„„,,.  „„.  ,„,„_,,,, 
•  '""r.ns  .Kl.Ts  in  „pp„..i..,,  „, „,,„,„,„„■' 
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giuidy,  sluti'y  i)iirlour  cur  (ciititletl  "Mozart."  for 
sonic  unknown  reason),  where  ji  grinning  coloured 
porlcr  sccincd  Iient  ujjon  i)roving  a  lifelong  devotion 
to  him.  Tlierc  was  a  grinding  and  screaming  of  steel 
upon  steel,  the  train  shed  l.egan  to  slip  hack,  and  he 
was  oif  iipnn  his  l()ng-j)roniised  visit  to  his  best-lovc(l 
friend,  Samuel  I'rescott. 

For  a  while  he  looked  <»ut  of  the  window.  Imt  .soon 
tired  of  the  >ncces>ion  of  untidy  back  yards  of  cheap 
flweUiiiL;-..  aTid  the  reading  of  advice,  painted  in  huge 
IcttiT-  ui)on  proportionate  sign-hoards,  to  use  Soandso's 
tyi'cwritcr.  or  Someone's  fly  screens;  and  .so  turned 
his  attention  to  the  inner  visicm  of  that  delicately 
tint)  d  ;_'irl  in  pink. 

lie  examined  lier  critically,  recalling  the  golden  hair. 
the  i-.'d  mouth,  the  large  blue  eyes,  and  the  .shy  flutter 
of  her  timid  liand.  She  was  pretty,  certainly  —  much 
more  >o  than  he  had  expected.  She  might  even  be 
called  goo(i  form.  A  trifle  insipid,  perhaps,  but  grace- 
ful and  possessed  of  a  certain  sweet  dignity  that  pleased 
him.     Then,    of    course,    she    was    rich  the 

Chiche^tcrs  were  rich,  and  he  was  poor. 

That  tyjx-  of  girl  was  scarcely  the  sort  which  flared 
up  al   one.  he  nmsed,   no  mattiT  what  weut  aiuiss  — 
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■■""'""'   ""^  ''■'■"'•-  I"-""  N'Muv „,.,,„, 

4     r  '^'"'i''    women  (W    m.v 

-H,  for.   Ihond.    very  youn..„H...,H  w.  , 

'lunlcr  of  wil,]  |,,..,vt  II,  "".-,'ily 

r   '  ' '■"■''•' ™""-'f'-iw-!i,....,,i„M „,,„„„. 

— -  i„  „,..  ,MVi,.„  J,,,,, ,„    „,,,  " 

'I']  f  ,  "111  i,l\  ;|,s. 

J  ,  •        " '' '^"^ -''"■  ^^oiili    iH-oliahlv- 

fjecoinc  hravy  iuli,n      '..  f,.l,  in.hahh 

havliii;  a  projHT  di 
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r^""/'':''^       '•''''--'-'-'•••  those  e.„...,,,__ 

V...iKMVasveryaltrac.,iv.>,an.lh..,suvllpleas.i. 
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;,,,,!  vcl  -lie  looked  -o  yoiiii^  and  -M-cnHvi  m)  iin- 
snj)liisticat<^(l,  so  uiisuspeclingi  Tlir  matriiiuTiijil 
.sc'liriiio  V. Iiicli  Lady  llylliary  luul  implanted  iti  Ins 
head.  ini|i!iealin^'  llii>  ])retty  niece  of  hers.  Harhani 
( 'hielu-iir.  made  him  \  ai^nely  unea>y,  and  he  s((uirmed 
in  lii>  chair  a>  Ihoiigli  he  had  -uddeniy  di'^covored 
;t  lark  ill  it-  lu^hioned  depths.  '|'hc  thought  wliieh  so 
atVeeted  him  was  nnfornndated,  Unt  it  was  im])leasant, 
and  -o  lie  di'inisx-d  it,  as  he  wa>  in  'he  haliit  of  doing 
with  an>  Miimi'  which  l)ored  or  tronhled  iiim. 

.\  Lively  paiioraina  was  Hasjiiiiif  hy.  (ioiic  were 
llie  siuiii-i'oard-..  irone  the  tenements  ami  iiictures  of 
crude  hum.inily,  me  the  suburbs  and  the  desolate, 
desecrating,  trolley  line<;  and  in  their  stead  ai)pi'ared 
Uiccrowdinji'  hill>  au<l  narrow  valleys  of  Herksliiro,  ver- 
dant '>f  field  and  fieuerous  of  forest  —  a  land  of  [)rom- 
ise  and  of  rest.  He  leaned  back  with  a  si^jh  of  relief. 
Here  in  the  heart  of  the  hills  he  would  surely  find 
respit*'  before  liendiiiL'  his  enerf^itv-  to  the  jj;eiille  but  not 
too  welcome  fa>k  before  him.  Still,  she  was 

lovely,  very  lovely,  with  her  pale-^old  hair. 

With  a  sfart  he  realized  that  it  had  jzroun  dark, 
and  the  conductor  was  calling  his  .-^tation.  Scrambling 
to  his  feet,  he  engaged  in  a  strugg'o  with  a  quantity 
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••f  I'an.l  li.-fvap-,  „f  which  the  .•vrr-na.iy  roluufd 
J'ortcr  >,,.,„  disburdened  hi.n,  ai.-l  in  u.h.Hkt  rM.,nienl 
he  uas  standing  upon  ih.-  plat  form  ol'  a  dinuy  little 
^Inliun.  when-,  innn  some  dark  region  al.ove  a  suing- 
ing  lantern,  he  heard  I're^cutt's  voice  shouting  an 
uproarious  greeting. 
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SAMll-l.  I'lJKSCOri  was  tlio  one  man  whom, 
lrt)!U  a  liuniirt'd.  unc  would  have  'hci'ii  It'a^l 
likrly  to  i)i('k  out  as  an  intimak-  friend  of 
(  iril  lMl/-WiI!ianis.  The  youn^f  earl  wa-^  slalwarl. 
at]ik'ti(  .  foiidir  of  using  Iiis  nni-cKvs  than  his  hraiii-; 
an  aristocrat  aiMong  aristocrat.^,  kind-liearled,  l>ul 
muinlaininu;  a  distinct  aloofness  toward  his  .social 
inferior^  which  was  not  snohl)ishness,  hut  an  inborn 
pride  of  j)o^it  ion  and  the  inlierited  huhil  of  command- 
ing, lie  was  an  ahsohitely  conventional  person,  bred 
from  a  loiiii  luie  of  conventional  anecsitor.s  in  conven- 
tional .>urr()undings. 

Prescott,  on  the  other  hand,  was  a  narrow-chestetl, 
hatchet -laced  scholar,  with  stroTig  socialistic  ten- 
dencies, and  scarcely  a  j)enny  to  his  name.  ( lH)r  which 
luck  he  atoned  by  fornuilating  a  wealth  of  schemes  for 
the  benevolence  of  mankind,  and  several  moat  extra- 
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'"■^  "i'  ''!■>!  III. iilirif: 

,,     ,      ,     ,  '"  •'"^t    •""!    '-'('i..!   .nra.un.    t,. 

'^^'"'''"'"""••"'■""•'■'••  — •'      n,.)..„h..v.rKras„o,| 

••-'MIm.  rmlinu-in.  of  ,.nrk..|.  at  uhiH,  (V,.il  ,.,.,. I!..,|- 
^•;"";    •-"-   =^h.ur.l;   .n.l    .,„.,i,|,.,...,,    .,    .,,    „.,,.,^; 

"1     slaughtering'    ,.,„„.,...,,  in,'     .touso.     ff,.     ^-.s     -. 

-o„,IyearalOxf..n,  AI,),.„„Im1„,v  F...!,,,,,,,,,:  „,.. 
7"-  -•"•-'••  IJall-l.  ir.  tl-  natural. ....P..  .,•,,,„,. 
";y  WouM    p,.oI.aMy    n..v,.rl,ave    nn  ,.  ,>u  in.    I.,  t,,.- 

;•<•-'   -u    I  Wo, ,    dounu,,!,    In,    n,o,or....H..   pi.,,,;, 

liiin  (l()\\ri   a^aiii. 

AinH.n,on,..,.t,(VnIU..,n,l,..,,,..,,i,,,,,i^,^^.,,,,, 
-lM'nll..Iov..,-,n.,,v.|,i.  ,innnl.    .I.nMin.ot!,. 

"n,VM...,,M,..,„,  i,  ^,^^^^^,^.,,,,^,,,,^       !li.  ..vosuor. 

;f<-l-.'lins,roaln,usn.lar!..n,,I,orf....i;i...kH 
'"  f'--varm  sunshine,  ulnl,.  I,HI.,.  ,..),.,!,;  f„„i,.^, 

'-".  <.n.is  rnon.rs  voic.  as  IV. ,„,,,,,,„,  f,, 

''-''''-I-JfhlinK«.h.nvni,.k,..lit..vasforan,.,nto 
possess  an  nu-ome  for  ul,i,.|,  Ur  ,111  „,.!  uork.  ,.,„pha- 
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•;i/.in;?  liLs  ix-riods  with  jjreal  om-rj^y  imd  ^moa  iiii,'  iii"i.' 
aiiil  iiiifif  impassicnuMi  as  he  wariiu-ii  to  liis  f;ivoiiiilt: 

lIl'.UK'. 

The  earl,  (lclicu)U.>ly  cuii-^cion^  <•!  tin'  -i)rint:,  did  not 
lu>.ir  a  word  thai  his  fri<M\d  ^aid.  Ind.^cil,  lliou-h  lie 
liad  hi-ard  this  i)arti<-ii!;ir  tirad<-  i.t'.<-ii.  Iir  liad  iH\.r 
roally  grasped  tliect)iili\t  <>t'  it :  he  \\as;d\va\  -  loo  iimcli 
alisorbcd  hy  tho  l)aiij<»  twaiiti  in  wliidi  it  wa-  n-citcd 
Occasionally  he  interjected  an  "  I  ■-ay.  old  U'\\<>\\,  uliat 
roll"'  at  hazard,  to  which  I'rescolt,  lakiii^^  it  as  th'- 
c«»n  of  the  arj.Miinent.  woulil  make  a  fcrvciil  r.  pl\ . 
lH)l>lering  h's  tlieories  uilli  much  \ii.'oiir  and  Ionic. 

"And  .so,  my  dear  fellow,  yoii  eaiinol  jiisilfy  voni 
existence  from  any  standpoint  I"  IVe^colt  ua.s  con- 
eliidiiifr  I'V  way  .tf  peroration.  '".V  man  who  ii\e-.  on 
an  inherited  c.ipilu!,  howevt  r  >mall,  is  a  par;i-itc. 
.sappinj:  tlic  <nerj;ies  of  the  nation  ami  ^iviii^  not  him; 
in  return.  1.  witli  my  market  uarden  over  tiicrc. 
hy  intensive  cultivation  —  Sy  exactimf  from  tialnrr 
the  fullest  portion  .,f  her  ^ifts  —  am  of  more  vahie  to 
my  community  than  you,  for  all  your  so-called  "jiosi- 
tiun.'  are  I.  yours.  \t  lea.st  1  offer  my  customer- 
>j;<M)d  ve.  'tal»le>  for  a  fair  price!  ^\hat,  pray,  do  yi)U 
offer  to  your  fellow  eitizens?" 
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stretclir,!   l,i,n.,.If  lii\,iri,,i,s|y. 

■''  ""■•■'i<lnf  ;,  f.r...|i^'io„sya\vn. 

■■'""''^'"•^"•■■'■^'■I^'i' ll'rr.n.tt:,:rl,,,.t.      -Wlu 

.tsexha„sti„.!     WI.v  .l.,,,"!  voimv.,,  umIII  I,,,,.,  vj,",, 
the  sun  gets  <l,.ua..|iltl...^     'f-nly  thr...-  orlork.- 

"^  "'■"'■  '"i'^xiMU-.-n.pI.V.i  hi,  ,,,,■,.,„, 

■■'  ''"•^"'  '■'"  ""'  'Invinu  ynu  .way  u,tl,  ,„v  m- 
^umcnl,-  .ai.l  S.,,,,,.  I.  -J  ,,,,  ,.,.,  ,,„j  ,^„,^,.  ^^^ 
f<>nip!cl<' a  victory  us  that." 

••  What  n.tr.,M,h..„,,;"ir>„.,  that,  of  <.our.e 

''-•'•''''-■-  I  '-v.- ...tt.,  I...  .,,-,,,,,Uy--to.MH.n-ou 

'•"■■'-l---an,irv..to,nak..„,,,„yn>nul;,l..,ut.Mn..- 

!.'"''"  '"■'"'•"   '  -'*•     ^"   '■''  -   i'l"a  IM  just   Iran,,  a 
'"f'''-^^l'il--l<li.lal,it  ofthi„ki„o,- 

•■<-in;.--.Ml,.un,.,||',vcotlh,aloru.of.kvp,|is- 
uiay.     '•nhy.you-u..„lyjn.ln.„,.!     Vou  hav.  onlv 

-nhen-,hr..,!ay..n.ln,nvyo,Ualkori,..vin,u: 
\Miat  s  up.  old  mail.-" 

"Wdl.youMvl-voasorf  of  .arrangement  to- well, 
to  get  iiiarricl.  you  see.  so " 

"Married?"  yelk-.J  Preseotf,  springing  to  his  feet  in 
puuyaku-,,..     "To  whom,  may  I  ask;-     Since  when?" 
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'■'I'lisli,  fii>li,  Sammy,  Kc  (|iiiit,""  Mlnioi.i-lnvi  [\\>- 
carl.  "'I  iIdm'I  af  all  know  to  wliom,  as  yet;  l)Ul  my 
cousin,  Janet  Ilylliary,  is  K'"'"Ji  *"  i»rrani,'e  if,  if  •-lie 
••an,  in  >iicU  a  way  that  I  shall  he  (>l»lii^e<l  t<>  make  as 
lilfic  clVorl  as  possihie;  some  nice,  ridi,  and  aiiiiiitious 
1,'irl,  you  know." 

Prc.scolt  •lro[)j)c(l  hack  into  his  seat  with  a  groan. 

"Good  Lord!  F  didn't  think  it  of  yon.  Cissy,"  lie 
moaned:  "to  pnl  vum-i'll'  up  at  aiiflion  like  any 
rotlcii-lilicd  I'linMi^iicrl  To  >eil  your-clt  like  a  silly 
woman  ulio  ha>  to  marry  tor  a  liotnel  It".-  immor.d. 
man!     It's  iimnorall" 

(  liamhoyne  Io()k<'(|   much   (^i^l  reused. 

"That's  rallicr  llic  way  I  fed  my-^rlf,  "  he  ri^plicd 
tinea>ily,  as  U'^ual  all■^o^llill^  tlic  t'ldimr  hut  not  tlic 
words  of  Preseott's  ■speech.  "So,  yon  >cc,  I've  jolly 
well  <:ot  to  think  it  ail  out  carefully.  Of  cuiir-c,  llicic's 
the  c-tates  and  the  town  house  to  think  of,  and  kcej)- 
iii^  them  up,  and  not  let  tint;  the  title  grow  too  .shahhy, 
and  all  that.  C'ats'l  say  that  I  .see  any  way  out  of  it 
except  ui:irryin'  money.  Same  time,  as  you  say,  it 
isn't  an  awfully  pleasant  thing  to  liave  to  do." 

"Pleasant  I"  said  Pr"scott  weakly.  "If  your  only 
ohjeetion   to  the  -ituation   i>  the  fear  if  heing  bored, 
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'  """'^^•'■"''^""""'■'•'al-al.,nKuaII:an.|>uva(  it 
'""  "'■  >'"'■  '••■•''"J>s  y..u  will  tiM-,.  |„.  ..1,1,.  ,.,  .,,. 
'•ll.crn.HM.n.|-..rn..l,|oinKi,.  As  lorMo:,,^  l.,-,Morru., 
yon  .n,.y  ^ro  as  s„.,„  .,s  yr...  ch(M..sc  if  y„u  dci.k.  to 
.in.lerlakr  .u.y  m..  I,  ,,.,,1.  I,usi,u.,s.s  as  marrying  in  roM 
'''"'"'  ''"•  I""r.-Iy  (iriaiici.il  n-asons!" 

'•'li-  M-'k.r  nHlhercl  n,,  lu\  Looks  and  papers 
will.  vrhruH'urr  an.l  ..fruttnl  i„|o  ihc  house,  closing 
"'•'•I'XT  after  him  with  a  bang. 

'  !"■  c-arl  gaze,!  after  his  irate  host  wilh  anUi  as- 
lo..ish,.H.,a,a„.|  uo,„l,  rr,|  what  the  .ieucclhe  row  was 

^''"""-  ''■''•■"'"■  '-1^  -ir  1)!-^  .ap.  Iooke.i  at  it  fix-e,llv 
f«'r  a  n.ouKM.t,  re,,laee.l  it  o,>  hi.  curly  re.l  h,-ad.  put 
I'i^  ^valki„g  .ti.k  „„.!,.,  hi.  am,,  thrust  his  thun.lw 
'lirough  tl...  I„.l,  .,•  his  jaekel  again,  ar..!  .au.,tere.l 
through  II-    giUe  ard  down  the  road. 

Although  it  was  only  (h,.  (i,.,  ,vr,-k  of  .June,  the 
<kv  ^^a.  hot  a>  .ui.|s,nnn...r  and  l!,,.  atmosphere 
daneed  with  a  heat  as  Heree  and  j)enetruting  as  that 
of  July.  All  t  he  young  green  things  seemed  to  expand 
and  grow  before  hi.  very  eyes,  yielding  themselves 
«'>  the  magie  spell  of  ,.arly  sninnn  r  In  tl„.  ihi,.K„i. 
't-  i.ah-  fl  une  ..f  tl„.  I.ri.r-rose  showed  here  and  there. 
•'•'■i'    "'l'">'    I'io.som,    le..    familiar    to    Hnglish    eyes' 
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Oil  uiif  li.iiul  ^'rt'at  ruck-strewn  pastun-'  slanted 
upward  to  the  liill  itcsI,  ukI,  nn  llic  «itli<T,  hioad 
iiH'iulow  lanih,  j,'ro«ii  ami  -iiidutli  ami  ^tinMi-ii  nilli  a 
million  yellow  ><lai-.  iollnl  down  into  tlir  valley,  which 
was  <livi(le(l  in  tin-  icutrr  l)y  a  willr.w-friiii'cd  river. 
Hrown  he(Jj?en)ws,  delieafely  brushed  with  ),'reen. 
>eparale<l  field  from  lirld,  uitli  lilov-om-powdcn  d. 
^K'lnler,  wild  cherry  trees  breaking  the  level  lioiimlaiA 
here  and  there.  Now  he  passed  a  newly  Inrm  I  tield, 
red  I'roiii  the  Iiarrow;  af^'ain.  om-  minted  over  with  the 
foamy  j^reen  of  ,i  yonn^?  crop,  and  'erdinelled  in  (he 
middle  hy  an  e\(|nisilely  symmetried  elm.  Then 
a;,'ain  past  daid-v,  In-h  unadows  ulh-re  >leek  cattle 
waded  dee[)  in  I  lie  lidi  j^rasses;  then  an  orelianl,  laden 
with  p.-onii-e  of  aliundunt  har\('>t;  then  more  broad 
(ielils  with  their  loiiejy  elm  trees.  S(jiiare  white 
houses,  t'.i^ked  under  the  le«"  of  the  hilU,  nestled  cosily 
into  the  landscape  wliieli  they  (ilted  so  well;  crops 
were  sown  with  a  lavish  disregard  of  space  economy. 
Here  the  amjjlc  bosom  of  nature  had  room  to  spare 
for  ;dl  her  <'liildre?i,  and  her  j:oodness  to  theuj  was 
unstititing.  So  went  the  panorama  —  always  ilie 
-ame,  always  new  —  in  a  re[)etition  which  was  never 
monotunous.     It    seemed    to   Cecil    rather  like  VVur- 


J 


IN    >i:ai{('h    ()i    .\u(\\)\ 

wieksliirc,  grown  to  ainiost  tiiil)i'lic\al)li-  proporlioiis. 
iiixl  a  little  raggf'd  id  the  I'clgvs. 

The  (iirccliop  which  he  had  taken  l.-d  aw;iy  Iroiu  the 
region  of  fine  country  estates  and  t';ishiuiiiil)le  cottages, 
toward  that  section  to  which  the  railroad  had  not  yet 
penetrated,  and  wliich,  save  for  a  >eore  of  tiny  vil- 
lages and  an  occasional  farm,  was  almost  uninhahiled. 
The  rough-edged,  sandy  roads  were  there,  hut  tlie 
travellers  upon  them  few  and  Jnfre(iuenl,  and  tlie 
automobile —  ilial  >eenic  vandal  —  a  thing  unknown. 
The  walk  wiis  invigorating,  and,  shaking  oiV  his  recent 
depression,  Cecil  became  absorbed  in  his  surroundings 
to  the  entire  exclusion  of  Miss  Barbara  Chichester  <>r 
any  other  possible  Countess  Chamboyne. 

A  few  straggling  i)uilding.s  bespoke  the  approach 
to  a  villag<%  and  presenlly  he  j)a»r(l  .iloug  .u,  irregular 
street,  lined  witli  (lu.vr,  xiuat  littlf  uliite  houses  with 
high  pointed  roofs,  which  ouglit  to  have  been  ugly 
but  somehow  were  not  so  at  all.  At  the  end  of  this 
crooked  street  he  came  upon  a  green  surrounded  by  a 
whitcwashecl  rad  fence.  In  this  enclosure  an  incon- 
gruous-looking group  of  men  and  i,oys  were  playing 
whiil  he  knew  to  be  baseball.  The  entire  pof)ulation 
seemed  gathered   to  watch   the  game,  or  i)arlicipate 
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in  it,  and  even  the  one  shop  which  tlu-  place  boa,led 
.toua  open  and  deserted  while  the  proprietor  pitched 

for  the  home  team. 

Nut  understanding  the  gaun:  nor  earing  U>  y>m  the 
ennvd  upon  the  fence,  Chamboyne  passed  ..n  thn.utili 
(he  village,  crossed  a  little  wooden  bridge,  and  struck 
„ut  along  a  narrow  road  which  led  beside  a  purling 
rivulet.  Gnarled  and  stunted  faggot  willows  lined 
it>  course,  and  once  his  trained  sportsman's  eye  caught 
tlu-  gleam  of  a  leaping  trout.  On  and  on  he  walked, 
following  the  lure  of  the  unknown  road. 

It  was  a  winding  way,  twisting  along  the  base  of 

the  hills  for  several  miles,  and  then,  after  a  gentle 

up-grade,   running    :dong    a  narrow  ledge  a   hundred 

f.-el  or  so  above  the  valley.     Here  stalwart  pine  trees 

overarched,  almost  shutting  out  the  sun,  and  casting 

:i  („ol.  b.own  shade  that  fell  gratefully  upon  the  eyes 

af!.r  the  white  glare  of  the  sandy  stretch  ju^t  pa^se.l. 

15y  this  time  he  had  covered  a  considerable  distance, 

l)ul  still  the  bewitching  road  seemed  to  beckon  him, 

and  he  followed. 

.lu^t  beyond  the  pine  grove  the  road  broadened 
where  a  rill  rushed  down  the  upper  bank  into  a  moss- 
grown  trough;  and  here,  in  the  shade  -  f  a  storm-beaten 
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oak,  (\.cil  .at  .I<.un  to  n-.t,  fir.t  pUuv^U,.  |,i,  (,,^^  f„, 
an  instunt   in(„  tlu-  |i,npi,l.  l,„hl,li„o   waU-r. 

Tl.r  lioal  was  intense,  ami   tl„.  .Ih-w.-  uas  „f  that 
pre«,>anl  sort  u-hid.  ,)mxMK's  a  su.unur  .torn,,  lUow^h 
Hs  yet    the  .•K>,ul,   I,a.i    nc.t    Ik-hu   I.,   -atlier.     As  L 
•sat  there.  ..lolionless,  hr  I,.t  his  ima.uii.ati.m  have  fn>e 
rein,   .•ntran,v,|     l.y     t!ir   miv^lr   lu-auty   „(   lh.-   plaee. 
its   ret.u.trnes.,    (he   >ylvan    loveliness   whieh    tna.le   il' 
seem  enehante.l.     [J,  |,,ii-  .,,,,,,„,)  t„  .,,  ,„,p,.,,,,^.^j 
t^inns  peepin-  at  hin.  frnn>  the  thiekel ;  and  when  an 
<''Talie  eotl.M.tail   rahl.jt    Murrie.l  aeross   (h.-  n.a.i,   he 
f'aneie.l   It    ua>  in   p„r>uil    of  M,n,e  elfin-pipi,,..     Th.. 
K!:.-n..,n-  of  the  ^ea.o,,,  „f  the  nKul.  nf  his  .,u„  .ireamy 
n'in.l.   was  earrying  hiui   out   of  hlrnsrlf.      IJ,.  ,vante<j 
t"    roam    ahout    irnle^nitely    in  th,s    hnpo.ssihly   fasei- 
'•■■■lin.i^r    oo.intry     (hat    heM   su.h    infinite   possihih-ties. 
Hr   trie,!   to  l.rin-  In's   thoughts   haek   to   tiiose  things 
""    ulmh  he    ha.i    eonu-    out    ..xpressly    to    medilati, 
•""    '""l*!   not:    and,    aft.r  a   rather     feeble  attempt. 
^^■'v<.    ,t     up  and   ahandone.]    himself  to    his    sprin/,'- 
heirottcti    faneies. 

"This  path  should  lead  to  some  enchanted  .spot," 
\n-  said  aloud.  "By  .Tove!  I  feel  in  the  n.ood  to  see 
;iny  sort  of  sorcery  or  fairy-craft!" 
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r,|;inci!ig  alwiiit,  lie  tlicti  noticfd  fi)r  the  fir-l  tiim- 
:i  sort  iif  roiiu'l),  [,'r;iss-f  .n  track  leading,'  up  tli<' 
hil!  ^idc  before  hiiti.  Of  ail  the  elianiiiiii,'  Ijv-roads 
he  had  sccti  thi-  looked  tlie  most  iinit  in;,',  and,  afier 
a  moinont's  hesitation,  lie  arose  and  he^^an  its  ;isc(    t. 

A>  he  elite.  <>d  the  frin.tic  of  a  little  wood  on  the 
j)lateaii  to  which  it  led.  he  sniffed  the  air  delieately, 
throwing  hack  hi>  handsome  head  like  a  high-bred 
horse,  and  then  novxding  it  with  conviction.  Yes, 
it  was  smoke  —  very  faint,  thougli  —  probably  a 
dying  camp  fire.  That  any  one  should  eaiiii)  out  in 
such  a  delightful  spot  did  not  surprise  him;  e'uriosity 
impelled  him  to  go  further,  and  he  made  his  way 
deeper  into  the  grove  in  th  direction  of  the  >moke. 
which  was  now  faintly  visible. 

The  .semi-cleared  .--paci^  into  which  he  emerge<l,  ami 
which  was  the  termimis  of  the  gra>s  road,  wa.-.  circled 
about  with  young  trees  and  saj.  jig-,  and  flecked  in 
an  umbrageous  pattern  by  the  yellow  sunlight  (WUt- 
ing  through  the  foliage.  Near  the  eiMitre  wa>  an  o.ik 
which  towered  above  its  neighbours,  and  beneath  this 
stood  ;i  little  two-wiieeled  carl  with  a  canvas  roof  ;ind 
rurtaiiH.  The  ■~haft<  of  this  odd  wagon  I■e■^1ed  on 
the   uroiitid.    lilting  the  body   to  an   aimic   which    ap- 
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f)eared    m..s  carious    f,.r   its   contents.     I|    «;,,   ,, 

-tninc"  lift  I,,  conveyamr,   with   its  yellow  body   a,,,! 
'■•■'1  uhr.-ls,  ami    its    white    roof,  ulii,!,  H,..    supporl- 
ini;    h.u.ps    of    iron  rihl,,.!    i„      the    seniMunee    of    a 
U^a.iti.-    .aterpillar.     Tlu-    eurtain    f!a,.    huntr    down 
loosely.     .\(.ar  t  he  wau'-.n  a  small  l.onlire  >nioked  feebly, 
Mnolhered  in  .lamp  leaves  to  pr,.s,.rve  i|   d„rin-  thr 
')uilder\«  ab.senee.  while  rlos,-  by  wen.  :,  few  cooking 
vessels  of  copper,  brightly   burnished,  and  a  blanket 
that  h.nl  beon  spread'  np-.n  ;).     lhi<.),.-t   to  dry.     Then 
temptation  f.-H  „,,on   tlr-  ,.ari.  an.i,  for  lla-  first   tim,- 
in    tii>  h-fr.    he  wisho.l    to   .t,,,!:  for.   nratiy  arran.-ed 
"F'""    ••    Hat    stone    that    ..food    eonvonienlly    for   the 
Pnrpos...   was  a  tea  .-addy,   sugar  in  a  eroc-k,  a   little 
JMj:  of  n.ilk,  biscuits  in  a  tin,  a  blue  eup  and  saueer  of 
l^n-K.^  proportions,   and  a   substantial  brown  er.then- 
v^are    teapot,    fat    and    comfortable    to    luhold.        \ 
copper  kctth-  filLd   with  fresh  water  stood   ready  to 
be  hutii,'  over  the  fire. 

'"'"''<■  ,leu<c:  This  follow  must  br  English!" 
oxelaimed  Cecil.  "What  lu.k.  stumbling  „pon  his 
place  just  at  this  time!     Hope  he  has  another  cup." 

He  eyed  the  .single  bit  of  china  wistfullv,  and  then 
remarked,  "Hello,  there!      Von!      Where  are  you '^'• 
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For  u  inomeiil  no  responsive  sound  broke  the  still- 
ness, and  then  he  heard  the  neigh  of  a  horse  in  some 
near-by  pastur(>.     Then  silencx-. 

"\  sny!  Any  one  here?"  the  earl  called  again. 

No  answer. 

"Wonder  wherr  the  l)lo()niing  chaps  pone."  he 
muttered.   '" Can't  be  far.  for  he  evidently  expects  to 

return  soon." 

Then  his  eye  fell  upon  an  almost  invisil)le  i)ath 
tlirough  the  underliru^h,  which  apparently  le<l  still 
farther  into  tiu-  wood  Determining  to  f"nd  his 
unconscious  host  and  at  all  hazards  procure  an  in- 
vitation to  tea.  he  -^et  off  along  this,  and  presently  was 
surprised  to  see  the  glint  of  water  between  the  tree 
trunk.-.  Pushing  ahead  eagerly,  in  another  moment 
he  found  himself  upon  the  shore  of  a  miniature  lake. 
After  a  single  glance,  he  stood  motionless,  fairly 
l)aralyzed  with  delight. 

lixjn  a  tall  black  rock  that  jutted  out  into  the  water 
sat  a  Dryad,  her  beautiful  inide  body  silhouetted 
against  the  dark  bank  behind  her.  She  was  tall,  and 
of  ex(iuisite  proportions,  with  lovely  slender  hands 
and  narrow  little  feet.  Her  heavy  blaek  hair  was 
wound  about  her  hiuall  head  in  massive  braids,  and 
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over  luT  c-ars  u.rc  clustcTs  of  la-  .io^wood  blos.o.ns 

^f.e  hd.l  num.  whit,  flowers  in  luT  haruls  and  ar,.un,| 
h(T  throat  uas  a  long  chain  of  scarh-t  l.-rrics  whic-h 
I'un^'  ,lown  between  her  firm  little  hreasts.  Ik-r  fac-e 
Has  as  elear  cut  as  a  cameo,  with  wide-set  eves  -uui 
^""-  -'i  lips.     She  was  deeply  al.orhe,!  in  dissecting 

'""■  "'    "'^'   ''"^^•^''•^'   ^"J  completely   ol.livious  of  her 
surronndings. 

re<-il  stood  roolcl  to  the  s,)ot.  an  eieelri,-  fire  plavin-' 
tiTongh  his  veins.  The  thick  tangle  of  gre.n  tldng^ 
concealed  him  effectively,  hut  he  was  ,,uite  unconscious 

■'i  fins,  or  of  anything.  H.  fact,  save  the  lovelv  picture 
•-fore  hin,.  The  heat  waves  .lanced  over  the  sunlit 
"<'"K  Hnd  the  tinkle  of  the  little  walerfall  whielMed 
■«  i^-Il  on  h:s  ears  like  tiny  chi.nes  from  a  nugic  helfry 
<-ven  rushes  and  other  water  plants  ,rew  in  the 
'"^Tgi"  at  his  feet,  and  deli.-ate  Indian  p.p.  -  ,,,, 
carnngs  of  some  woodlan.l  gnome;  l.ul   h.  saw  none 

"Hhem.  for.  at  the  base  of  the  great  rock,  the  water 
was  hmp.d  an,J  dee,;,  and  trembled  wh.Te  il  received 
tlH"  reflection  of  the  white  figure  abov,-  it. 

For  one  long,  unforgettable  mon.c.it  he  stood  gazing 
at  her.  Then  a  twig  snapped  beneath  his  feet  and 
-'II'  a  startled  gesture  the  Dryad  .prang  up,  glanced 
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wildly  alx.ut  witliout  -rnw^  him.  an. I  in  anctlin- 
instant  had  di>a,)|>rarcd.  ..iil.v  a  ih-atii^  ^pray  ,,f  uhilr 
l,l()>s(>ni>  l.rt  ravin-  thai  lirr  pn-s.-nc-  had  l.c-n  rcah 
The  M.iind  aUo  awoke  (Veil  to  the  reali/ati..n  that 
the  fiirl  liad  i)eei.  human,  and  with  the  hot  colour 
mouiilins  to  hi>  <-url,v   red   liair,   he  Uuued  al.ruptly 

and  lied. 

ll.df-way  down  the  gra.ss  road  he  i)aii>e<l  irresolutely, 
-iinieed  ha.'k  at  the  patch  of  woods,  snapped  his  fingers, 
.lid  "f)li.  damn!"  regretfully.  an<l  resumed  his  retreat. 
Tiie    road,  whieh    lia<l    heeii    so   short    .in.l   i)leasant 
on  hi-,  outward  journey,  now  ai)p'>ared  du>ty,  lon.-ly. 
.,nd  unaerouutahly  long.      He  seemed  to  have  come  a 
-reat  many  miles,  and  for  a  fad  he  had  walked  at  lea^t 
nine  or  ten   before  he  fell   upon  his  adventure.     His 
h.-ad  was  whirling  with  all  sorts  of  wild  dreams  and 
imaginings,  in  which  the  lady  of  the  little  pool  figured 
lari,'(>ly.     He  fell  like  some  young  Greek  g.id    baffled 
in  pursuit  of  a  water-sprite.     How  wonderful  she  was! 
What  a  -ool  ii-  had  been  to  run  ;i\\ay!     Vet,  of  course, 
tiiat  had  be -n  the  oidy  decent   thing  to  do.     Jove—! 
v.hat    re.l   Hi)-,   she  had  —  she   was   too  glorious     -  he 
tini.l    h;ive   dreamed   it   -such    things  don't   happen! 
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almost   heanJ   la-r   hroathr?     ih.t    if  she  w..   r.-d     i,' 

was  pretty  rotten  of  ln,„  t<.  ha  .V  |o,;k-.1  Hi  all.  al,  l„.u.|, 
•"•"•HMolIyghulhohad!      fla.l  sh..  .vn  hnu'^      .V, 

I.C  was  certain  shHKul  not;  her  alar,u  ha.l  l.,.c.n  g,.n..r  ,]' 
Dryads  were  easily  frightene<l.     J,  .tj,,  ,,,,„,,  ,,^,,.,j,^ 

possible  that  she  could  be  hun.an.  .1,..  .,.  .„  ,.,„•„; 

so   very   u Into  -  transparent,    aln,,..,.     s„dd.nlv   h,' 

--'n'>ered  the  ,ea  things  s.,  ..u,  on  ,h.  ,1a,   .i.,,,. 

""■    '^"-'^    "'in^-    and    the    vry    lar.c-    l.lne    ..„„       „.; 

slupiH-d   i,,   ,,,,.  road  and   .lap,H.d   hi     knee,   lan.hin, 
^^loud.     Oh.   ^es!   she   .„.   h,„.,,,    ,,„    ..,.,,„^,, . 

He  ha.l  b....n  ,rn.l,in.  along  for  ul.at  seen.ed  like 
Lours,  an.l  wa>  nearing  the  village  where  he  had  seen 

,  '"   '■■'"   ^""'"-    ^^•''""   *'"■  --"J-^  "f  an   approaching 
Wse  cause<l  hin,    ,..   ,„rn    around.     .Vnd    there    a.l 
vancin.   at    a    tren.endon>    rat.,    .a.   a    li„|,   ,;„;,, 
covered   .-art.   .Iraun    by   .    ....rdy   p..ny    .vi.h    broad 
'">'>rs    and    a    shaggy    eoat.      (Veil    flattened    Irm^.lf 

=..a.nst  the  rail  of  the  narrow  bridge  on  u-hieh  he  stood 

-'et.tpass.     On  it  ean,e.  the  brightly  painf,.d  wheels 

'-•nkhng    in    th.    late    sunlight.     Eagerlv    |„.    p,,,^ 

""""'■    "'^'    '"-"J^'^*'"^    '"'od.    and    uttenvl    a    broken 
'•M>laniation    of    dfli'd.l       TI„.        i 
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^'irl,  gypsy-chul  in  nuiny  tol<)ur>,  uiul  the  f;icc  \v:i>  llint 
nf  the  Dryad: 

Till'  carl  i)asM-(l.  enveloping  him  in  a  cIdikI  of  tlu>t. 
the  driver  apparently  unaware  of  the  -stalwart  fi^^'ur.- 
hy  the  roadside;  hnl  he.  lookinL'  after  it,  read  the  little 
sifin  that   -^wuii!,'  hehind : 

LOLI.l     I'LASUTA 
MILI.INKUY,    DRY    (iUUUS,    AM) 
NOTIONS 

At  sui)pcr  that  evenin.u  the  Karl  of  (  hainl.oytie. 
>tru^'f,'line  with  the  inevitahlc  pie.  suddenly  addressed 
hii  friend,  ruthlessly  iiiterruptinj,'  a  dissertation  upon 
the  merits  of  the  uniform  wage  system,  with  tlu- 
remark: 

"I  say,  old  hoy,  believe  I'll  stay  on   a  hit.  if  I  may." 

•'So   you've    decided    it    tluil    way,"    said    Preseott 

delitxhtedly,    recalling   the   conversation    of   the   earlv 

afternoon.     "I  felt  sure  you  would;  you  are  never  the 

M)rt    of   felhnv   who  gi)e.s   in   for   such   a   beastly   kind 

of  affair." 

"Right-o,"  replied  Chamboyne,  his  minrl  slowly 
returning  to  Lady  Ilylliary  and  her  marriage-brokinp 
for  the  first  time  since  his  return  from  that  momentous 
walk.     Then    as   he    more   fully    grasped    the   gist    of 
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1\l)\  ^VLLIAR^'  reiichcd  for  another  cij,'.i- 
reltf.  HIUmI  it  into  lu-r  ;imher  niouth[)if»v. 
_^  lit  it,  .111.1  looked  at  her  sister  judiciiilly. 
"Adele,  my  dear,"  she  remarked,  "you  are  a  very 
i;o.Ml-lookiii^'  woman  for  your  af^e.  How  yu  have 
iiiaiiaf^ed  to  preserve  so  miieh  of  your  beauty  fhrouuh 
a  score  or  more  seasons  in  this  ghirin^,  dusty,  noisy 
\<'w  York  is  a  miracle!     For  of  all   the  exhausting, 

nerve-wrecking " 

"Don't  speak  so  disparagingly  of  your  native  city, 
Janet,"  interrupted  Mrs.  Chichester.  "Remember 
y(ju  were  born  here;  you  are  a  native,  after  all. 
Not  that  any  one  would  accuse  you  of  it,  though," 
die   added;   "you're    more    English    now    than   your 

liusl)and." 

■1  thought  so,  too  — almost,"  said  Lady  Hylliary 
softly,  "until  I  sailed  into  the  harbour  at  noon  yester- 
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day  and  pas.ecl   that  ab.ur.l  old  SlaUu-  of  Liberty 
then  1  di.l  not  fool  so  oonvinml  of  my  extra.mio,..' 

^""    ""'-^     '^'"^*»    •"    ""••    •">    -l<..r.    if   you    uill.    |,uf 
Pos.l.voly    tho   s.Vh,    .,f    ,„,.,    l.i.l,,,.   ,,i,,,.   .,f    .^,,,,. 

"•<>n,..ry  „.a,Io  „...  en  •     I'orfec-.   rot,  <,f  oourso.  s,k-I, 
-ntnnentalily  ..    ,ny  yours  and   with  n,y  prinoiplos; 

'""   I  ^"I'P"-^'-  H.avo  a  Kit  of  patriotism  in  n.o. son.o- 
where-tu<k,.|  away  uhoro  I'd  forgollon  it." 

*''<'^  sufli  a  Ion-,  long  time  since  you  woro 
hero  last!"  .aid  Mrs.  Chichester.  "It  unr.i  I... 
twenty  years!  ,I..w  strange  everything  n.ust  look 
to  you." 

"Mor-  th.r.  lu(>nty  years!"  ropiiod  Ladv  llvll,arv 
^^-  w..,,,    u>  India  ju.t    iH.foro   Barl.aru  was  born. 

•'""'  y-"  rrnu-mbor.^     And  she  is  -  how  ohJ?" 
"i'^v.r.ty-iwo."   said   Harbara's   mother.     -This  is 

her  second  season." 

n„f    L.,.|y    Hylliary-s  thoughts  had  been  switched 
intoanolh.T.l.annol  for  tlu-  instant. 

;Fif(o..n   years   of   India!"   she   dreamed,   blowing 
"■'"   -,..',„s  of  blno  .n.,ko  which  settled  like  halos 

"'"""'  ''"'•  "•'■'"  '''"'"J   ''<-!•     "I'VarfuUy  long  time- 
•>"\    -»UMng.      too.     in      .     „,,,>.     ^,^^      ,^^  ^^^j 

ronnniscently. 
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I.ady  ll\lli;iry  <li(l  tmt  \n,tk  li  ill"  licr  anc  liaviiijj 
iiilc>|)ttMl  piliU'li  curls  wliiiti  fraiiKil  Inr  I'.tcf  in  Hal 
cliisliTs,  and  a  can-fully  corsctcil.  Iliiu  (ij^urc.  She 
iniiilil  alino^f  have  passed  for  tumty-five  in  the  uii- 
cerlain  afternoon  lij.dit  of  the  liir_'c  drawiuK  rontii, 
the  heavy  curtains  sofleninj?  the  j^hirc  of  ^prinfT  sun- 
shine which  was  flooding  th«'  ciowdril  avenue  out-<i(h'. 
But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  she  ua^  near  fift>  >Iic  v.a- 
dressed  in  the  expensive,  dowdy  niaiincr  of  ll;r  true 
Enfrlishwonian,  and  Im  r  po^c  was  carelc-s  and  rafli<T 
ungraceful.  Hut  her  clean-cut.  pi-iuaiit  features 
and  keen  gray  eyes  he! rayed  a  -liarp  sense  of  Iiurnoiir 
—  an   AnuTican   iidierilance. 

Mrs.  Cliii'Iit-tcr,  >li<;hfly  younger  than  her  >i>t<T, 
looked  older,  alllmu^'Ii  hy  no  means  matroiilx;  and, 
comMncd  wilh  tier  j)ersistent  prettine-.s,  was  a  certain 
weak  and  [)clti~h  expression.  Her  mouth  droojxd 
at  the  corner^  in  a  [jathetic  manritT  whii  h  slie  had 
thought  expedient  to  (•ulti\at<-.  and  uhicli.  ulieti 
accentuated,  slie  had  found  to  lie  her  -troni^^cst  weapon 
agaiuL.t  her  lui^haiHl  on  dccasion^  of  iiiinor  tJifTeren  -e-. 
She  usually  spoke  in  a  nervou>,  hiuh-pitchcd  voice, 
and  scMom  looked  directly  at  the  pcr-^oii  whom  she 
was   addressing.     Her   clothes,    like    her    liousc,    were 
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."■■■r  ,.I.l,„n.l,.,  v,.,v  ,..„..„„•,„,  ,,, ,,  „,  ,^^^ 

;■'  '"■■■■  "-!-'   ''<"  ll."..f.'M  ..f  .1,..,,,  I„.M.,..  ,1,,  ,,,„v 

";'  :"■ "'  '"■'  ''^'"^"■•"-  -"1  (H-M.  -i„.  .,„„.,.i:,i 

I.-  as,  „,.,.(  ,.r..f„My  ,•„„„  l„.Hil,l..  „,„,,,)  h.T  h,,.. 

naiKi.     SucI'   \vi<   \l..  /^'i  •  1 

u<'.   ^^a>   M,..  ChuIuNt.T-H   by   rio   n.e,..„s 
'ifirornnion  ty{)c. 

■•J»n,.,,  1  „-isl,  ,,-.,„  „,,„,,,  ,,i  ,,„„^.  ,|^,_.^,^^^ 

^I>e  s,„l.  ,,,,•„«  II,,  „,„,,,,  j„^.,,^^  ,|_^  ^^1^^^^  ^^^^^^ 
;'ta,,-l    bo    l,.„l„.r„l,    ,„,    ,,,„,..    „.^,^    „,^.    ^_ 

.;' ■  ""•■ "'" "' '^'^^'n ....  ui.i,  i,,.,„r>...  i,;. 

>.<!-,  n„.  a,„ii,.„,,  „. .,„.  „,u,.h  „l,s„M...,l  l,v  ,i„. 

•  n,  .fn(.l  thr.v  trrrns  m    aii  f.  care 

''f'out   Aviiat   I   l,av<-  or,.  •■ 

"Oh,  this  sufrrapo!  Ft  is  simply  too  absurd-  I 
'■'■;t  -whyyon  i-vo  anything  to  <lo  ui,h  it  •'•..x- 
'a.n.0.1       ,„     rhi..hest,.,    disgustedly.      -,„;^,i, 

j^My  husband's  portion,  you  n,oan- not  n,ino, 
A;lHo  sa.d  .Tanot  .aindy.  "Ji^,  ^avin,  talked 
h.mself  ,nto  prominen.v  durin,  the  last  seven  vers     • 
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woultl  <;ivi'  tiK-  oiiiy  ;i  very  iioininal  position;  it  would 
iiol  make  /////  pusiliuii!  Now,  cliinhinj;  into  the 
premier's  <liiiiiif^-rooni  l>y  way  of  the  (iunihwaiter 
and  pantry,  and  interrupting  his  dessert,  did  make 
it;  that  and  v)ther  similar  affairs!  My  dear,  un- 
sopliisticatcd.  downtrodden,  shive-driven  sister,  / 
£im  somchody  Ix-cause  I  have  done  soaiething  myself. 
There's  no  rcflccled  ^dory  about  mc!  Do  you  suppose 
that  such  .'  liost  of  reporters  would  have  greeted  me 
at  the  boat  yf^stcrday  if  I  had  been  no  one  but  my 
husband">  wife?  Or  that  the  crowd  of  enthusiastic 
females  wouhl  have  come  down,  or  brought  the  baud? 
My  dear  Adcle,  it  is  great  fun  to  be  one  of  the  most 
taike<l-of  sutl'ragists  in  England.  You  should  try 
something  of  the  sort  liere.  You  would  have  a  follow- 
ing directly,  because  so  many  people  admire  your 
clothes.     Do  Iry  it;  you  will  be  awfully  amused." 

"I  have  ([uite  enough  duties  already,  Janet,"  re- 
plied Mrs.  Chichester  with  dignity,  "and  troubles, 
to(»,  without  going  out  of  my  way  to  look  for  more. 
There  is  l?arl)ara,  for  instance." 

"W  hat's  she  been  doing?  Defying  authority  again? 
1  leinember  >he  was  rather  a  handful  in  England." 

■'.lanet.    i    wish   you   would   speak   to   lier,'"   replied 
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tlu-    uioth.r.      "She    .-as    perfectly    dev.tod    lo    vou 
two  year,  a^u  nlie,.  ue  made  yuu  that  hi.t  vi^it    .nd 
tl..-   f.-t    of  your   house   having   be-u    her   hirthplaee 
has  always  on,.„  you  an   added  ehann   in  h.r  .-ves 
bhe  is  very  sentin.enlal,  and  ahhou^h  n..  on.-  .e^.ns 
to  have  nnu.i.  influenee  over  her,  J  think   von  would 
''--e  some.     I  have  non<.  •■.  all.  nor  1,.,^  lu-r  fath.-r 
Just  think!     John  has  ae.ually  I,....,,  <.Mi„.d  to  r..ort 
to  media-val  methods,  and  ioek  her  in  her  room!" 

"Great  h.ave.is,  Adele!  J.  he  ma.h^  J„  .,  {^co 
^""J  c'ivilized  country,  to  loek  up  une\  dauohter - 
ucll,  really,  it's  impossible !" 

"It's  a  faef.  non,.  the  less,'"  Mrs.  ('hielu-st..r  assured 
her.  "It  .ioes  seen,  dreadful,  I  knou-;  I,ul  I  ..Jvc 
you  n.y  word  it  was  only  as  a  last  resort," 

"What  on  earth  has  the  ,.hild  l>een  ,ioiu;,'  uou?" 
queried  her  aunt. 

"She  ha.  I.een  a  grert  trial  to  her  fath.-r  and  m- " 
■^a.d  .Vdcle  Chienester  plaintively,  -.Vom  th..  ti,-,..  J„. 
l^"ft  I-ardin.  seh.,o!:  still  that  old  self-willed  .noodi- 
"-S,  at  intervals.     For  instance,  you  eannot  inmgir.c 

-hat  difh.ully  r  had  inducing  her  to  make  her  ./<^/../ 
H-  hates  .dl  ..eial  things,  is  rude  to  our  friends,  and 
1.-  faded  in  every  way  to  fit  herself  for  the  role  one 
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rould  naturally  expect  her  to  play.  I  can  scanvly 
ever  prevail  upon  her  U>  accept  invitations,  and  she 
has  made  lierscit'  quite  un[)opuIar  with  most  of  the 
young  people  hy  showing  them  plainly  that  they  bore 
her.  In  fad,  she's  interested  in  none  oi  the  thinirs 
which  one  expects  to  appeal  to  a  young  and  really 
very  beautiful  girl.  She  is  a  great  disapimintment 
to  us.'' 

"That's  a  rotten  sliame,  of  course,"  re{)lied  Lady 
Ilylliary.  "Still,  you  know,  it's  not  sufficient  reason 
for  locking  her  up." 

"Wait;  you  haven't  heard  about  that  yet,"  said 
the  other.  "For  soujc  time  past  she  has  been  mysteri- 
ously absenting  herself  from  home  for  several  (kys 
at  a  time,  and  upon  her  return  flatly  refusing  to  give 
any  explanation  as  to  where  she  has  been  or  what 
she  has  done.  She  returned  early  this  morning  after 
several   days'   absence." 

Janet  gave  a  long  and  very  undignified  whistle. 

"By  Jove,  that  is  serious!"  she  exclaimed.  "Have 
you  questioned  her  in  a  snne  .and  sensible  manner, 
or  did  you  irritate  and  antagonize  her  at  the  start 
l)y  treating  her  like  an  irrational  child.'" 

"I  think  I  ought  to  know  how  to  speak  to  my  own 
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'Jau^M.ter.  Jaru-t,"  .aid    M,-,.   CI.I.Iust.T  sliHIy.     "Of 
course,    .she    ha.J    U,    ho    .-all.-.i    to    a.r.HU.t.     All    she 
would  volunteer  was  thai  she  had  l.een  with  friends. 
Juck  doesn't  believe  that  she's  t.-ilin-  t!,,.  truth.     lie 
Imd  a  serious  talk  with  her  when   he  ean,..  home  to 
luueh  to-day,  and  tried  to  put  her  on  her  honour  not 
to  «o  off  again,  hut  she  flatly  refused,  and  >aid  u,-  must 
trust    her   to   take  eare  of  herself.     What    u.ts   there 
for  him  to  do?     He  simply  had  to  lock  her  in  Imt  room !"' 
"There!     T  knew  it!"  eried  Lady  Ihlliary.     "  Vou 
set  her  all  on  edge  l.y  your  snnig.  srlf-ri^hteons  aiU- 
tude,  and  of  course  she  wouldn't  Ldk:    no  wonder!" 
^^  "Janet!"  said   Mrs.   Chiehcsler  u,   a  i,..,f ;!   ,.,>;ce, 
"  I  think  you  are  too  disagreeable.     As  thou.-h  I  didn't 
have  the  proper  attitude  toward  Barbara!     I  brought 
her  up,  didn't  I.^     One  mu.l  be  severe  with  one's  ehild 
occasionally,  as  you  would  kuow  if  you  had  ever  hui 
one." 

"Much  your  having  had  one  has  taught  you,  if 
you  are  unal)le  to  recognize  her  as  an  individual  with 
a  uiind  and  rights  of  her  own,"  snorted  Lady  Hylliary. 
"You  and  Jack  seem  to  think  that  because  the  girl 
is  your  daughter  .she  is  your  chattel.  You  forget 
that  she  hiis  just  as  much  right  to  her  life  as  you  have 
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fo  your-^  and  siiuftly  hccausf  you  an-  lior  parents  you 
have  IK)  jij^Ufication  for  In-lieving  tliat  shv  is  unable 
t(«  live  il  --  althouf-h  niay})e  that  is  a  reason  for  douhl- 
itii:  licr  ability."  she  added  reHeetively. 

'Don't  be  absunl,  .laiiel,"  Mrs.  Chiehester  re- 
tnarked.  "The  ehild  is  very  young  and  must  be  safe- 
guarded. Wc  might  overlook  many  serious  fault ■>. 
Init  her  father  considers  that  this  is  a  question  of  her 
safety,  perhaps  her  honour,  and  says  that,  if  she 
will  not  give  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  her  absences, 
-lie  must  be  kej)!  under  lock  and  key  in  order  that 
these  may  be  protected." 

"Scandalous!  Tyramiy  of  Man,"  murmured  Lady 
Ilylliary,  and  lit  a  fresh  cigarette.  She  then  a>ked: 
"  lias  she  ever  done  this  .sort  of  thing  before  —  going 
ofT,  and  all  that?" 

Mrs.  Chichester  hesitated  a  moment  before  re- 
plying. 

"Well,  yes;  she  has,"  she  answered  finally.  "It 
hai)pene(l  once  or  twice  last  year  at  about  this  season. 
I  did  not  know  of  it  at  the  time,  because  I  was  in 
Washington  with  Jack.  When  we  returned  I  learned 
from  Lang,  the  butler,  who  is  an  old  servant  and 
considers  himself  one  of  the  family,  that  ,>he  had  been 
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Hl.M-r.t  tw,Vo  f„r  a  period  „f  five  or  six  .Imv.,   si,Mi)ly 
s.>yiriK  fl.ut  she  was  going  and  would  ret.in,  on  such 
.t  .lale.  hut  having  no  address.     When   I  questioned 
I-'T  as  to  these  trips,  although  she  did  not  precisely 
-y  so,  she  led  ,„e  to  think  that  she  had  l.een  visitin". 
a   sehool    friend.     Sonu-tinie  later    her   father  referred 
<<•  the  matter  in  the  presence  of  th,.  iVi,,„|  ,,,  ,,,„„„,^, 
>l'e  uieanl,  and  quickly  disc.,v<.red  (hat   no  sneh  v^it 
'""1  occurred.     Hut    the.i,   as    I    ...i,!,    sh.   nu.v   have 
I'c-en  w.lh  some  other  friend  -  sh,.  had  h,H>n  so  vague  - 
•'Tlnnm.:"  said  Janet.     "That  is  the  only  time?- 
"Xo."   -Mrs.    Chichester   made  answer  iJuctantlv; 
".she  ran  a\vay  from  hoarding  school  several  time's, 
'•"t  uas  always  found  in  a  few  hours  and  hrought  hack.' 
Jack  worries  about  it  all  dreadfully." 

To  tell  the  truth -hut  here  even  Janet's  candour 
l>alked  -  what  puzzled  her  ladyship  most  was  the 
lack  of  anxiety  of  the  girl's  mother -her  readiness 
to  oxplain,  almost  to  condone,  Harl)ara's  vagaries 
while  maintaining  a  becomingly  censorious  maU^rnal 
attitude.  Most  mother,  would  be  crazy  with  anxiety, 
■"'he  mused. 

"It's   very   odd,   I   must   admit,"   she   s.id   aloud 
'M»e  has  always  seemed  such  a  quiet  girl;   intelligent. 
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lui),  lliuu^'li  ;i  bit  lica<l\  .  ll;t\c'  \  uu  Iricd  to  inlfiol 
i;iT  in  sunie  serious  occupation ?"" 

"She  has  never  cared  inucli  for  l)0()k>,  and  has  not 
much  artistic  feeling,  although  she  does  sing  rather 
<  liarniingly,"  said  Mrs.  Chichester.  Then  catching 
ilic  ghnt  in  her  sister's  eye,  she  added,  "Now,  Janet, 
you  shall  not  make  a  suffragette  of  her." 

"She  would  look  charming  chained  to  the  premier's 
front-door  bell,"  rei)lied  Lady  Hylliary  abstractedly. 

"Hut  I  won't  have  it  happen!"  cried  Mrs.  Chi- 
I  heater  in  anxious  fright.  "I  cannot  allow  my  daugh- 
icr  to  talk  politics  in  the  public  street,  and  go  to  jail 
.rid  —  and " 

"Very  particular  alxmt  what  you  alloir  your  child 
lo  do,  aren't  you?"  asked  Lady  Hylliary  maliciously. 
"lOur  control  over  lier  enables  you " 

"  riaisc,  .Janet,"  began  Adcle,  pulling  down  the 
comers  of  her  mouth  tremulously,  "please,  don't  try 
to  make  her  a  sull'ragette!" 

"If  you  try  (hat  pathetic  look  on  me,  I  will," 
threatened  lu  r  sister.  "Hut,  matter  of  fact,  I  shan't 
need  to  try.  ller  own  father's  treatment  will  make 
her  declare  for  tin-  Cause  quite  voluntaril.  ,  never 
fear'      Uut,  of  course,  this  (lue.-tioii  of  her  ilisobedienee 
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i^-li  nu-.  has  she  ai.y  y,nw^  „„,,  ,,,„^,„^,  ^^^,^,,^j  j^^^._^.. 

Any?     Shchasdozms.  I.utnutonc.  i,.  uhom.ln- 
'•as  ,.v,T  slu,w.,  tlu-  slightest  intm-sl." 

•Any  n>a.o,.  to  suspect  that  she  has  a  hner  of  wh.,n. 
you  do  not  know?" 
"Janet!" 

•'Oh.  r  simply  mean  so,„<.  poor  hut  worthv  Noun« 
'"-'   '"   -'-n  you   have  heen    nas.y.  and   uho.n,   i,. 
-"-'lM,.nee,  Harhara  has  ehosen  to  make  a  <leitv  of  - 
'11"T.    is    ahsolutely    ,.„    sueh    person.     On"   (I,a, 
>"''J-<t  I  am  sure  she  has  l.een  perfectly  frank  with  n,e 
'■"'<-l.  I  thir.k  I  have  ahvavs  heen  in  her  c-ordidenc-e 
•  y"'l>^-tcly  with  the  exception  of  this  one  matter  of  her 
aloenees. 

-Kxit  the  Clandestine  Lover."  .aid  Lady  Hvlliarv 
^'">'-'"b-  "I  am  ,dad  that  he-  is  a  mvth.  Ord."r 
t;-.  ".y  dear,  and  I  will  tell  you  why  I  rejoiee  at  thi^ 
cireumstanee." 

Mrs.  Chichester  looked  sharply  and  curiouslv  at  her 
Slater  -  a  little  nervously.  i„  fact  -  then  arose  and 
pushed    an    electric    button.      The    An.lo-Ameriean 
strolled  to  the  win<Iow  and  gazed  down  upor.  the  busy 
crowded  thoroughfare  l,elow.     The  hour  was  five  an'd' 
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the  fashionahle  afternoon  parade  was  at  it^  lu-ij^'ht 
The  disphiy  of  pretty  women  in  l)iauliful  clothes, 
smart  motors,  carriages  with  glittering  harness,  sun- 
shine, colour,  anti  niovcnieiit,  was  very  pleasant  to 
bchoM.  In  :'JI  it--  iiiten  ^liiig  and  alluring  seasons, 
New  ^'ork  is  j>roli,ilily  ni'\fr  more  delightful  than  in 
the  niid-sj^ring  and  dawn  cjf  sunitner.  It  then  has 
such  a  rain-wa>'ic(l,  ^un-dried  effect;  an  appearance 
of  ha\ing  I>ccn  ^()  lirautifully  cleaned  and  garnished, 
that,  for  once,  perhaps,  il  i->  truly  worthy  of  its  vital 
iidiahitanls. 

The  Chichesters'  Iioum"  was  situated  just  helow  th< 
I'laza.  and  its  windows  commanded  both  the  hus\ 
stjuarc  and  a  glimpse  of  the  park  beyond.  Thr 
flower  beds  were  bright  with  blossoms,  and  in  many 
windows  of  the  houses  opi)osite  were  l)oxes  of  gay  little 
pansies.  Below,  the  [)eoj)le  jostled  and  smiled,  passing 
and  repassing,  intent  upon  great  things  or  uj)on  noth- 
ing at  all;  the  women  smiling  in  conscious  attractive- 
ness; the  men,  brisk,  prosperous,  admiring;  the  young 
people  laughing,  often  deliciously  amused  at  anaemic 
witticisims  of  their  own.  An  old  man  shuffled  l)y 
with  a  little  sign  hung  a!)out  his  neck,  and  a  bunch 
of  peiH  iK  like  faggots  in  his  hand.      A  hurrying  woman 
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tlipw  a  .oil,  into  his  pru(r.T.'.i  |,,ti.  Tuu  ..rchins 
'Uniiivil  ill  ;ui(l  otjl  .iiiDiiK  tl,(>  cn.w.l.  One  „f  thriu 
"<-arly  npst't  a  st.out  .Icuisl.  la.ly  who  was  waititiK  for 
.1  'hlis. 

"IKtc  i.  the  (r;i."  call,.,!  Mrs.  ChiHiester  as  Larifj 
••ntere.1  wilh  Iho  tray.  -(onio  ovrr  to  tho 
sofa.  r,aIl^^  I,a.iy  Hylliary  will  rotuni  for  din- 
ner. Where  is  the  IvMioM.^  Oh.  there!  Very  well- 
tliafs  all." 

"Tlie     muffins    are     t..a>te.l.      Florrid!"    said     the 
'"ilitant   one,   taking.'  a   lar^e  hile.      -Hnrrali   for   Ih,. 
rnaniiahuh-;   give   me  some  on   here.     Stroii^r.   ,,1,,,,,. 
with  eream." 

"WliaL  is  it  you  were  goin-  to  tell  nie.^  Oh. 
.ves;  why  are  you  so  elate.l  at  Harhara's  freedom  of 
'"■Tt.^"  sai<l  Mrs.  Chichester,  entrenching  herself 
.stiffly  erect  among  the  soft  cushions  of  the  sofa. 

"Tell  me  first  if  you  have  any  j.articular  sclieme 
laid  out  for  Ik."  marital  happiness,"  demanded  Lady 
Ffylliary,  lounging  angularly  in  her  corner. 

"Why,  no,"  re,,lied  Mrs.  Chichester  thouglitfiillv 
"There  is  not  one  of  the  men  that  we  see  whom  I 
consider  desiral.le.  Those  ,.!,o  i.ave  no  mon.y  are. 
I"r    the    most    part,    charmin-     iue!i:;il,K.s,    wl.ii,-    the 
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ricli  l>ll(>^  an'  usually  iiii|)o>>iliIy  vapid  and  silly.  It 
svoiild  iiol  do  for  IJarliata  to  niarry  any  of  Ihciri!" 
Lady  Ilyll'ary  dilated  lier  close-set  gray  eyes, 
"Adele,  your  intelli'M'uce  Ls  .siin[)ly  astounding  at 
times,"  she  said.  "Matter  of  fact,  you  arc  rcall.\ 
hrilliant  in  tliis  |)articular  inslaiice.  Of  course,  wihl 
horses  could  not  dra,:^'  Harhiira  to  the  altar  with  one 
of  those  men;  !)u!,  none  the  jess,  you  an'  jolly  ri^;hl 
in  supj)osinj;  sueh  partis  as  you  describe  woid^l  hi' 
highly  nndesirahle." 

Mrs.  (  hiehester  took  a  covert  look  at  her  sister  to 
a.'^cerlain  whether  she  was  heing  made  fun  of  or  iiol, 
l)cforc  answering.  I  nalile  to  make  up  her  mind  on 
this  score,  .she  cliose  a  neutral  ground  and  remarked 
with  dignity.  "  Vou  forget  tiiat  I  am  married  to 
John." 

"Which  proves  that  you  arc  a  judge  of  men,  my 
dear,  for  no  one  could  deny  that  he  posses.ses  all  the 
masculine  qualities.  But  to  return  to  the  secret  of 
uiy  particular  interest  in  15arl)ara's  future  liushand. 
You  .see,  1  lia.c  hruiighl  o\cr  uiMi  me  a  \ery  eli-iMe 
candidate  for  the  position.'" 

"Good  gracious!   What  do  you  mean?" 
"E.xactly   what   I   say,   my  \'ielorian  sister.      Being 
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H.roUKl.    Oxfonl.    n..,     ..v.rla.r.i,.,,..,!     uill.     n-lations 
'••r   ul,.u„   .i;„,    i.   ,,„.,).   ,,„„|   ,.,,.,,^,,,,,     „.  ,,,^„   ^^,.   j,_^^ 

"I<io^tlitI,..i„S.-..||an.l.     Aha:     !  tiM.n.l.l  y.n,  u.mM 
o[)(.|,  y<(,ir  cyi's  al   that    " 

••Why..Ian..t.it  s,.,in.|.  .h.Ji^Mr,,!  Ar„|  lh,.y  u,,„|.i 
liv-  n,  S,.,,tlan.|,  „f  ...hum..-  .a„l  M,.,.  (  •|,i..l,,.,..r, 
'"■'-'"""■'•'-  t"T'-I.lil.ly.  Then  I,.-,-  -a,.,,  tell  an,|  >!,.• 
^I'o-.k  I„Tl,...;,|.  -|{,„  th,-,,r.,l.al.ilitie>a,v  that  >I,e 
will  iiol  ,.\,-,,  look  ill  him." 

"Nnnx.nM  ."•  e,-i..,l  J,.,,,,.,.  |„..-i,|„i„.  ,,„  ,„,,  ,,,j^^j 
'"""i"  -AVnsense!  I  t..||  .,..„  [,,  ;,  v.-ry  u„.„|  ,.. 
1""!^  "!«■..  She  w".  ;nml,!e  ri^hi  runw^U.  provi.].-,! 
u"  .naiu.,ue  the  cireunistanees,  th.-  .mn  ir.,nn,enl . 
propmriuily,  and  all  ll,af." 

"Tell   ,„e  nion-  alw,„t    him.      Who  is  he?-       Adde 
•i-'ked,  hope  flickering  up  again. 
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"He  is  Cissy   Fitz-Uilliatiis;  so  i-ullcl  htcaUM'   Ir« 
is  a  youn^;  Hercules.  1  supjujse." 

"And    his    Tillry"   Mis.   ChichosU-r   iinri>nsciousIy 
K'iive  the  word  a  capital  letter. 

"He  is  til.'  Karl  of  Chainhoyne.  'Son  uui>[  liav. 
Iii-anl  me  speak  of  hitii.  or  iiieiition  Iiim  in  my  icllers, 
for  as  both  his  parents  are  (!<•.;. i,  .lin;  iuis  lieeii  his 
adviser  uiid  general  monitor  l<.r  a  j^-iod  m my  years. 
He  is  a  sort  of  cousin  of  .Jim's,  you  kiio\v-,  ami  we  an- 
.•il)>ohitely  ilevott'd  to  him.  He  is  hy  no  means  ri- li. 
luit  lie  lias  enon,::h  to  live  on  very  dce-ntly.  How- 
ever, it  is  of  course  important  that  lie  >liouId  marry 
money,  for  Ih'II  never  make  any,  anrl  he  really  owes 
it  to  hi;  name  and  all  that." 

"And  so  you  know  all  about  him,  and  can  answer 
for  him?" 

"My  dear,  he  would  he  perfectly  willlnf^  to  have 
any  one  answer  for  him  on  any  subject.  He  has  bfcn 
asleep  all  his  life,  excei)ting  when  he  has  been  away 
hunting  big  game.  If  I  suggest  that  he  marry  Bar- 
bara (as,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  have  already  (l(.tir. 
tentatively),  he  will  doubtle.ss  do  .so  at  once  in  thr  ino.st 
delightfully  wcll-!)el;aved  manner.  Hut  although  lie 
exi)e  Is  to  marry  her.  or  .some  other  equally  d(vsirai)le 
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iK'irc.s.,  1  n'My  lu-lirvc  thai  if   it    i.  slu-  hv.  will  do  it 
with  pleasure  as  well  as  grace." 

"Well,  I  should  think  so,"  snapped  Mrs.  Chichester 
"He  will  be  a  lucky  younjr  man." 

"Of  course  you  mustn't  breathe  a  word  of  all  this 
lo  her,  or  sho  will  dislike  him  on  princii)le.  We  must 
arrange  it  very  carefully."  sai.l  Lady  Ilylliary.  "He 
has  infinite  faith  in  my  judgment  and  taste.  I  shall 
l)ring  him  round  directly  he  returns  from  a  short  visit 
wl.icli  he  insisted  upon  making  somewhere  up  in  Massa- 
ehusel  ts.     'I'Ikti  you  can  judge-  him  for  yourself." 

Mrs.  Chichester  sighed  and  smoothed  an  invisible 
wrinkle  out  of  !,er  gown.  .Ml  things  •f)einff  equal,  this 
would  be  su.l.  a  pleasant  solution  of  her  .li.nculty. 
mentioned  or  mentionless.     Then  she  spoke  again. 

"And  now,  .Fanet,  will  you  talk  to  Barbara  for  a  little 
while  and  see  if  you  can  get  her  to  give  you  an  e.vplana- 
tion  of  her  e::lraordinary  cotnluct?  She  is  .1  very 
truthful  p(>rson,  and,  if  she  speaks  at  all,  you  can 
believe  her  implicitly.  Thi-  last  time  she  had  oeen 
away  for  ten  days,  and  her  father  is  terribly  worried 
as  to  what  may  have  h;  j)penod:  probably  nothing 
dreadful  has.  but  at  the  same  time  it  w.miM  be  a  relief 
to  Jack  lo  know  definitely  that    he  has   no  need  to 
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worry.     Ti-ll  Harb;ir;i  you  will  krop  IIh- ilclails  of   her 
confidence  to  yours(>lf.  if  >hc  \vi>Iics."' 

"Haven't  you  the  remotest  idea  of  where  she  has 
heor.?"  asked  Lady  Hylliury.  "Not  Ihe  h-ast  sus- 
picion?" Again  she  had  felt  from  her  sister's  words 
that  Jack's  information  and  Adele's  were  not 
identical. 

Mrs.  Chichester's  jewelled  hand  trembled  slightly 
as  it  rested  on  the  little  polished  tahle  before  her,  hut 
after  an  almost  imperceptible  hesitation  she  answered 
firmly, 

"No,  not  the  least." 

"Well,  it's  an  awfully  otten  job,  but  I'll  try," 
remarked  Janet.     "Send  for  her  now." 

Mrs.  Chichester  rang  and  pres(>ntly  the  butler 
appeared. 

"Here  is  the  key  to  Miss  Barbara's  ajKirtments," 
she  said.  "Please  unlock  the  door  and  conduct  her 
here  at  once." 

The  old  man  left  the  room  noiselessly. 

"I  shall  speak  to  John  after  dinner  this  eveniUfr, 
iind  tell  him  a  little  about  what  a  fool  he  is  to  treat 
the  ^irl  so,"  said  Lady  Hy'  *  icy.  "For  a  clever  man, 
ill'  certainly  docs  the  hi.    i   asinine  things  at  times. 

(49  1 


F.\     SKARCII     OF    AJK  ADV 

A.i.]  ;i.s  for  yoM,  I  ,l,M,'t  un.lor.tand  whv  v.,u  urrmlt 
it!" 

Slu^  turned  to  exarnino  a  larrro  photograph,  frani,.! 
in  rhirustonrs.  uluch  stood  upon  the  mantrl-pier... 
It  uas  a  picture  of  a  ^Irl  with  a  heantiful,  though 
somewhat  wilful,  face. 

Mrs.  f'hiehcster  washed  her.  "Ah.  you've  never 
.'^con  that,  of  course,  I  didn't  send  you  one,  as  I  know 
you  hate  photo.cjrapfis.  and  won't  have  thorn  about 
you." 

"Xot  a  hit  hkc  cither  of  us,  thouph  we  were  both 
inon.  than  ordinarily  ^nnd  looking.  But  even  a  photo- 
.urai.h  can't  spoil  her  -  she's  utterly  handsome," 
r.'niarke<i  Ikt  aunt. 

At  this  juncture  the  .aped  butler  reappeared  at  the 
'1<"T.  His  face  was  blanched  of  Its  n.atural  ruddin'  ■  , 
and  his  eyes  were  wide  with  fripht.  For  a  moment  his 
agitation  was  so  pvetit  as  to  prevent  his  speaking. 

"Lang,  wliat  is  the  malter.^"  asked  Mrs.  Chichester, 
witli  a  gasp  of  fear. 

"The  door  was  loekeri  as  u.ual,"  win-spered  the 
"■'"i^  "Hut  the  rooms  were  empty:  Miss  IJarhara  has 
disappeared !  There  was  this  note  on  the  table,"  hand- 
ing an  envelope  to  his  mistress. 
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A(Jek'  opened  it  with  >l(tw  and  tlioii^ihllul  pririsi.iii. 
which  Liuly  Hylliary  notic-ed  in  ;i.ston!.>hincut ;  [hen- 
Wiis  more  in  this  than  Adeh'  had  (lisch)s;'d  U>  her,  or 
U)  her  husband,  either,  decided  her  quick-minded 
hidyship.  After  reading  the  note  through,  Adele 
iiandefi  it  to  her  sister,  who  read: 

MoTHEK  deah:  I  am  sorry,  fxit  I  ciinunf  hr  nndc  a 
prisoner  like  this,  and  I  am  -ioiuij  to  my  fricn.ls  asaiii.  'I'cll 
ilad  not  to  worry  about  me,  and  to  triiht  me  to  fake  care 
iif  my  self.  1  sliall  let  you  know,  soon,  where  1  am  --ur 
come  baek. 

U.VI'.liAUA. 
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IN  THE  IJerksiiire  Hills  spring  had  set  her 
snares  in  so  alluring  a  fashion  that,  as  though 
drawn  hy  an  irreMstil.lc  magnet,  Cecil  started 
"u(  n(>.\t  morning  along  the  same  road  which  he  had 
traversed  the  day  before. 

Self-deceit  had  never  been  one  of  his  character- 
islics,  and  alter  a  restles>,  wakeful  night  of  thought, 
he  made  no  attempt  to  disgu'  c  from  himself  the  very 
decided  interest  which  the  girl  of  the  pool  had  aroused 
ill  Iiini.  And  so,  steadfastly  refusing  to  ace.  mpany 
Prescott  to  the  market  town,  he  determined  on  a  m<.rn- 
ing  ratnbie,  lu)ping  to  come  upon  her  by  the  wayside, 
«)r  at  least  to  learn  of  Iht  from  some  chance  accpiain- 
lance.  lie  had  forl)orne  (piotioning  Samuel  regard- 
ing h<>.  rrom  fear  of  his  friend's  sharp  s,ruti,;y  and 
pr()l)ablc  ridicule.  Hut  a  few  well-dinn  ted  inquiries 
to  a  .stranger  migh!    elicit   much  satisfactory  inf.jiuia- 
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tion.      And    so    resolved,   ho    set    out     at    once    to 
seek   it. 

The  weritlier  was  somewhat  cooUt  than  it  had  been 
duriiif,'  the  last  few  day>,  hut  the  sun  shone  brightly 
ami  a  slight  breeze  gave  Iit'(>  to  th.'  alnios])li("ie.      Cecil 
strode    along    briskly,    Io>l     in    i)!.M>ant    meditations 
and  dreaming  such  dn-ams  a.s  c-onie  cf  -jtringtinie  and 
woodland  eneounters;  but  the  local  village  was  reached 
without  his  having  met  any  one  at  all,  and,  although 
he  idled  about  the  lown  for  a  good  half-hour,  he  eoiiid 
not  bring  himself  to  address  any  of  the  supercilious 
farmers  and  village  folk  whom  he  saw,  far  les-,  to  fall 
into  conversation  with  I  hem.     He  felt  (hat  if  they  knew 
her  he   would   resent  it,  and  that,  if  tlu-y  did  not,  he 
would    call    them    blind    idiots.     The    i)urchase    (-f    a 
perfectly  unnecessary  can  of  tobacco  at  the  store  did 
(jtFer  a  conversational  opening,  but   the  store-keeper 
recognized   him   as   "that    durned     English   Icrd-feller 
what's  livin'  up  to  Pr(>->cott's"  and,  as  >uch,  ti.iited 
him    with    aggressive  ecjuality,    not    to   say    rudeiuss, 
just  to  assert  the  Yankee  indifTerence  to  such  presump- 
tuous nonsense  as  a  title. 

This  course  of  treatment  did  not  tend  to  encourage 
confidences,  and  Cecil  left  the  store  no  wiser  than  when 
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he  entered  it,  except  for  a  new  note  on  ihe  American 
attitnde  toward  the  British. 

Passing  the  outskirts  of  the  vilhige,  which  in  sooth 
were  short  enough  and  ([uickly  left  heliiiul,  he  came 
to  .1  hoi:se  which  had  attracted  his  transient  notice 
on  liis  previous  walk.     It  was  a  square,  ..Id-fashionc'. 
building,  with  overhanging  second  an<i  third  stories. 
and  a  gray  shingh-f]  roof.     The  hou.c  itself  was  i)ainted 
white  with  greer.  tritTiinings,  us  was  tiie  picket  fence 
before  it.     It  had  a  dehghtfully  spick-an,]-si)an  appear- 
ance for  all  it  was  so  ancient,  and  the  garden  was  an 
orderly  riot  of  l)l()sso,ns.     Never  had  he  seen  flower. 
in    greater    i)rofusion.     The    beds    fairly    overflowed 
with  them;  they  flung  themselves  against   the  privet 
hedges   on   either    hand;   and   over   the   narrow   stooj, 
with  its  twin  scats,  eushioned  in  red,  flamed  a  crimson 
rambler,    whih-   against    the   walls    grew   honeysuekl.- 
and   morning  glory   in  a  tangled    mass  of  loveliness. 
The  flowers  grew  as  if  in  gratitude  to  a  loving  heart, 
piling  uj)  beauty  upon  beauty   in  their  eagerness  to 
please.     And  all  this  in  a  space  not  more  than  thirty 
feet  square. 

But  best  of  all  was  the  mistress  of  the  place.     She 
w;ls  a  fat  woman,  well  past  middle  age,  clad  in  a  gown 
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of  flowerotl  cliintz  ami  ;i  Iar<;f'  l)r()\vii  aprmi.  Slic  wore 
a  hu|^o  white  Miii-honncI  ou  her  head,  and  iiias-ive, 
\clli>\v,  itrarden'mfi;  f^lovcs  covered  lier  hand-;.  She 
moved  aiuonf^  her  flowers  with  some  diiTiculty  hut  great 
<l('lerini)ialioiK  weeding  here,  ])runing  there,  unci 
eventually  kiiei^liiiu'  to  transi)Iaiit  a  bonier  of  ineipicnt 
<i'\conil)s.  She  worked  as  though  slic  loved  her 
(I  r.vers  V(>ry  inu(  li,  howheit  ^he  was  obliged  to  pause 
e\cry  little  uliilc  and  wijx'  the  perspiration  from  her 
larij,e  pink  face  willi  the  ai)ron,  while  she  panted  for 
breath.  A  more  motherly  soul  (-(nild  not  well  be  im- 
agined, nor  kindlier  seeming.  Tie  liked  her  at  sight, 
and  as  he  stood  looking  over  the  gate,  watching  her, 
while  she,  uni'<)nseious  ol  his  presence,  persevered  with 
her  task,  he  thought  of  how  his  favourite  hero  in 
fiction  had  stood  at  such  a  gate  before  such  a  garden 
\s  hile  a  very  different  sort  of  female  worked  with  gloves 
and  trowel;  and  l)y  the  very  force  of  contrast  between 
the  two  women  he  half  unconsciously  uttered  aloud 
the  words  of  the  book: 

"How  do  you  do,  aunt.  T  am  your  nephew,  David 
Copperfield." 

At  the  sound  of  his  voice  the  fat  woman  dropped 
the  trowel  in  ;ima7emeiit   and  turned  toward  him. 
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"Laws  sakfs!"  >li,>  cried  in  a  iii.|I,,\v  voice.  "[ 
thougiit  al  Hr>f  I  nui^t  a'  Imtii  -Ircainiii^'.  II,,\v  ,|i,| 
yoii  ever  come  to  siy  tlial,  youn-  man.'" 

"Really,  I  scarcely  know  w  li.it  iri.ule  rue  s;iy  it," 
ho  replied  pleasanlly.  -'Il  j,ist  runv.  I'crliap.  I.e- 
rause  the  setfiiitr  is  so  perfect." 

"Aha!  one  of  the  i)r(.t'e.>si,,n,  I  see."  said  the  fat 
woman,  l.eamini:  with  plea^nre;  -staying  around 
these  i)ar!<  on  a  vacation.  I  snpj)ose?" 

"Well,  yes;  in  a  way,"  replied  Cecil.  <miling. 
"Well,  well,  don't  e\j)lain  Ics'n  y<.u  wish,"  .she  .said 
f-'ood  humourcdiy,  returning  the  smile.  "To  think 
of  your  reco-nizing  me  from  the  Ilelsy  Trotwood  part, 
though!  And  me  grown  so  stout  .since  leaving  the 
stage,  too.  My,  my!  Won't  you  come  in?  Lew. 
'"■'11  he  real  glad  to  see  you;  he  always  does  enjoy  .seeiu' 
folks  that  remembers  us.  You'll  see  he  ain't  changed 
so  much  as  me." 

"Thank  you,  I  shall  he  delighted  to  come  in,  if  I 
may,"  replied  Chamboyne.  "What  a  lovely  garden 
,\ou  have!" 

"  Ye.s,  it  >  nice,"  said  his  hostcs.s  cheerfully.  "  D'  you 
know  when  we  were  on  the  road  all  the  time  doing 
the  hig  circuits,  I  used  .sometimes  to  .see  places  like 
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this,  and  niy!  clidn'l  I  wish  they  urn-  mine!  AI\va\s 
wanted  tu  buy  Vni,  and  althou^'Ii  now  we've  been 
living  here  for  year>,  just  as  eomfortable  and  oosey 
as  can  l)c,  soiiKHinie^  I  can't  scarcely  bclic\c  it.'-  true." 
>lie  laujzhed  like  a  j)leaved  child  and  stoojx'd  to  rub 
her  knee,  '"('cpl  when  I've  been  kneelin;;-  on  the 
danif)  urourid  loo  lonji."  she  added  with  an  appreciative 
chuckle. 

Cecil,  scrutiniziiiii  her  lace  as  she  sjK)ki>,  saw  that  she 
had  once  been  very  pretty.  Her  small  and  delicate 
features  were  subnicrfzed  in  a  very  ocean  of  ficsli,  and 
the  once  dimpled  little  chin  was  now  merely  the 
starting  point  from  which  half  a  dozen  others  more 
ample  rippled  down  to  her  broad,  wliite  collar.  But, 
despite  her  great  hulk,  she  was  somehow  not  at  all 
grotesque  or  repul.>ive,  and  with  advancing  years  had 
retained,  perhajjs  increased,  her  charm.  Her  blue  eyes, 
which  .seemed  ^mall  in  comparison  with  the  brcadtii 
of  her  face,  but  which  were  in  reality  of  a  very  good 
i\zc,  beamed  upon  the  world  in  uncritical  kindliness. 
"So  you  live  here  all  the  time  now?"  remarked 
Ceeil,  not  wishing  to  commit  himself  by  .saying  any- 
thing indiscreet,  yet  nrost  fearfully  anxious  to  learn 
more  of  this  nice  woman. 
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"^(<>.  (■v<T  Miicc  \vf  retired.  'I'Ik  rc'^  jii>t  riie  and 
l.ew.uiid  Kizuh,  tlial's  thecal.  Once  in  a  w  liile  some 
old  |);d  (.ome>  to  vi^il  us  I'lit  not  olten.  \\m  >eo,  lt*.s 
Kind  (.'  out  of  the  way  down  Iktc.  Tiien  somelitiK's 
.V'Mipo;  f,,ll^,  conic-  to  <^c{  a  good  |,„,k  ,,l  ulial  a  .'.(// 
^.iiid.-\  iile  .iiti-l    looks  like." 

"And  it  i.  well  worth  the  jonniey,"  he  an-wcrcil  with 
a  liow. 

She  aceei)ted  the  tribute  firaeeftilly,  and  tlioii  puflVd 
U|)  the  two  low  step>  whicli  led  to  I  he  slouj). 

".Iiivt  wait  a  s,-c\"  she  >aid.  •'till  I  ijive  Lew  a  Call." 
^he  tiiriisl  h.T  liead  itito  the  hallway  and  cried  out 
in  her  throaty  voice-     "Xuniher  Eight!     Oh.  Xuniher 
Kifjht!     N'liniher    Kighl  on!     That'.s   th.-   way   we  al- 
ways call   each  other,"   she   remarked    in  an  a>ide  to 
Chamhoyne.       "Of   eoiirse,   ours    being   >uch    a   liigh- 
<'l;iss  turn  we  was  always  put  on  number  eight.     Then 
the  audience,  -oon  as  we  were  through,  u-ed  to  begin 
to  leaw,  for  there  wa..  nothing  left  on  the  programme 
but  acrol)ats  and  >uch  like.     Hut  they'd  sit   through 
;:ny    kind    of    nonsense  to  get   our   act.     However,   I 
don't  have  to  tell  //ou  that!" 

Cecil  nodded,  as  that  seemed  Mifliciently  amfiiguous. 
and  the  woman  again  c.djcd  t,,r  "Number  Kigiit." 
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a  tnoiiKMit.  "Hut  lir'II  turn  up  iu  a  short  wliilc,  fnr 
if^  ni'vst  luncli  linnv  ^■.)^^1I  >lay  an. I  cat  with  us, 
of  'ourse?" 

He  protcstc.l  very  'aintlN,  iiotliin^'  loatli  to  n-Mi.iiu. 
Lif<-  \va-  l)t>i_()uuiig  full  df  adventures!  ll  was  (luitc 
<l.Ii^!itfui. 

"I.,  t's  ^il  .ut  lieiT  oil  tlic  .>t(K)p,'"  Slid  the  fat 
woman.  "I'll  sit  on  this  «.ido  and  you  II  have  to  take 
Mif  otluT." 

"Rigiit!  Thai  will  hv  pl.-a.sant."  said  1... 
ami  started  to  comply,  pushing'  >.Mde  what  scfuicd 
to  be  a  tremendous  liouciuct  to  do  so.  His 
hostess  £Mve  a  fuunv  litlk-  sci  .uu  and  i  aclied  for 
the  object. 

"Graciou.-..  ^fy  sum.  "r  at!"  she  panted.  "My, 
you  nearly  sat  on  it  I" 

"Oh,  I  Id'i,'  pardon  :'■  exclaimed  the  earl,  eyin^  tin* 
monstrous  creation  with  wonder.  "No  dam.  :,'t>  done, 
I  I  rust?" 

"\o,  men  ifully,  not  a  bit,"  she  beamed,  turnin;,' 
it  about  on  her  hand.  "HowdoyouHke  it.^  I  bou-lit 
it  this  mornint^  from  the  peddler  girl." 

"Till    ]ii  (Idler  ij'ri.-'"  <  riei !  Cecil. 
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"Yrs  ain't  ynii  (.-ver  sf-cn  licr?"  a-knl  H,,.  .•\-arirest, 
"  HmI  I  f..r^Ml  you're  a  stran-cr  amiitid  here." 
■■\\Ih)  i-,  she?"  he  asked  eagerly. 
"Why,  siie's  a  m'rl  u!io  (lti\r^  ;il,..iit  ^.  llirii,'  riiillirK-ry 
and  n.rd!,.^  and  tlir.ad  and  rll.I.ons  and  micIi  like. 
Slr.uige  ,.'irl  — M.rl  ,.f  jrypsy.  I  like  li.r.  tli,;nt;li, 
and  she  lias  a  fine  ta^fc  in  bonnets. " 

"Hon-  I.m-  ago  ua-  die  liere?"  aA.-d  Cvil  in-vrhv^ 
down   llic  road. 

"Thi-,  rnornin-.  Wl.y.^"  ,,ueii.-,l  tl,,.  f.-.t  woman. 
Then  .h.-  looked  at  liirn  shrrwdly.  "^'onn^'  fello.v. 
yon  luiir  m;u  the  ix-d.Hcr  ciii,"  >li(>  accnM-.l. 

Cecil,   tak.'ii   nnauaro,  l.hishcij    \i\idly. 

"\ou  have  nie,"  he  said  >ini|jly,  sccinfr  that  dis- 
semblance was  useless. 

"Spoken  to  her.5" 

"No,""  he  replied. 

"Running  al'ler  her,  eh?" 

('e(il  was  annoyed  t..  fin.)  that  he  was  blushing 
again. 

"I  hav.>  <r.-n  h.T  twice,  and  sh,.  pi,|„..d  mv  eurio-itv, 
(liat  IS  all,"  he  answered,  will.  a.  nuuli  di-nity  as  ho 
'•""I'l     inn-ter.      "Does     her    regular     route    lie    pu.t 
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SIu'  looked  ill  liirii  ^ii^iiiiiiiu-<ly  hcfun-  replying. 
Then  >lic  laimlHcl. 

"[  iiiii'l  going  to  Ifll  ^oti,  ilear,"  she  dei  larrd.  "I 
•  lon'l  know  why  I  slioiil  I  liollicr  uhoiil  ;i  stray  gvp.sy 
!-'irl,  lull  I'm  not  going  to  lid])  -vl  ;i  JiancNonn  young 
man  like  you  on  licr  trackl  A-i  a  matter  of  fait,  I 
lion't  know  11  tiling  akout  Loili  exeejil  thai  I  ha\c 
honght  my  --ummer  liat>  from  her  the^<-  la>l  two  yrar>. 
I»ut  ^om(>!i(>\\  I  feel  ^nre  she'-,  u  good  girl,  and  lia\iiig 
>een  too  many  -ueli  gel  iiilo  Irouhle  in  my  lime,  I'll 
keep  tlii-  one  (iul  if   I  can." 

He  looked  ;it  her  with  .siirpriso,  wondering  ut  licr 
\chemenee. 

"Oh,  l)ul  I  say,"  lit-  remon^t rated,  mueli  liiirt,  "  F 
don't  mean  any  harm,  you  know!" 

She  gazed  at  him  very  earnestly  U)r  a  raonicnl, 
I'joking  slraiglil  into  his  eyes.  They  were  Liue  like 
her  own,  and  hone>t  lo  a  degroo.  ITe  w;i,s  a  very 
prepossessing  young  man,  and  she  had  laken  an 
immense  fancy  lo  him.  Furthermore,  she  v. as  a 
good  judge  of  character,  and  her  instinct  told  her 
to  trust  liiin. 

"Why,  I  helieve  you,"  she  said  at  length.  "Do 
yon  iiit<-nd  to  do  the  straight  thing.''" 
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To  liis  ,.uri  iiiuiu-nsc  as|,,Mi.liim-n!  Ik-  ii<ui.].-.|  !ii. 
Ii<';hI  s(i!(>iiuily. 

"Well,"  she  said,  "I  ,-x]h-cI  v.„i  ,„oan  it,  and  s.. 
ri!  fell  you  something.  She's  goin-  to  pass  throw,-}, 
Ix^e  this  afternoon  and  stop  at  the  house  of  a  friend 
of  mine,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Smith.  There!"  She  sat  fKi.k 
Iriunipliantly. 

"Oh,  fhani:  you!"  said  C'hamboyne  gratefully. 

"You're  weieome,"  she  reph'etl. 

Cecil  moved  uneasily  in  his  .<-a(  and  automatically 
tVlt  for  his  wateh  fof>.  At  w!  ;.t  lime  would  she  !..■  it. 
I.ee,  he  Wondered. 

The  woman  opposite,  who  ha. I  observed  his  nKne- 
ment  and  <jcsliire,  laughed. 

"  ^  ou'll  ucyvr  suceef<I  in  your  profession  if  you  don't 
learn  to  control  your  features  better,  young  man," 
sh.«  teased.  -  X.-ver  fear,  you'll  get  to  Lee  time  enough 
after  lunch.  .>he  won'!  be  there  b.-fore  five,  for  she's 
going  up  to  .lones-s  on  fop  of  F?ald-l..-aried  Mountain 
first.  So  forget  her  for  a  while  and  fell  me,  is  iny  hat 
becoming?" 

Gravely  she  untied  the  brings  of  her  s„nbonnet 
and  !ai<i  it  aside  while  sh<-  fried  on  th-  monstrous 
concoction    of    lace    and    flowers,    and    turn.-!    .ibout 
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for  his  inspection.  It  was  a  ^vondcrl'ul  and  ft-arful 
picturt'  that  she  made,  but  when  she  took  to  giving  liirn 
an  imitation  of  an  Irish  cook  on  Easter  Sundav',  lie 
applauded  boisterously  and  sincerely,  for  the  perform- 
ance ua--  inimitable. 

In  the  midst  of  it  a  nijui  appeared  in  the  iloorway. 
He  was  a  tall,  thin  individual,  with  lean  blue  chci-ks 
and  heavy  black  brows.  A  shock  of  gray  hair,  worn 
rather  long,  covered  his  head,  and  his  deep-set  eyes 
glowered  out  upon  the  worh'  dramatically.  It 
retinired  a  second  glance  to  assure  the  ol)ser\<T  that 
he  did  not  wear  ruffles  and  stojk,  so  perfectly  would 
they  have  s  .ited  his  appearance.  But  the  long  black 
coat  which  draped  itself  loosely  upon  his  lank  figure 
was  in  keeping  with  his  tout  ensemble,  aud  as  he  leaned 
against  the  lintel,  posing  instantly  on  catching  sight 
of  the  visitor,  he  looked  every  inch  the  traditional  actor 
t)f  the  old  school. 

"Ah,  wife,  who  is  our  honoured  guest'"  he  inquired 
in  a  deep  and  resonant  tone,  waving  a  thin  white  hand 
toward  Cecil  in  cumbersome  jocularity  as  he  spoke. 

"Why  dear  me.  Lew!"  exclaimed  the  lady,  "where 
have  you  been?  I  called  you  cpiite  a  spell  ago!  This 
is  our  young  friend,  and  I  guess  I  may  say  without 
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vanity.  a.linir.T.  Mr.-  M,-.-^  ,vhy.  goo.lnoss  me! 
I've  never  so  niucli  as  as^ed  your  „a,iu-.  youn-  man." 
"Cecil  Fitz-Williains-  Mippli,-,!  t-hamlK,yne. 
■'Fitz-\ViIIiaiii>,"  imirmiin  1  tliclal  woman.  "Afraid 
I  .lever  heani  of  y,,,..  Hnt  prrhap.  y„n  haven't  f.een 
<>"  tin-  sta^rc-  |„„.v  ^v^.ij_  q^  Fil/-\ViIIiams.  Mr. 
Frotheroe!" 

•'Honoured;  delinl.led,"  sai.l  (Veil  lunvin^. 
-Ah!  a  memhrr  of  fi,,.  d.-ar  profession?"  .ieelainicd 
th.'  .-x-a.'for.      -It  is  a  plea^nrr  to  meet  yon.  .ir.      Vou 
must  m.t  feel  olirnded  or  di-hearten,.,l  that    u,-  do  not 
know  youi   name:  i>  it  real  i,r  sta^e?" 

"I  Ik-  your  pardon?"  said  the  <-arI  inciuirin^dy. 
"The  name;  i.>  it  y,mr  own?"  said  IVotheroe. 
"Oh,  y.'s,  indeed,"  said  Cecil. 

•'H'lt   you   hav   another  one    -  the   public  one  ~ 
I)erhap>?" 

"Well,  \cs."  renlied  ('ceil    ■.)   ■,  I,     ■    "  i 

njMiiii  V  ((11,  al  .1  Iijss,      some  people 

call  me  Chamlniyne.  you  know." 

"All.  .ves;  „f  ..„„rM.."  .;d(l  his  host  va-uely.  But 
it  was  evident  thai  lhi>  nan.e  eonv(n-ed  no  niore  to 
'"■'»  fl'-'i"  tlu'  first  on.,  had,  and  that  he  merely  assum,-d 
a  familiarity  with  it  in  .nder  to  spare  the  vanity  of 
Uiis   unknown   [layer. 
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"  \r(-  you  in  the  Ic^itimato  or  a  .ketch?-  asked 
Ihc  (•..n.f..rlal,Ic-  Mr>.  I'rotlieroc.  primping  licr  luit 
dili^onlly. 

('.•(•il  IVlt  he  was  hoiii-  forced  into  a  faNe  position 
from  whieii  he  must  extricate  himself  at  once,  if  at 
alk  lint  th(  leceplion  seemed  harmless  enou'^li,  and 
h.  uas  'oath  to  disa{)point  the  tuo  hy  any  di.claiiniii',' 
of  th.-  ciiaraeter  which  they  had  put  upon  hiui.  so  lie 
essayed  the  more  anmsing  course  of  maintairimg  it. 

"Ah— oh  — that  is,  not  the  legitimate."  said  he 
reproael-.fully.     "I  woiddn't  do///,;/,  don't  you  know.- 

rrothci  .e  smiled  on  him  l.enignly  at  this  and  asked. 
"What  is  your  sptNialty?" 

"Shooting,"  Cecil  replied  promptly  from  force  of 
hahit.  and  then  l)lanched  with  fear  of  having  made  an 
irrej)aral)le  blunder.     Hut  his  terrors  were  needless. 

"Ah!  FAhil)ition  shooting.  Hum!"  said  Protheroe. 
"Not  .(uite  such  a  high-class  act  as  ours  used  to  he, 
hut  credit al)le  enough  in  its  way.  Still  you  eould 
hardly  call  it  acting,  could  you  now.^" 
"No,  indeed,"  said  Cecil  humbly. 
"Why,  Ix?\v!"  cried  Mrs.  Protherne.  "That's 
not  a  polite  thing  to  say  to  the  young  man  after  his 
walking  out   to  see  us  because  of  admiring  our  .act, 
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.•in<l  liavin-  sii,!,  u  rcspccl  for  the  old  mI.ouI.  Ju^t 
•Link,  although  hv  must  Imvc-  Ik-  i  quiu-  ^  .small 
l.oy  wlieu  Im-  saw  it.  lu-  reco-ni/..-.!  nu-  from  tli,-  Hotv- 
I'rotwood  part.  :iii<l  me  <rrouii  so  stout,  to,)'" 

"Wdi.  my  dear,"  rq.iiod  Ikt  hu.|,aii<l.  "tluTc-s 
frw  that  ever  suw  you  in  the  part  that  .•ould  forf:,.t 
you,  stout  or  no.  And  as  for  Mr.  Fit/.-Willianis.  ]„. 
will,  I  ;ini  sure,  for.i^'ivc  a  rudeness  uliieh  1„.  unist  fe.l 
certain  was  ■inintentional.  And  now,  if  it  is  ready. 
perhaps  hv  will  share  our  fruf,'al  rf])ast." 

Cecil  renewed  his  thanks  and  acvptanee.  and  .Mr, 
i'rotheroe.    -athering    up    her    ^l.v.-.,    hat,    and  sun- 
bonnet,  led  the  way  into  th.-  uide,  coo]  hall,  .omarking 
us  she  went : 

"Ready  in  a  moment,  gentlemen,  hut  not  fru"al 
Oh.  no.  not  with  my  appetite;  and  I  dare  .say  Mr.  Fitz- 
Willianis  will  feel  the  sam<>  after  his  walk." 

'I'h.-  earl  followed,  wildly  curious  to  know  who  the.sc 
impossibly  delightful  peoj)l(>  were. 

Li-a  byhim.self  f,,ra  few  moments,  he  had  the  oi)i)or- 
tunity  of  -lancing  alx.ut  him  and  strivin-  for  .some 
clue  to  the  fame  of  his  hosts.  Nor  had  he  f.ir  to  look. 
The  walls  of  the  hall  in  whieh  he  stood  were  cover.-d 
by  an  array  of  (I.-, ring  posies,   h.'raids  of  tlie  vaude- 
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vUl-  trcupc,  and  on  theni  in  p"  'autie  letters  wliieh 
threw  the  'lames  of  the  lesser  lights  below  into  prae- 
tical  oblivion,  was  printed: 

MR.  &  MRS.  LEVM:LLK\   PR()'riIKJU)E 

Ti.e    Marvellous  Inipersonalors  of 
Characters  from  Dickens's  NOvek. 

Chromes  of  variciru  ..,1  .^/.e  and  hue.',  displayed  th.- 
tuo  as  [JtHc  Durritt  and    her  f^raiidfalher.   as  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Squcers,  and  the   Venerra.       \n  the  silting  room 
\Ncrc  many  photographs  of  the  retired  artists,  in  and 
I'ut   of  ehuraeter.      In   most  of  these   Mrs.   I'rotheroe 
appeared   as  a  slim  and   very   pretty  yonng  woman; 
Iiiit   the  character    »f  Joe,   the  crossing  sweeper,  was 
jicrhaps  tlie  most  appealing,  for  in  it  her  charmingly 
romided  limbs  were  vidble  through  the  tatters  of  the 
b..yish  costume,  and   her  eyes,  accentuated  by  cos- 
metics, were  cast  upward  in  a  winning  and  jtathetie 
manner.     There  wad  al>o  a  very  pretty  picture  of  her 
as  Dora   in   "  Davi.i  Copperficld,"   in   which    :Ac  was 
tlressed  in  a  high-waisted  gown  and  l)eribl)oned  bonnet 
and    looked    quite    like    a    a..ll.     There    were    fuiuiy 
I)ictures  of  her,  loo,  among  which  were  notably   Cherry 
PrvkmiJ)-  .en. I  lirtsy    Trotirood,  in  which  she  was  tran>- 
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formed,  and  which  seeinod  to  CV'iil  to  bo  luarwl- 
lous'.y  exact  in  their  iiiterprt'tutioii  of  these  characters. 
Soim-  of  the  jjortruits  of  .Mr.  ProtlitTut'  were  no  I(>ns 
interest  ill",',  and  us  XicholiLs  X  ic/.lrhi)  Ik-  uas  as 
liandsoine  and  attractivi'  as  he  was  repul-ive  and 
terril)Ie  in  the  impersonations  of  I'riah  Flap  or  Scrooge. 

*' Hy  Jove  I  if  they  could  act  llii>  must  have  been 
rij)]<ing,"  murnnircd  Cecil  as  he  looked  them  over. 

Framed  clii)i)inf,'s  from  newspap(>rs  alM)  adorned  the 
walls  of  the  sitting  room,  and  tesliiicd  tlial  the  acting 
of  the  I'rotheroes  was  unsurpassed;  it'  one  believed 
these,  the  ccmviction  as  to  their  subjects'  al)ilities  was 
complete.  Pro{4 •amines  with  tiie  I'rotlieroes'  names 
cipoa  them,  and  bearing  the  insignui  of  theatres  '  )tli 
English  and  American,  and  dales  ranuin .;  back  thirty 
years  or  more,  hung  about  in  neat  passe-partout  frames 
and  on  ever;>  hand  were  tokens  wliieh  spoke  of  the 
owners'  profession.  Tlie  furniture,  too,  wa>  very  odd, 
no  two  pieces  matching  or  ev(>ri  1)cing  of  the  same 
character.  Yet  each  thing  was  interesting  individu- 
ally, and  as  a  whole  the  efYect  was  extraordinarily 
homelike  and  liviible.  One  of  the  dioorations  puzzled 
Cecil  greatly.  It  was  a  large  gilt  picture  frame  big 
enough  to  have  held  a  life-size  portrait.     It  was  empty, 
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however,  and  inside  its  gori;c-ou>  l..nmdaries  hung 
sundry  small  prints  and  photogra{)h>.  Ik-  u-as  juil. 
wondering  what  its  reason  lur  existence  could  he 
when  his  host  appeared  uitl.  tlie  uunuuncenicnt  ihal 
Iinicheon  was  reaily. 

"I  see  y..M  arr  adnuriiiu'  (lie  Fraiui-."  remarked  Mr. 
Trotheroc  in  re.ksniman  tunes.  "U  is  very  rich, 
i>  it  iiiit.'" 

-Wry.  indc.'d,-  rephVd  (  iKuuIu.ync;  -buL  why  i.s 
it  empty  if  1  may  a-k?" 

"Ah!"  said  llir  c\-actor.  -the  answer  is  (.hvion.s: 
uv  havr  urvn-  l..rn  al.lr  (.,  find  a  picture  wortliy  vl 
putting  into  il .'"' 

"Soy.ni  bought  jti.t  llic  framc.^"  asked  Cecil. 

"E.xaetly.  In  a  d.roraL.r's  si.,.,,,-  ua,  tlie  r,.^Ay. 
"My  wife  and  I  admire  it  greatly.  Why  trouble  to 
add  a  picture.^" 

"Why,      ind(>e,!:'-    eel,„ed     tlu-      eark    :.n,l    deci.hd 

""■"'"".^   '!'^'t  l!,e  re.i  of  the  mrniture  must  have  been 
procured  upon  similar  'mpul.ses. 

Afler  a  meal  .,f  f,u^,\  chicken,  sala.l.  waffles,  a.-.d 
c:hoc..late,  wliieh  was  consume.l  during  a  most  pleasant 
conversation,  and  further  enlivened  by  many  inter- 
c'sting  and  amusing  reminiscences  on  the  part  of  the 
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kind  host  a.ul  hostess.  CV-dl  to,.k  a  Lall'-r-luclaul  .lo- 
p.Tti.r...  accompanicMl  as  fa,  as  il...  ,,,.. ,,,  ^,,,„,  ^^.j^^^^. 
instructions  for  n-a,.|.i„g  L,.,.  were  given  hhn. 

"Von  uaik  slra.Vl.t  on  a  -p..|l.  t  ill  ,■„„  .■..rne  to  a 
F''-'"'''  wlu'r.>  thnv  n.a.K  „„..•(.  Th,.  st.-ep  ,.,...  ,,,es 
n^'l.t  ..p  Drv.Ts  MouMlai,,,  tl.r  Mii.MIe  ,.„<•  .....s  over 
'"  '5'^MoM.  ami  ||„.  .„,.  ,..  ,1,..  |„n  [,  „,..  o.,e  yo,, 
--"  '•      M.S.    ProtI.eroe     tol.l    |,i,n.    a-ul     f,.,.„      ,1,^. 

'"K   'ns    car,,     he    ha.le    the,.,    far-uvll,    p,.o,nising    to 
retiir,!  soon. 

<•-•'■'    ''•■'«'   "ol    u-aike,!   far  hefore   he   .an.e   „po„   a 
ua,o,.  ,|^a^v„  .lowly  along  |,y  a  pair  of  .toni    horvs 

'"^''  '"'"'""  "t.-rrlfie  height  will,  m-u-  .hah-s  Mu-h  .s 
^.reKs..|n,pr,,,,,i,,,,,^j,.^^^^^^_^_^_^,^^,_.^^^^^^^_^^^^.^^^^^ 

"  '"■'-'"  ■''■''  '"■  ^"•-'"-  As  the  uagon  n.ove.i  thev 
'•'•••"'^•"'  '"i'-'-'i'y-  ^training  at  the  clean,  n.-w  rop.'s 
;'"'   '"^"-'  ^'"•'■'-     At      ...  v...y  top  of  this   .waving 

-a.lsatan-izen..,|lit,I..„,a„  who.lron.  Ih,.,.am  while 
'-ng,ng  very  eo.nfortuhly  in  the  eorner  of  a  lax.n-ions 
\v,cker  so,',-  . 

••ll.'ilr..    <ln,„^.,.r-    .,.1,1    ll.is    i,„Hvi,l„;,l    dnnving 
-n.lsirf,t,,fn,,o»rl,.,,d-,,.,,ki,,«i,,„,..,„,,„i^,. 
Hev'  a  ride." 

"Thanks.  I  will."  r.^,AU.l  ree.i,  uho  none  the  h.s 
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!.K,k.'<l     M.inculiHt    .l,.iil,(|-,i|iy     at    llu.    h.-jglil    u!    ll„ 
{jrofliTfil  scat. 

"AU   right,    s..,.;,y.  j,.st    .tcp   „n    th-   arnu-l.c-r.   an' 
"'^'"   •'•'•   ""•'    ''•••"-   tal.k   an-   th,-,,..,,  to   Ih'  M-tt.v. 
'■'"■'\     tlirr     way.      All     rij,M,t?      (;it     •,.,,,,     .,,,,.,     (j,^ 
iip.  lOiiiiiyl" 

An,]    M.     cnconrafrci.    the     pationt    horses   startrM 
I'Tuar.l   airah.  with  (he  additional  htmlrn. 
■•'rravcliiii-  (nr-f  askr.j  the  ol.j  man. 
■•T(.    L,v.-    re.pon,],'.!    (V,.ii.      •'Ah,,,,,    ,;,    ,„i,,.^_ 
i>n'l  it.^" 

^   "N'^in,    ci^ht.-   repli,.,!   ,!„.     ,,11,,.^  ,K.>simi.tiraily. 
■"Xran^aa-  ■roiin.l  IhcM-  j.arls,  ain't  ve?" 
•Ves." 

Thcx  |-,.ll  into  soine  .1,-MiItory  talk,  and  the  chair 
peddler  a.vepled  a  pipef.,!  of  tlM>  superfluous  tobacco 
^••I'i'f'  (Veil  had  lH.Uf:ht  that  n,or>.in«.  Smoking 
Pnucd   a   sort    of   luhrieator   to   the   old   gentlenian's 

'■■""'''•■'''.V.    a"d    presently    he    broke    into  querulous 

''"ntidenco. 

'•Seen„.d    |ik..    f    never  .ho.M  git   started   out    ter- 

'l^'.v.  '    fH"    be.an.     "rertain    ter    -oodness,    orie't    a 

^^-"•^'"    gits    l.uyin-    things    there    ain't    no    stoppi„' 
her!"' 


'\    -i:\Rcir   ()[     \iM\nv 

TluM.  a>  (Vn'onK  ,,.,.|.|...|  1ms  |,,..,d  sagely.  u.tlM.uL 

r.--M..Vin-  I,i,  pi,.,.,   throtllrrcoilliu, !..<!; 

"""'•>■'•  '  -i.v.  ||„.  „„„•>„„•  irr  Mira  Jonkins  ilhvt\ 
my  uflV).  I  ir>t  ...n.T  „,  ,..,  |,<v  tin.  .fl.-rnooM  l.v 
fol.r  n-rlork    l.r   .rr   that    uno    |,..I,.I    f.ll,.,-   ;„  „„f     ,o,nr 

''' '■^-     •^'"•'•■^  '  '•""■'   .^il   ll.-r.-.  iM.in-,,  ,|.,v  latr  ■,!- 

r.-.ly.su,n..ntl,..rf..!l..r-|i  •,(  I  h- tr.,,1,..  An"  no  m.ou.t 
"""'  '  "■"  '■'-^'•^•'""  i'  "'•'■'  np  ..,„„..-.  th-p..i.il.,.  .ir! 
'""'  ""■•  '•'•^->-  ''■••"'■  -..on  „•  I,,.,.-,,  ,„•  Mira  ...l 
"'•'I    1"->1<   11!.   \^Ill.   I.nyi,,-   .f,ir   „il,,,    I,..,  t,,,,,    ^,,^.^^ 

^^•'"'  "'"■!'•  P.'I'ivrriM-  an-  taikin"  ..vr  slyl.-..  I  .i;,!,,'-^ 

Kit  a  I.lrv.Ml  mouthful  t<T  rat  till  ,•<.,,,..  m.ar  len  uVI.K-k. 
An'  look  at  tlu-  <listaii(v  I  ^ot   I.t  iroyJC" 

■'IV.MI<M-^'irl:-,sai,l(V,H..an.h-s|v;-'uhal  au  n,M 
"••'•"I'^"i'>"  f'T  a  ^irl;  hut  1  M.ppoM-  .|„.  j.  n-.l!,.  ,„ 
ulil    uorn.ui,   eh?"" 

■•<>M.     i.nthiu-:-     sMortcl     Ih.     man.      -Sh,.     aiu'l 
"•'^'''"'  ""u--..  a  l.al.y.  an-  p,u-ly  ...  ,„.•  of  .hr...  h,.„. 
soap  a.lvcrtiM.m.-nts  y.-r  >r<-  ,|oui.  t.  .■  (h*  ^lon-s.'- 
■'AihI  who  is  she:- "a. !;,.,!  (h, .,.;,,!. 
"Oh!     For  as  Mr/ oor.."  |hr  m,,n  n^pli,.,).  -.hr  ain't 
nofhin-  I.ut  or  ?:ypsy  ^W]  thol   ^rlU  I„„:nets  an*  srcl, 
'n<o  t.a.h.     Shr  ron.es  alon,.  In  iW  spring  nuvst  gen- 
erally,   an-    my    wife    I.uys    stufF    fnun    her      'Most 
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evcr>body   •round   thc^f  j^arls   knows  Iicr.     She  fits 
a  party  good  trade,  I  guess." 

"Is  she  always  lone  —  no  Iiu0,,iii,i?*'  asked  Ce.il. 

"(Ireut  Sani  Mill,  mo!  She  wunL  even  l,x)k  at  any 
V  lir  f.llers,"  siiid  therhair  vender.  "  Ver  ji>t  .HiKhter 
see  her  freeze'  \-ui  ul„„  tiny  git  frr^h!  By  l„..k: 
l.ut  she's  got  a  Iul'I.  "m"  nii.'lily  way  uh.n  slie  wants! 
iii'l  ^lir-s  n-al  ki,,,!.  I,,,,,  t.r  all  Ih'  clnkln-n,  an'  ,«very 
one  thet  tn-aU  hrr  M,uan-.  An'  ll.r  women  lolk<  i's 
j(  >l  jijiiiuit  cra/y  ahoiil   Ikt." 

••An,|    .la-   .lay.    uiU.    ih..  other  gyp.k^   i„    uinU-r. 

I  MIJJJXIX'.'" 

-1    .iiiiin...      M.l.l,,.   ,1,,.  ,io,.s."   Slid    the   man.      -J 
alii'l  nrvcr  ^ccii  licr  uitli  ii..nc,  lli(,n;,'li.'* 

"Uuiu'.-  .said   ('..,ii.      -Know  anything  vU,-  about 
Ikt?" 

'1"''*-  "'^"i  rav.  him  a  .d.arp  glance  an.l  an.swere.l. 
-N".',". shortly.  (Vvil  l,lt  at  on<v  that  tlu>  p.^ddler 
^^^'s  intentionally  resenlin,:,^  hi,  hilere.st.  and  had  for 
some  rea.sou  determinrd  to  .ay  nothing  further  of  the 
girl.  Had  all  the  <.ountry  side  elected  fhem.selves 
I'er  guardlan.s.^  It  .seeu,ed  quite  po.ssil.le;  and  when 
he  recalled  her  winsome  sweelne.ss  he  felt  sure  that 
such  was  the  case,  and  that  further  questioning  would 


4 


MICROCOPY    RESOLUTION    TEST    CHART 

ANSI  and   ISO   TEbl   CHART    No     2 


1.0 


I.I 


1.25 


36 


I  2.2 

III— 

lilll  1.8 


1.4 


1.6 


^     APPLIED  \t-AAGS     Inc 


•^^3    E.-st    Mam   Street 
■^Chester.    New    Vck         i^. 
'16)    482  -  0500  -  Phore 


KN     SL.  in   II     (■  F     AIK  AD  V 

!)C  nii-uii(ler>fu(K!.     So  lie  switc-lifd  tli.-  .■,Mi>.,T.salioii 
buck  Lu  a.  oiigiiiii  Mil.jc'cl :  lo  wit,  the  sale  of  chairs. 
*'\()a  (Jo  a  prclly  good  l)UMiifss:-'"  lie  iiiquimJ. 
"'Uvs  'if  no,"  replied  the  man.     "I  ain't  lied  cau.s«? 
ter  complain   none  (ill   this  year.     \'ou  sec,   ihar's  a 
youn.ir  IVher  took  up  thi>   n.ut,-.  an"   he',  hound   ter 
hurl  my   trade  M)mo.     StiH.  proh'iy  it'll  he  good  h-r 
me  ter  hcv'  ter  hustle  a  le.-llc;  when  folks  gits  ter  my 
age  they  need  a  mite  of  soniethin'  Icr  make  "em  k.vj) 
uj)   ter   tiler  mark.     Compclition'^   a   good    tiling   fcr 
the  coriMimcr,  anyways,"  he  chuckled  dryly,  and  then 
adde.l  sr,bcrly.     "I'd  hate  fer  thi.s  new  feller  ter  git 
■'.  T.  Smith'.s  trade." 

"The  hotel  keeper  .;t  Lee?" 

"The  same,"  said  the  chair  vender.  "An'  th' 
mean  part  of  it  is,  I  simply  got  ter  go  up  Devil's  Moun- 
tain an'  git  a  horse  an'  buggy  belonging  ter  my  wife's 
mother;  an'  that's  goin'  tei-  delay  me  somcthin'  terrible. 
It's  been  left  up  there  to  a  friend's,  an'  I  got  ter  git 
it  ter-night,  or  I'll  hear  'bout  it  when  I  git  home. 
Whut  ara  I  a-goin'  ter  do.'  Can't  take  th'  wagon  up; 
road's  too  steep.  Can't  leave  th'  wagon  on  th'  road 
fer  an  liour  while  I  walk  up;  'tain't  safe.  An'  even 
if  1  do   lake  th'  time   ter  do  all  thet,  I'll  miss  seeiii' 
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Smith  t(T-.lay.      I  siy.  ynnwj.  f.-lltT,  n)cl)hc  you'd  lik<« 
ler   e;irii   u  (|ii;irt(>r  hy  ^o\u'  up  Devir,  Mouiilaiu  t'rr 
Micl  Ii(>r>('  ■AU   ilri\  iu'  liiru  ter  Lee  fVr  iu<'?" 
Cecil  >iuile(l. 

""riiauks  awfully,   hut    I   caii't,"   lie  s;ii.I.   "hfcaus*' 

!'i<>  trulii  i^  Tvcuot  to  In- in  LiTal  four  o'clock  myself." 

"Duniit:     Ain't  thct  loo  l.aJ  I"  exclaim  ■(!  the  man. 

I  lien   he   tliout;Iit    a    moment,   eying    ('ceil  <'arne.stly 

a>  lu»  'lid  >>(). 

'■  [  tcll  you  what,  M)iniy,"  he  >ai(l  al  length.  "You 
<lri\c  !lii<  uagou  in  Icr  LtM'  fcr  ni(>,  an'  lell  J.  T.  Smitii, 
Kiireka  Hotel,  tliet  I'll  he  right  along:  an'  I'll  go  up 
the  niouulain  W-r  the  huggy.  I  won't  pay  yer  notiiiu' 
ter  tikiu"  a  free  ride  ler  where  yer  was  goiu'  anyway-, 
I'ut  mei)he  tint  arrangement  would  suit  yer.^" 

'■  \  es,  it  will  >iiit  m(>  very  well,"  replied  Cecil,  glanc- 
ing at  hi.-,  watch,  and  considering  the  saving  of  time 
which  the  riding  would  nuan. 

And  now  they  had  reached  the  cross-roads  described 
l>y  Mr>.  Profhero(>,  an<l  the  owner  of  the  wagon  de- 
-ceuded,  handing  the  reins  to  Cecil,  who  took  them  with 
a  suiMcu  feeling  of  a[)pearing  very  ridiculous.  Still, 
it  was  growuig  late,  an<l  lie  would  make  better  progress 
in  this  fa-hi'iu  than  afoot. 
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"lakr   !ir   .m.mI   trr   t!,"   ri-M.-  .ai,)   hU  <>inpIoyer; 
•■if>  M„„c  i,,:.,.M„n,T    then    (!„■    „,aiii    ,-(.;.,),    I,„t   US 
easier  ..„   tl,"  ,arl,  nn    j...!   ,..  .|,.„t.     T;.ke  good  keer 
f>"  111"  lio^M's,  ail"  .l(.n"l  dally  none." 
".V'vcr    Icar,"'    callc.l    tli,.    rail, 
s(t'(>(ls. 


wliippini.'    iiji    Ills 


••K^'nirnihrr,  .1.  T.Mnill,>.   Kmrka    IIotH.-  tl.c.,|,| 


man    \c||c,|.    aiii),    at    (',.,. 


li  ^    lioil    ot'   (•i)ii!j)ri-iicii.siuii, 


turned  uj,  (!„■  >t,v,,  road  I..  |),.vi.rs  .M.-mdain. 

H.uv  any  n.ad  .■-nld  !„•  na,,,.  |,.n.-!y  (|,an  ll,,.  .me 
('"•y  had  jn,t  (ravrrM.lC,.,.ii  ,,„d,l  ,„t  ,,,,i  j,,,,,;,,,.^ 
f'T  llH.y  had  n..|  pa..,.!  a  living  .,,,,1,  |5,„  ,]„.  ;,;„,,^ 
n-ay  appea.vd  du^ty  and  diad-l.-.,,  whilr  Ih,-  l,v-way 
v.-.is  pleasantly  cool  and  u.vn  ..anopied;  „,  |,e"  wilj- 
in-^v  turn..,]  into  fhelatt-r.  h.,ti,,..  t!;,.  hur>e.  eia.o.e 
"i^'i'- "V.  n  i,a<-,.  v,-hi!e  Ik- fi.lr,!  a  froh  p.ipe. 

Who  would  have  iniau'n.'d  l]n:i  ]„>  ,.„,,!d  ever 
I'.'ve  found  himself  in  hi>  pre^ait  podliun.'  \<,t  hi. 
ni^fo.nary  frii.nds  and  aecpiaintaaees  .,nv|y,  {',,,.. 
''•■'I'-  1".-1  of  all  him.elf:  Hut  there  he  ua.'.  a  peer 
"''  '''"  '''•""■^''  '•''"'"'■  una,-en.ton-..d  to  inlereonrse 
wdh  any  one  heyond  (he  .irele  of  ..H,  persons  as  his 
"''"•'■'•■""■<'  ''•■"I  supplie.l  him  uilh,  and  lillle^iven  lo 
•"''•■"""nv-.eekin-  I.y  na!nM--n>hl  in   the  .-idst  of 
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oiu>-     ufa    l).)ii;i-fi(ic    Advcistiirc.   v\illi    a    caj)!!;!!  A! 
Ur  \v;s>   iH'iii^r  ..injiloyt.,)    |,y   .,11   illil.-ratc  old   jHnMIrr. 
v.ho   was   uncnnx'iously   a,ssi>!irmr   hi,,i   j,,    the  caniol 
I-uPMiil    .,f   a   j,'yp>y  girl   „i    w)i,.in    he     know    ii  ,tl,in- 
savo  that   she  was   lovely!      H,.  Huvsv   hack   hi.   hra.l 
^Mi.l    huvAu'd   at    hin.M-lf,  the   gnrn  wood  cchoin,-   his 
niirlh.     And,  rnrthmnoiv.  what  had  lie  lojd  (he  ^ood 
woman    with   whom   he   had    liinelied  —  the  raudcrlllc 
artiste':"     He  hiughed  a^;ain,  and  then  sobered  sucklenly. 
Wiiai    luul    he    lold    her?      Did    he   mean    it?     Ye,,    a 
thousand  times,   yes.    IJut  it  was  madness.    Xo,  it  was 
not  either,  or  if  it   wa>  he  w;i.s  frjad  to  he  so  atflieted. 
At  any  rate  he  eould  not  help  himself,  for  the  mad- 
ness,   if   Mieh    it    w  Te,    had    heeome   a   greater    thing 
than   he,  and  h(>  miist   f(.llow  the  gleam  yet   farther, 
to    disJlluMonment,    perhaps;    !)„t    foHow    he     niii>t. 
Then   he  fell   to  dreaming  again,  and  all  fhouglit   of 
awakem'ng  lo  fin.l  the  reality  less  lovely  than  he  im- 
agined slipped  awa\ . 

('kid  in  rough  fwee.l  trous.Ts  an.i  an  okl  l.n.wn  coat 
■"  I'r.'srotfs  uhieh  he  had  pieked  up  at  ran.k.m, 
'■•ml  rather  <iusty  from  his  tramp,  he  k.okefl  a  very 
pkni-iMe  proprietor  of  the  wagon  as  he  rode  along 
sIou.ImmI  in  the  ,lriver-s  earner  of  th.>  wieker  seal,  and 
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noddt'.l  ^vritly  with  |I„.  j,,)!!;,.  ,,f  (|,o  s,)rin.rs.  \„ 
OIK-  uninitialc.l  w<„il,l  have  ^.k-m',!  hi.u  to  1,.-  otiicr 
ti'ari  tlu'  ri-htful  owner  of  the  outfit.  .,>  u,.||  ,|i,|  |,i^ 
Mpp.-araiifv  in  [lie  present  eo.slunie  fit   llic  pari. 

The  woods  were  int<"n>ely  >i!,.nt;  scarcely  a  leaf 
^tirred,  an.l  the  hirds  ^eenied  all  to  he  taking  a  >ie>ta. 
The  fh.ep  sand  of  the  ill-k.-pt  r<.a<l  .leadened  the  .onnd 
of  hoof  and  wlu'eh  .'ind  the  .T.-ak  of  the  .hinin-  T  rni- 
I'lrc  rcM.lved  its^.lf  i„i„  ;i  ,i,.,.p,.  ,|r,„„.       ^,,,,j.^.,|^.  .^^^^, 

M--ns  of  eivilization  were  vi>il,le.     A  rrnde  rail  f(>nee, 
fallen  into  dway  and  overrun  with  yonng  vines,  hedged 
the  road  on  one  ^ide,  and  the  woods  flanked  it  on  the 
other.     Onee  the  tinkle  of  an   invisible  hell   hetraycd 
the  nearness  of  some  strayin-  eow,  hnl  he  did  not  see 
h'T,  nor  any  si.en  of  the  habitat  of  her  <,wn.>r.     Oxer- 
head,  the  sky  was  tnrniiii:  to  a  deeper  blue,  and  r'l^^uds 
spread    their   wi<le  ],].H-k   sha.lows   upon    ihe   hillside. 
The  road  was  an   intimate  (me.  shnt    in   an.l   narrow. 
full  of  treasur.v<  of  eolonr;   ten.l.r.   allnri.;-  effeels  ot 
light  ami  sha.h-:  r.'dol.ml  of  warm,  sun-Imrd-n.-.l  sp,i„g 
growth;  pcrfum.^.i  with  odonrs  from   the  ^^-.XHU■.  aiid 
Cecil,  giving  himself  np  to  hi^  rlreams,  as  he  lay  back 
hazily,  his  cap  tilted  over  his  ey.vs,  lav.-d  his  .soul  in  tl 
Neanty  of  it  afl. 


lie 


1 
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Su(l<!--i!lv  a  ,f.n-ani  ivnt  Ih.-  ^tilliuv,.  a  fry  of 
Uiortul  tcrn.r  a,i,l  .l.•^paiI■.  (\-n\  sat  erect  with  a 
j.Tk  and  looked  al.uut  Imn.  'i'here  was  nothing  t.. 
hi'  seen  hui  the  quiet  mad.  I[ad  he  imagined  it? 
Then  came  a  second  ery,  and  auotlicr;  it  was  a  woman's 
voice. 

boiling  llic  surprised  hor>AS  furiously,  duunhoyne 
'lrov<-  at  a  mad  pace  :M-,.ard  the  turn  in  the  road, 
»>"ni  uhieh  direction  the  sound  came.  On  rounding 
tlie  curve  he  piiiled  up  abruptly. 

At  the  n.adsi,h>  stood  the  little  canvas-covered  cart 
and  the  stunly  pony,  while  on  tlie  grass  near  by  the 
pcldler  girl  was  struggling  desperately  iu  the  arms  of 
an  evil  looking  man. 


[•^9] 
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I'J  II  iinojilli  C-cii  -.pranL;-  lo  (lie 


,T'>un( 


I  and 


ran  toward  the  pla'c,  (taiii 

lie  went.       The   mail,    wiio  >eenied  hv  1 


rather   fantastie   dn-s-    I,,    | 
hnlkinir   fell 


1114' nit  his  coat  a.- 


iis 


K'   a 


,'yj)s\-,    was   II  great, 
()\v    nearly    seven    iVot    tall,    with   colossal 


shoulders    and    a    dark, 


Cecil' 


sinister    face.     At    sr.und    of 


ai)i)roacli  he  dropped  the  girl,  who  f 


ell  on  the 


a-ass    half    unco:, scions    wilh    fri-hl,    and    adva 


tow 


need 


ir( 


i     file    Scotchman.     A>    he    approached,    Cecil 


liad  the  op;)ort unify  of  -an-in-  I 
and  decided   that   the  i 


lis  opponent's  points. 


,kill 


nan  was  \-erv  slron 


en,  and 


it  t 


ue  moment,  carried  awa\- 


and  cliaj'rin  at  the  halking  of  1 


luit  un- 
\silli  anger 


ns  Hitentioi 


Is. 


'Come  on  you  d  —  d 


coward,"   cried   Cecil,   "'ril 


f<'acli  you  a  les-on  yon  richly  deserve!"     'il 


down   hi.  coat    he  stood   Mill  and 
■iiect  the  attack;  and  as  he  did 


icn  limging 

^<|uared   himself  to 

^"  it  flashed  throutrh 


Tni(   {IIS     THADI-: 

!n>  iiiin.l   Ihal   (his  uns  th.-  first  occasion  |,o  had  h.i<l 

fur  i-ullinu-  tu  practical  use  the  l.uxi,,.,  l,->,„n>  „f  hi. 

college  (lays. 

"Teach    in..,    y.,i,    vhm-l.haJ    f.lu^O!"    ninltcrd    the 

^-'.vpsy,  iH-arino-  ,hm„  „[.<.„  him.  ;ni.l  ut  (.  Tin  i,^  si  range 
"ath>  i;,  an  unfamiliar  tunyuc.  "Teach  mc,  di.l  vo„ 
say?" 

As  the  man  came  up  uith  hin,,  Cecil  ma.i<-  a  pretence 
i  "f   h<•M•tati„.^   and    c:ave    the   appearance   o[   i„(,.„ded 

fligh'.al  uhlcl,  (he  i,r_v,„v  ,„,i„,,|  ,.  ,^  ,,j,,,  ,j,^^.  _.^_^   .__j.^^_ 
riatcl  I.ulL    Ceil  ,l<..xt,.n.udy  st,.pp,,|  f„  „„,.  ,;,,,.  _.^„^j 
landed  a  lull  righ(-arm  >uin^'  hehind   the  -ypsy's  ear. 
The  man,  carried  f-.rward  l,y  his  cun  im[.clus  added 
lo  the  fore..  .,f  (h..  U(.ll-.iin.ct.>d  l,i.,u-,  rc.i..,i  f.,ru-ard 
a  pacean.i.sla-gerin-,  |-..|I  („  his  kn.vs.     Q„i.'k  as  a 
flash  C..cii  was  upon  him  in  a  vain  en.h'avour  to  pin 
I'im  to  tlie  gn.und.      11.-  „ii-h(   as  ,.a>ily  hav,.  hel.l  a 
lion.   Widi  a  single  heave  of  (he  nn^ghty  >houlders  he 
was  tossed  away.     F.,r  an  instant  th<-  eartii,  sky,  and 
trees  whirled  ahont  him  in  a  mad  kaleid.rscopir.'maze, 
and  tluni  a  mass  of  howMers  seemed  (.,  rise  out  of 
space  an.l  smite  him.     He  felt  the  rough  surfaces  grate 
against  in's  J,..nl.ler  through  the  thin  linen  shirt,  and 
a  point  of  th..  .tone  again.t  which  he  had  heen  Ilung 

[SI  J 
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''"'  '•■>'  ''i^  "iH-L  Tl,..  warn,  hloo.|  w.s  Irirkling 
slowly  down  il.  H  u-..  only  hy  ,■,  nnr:..!,,  Il.al  I,.  I.a.l 
escaped    MTi,,,,,    injnry.      Mrui.,.,!    .,n,|    |,;,|f    l.|i,.,,,,j 

"■'*^  •'^^^■"'''  '"""'' Il'"^'^'.''inr<,un.l,l,.-..n,.n,v.  ul.o 

'"   ""'•   "'-■"Muhilr   |,,m1   n-ain,.,!   hi.   tV.-t    at    a   l.u,„,.|. 
'""■  ^'"''■''■"■•'"    ua.   (all   ,n<l   u.H   ,„,,|,,   i,„,    j,,.^;.,,, 
>lii>KiantlM.uasI.uta.mall..h„.!lH.v       His  superior 
skill  was  ln\only  I,..,,,.,  an.l   i„   )|,at    !„•  put   Ms  faitl, 
''""•■in;-  alH>u(    tlH-   .y,.y.   alway.  .,„    ,|„.   .l.iensive. 
'>-t    ua,li„.   ror•a^<.p,.„ir,^^      Sud.lrnly   thr  n,-,,,,  ,„„ 
'"^  '"''^'^  ''"^^■"  ^""'  ^^''"i  .•"'•  r,..i|  i.,  ,„  „,,,„j,j  ,,, 
'•lincli.     Those    un>(.i,.nt;fi<.    (act!,..    ,vrn-    ,„„i    i,,.    ,,, 
lkI.fning„pp,.r-cutontIu>jawfnnn('..,.ilM.f(  .vhirh 

^-"M  have  kno.k,.,|  out  any  ordinary  man  J.ul  wl„Vh 
•■''"'<">f:I.    it    w.-nt    ho,n,.,    ,ii.l    no    l.arn,'     Tho    huMo 
rrralur,'  s.-enu-d   made  of  iron.     The   l,|ow,   howev-r 
l-a-1   so   cKrnpi,.d    CeeiPs    attention    that    at    last    the 
gypsy  sueceeded  in  attai,u-n-  his  dosir.'  to  ..lineh. 

It  immediately  became  evident  that,  while  lie  was 
""  f-xer,  he  was  an  ex-p,>rt  wn-stler,  and  (Veil  bein. 
^I.^hter,  and  lighter,  he  it  ren.emhered,  by  a  good 
tinrty  pounds,  was  at  a  disa<lvanta,:re.  For  several 
n.oments  they  n.lled  about  in  the, lust,  snarlin.  twist 
H.g,  savage  as  two  wild  l,ea>...      \ow  the  whitL  shirt 
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as  on   top,   now   tlic  velvet 


urnatuents   of   silver. 


eeii  eoal    uitJi   it^  jiiiifling 


aoiled    and    torn.     Tl 


leii    bv    u 


spring    Cecil    soraniMeil    f 


rce    and    .^tood     erert,  and 


iii->hinf|y  his  atiLiL'onist  ua>  f: 


ifiiig  him  a^ain. 


Both 


^^<•^•  nearly  uin<led.  and  r„vere«l  with  dust  and  1: 
<<(  leaves  and  twii^s. 


its 


'  fl'  I  could  Irl  hitnnck  tiitrjt 


iivi  at  \(iii,  1 


rt-aiaia  tiile!"  (If  leonld 


.  1  would  slay  you)  snarled  ll 


into  Roinanv  in  I 


le  man,  lapsing 


li^  emotion. 


An.l  so  sayino  he  .truek  out  apain.  landing  on  ( 


<'ll  s 


left  should 


e- 


er 


recovering  ho  had  the  ill  el 


lanee 


to  slip  slightly,  and  at  that  in.tant  Cecil 


right-hand  sw 


got  in  a  full 


in< 


Miuare  on  the  giant's  jaw, 


The  world  seemed  horrihly  quiet  all  at 


once,  as  ("ecil 
xiously  down  upon  the  prostrate  and 


stood  looking  an 

iHiconscious  figure  at    his   f,.et.     The  great    form   I, 

ino>t   wonderfully  still;   he  had   not   known   1 

a  man  could  lie.     Th 


IV 


Iriuiming    was    lorn    and    I 


low  still 
velvet  jacket   with  its  gaudv 


)egrimed,    and    tl 


licit  about  the  waist  was  twisted 


clothing,   which   w 


le    silken 
all  awry.     The  other 


IS    c 


■onunonplace  enough,  someh 


i"()!x  on  a  jaunty  air  to  match  the  rest 


ow 


even  m  its 


present  disorder.     Tl 


a  shock  of  greasy  black  hair  st 

(  H.'J  J 


le  man's  head  was  covered  with 


reaked  with  grav,  and 
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in  hi.,  car,  were  bi.iail  f,'old  rings     Lying  m).   in  tlio 
dust  of  the  unfrequented,  wild  road,  he  looked  not 
unlike  a  .lain  pirate  in  >ome  rliil,li.|,  picture-book. 

"Good  (;,>.)•  uill  |„.  ,„.vvr  inuvel-  exclaimed  ('...H 
••'I  length;  and  .vl,).,,,i„^r  ,,v,.r.  |„.  was  al,.,uf  to  rai.>e 
till   man's  head. 

'•  iJcuaro!"  said  a  soft  voice  at  lii>  <ll.,.u;  "ho  is  onlv 
stiinnf>(h" 

Hnt  tli..ii;ih  he  kii.'W  it  uas  l!„.  oj,l.  ui,,,  had  ,n,.t 
lip  l'r>ide  him.  he  ,lu\  not  l,,nk  anmiKl  -  ^u.^h  ua>  hi^ 
•"iNi.ly  !<.,•  hi.  |;,il..„  fo...  And  it  ua.  u,-ll  Ihat  he 
•'''•  "<»i  •""•'1.  for  at  that  m.,mriif  the  ^ypsy\  eyes 
••[M-iied  an. I  !„■  ma.lea  movement  a.  Ihon^di  to  rise. 
Imm.MJialeiy  (',.,•!!  \va>  npoii  hi>  chest. 
■'Are  you  l)(\'iten?"  he  a-ked. 

Tli.'n  for  fh.-  (ir^t  fhne  a  '^Ivaiu  of  mutual  un.hT- 
-laudiuu- j)a>sed  hetureii  the  two  men. 

"My  (iod  I  am,  Corglo!"  re.jxmd,,]  the  -ianl.  At 
which  (Veil  aro.,>  and  allowed  the  other  t..  get  to  his 
feet. 

"Then  he  off  with  yon!"  he  eomman.led.  "Make 
iia>te!  An.l  he  glad  I'm  not  taking  you  ou  to  the  town 
:""ll'-'ndingyou  over  to  justice.  asy.,u  ri.hly  .le>ervc.- 

The  gyjxy  obeyed,    hobbling    meekly    t..    wh 

I  S4  ! 


iiere  a 


lULLllLS     11{AJ)E 
handsome   baddle-horse   browsed  oy    tlie  roa(l:,idc  in 
pcaeeful  company  with  the  girl's  pony.     Once  safely 
mounted,  Iiowever,  he  took  on  anotlier  tone.     Wheeling 
his  horse  into  the  road  in  tin-  dire,  (inn  } 
Cecil   had   cuiiif.   Ii(>  laughed  softly,  t  lie  ;i(l 
an  extrat)rdinaiil\-  evil  c.i^t   to  I,i.  (' 


rmii    wlihh 


niii  };iving 


ice. 


'\\V11,  Gonjio!"  he    snarled,  poinlinu'    at     the    uiil, 


•lal 


ke  Vdiir 


h,hl> 


K'/ll/ 


iiil   r 


vinciiihrr  \()ii  \c  nii[    \,.t 


settled  score  with  Lasho  Hal 
Curse  you!" 

With    uhl.h   dratiiatic   final.-   h 
away  amid  a  ch-nl  of  dn^t. 

A  gentle  hand  ua^  laid  on  Cecil 
down  hi-  inel  a  pair  ol'  wide-set,  ^^(.Id 


ormengro,  the  Ilairv  U 


ne 


Was  olT,  cantering 


s  a 


nil  and  looking 


en  eves. 


'Oil,  come:"  she  >aid;  "you  are  luirl.   vour   f; 


ire  IS 


^<'(>,   yon    niiist    >if 


tdccding  hadly;  j.-t   me  dress   it, 
here  on  the  haidv  wliile  I  do  so." 

She  spoke  (irmly,  with  a  surprising  vigonr  and 


sense 


of  responsibility,     ."^he  v 
again;  only  a  sji^rht  norv 


vas   (pute   mistros,   o]'   hcrselt' 
()i>:ne.ss,  kept  well  nnder  the 


surface,  betrayed  her  recent  shock. 


'It 


s  nothing."  he    i)rof..s(ed,  "a  sjifrl.t    c„t.  that's 


all.      If  I  could  find 


<o'ne  running  wafer  to  bailie  it 


in,  it  would  soon  be  mended. 


i.\    si:ah(H    of    akcadv 

•'I  Miiuk  Ihero  is  a  brook  Lx'\  oiid  tkat  thicket," 
she  replied.     "Let  ii^  look." 

By  jju^hiii^  tlu.'ir  way  chrough  the  tVrns  aiui  briers 
Uc  a  lew  tVct  they  canii'  upon  a  clciir  >lr(;ur)  of  water 
which  Mtir^'If'l  limiml  and  cool  over  a  >aii(Jy  bottom. 

"IIou  did  you  know  there  wa>  water  licre.^"  he 
<piericd,  Miri)ri>ed.      "1  -hould  never  have  ^;ue-M-d." 

■  I    know    thoM"    thin-<,    Miinehow."    slic    ans\\crcd 
si.nply.      "\()\v  bathe     your  wound   carefully,   and    1 
will  return  in  a  imop     it  with  bandages  and  liniment."" 
And  >!ie  lefl   him  to  the  iiracious.  healing  coolness 
of  the  water.     Tiie  touch  of  it  upon  hi>  hot  head  and 
hands   was   like  a    m.ijic  lotion,   and   when   he  es])ied 
her  brilliant   uarmenl-.a-  sh(>  came  throuph  the  bns!it>s 
toward  him  auain,  he  raUied  sufficiently  to  -rm'Ie  her 
a  welcome.      Her  haruN  were  filled  with  <nvA\]  articles: 
.scissors,    j)Iast(<r.   a    |)ink     jar   of    ointment,   marked 
"thirty-five  cents"  in  pencil.  a:id  a  roll  of  anti.septic 
bandatje,  aKo  neatly  priced.      Kvidenlly  she  had  taken 
the  thinf^s    frotn  her  stock  in  the  little  covered  cart, 
.^eatins  hers..|f  on    the  bank  beside  him  she  opene<l 
the  pink  j,ir. 

"Now  sit  si  ill,"  she  commanded  in  her  mellow  voice, 
which   had   a  curious  accent   not   unlike   that  of   the 

I  sr,  I 
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(It'foated  gypsy  man.  "D-.n't  n,.,vc  your  head,  nur 
mind  if  it  smart.,  wlicii  I  put  tin's  «,n.  •Twill  he  over 
in  a  niimite." 

Suhmissivdy  he  iuTit  forward  and  acquiesced  witli- 
"iit  a  murmur.  Iiieidentally,  this  j^^ave  him  an  ex- 
'fllcnt  opportunity  of  looking'  at  her  closely. 

She  appeared  to  be  very  young,  and  was  cerlalnly 
wonderfully  lovely.     Her  fc-atures  were  aquiline  and 
finely  chiselled,  a  straight,  delicate  nose,  a  small  mouth 
with  f-ill  red   lijjs,  oval  face,  an<l  hroad  hrow,  under 
wlu'ch  wen-  the  !)eautifully  placed  large  eyes.     These 
wt>re   the   most  striking   thing  about    her,   though   all 
iirr  beauty  was  of  an  almost  too  brilliant  type:  they 
were  gold,  those  eyes,  a  fierce,  molten  gold,  in  which  the 
large  black  pupils  showed  strongly.     Never  had  Cecil 
dreamed  that  eyes  could  be  so  vital.      Indeed  vitality 
seemed  to  emanate  from  her  whole  personality.     Iler 
skin,   though  tanned  from   exposure  to  the  weather, 
was  fine  grained  and  very  nmch  lighter  than  is  common 
with  gypsy  women,  and  her  dark  iiair  —  she  was  ban- 
headed  —  which  hung  over  her  shoulders  in  two  Ikmvv 
braids,  was  silky  and  naturally  wa\y.     It  was  a  bril- 
liant head,  and  fitly  crowned  her  lithe  young  fif:^ure. 
Her  scarlet  cloak  fell  off  her  shoulders,  dlsj.laying  a 
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lliiii  I.IoiHc  of  .i)otl,.>s  while  rmi^lin    ari<i   ,„;,„>■  ropes 
of   liravy   onKniHTilMl   hnvU.      If.r  .ki,t    ^^as  „f  yray 
Ji<"M..>,.iH,,    an.l    >,„.    wore    a     M.rl    ,,1    nmcraMns    on 
l'<T  f.-rl.     (Vci!\  t,>,„pl,-s  (lirnl.lHHl  will.   „„„•,.  Ulan 
""■    ''^■'"^■''   "'■     '""^     wouiui,     a-     li.T     iiiml.I,'    lingers 
•  In-vMMJ    it    fur   lii.n.       SI,,-  was   cv.n   h,^,\],■v  ||,an  he 
l'"<l     RMiicnihrrnK    an.l    that     ,w,.,.|     .idiriuiu     uliirh 
*■•'""'    "^■'•'"    ''■"'    \\lit-n.v,T    Ih.    IhnuJil    ,,f    lior    was 
'-y'>'nti-;,l„„,a,lnr<.    ul,..,,.!,,-    -poke,   louki,.;,   u|.   ll 
liiiii  shyly. 

"T  havp  not  thaiikc.l  you  f„r  yr,ur  lulp.-  sh,-  said. 
"How  eoul.i  I.^  Such  (hirms  an-  far  l,,„  .„,,(  i^r 
l'i;nik>.  Bui.  yon  know  Ihal.  !<,.,,  I-,,,  .,, 
iiru]<Ts(an(i."' 

"Who  was  the  ,nan?-  h.-  a.krri.  roufuM.k  hm 
;rratd'ul  for  the  .hvp  n.canin.^  of  h.T  wonl..  "Was 
hv  of  your   Irilx';--" 

-Xo!  I  r,ev(T  >aw  hiu,  h.lnro,-  ,),<.  answered,  as 
■■''  surprised.  And  then  afler  a  pauM>  .h.  added  son.e- 
ul..-.t  reluctantly:  -|  ,,n,  n,.t  jivin,  vi,),  ..,„,  ,^,.,,^, 
at.  j)resent.     I  travel  alone." 

"That  does  not  appear  very  safe.-  he  replied.     -  Do 
you  think  it  wise?" 

"Nothing  has  ever  happened   k-fore,"  she  replied. 
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Iremblins   a   lillK 


and    [ifrliaps    never 


will 


again. 


There,  you  are  done,  ^ir;  I  lidue  it 


pe  it  is  comfortable ?" 
"Very,  thank  yon!"  lie  refdied,  toucliing  the  patch 
iijKin    lii-,   cheek.     "Vou    are  a  fine  doctor.     Hnt  tell 
nir.  really,  will  yi)u  go  on  Iravelliiig  l>y  yourself  after 
to-day's  expcMJetice?" 

"J   niii>l  make  inv  liviim,"  >1 


her  hands  c\pri'>-.i\-ely 


le  answered,  >preading 


And  yon  have  no  one  to  go  with  y 


ou; 


'N 


o  one 


"Why  don't  you  have  a  good  dog,  then?"  he  asked, 
inspired. 

"Fni  afraid  of  dogs."  she  !^aid  briefly. 

lie  gave  it  up  in  .iespair.  She  aro>e  and  giithere(i 
up  iier  lajiful  of  inipleinents. 

"We'd  be>t  be  getting  on,"  -he  remarked.  "Where 
are  you  f)ound  for.^" 

"To  Lee,"  he  answered,  I'ollouing  her  back  to  the 
wagon.     "Can  we  travel  together-'" 

"That  is  [iiy  road,"  -lie  replied,  "and  I'd  be  glad  to 
have  you  with  me  till  we  get  out  of  this  neighbourhood. 
You're  Cap.  Jenkins's  new  rival  in  the  chair  trade, 
aren't  you.^" 

For  the  third  time  in  one  day  a  new  role  was  fast- 
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enerl  up„n  lnn>,  arul  aftrr  an  i„.,an(  of  .surprise  ho 
vcceplo.1  it  ,:nttofully.  U  .h,  ,,elievcd  hi.n  tc,  U-  a 
^■h.ir  pocMK  ..  nu„-h  tin.  L.tter.  II.  uouM  ,H.t 
iiridccciv,'  li<>r  iiiJcss  fonvd  to. 

••  I  •^ui.pn..!  am.-  lH.n.pli,.,l.-tl>,.„^h  I  „„,,„,.,•„, 
no  liann,  I'm  Min.." 

-Ifs  v.T.v  nu-un  of  a  youn^r  el,ap  like  vou  to  come 

"-^"<' t.l«- a,.  .-.taI.Ii.lK.d  route  away  fro.n  an  old  man 
I'ke  fap.  J.nkin.,  u  ho's  even  afrauj  of  Ids  uife'.s 
"K.ther.     Are  yoi,  g<-tting  any  trade?" 

•T    haven't    sohl    a    ehair    to-day!"      .leelared    he 
fiuthfuliy. 

She    seen...,|     .orne^hai     nioIlffM-.l     !„•     the    state- 
'"-"'   ^'"'"-'^f-    she    .aid,    -In,    sony/-    and.   ehmh- 

n.K  mlo  her  Httle  cart,  took    the   U„d   down    the   nar- 
row  road. 

<'-<il  s,,.a>nf>!..d  up  to  hi.  lofty  perch  and  started 
"P  I"-^  hor>cs.  The  mode  of  proc-edur<>  made  any 
further  eonversation  i.npus.sil,h.  for  the  pre>cul.  ar.'l 
'^^'  *^'''  '"  (I'inking  what  he  shouhj  do.  He  could  uot 
'''t  her  go  again  now  that  he  had  foun.i  her.  Who 
knows  how  far  she  n.ight  travel  if  he  l<,st  sight  of  her 
>..r  another  twenty-four  honrs?  It  wa.  hv  the  merest 
^-•.dent  that  he  had  found  her  to-day,  for  if  it  had 

[  i)()  J 


I 


rorcin: 


IRADK 


IK.!  hi>rn  for  Mrs.  Pntlhcrof's  kimlly  Ix-licf  in  hitn  lie 
iiii<,'ht  never  have  learned  of  the  f^irl's  whereahouls. 
lie  was  past  analyi:ing  his  fcrUims  for  Lolli  —  for 
the  prest'nt  at  least  —  and  his  sole  idea  was  to  remain 
at  her  side  by  one  method  or  another. 

From  under  the  hofxl  of  her  little  eart  there  eanie 
a  sonji  with  a  minor  tune,  and  words  i-i  that  strange 
tongue  wliich  gypsie>  call  Hoiiiany: 

"Kfkkonii,   Krkkiimi.   niiri  .  luil, 
Sh.iil  inande   sal. 
Shan's  mulol 
TuKnio  amandf.  TiiLTiio  amande!" 

;  [•'or(.'\-cr,  fore\-cr,  ni>'  Ii)\(t, 
Shall  I  WWII. 


Thf 


;irt  dead! 


Woe  is  me,  Woe  is  me  II 


The  dust  from  her  poTiy's  heels  danced  golden  in 
the  ray>  of  (he  snn,  and  the  melody  floated  clear  above 
till'  jolting  of  the  carts.  The  words  were  Greek  to 
('<(H  — and  his  heart  seemed  like  to  burst  m'th  .-heer 


lllX       I) 


r  ! 


i\;ng. 


S! 


tie   was   so   wmsonie  and   so 


kiiidh 


yet    >o    dignified;    and    the  fading  dav   was  bevond 
compare. 

Presently  they  liegan  to  approach  the  little  town  of 


r 


,ee 


broader  road  anrl  a   few  sealtered  eoll 


igcs 


indifatt'fl.      Then 


■liiirrli    >pire    showed    above    th( 
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trees.     Her  -ont:  rci'^ed.     ('liHinhoync  tlrcu  up  beside 
her  r;irl   .-'iid  lokcd: 

"Have  you  l);i>incss  licic?" 

"Ves,"  v|i(.  replied,  ••;it  tlic  otlier  >ide  of  fowii." 
Tlici!  they  drove  a!ori_'  >ileiili\-,  pa^l  scjualid  shacks 
uitli    iiuni(rou>    eliildirii    pla\iii;j,-    Ixfore    i  Iiciii  —  lite 
iioiiics  of  liie  eiiiiiloye^  of  the  f)a|)<T  ii,ii!  uliich  loomed 
iiii^'aiii!\    and    Meak    ii].oii    the    opposite    ,ide   of    |1m^ 
riv.T    uliich    -irt    li:e    lowii.      I'a.t     I  rim    honiesti-ads 
tliiTi,  of  the  hftter  cla.ss  of  vilhiucr-:  and  next,  ri::!it 
past     the    pahitial     mansard-roofed     mansion    of    the 
mill  owner,  on   \vhos>'  lawn   -listened  a  east-ipin   sta" 
painted  in   the  natural  colours.     Then  came  th.e  tidv 
village  green  with  il.s  whilewaslu-d  fence  and  square, 
uncompromising  church.     People  stopped  and  .stared 
at  tlie  ped.ller  girl's  gay  cart,  hut  here  and  there  some 
triendly  face  smiled,  and  a  \velc(,ming  hand  was  waved 
to  her.     As   they   lunied  into  the  main   street  ul'  the 
place,  on  which  were  .several  shops  of  some  pretcnsion.s. 
Ids  eye  caught  the  sign  "J.  T.  Smith"'  over  the  hotel 
door.      J'his,     tla'n,     wa.s    his    promised     destination. 
In     file     distance      he      recognized      Ihe      weazened 
figure    of    (^ap.     Jenkins     stamping     up     and    down 
the     piazza    imijatiently.       A     hrillianl      idea     came 
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f(i      f 'li:Mll'i<iync,      Mild       hf     leaned     o\er     In     ^Jieiik     to 

Lolli: 

■'I  liavo  some  h'  >iiu"^s  1,o  attend  to  at  the  lidtel," 
he  said,  "and  then  I  want  to  he  gcllinj;'  on  to  the  next 
town.     Will  you  In*  .i^^oinij  too?" 

"Yes,"  s}i<:  replied,  l)usy  witli  lier  pony,  "soon'-< 
I'm   tliroudi  at    Mrs.  J.  T.  Smith'>." 

'ilien  it  \va->  to  the  iun  slie  was  l)ound!  Of  eoiirso! 
how  stupi'l  he  was  not  to  have  reinemhcnMl  flie  name 
uheii  the  old  man  had  given  liini  directions.  This 
rather  coinph'eated  matters,  for  a  triangular  meelinf; 
will:  Daddy  .lenkins  would  he  awkward  at  this  june- 
lure.  Still  there  was  tiotlunjf  for  it  hut  to  run  tlie 
ri^k. 

Several  farn'ers'  wa}:fons  and  hug^Ies  congested 
the  street  at  this  entl,  and  the  traflic  was  so  arranged 
that  her  lighter  vehicle  went  aheafl,  and,  a  station 
liaek  intervening  between  them,  he  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  seeing  her  drive  into  the  side  yard  of  the  hotel 
and  disai)pear  into  the  house  with  a  large  handhox 
in  her  hand  hefore  he  drew  rein  at  the  front  steps. 

Daddy  Jenkins's  face  on  catching  sight  of  him  was 
enough  to  strike  terror  to  a  timid  soul;  hut  Cecil, 
strong  in  a  newly  made  resolve,  was  unruffled. 
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""\<T  ^'oo.l-f.T-ii()tliiii,  lazy  varinuil,  wliarycr  Im'ii?" 
.-Iiuutc.l  til.-  ,,1,1  niaii.  running  ,|,,wii  tli,-  fx.rch  an.) 
>lmkin-  a  crookod  Ihv^i-r  at  (Veil.  "H,.,-,-  I  l„.n  M-din" 
IVr  two  hour-,  wait  in"  f.T  y,T,  an*  Stnilh,  lie  ^ot  tin.! 
«•'  h.-muin'  roiiiul  an'  Av,-nffd  tcr  tlnr  city.  «;„>I, 
•  liini  it  ail!     Wl.ar  y,T  lu-n,  [  say?" 

"I  mu.st  liiivc  lost  my  uay,"  irplicl  tluM-arl,  passing 
the  reins  r..un,I  the  whip  and  di^sniounting;  "took  the 
wrong  turning." 

"Took  th,-  wrong  l.irnin\  ycr  I,Iam,'  f„ol!"  snapped 
'•'<•  "I'l  "i:"i.  "IM  lik,-  to  know  how  thet's  goin'  t.-r 
help  rn,-  unyi^  Her,"  Tv,-  I„s|  a  good  fifty  ,l„llars'  worth 
of  I>.isin,-ss  along  of  yuu,  an'  yer  eonics  an'  tells  me 
ycr  lo.^t  ijer  imi/.'" 

The  anioiinf  of  sareasm  which  he  managed  to 
impart  to  the  last  fhrce  word.s  can  .scarcely  he 
conveyed  in  cold  print. 

•Well,  I'll  make  if  up  to  yon,"  said  Cecil  quietly; 
■'come  inside  where  we  can  talk  l',>r  ;i  moment." 

Thr-  ,'arl  s,,„ke  with  th,-  impa>sive  force  of  one  who 
is  accustoHK-,]  to  ah.s,)lute  f)l)e,iience,  and  the  "cap- 
tain," ,Iesi)ite  hims(>lf,  followe.l  his  employe  into  the 
ill-kept  lohl)y  of  the  h,istelry,  muttering  nevertheless 
.!>  he  did  so. 


ni 
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"Will,  young  feIl(T,  ;ui*  how  d'v cr  siij)po'^e  you  kin 
!ike  it  up  Ln-  m/f"  lie  iiujuirt'd,  wlicu  they  wnv 
itc'l.     "Don't    supjujsc  I'd    lid^(•   it   out   iii   scrv 


ICC 


IVoni  ^rv]i  ,1  Inrd^-Iicad,  do  ycr?" 

Suddenly  ("•-•!!  roared  \vi!ii  Iaii;^liter.  The  idea  of 
working  for  tin--  shrivelled  speeiriieii  of  Iiuiiianit_\ 
struck  him  as  iiiuiieiisely  tunny. 

"Xo,"  he  said  at  length,  when  li<'  was  alilo  to  re- 
strain his  niirlh.  "'I  want  to  kiiou  how  iri'ieli  you'll 
take  for  the  «Mitirc  outfit  out  there,"  and  he  jerked  his 
head  in  the  dire(  lion  of  the  oj)eii  dfK)r. 

Jenkins  looked  at  him  in  ania/anienl. 

"Dyer  mean  you  want  tor  hu)j  it?"  he  asked 
incredulously. 

"Ido." 

It  was  the  old  man's  turn  to  lau'di. 


Haw,  ha  I"  lie  eriod;   "  wh 


ere  s  \-or  monev,  vounif 


f.'ll 


er: 


"I  have  plenty  of  nion(\v,"  r(>plied  liis  companion, 
bringing  out  a  fat  jjoekelhook.  "How  much  will 
you  take?     Come  now,  I've  a  fanev  for  the  business." 


ire  vou  s(>rious,  liev 


'Cerlainl>-,"  rejdied  Cecil,  taking  some  gold  out  of 


the    wallet.      He    had    fortunatel\ 

!  u:,  i 


procured    (juite    a 


I! 
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-sum    n    AhuTicun    luuacy   ..n    landing,   nn.l    was    woll 
siip{)Ii«.-tl. 

TIk-  Now  Kngian.I.T-^  Intl..  .•yes  flouted  ov.-r  (he 
yellow  J, iocfs.     Tl.cnaMi.|.i,  ,u,i-,|,„,k  (,,„„.  i„i„  tl,,.,,,. 

-Il-'U  .li.l  y(T  (•...Mc  Ia  all  llu.t  Hiar,noufy,y.,iing 
I'^'ittf"  lie  ;,sk(>(|  Willi  an  inrinisitorial  ^lanfv. 

••Il">  fM-t  ..!•  n,y  inJHTitan.v,-  ,■,^s^^,.,v,|  (i.^nl.nyn.- 
readi'y  ,.n.,UKli.  Ik-  wa.s  iKro.nin-  rxp,.,!  al 
lialf-ltiilhs. 

The  ni.l  ,nan  >til|  |u,.kr.i  M.nu-ulial  .iouMlully  al 
<  ceil,  and  (incricd : 

"What  did  yvr  say  yrT  rianio  wa.s?" 
"Cecil  Kitz-Willianis.- 

"It's   ratluT  a  fanry  nanir.   I„  1...  ;,„   |„„„..|   ,„„.,- 
replied  llu-  p,.<ldl,,-,  -luit  y.-r  i.innry  s.,..n;.  .„od.    I^id 
.yer    want    tir    i.,,,,,  ,.'  horses  ai,"    (h'  eaiupin'  outfit 
'•sides  the  cheers?     An'  ll,'  wa^on?" 
"Yes,  if  you  are  wiliin;ur/-  ^.^^^^l  ('^.^.j] 
Whcn.al    they  iVIl   to  d^ckerins^      Hut    ll„.  .-arl  was 
■•'P'-rl.aroaineran.lin  tlu.cndll„.nld  man-,.!  more 
""".   hi.  ..hattels   w,.rc  wurlh.     Tlurc   ua,  a   notary 
'"  ""■  '""*■'.  and  the  deal  was  soon  finished.     Cecil, 
^vith  a  sioh  ..I-  p,|i,i-,   put    tin-  d,.,.d  ol  .ale  into  his 
pocket,  aud  sent  a  telegram  to  Prescott. 
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Irresixiihhi    ilcfninnl.       Will    not    lie    liour  (i)-rilgfif. 

Tliroiigli  till-  wimlow  'k-  uatdicd  Lolli  '^i-[  into  licr 
farl  and  drivr  oil',  fir-l  ulaixiii;,'  alxnil  Iht,  po^^^ihlv  , 
lie  lliuiiL'liI  A  il  li  a  licarl  !  Iimli,  tu  -cc  il'  h.  \\cr<'  alioiil . 
I  lu'U,  liiddiiiL'  Daildy  .^^rd^iIl^  a  fcrvi-nl  adidi,  Iir  took 
possession  ol'  lii~  iiiirclia-^c^  and  followed  Iht. 

At  ;i  lurniiif,'  of  I  lie  roail  ulicrc  tlio  liou-c^  were 
hrconiint:  more  -^cathTcd  a^ain,  llicy  cainc  al)r('a>t, 
and   In-  tainted   Ikt  ^'avly. 

"Aro  Vdii  really  f.'(iin^  on  ovct  llie  nionnlain  to 
duniorrali?'    >lie  a'^ked,  evidently  not   ill  plea-ed. 

**I  am  indeed,"  he  aii.^wered.  "How  far  would  you 
ralUt?" 

"It's    a   szood    U\(>nty    tniles,"    >lie    replied    soherly, 

"and  over  flic  mountain  at  that.     You  ran't  roach  it 

In-night.     Se(>.  il  will  he  dark  in  h       than  two  hours, 

and  witli  your  lieavy  load  il  will  lake  you  six  at  least. 

The  road  i><  ste(^p  and  very  had." 

"I  imi^l  fK't  lliero  at  all  events."  he  assured  lier. 
"They  did  not  tell  me  it  was  m)  far,  ain'  1  am  a  stranger 
ahout  here,  you  know." 

"  [fetter  have  stayed  in  town,"  said  she. 

"Wliv  does  not  llic  same  reason  fit  vour  case?"  he 
suggested. 

[07] 


"Surely  \(.ii  kii(»\v  u.H  (  tioimli  lli,  .  uniildn'i  l-t 
a  j:vi)\v  .siccj)  in  |,,\vii!  \,,|  even  fu.',  uli(,m  lli.-y  know 
l<.  t)c  honest,"  s|„.  >,;ii,l  Willi  a  >|,a(lc-  of  repioii.Ii  in 
her  \die('. 

'"U'liat,  will  yoii  do  then?" 

"Oil.  I  sli.ill  camp  in  a  t;ro\.-  I  krinw  cf  oti  llie  rnmni- 
lain  si, I,..  V,)u\l  l)esl  do  Mk-  >anie;  U\  t..,.  lal.-  lo 
(urn  hack." 

"Thank  yon,  I  will,"  ho  replied  uilh  the  ^Tave  eonr- 
ti'sy  of  one  who  accepts  a  nnich  roveled  invitation. 

"Sonietimcs  I  shnchler  at  the  thoui'Jit  of  hou  ninch 
I-eople  live  in  honses""  she  said.  "Ju4  think  slnil 
ill  from  all  this  ^'lory  of  air.  Doesn't  il  seem  siramre 
that  .such  a  thing  .should  l)e  done  from  choicv?" 

He  nodded. 

"You're  Use<|  locampintr-'"  she  then  asked. 

"Somewhat,"  said  he,  Ihi-ikiti^'  of  several  .African 
frame  camps,  swarniinj^'  with  native  rarri.rs  and 
servants. 

'I  li(>y  were  silent  for  a  while,  ridiiiy  out  liexon.)  |h,. 
;irm  of  cnllivafion.  alnu-st  of  civilization,  if  s.vnied 
to  liini.  Tho  .sun  had  n.Mrly  sc.f,  and  all  a.l.oui  Ih.n. 
WHS  a  crimson  glow  that  touclied  everything,'  like  a 
magic  hrcatli,  makirm  a  verital);i>.fairylan<|  of  the  couii- 

I  r>,s  I 


iOl  C  IIKS      1  KADI 


tr>'  rouml.  I'hc  lidoil  ot  tin'  cativas-covcred  cart 
vvas  lhro\si:  batk,  ai"!  Iw  i-puIiI  see  lu-r  easily  as  he 
looked  do\vn   upon  Iht  Irom    lii>  swayinj^  scat.     She 


was  lr:iriiiiL'  atrain^t  one  si(|r  ol'  th 


ill 


If   \will   in   an  easv 


position,  with  lirr  lirail  lliruwn  liack  and  tlif  niii- 
lyinir  iilly  in  her  laji.  I'licrr  ua-^  soniclliinjj  tnysljcal 
ii!    litT    <'\j)r("^->i()n,    sornt'tliin^     ^piritu.il,    dcspito   the 


delicate  sei.snousiic-^s   of   her.      llrr   fatr   I 


.1 


I'okcd    \  I  r\' 


cairn    aim    |iiir( 


\('     SOIIH' 


irt'at 


ro 


plict 


I'S^      I  ll       1  ill  I 


ami    Ikt   lii;:,    ^oldiii   r\«'>   x'cnifd    to   he   looking;   at 


li^tanl     \  i-ioi 


■^In-     possessed     some    (lualils     that 


M'cnii'i 


I    to   hold    her   aloof   I'roiii    ordinarv    tnortal- 


sor 


t    of    ^acrrdiic^^,    hi-    fai 


\i-\'- 


ll    was  ca^v    cnonuli 


to  nndiT-tand  uh\  she  wa-.  ^afc  wilh  any  man  not  an 
il)M)hitc  Ix-a^t.  lirr  very  t  rn-ltiilnos  and  intrinsic 
sweetnes-i  prolrctcd  her.  Tin  u,  too,  her  frankness 
.uid  alwohite  a('('e|)tanee  of  a  pre-^upj)osition  that  s.'ie 
NVoiild  he  fairly  treated,  put  ever\' one  with  whom  ^he 
met  on  their  honour,  without  her  knowiiiir  it.  "Of 
(•onr^e.  yon  are  an  hononrahle  person,"  her  look  ap- 
pt  art'.!  to  -ay:  and  who  could  then  i)e  other  than  ^he 
thought  them,  no  matter  what  they  may  havehfcu 
I  he  moment  before? 

\\!io  was  she?  Cecil  wondered.      Wliat  had  she  done 
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that  her  tribe  had  cast  her  out?  Probably  it  was 
because  she  would  not  countenance  their  thieving 
practices.  But  whatever  her  story,  he  felt  that  she 
was  one  of  those  darlings  of  nature  who,  as  Emerson 
says,  are  above  the  law. 
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THEY  li;i(i  tunird  into  the  niountiiin  road 
now,  rouii<liii^  their  l);icks  to  tlic  violet  plain 
and  mounting' .-inj^le  file  into  the  la--i  lin<.!;er- 
ing  .sunlight  hii^dier  up.  The  way  \va>  narrow  and 
steep,  and  the  road  lied  ill  kept,  with  many  loose  stones 
scattered  trv  acherou^ly  o\-er  it.  The  horses  required 
all  their  attention,  and  progress  was  slow.  Over  all 
hung  the  peae(>ful  wearine^.s  of  elo-.ing  day.  Half-way 
up  they  came  to  a  wooded  strip  which  led  along  the 
edge  of  a  ravine  where  it  was  almost  dark.  Her  pony 
was  startled  hy  a  flying  creature  crossing  its  j)atli  in 
silent-winged  ha^te,  and  she  gave  a  little  cry:  Imt 
when  he  can;e  to  her  assistance  she  .sent  liiin  haek, 
saying  she  could  nnmage  very  well  alone. 

It  was  more  than  an  hour  hefore  they  gained  the 
little  beechen  grove  on  tne  summit,  which  was  to  be 
their    resting-j)lace,    and    the    light    was    fading    fast. 
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With  wonderful  tlextenty  she  began  n^aking  camp; 
and,  taking  complete  charge,  gave  Cecil  orders  which 
ho  obeyed  most  willingly  and  to  the  Itest  of  his  ability. 
It  was  arranged  that  he  was  t(t  leave  her  the  main  camp, 
;ind  piteli  hi>  tent  a  little  way  oil',  hut  within  easy 
calling  distance,  and  that  they  utT<-  to  >hare  their 
meal.  On  unj)a(king  the  kit  which  he  found  ^trapped 
und(T  the  driver's  '<eat  of  lii<  wagon  he  discovered 
blankets,  some  cooking  utensils,  cofTc  bacon,  a  tin  of 
biscuits,  a  tin  cu[)  and  i)i;itc,  and  a  steel  knife  and  fork. 
\\ith  these  he  set  about  some  clumsy  j)repara- 
tions,  after  having  built  a  huge  fire  o\er  which  she 
hung  her  kettle.  For  a  uHJUienl  .she  watched  him 
smilingly. 

""\'ou  had  better  let  me  do  Ihc  cooking.'"  sIk^  said 
at  length,  "and  you  go  for  more  water  " 

"That's    hardly    fair,"    he    protested;   "I     mustn't 
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impose  upon  you 

"Then  I  invite  you  to  suppper,"  -he  replied  gravely. 

"Thanks  awfully,  I'll  ;iceej>t,"  he  said,  gratefully 
relinquishing  his  stores  to  her,  and  obedienliy  going 
to  the  spring. 

When  he  returned  a  snowy  cloth  had  been  spread 
upon  the  ground  and  on  it  were  set  out  two  enormous 
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blue  cups,  like  the  one  he  hiul  seen  on  the  occasion  of 
his  first  vi>it  to  her  .unp,  together  with  tlie  su}),stan- 
tial  tea  set.  There  was,  further,  a  huge  howl  of  straw- 
berries and  a  jug  of  cream,  while  from  the  fryinff-f)an 
arose  a  most  appetizing  odour.  Darkness  had  fallen 
and  the  fire  cast  weird,  dancing  shadows  ujjon  the 
surrounding  blackness,  but  cheerily  lit  up  the  eosj-y 
arrangements  in  the  foreground  of  the  grove.  At 
one  >i(le  stood  the  little  cart,  its  sliafts  on  the  ground, 
its  curtains  drawn. 

"Come,  sit  and  eat,"  said  Lolli,  indicating  a  placi' 
for  him  and  sratiim  luTself  opposite.  " '\ on  shall 
have  some  bolliniy,  cooked  to  perfection.*" 

She  j)ut  some  bacon  upon  his  plate  and  filled  the 
ample  cujjs  with  tea.  He  ate  ravcnijiisly,  for  the  food 
was  good,  and  the  hour  was  late.  She  watched  him 
over  the  top  of  her  cup  with  the  satisfied  air  of  the 
successful  hostess. 

"These  are  the  nicest  cups:"  he  said  grceiiily. 

"Yes,"  she  respe  :ded,  "I  like  plenty." 

Then  they  both  laughed. 

It  was  a  very  merry  me.d.  They  exchanged  similar 
confidences  over  it,  and  i)ecame  fast  friends. 

"And  what  is  your  nnmc'''"  she  asked  in  the  midst 
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of  tlu-  <'(.nv.Tsuti()n,  suddenly  recollect inj,'  thut  she 
did  not  know  ii. 

"Cecil  Fitz-Williams,"  lie  told  Ikt;  "a  very  fancy 
name  for  a  chair  ix-ddler,  is  it  not?" 

"Yes:  John  Hroun  wonld  serve  you  hctter  in  your 
trade,""  she  made  answer:  "you  are  Enj-jsh,  .rou'i 
you?     Yon  talk  as  if  you  were."" 

"I  suppose  I  do,"  he  assented;  "I  ;ini  Scotch,  and 
I  haven"t  been  long  in  this  country."" 

"Did  yon  sdl  any  y  ' -.  at  the  hofd?"  she  asked 
sympathetic-"y. 

"Xot  one,'  he  admitted.  "Mr.  Smith  was 
away."" 

"Oh!  too  had!"  .she  .said.  "I  did  well  to-day  — 
made  five  dollars.      Have  some  more  herries?" 

"Aren't  you  afraid  to  tell  me  that?""  he  laughed. 
'f  might  roh  you!" 

"Oil.  no!",saidshe.  "youuouhlnot.  It's  only  Halor- 
nicngro"s  kind  that  do  that  !" 

W  ni(>ntion  of  the  strange  nam<>,  again  his  curio.sity 
was  .'iroiised. 

"The  scoundrel!'"  1h>  s.-iid,  .l.'ncliing  a  fisf  at  the 
memory  of  him.  "How  did  you  remember  the 
name?" 
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"How  could   I   foiyet    it?"   she   aiibwercu   in   that 
curiously  simple  manner  of  hers. 

"Tell  me  how  it  happened,"  he  said  >hi)rtly. 
"He  caught  >ighf  of  me  at  South  Stoekhridge," 
>he  saiil  narratively,  "and  followed  me.  1  Ihouglil 
he  had  gone,  and  1  had  got  down  [o  fix  Puck's  harness 
when  he  came  up.  He  sjHjkc  me  ill,  and  —  and  — 
it  was  well  you  came  in  time.  That's  all." 
Cecil  swore  und'T  his  breath. 

"You  should  not  go  a'oout  alone,"  he  said  again; 
his  tone  was  almost  a  reproof. 

"Do  not  let  us  speak  of  it,"  she  munnured.  "  Evil 
things  i)ast  are  best  forgotten." 

When  the  supper  dishes  hail  been  cleared  away 
they  sat  for  some  time  taikin-^  by  the  lire.  Soon  slie 
begun  humming  softly,  and  he  asked  her  tu  >ing  again 
the  song  of  the  afternoon.  Her  voice  was  u  rich  and 
quite  untrained  contralto,  l)ut,  as  she  sang,  the  night 
itself  seemed  to  listen. 

"What  does  it  mean.^"  he  asked,  after  a  pause  when 
she  had  finished. 
"I  do  not  ktiow." 
"Is  it  in  the  gypsy  tongue?' 
"Perhaps,  I  am  not  sure." 

t  10.-,] 


IN     SKARCII     OF     ARCADY 

"And  where  did  you  learn  it?" 

"  r  do  nut  knou  that,  .'ith*  r.      I  .eeni  to  have  always 
known  it.  -)r  hav»-  heard  if  lir.st  in  a  lar-oll'  dream." 
"It's  very  iKMulifuI." 
"^  es,"  she  said. 
'I'here  was  a  silenre.      Then: 

'■("an  you  not  .peak  th<-  ^n-psy  lanfina^e?  You 
knew  what  tlial  man  vaid  uhen  he  >.poke  in  tliat 
stran<:e  t()nf>;ue.^" 

She  shivered,  and  drew  hep  n-d  eloak  about  l,<-r, 
althoufih  the  ni^dit  was  warm. 

•'flow   does  on.>   know   thinos.^"  she  sai.l   in   a   Uas 
voice.      "How  <h)es  one  knou  that  one  knows.^" 
Then   di"  rose  abrupt iy. 

"(iood  ni^rhf,  Scotchman'"  .-,he  cried  linhfly.  "We 
uill  hreakfa.st  early,  and  take  the  vall.^y  road  .lown 
there  to  (Jomorrah." 

And  this  was  the  hcKMniu'n^  of  their  joiirn.-\  inj^s. 
For  seven  days  they  travelled  to-elher,  jX'ddHng  their 
wares  by  day,  and  canipino  in  M.me  i.solated  .<pot  at 
fuV'ht.  :qu>  accepted  his  companionship  without  any 
dispk-iy  of  emotion,  neitlier  repulsing'  nor  encourafjing 
il.  and  uoiiij^  her  rwu  way  unmoved.  She  ua-  a  keen 
l.usiness  woman,  taking  deli<,'ht  in  her  harter'ng,  and 
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recounting  Iut  sales  to  him  ;it  «'vcningti<lo  over  their 
clipper.  Like  all  j.'yp.-,ies,  she  hud  a  keen  nose  for  a 
hargain,  and  to  her  regular  trade  she  added  fort une- 
I'.'lllng  of  a  sort  which  greatly  amused  the  farm  women 
wl-  )  were  her  customers.  Cecil  was  in  a  transport,  of 
happiness  from  morning  till  nigiit  -  wiili  its  wakeful, 
restless  hours,  when  he  lay  upon  his  hed  of  fragrant 
boughs  and  knew  tliat  ^he  was  near.  His  entire  past 
with  its  associations  had,  for  tlit>  monu-nt,  slipped 
away  from  him,  and  he  thought  and  dreamed  of 
nothing  hut  this  wild  flower  of  a  girl  with  her  primitive 
gentility,  her  native  grace  and  goodness,  and  her 
all-conquering  charm. 

As  they  travelled  about  he  made  no  effort  to  .sell  his 
wares,  and  found  not  a  single  purchaser.  He  contented 
himself  during  the  hours  of  her  occupation  with  for- 
aging the  villages  through  which  they  passed  for  such 
delicacies  as  the  place  afforded,  and  when  at  night  he 
confessed  his  lack  of  business  success,  she  would  con- 
dole with  and  encourage  him,  reproving  him  for  his 
expenflitures. 

They  went  from  Gomorrah  to  Sodom,  and  thenco 
through  Bethel,  and  on  toward  Harrington  by  the 
back-coiuit ry  roail.-,  stopping  at  farms  as  they  pas.sed. 
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On  tho  t.iini  night  flu-y  canipcd  in  fli(>  .Ionian  (iap 
(u  Qiiakcr-clirislcncd  sjiot,  a>  an-  all  \\\  (his  ncighliour- 
hood),  and  (Veil,  wlicii  they  liad  finished  supper 
i)nt  while  it  u.is  still  light,  threw  himself  upon  fh(> 
ground  in  front  of  her  to  hear  Iier  -ing,  as  slie  sat  lean- 
ing hack  against  a  tall  pine  tn-e.  The  evening  was 
fair,  and  a  pale  siekle-inooii  elinilx-d  the  (  irar  lu-avcris. 
A  poignant  <|uietnes^  wa>  in  the  air,  and  the  fire  had 
f.'dlen  to  a  l)ed  of  glowing  cuihcrs. 

"f^olli,  (|ueen  of  the  forest-,  tell  nie  of  your  people; 
Irll  me  of  the  gyj)sies,"  said  he  ^oftlv. 

"The  gypsy  folk  nev.T  tril  o  tlfinselvt-,,"  die 
rep,Iied  in  her  >lurred  aceent>.  -'That  is  why  they 
succeed  in  holding  together,  and  why  evm  those  who 
have  lived  among  them  nuicli  know  little  of  them." 

"They  have  m;:ny  >igns  and  token>  hy  which  ihey 
.send  each  other  secret  messages,  have  llu>y  not?" 

"Yes." 

"  I  (dl  nie  some  of  the  my>teries.  J  swear  never  to 
lireathe  them  to  a  !i\ing  -o,il!'" 

"They  are  not  mine  to  tell."  -he  ^aid  >in-.ply. 

"But  you  must  know  some  that  you  could  tell  me.'" 

She  laughed  a  little  at  hi>  per-i  tenee. 
I  uill  show  you  something  which  is  niy  own  secret, 
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"  Reaching  oxi-r  she  hroke  a  Iwig  fruui  a  UKii)le  .sajt- 

fcj  ling  whieli  grew  near  hy. 

"See,  il   i>  of  maple,"  ^he  eonlinued;  "three  leaves 

on  Ji  twii.r,  and  laid  >o  a^  to  jioint   the  way.    If  I  were 

in   tronl)le  the  stem  of  one   leaf  would  be  broken  — 

sol" 

"How    curious,     how     romaidici"     he    exclaimed. 

"Show  me  some  more  things,  I.olli." 

Hut  she  lanuhed  and  shook  Ikt  head. 

"Why  do  you  peddle?"  she  asked  suddenly.  "Vou 
are  ednealed,  anni'i  you?  You  can  read,  I  know! 
I  think  yon  could  get  steady  work  if  you  wislied." 

"But  I  like  to  peddle,"  he  ol)jeeled. 

"I  know!"  she  nodded,  sympathetically,  "So  do  I. 
Who  won  J  sacrifice  this,  all  this" — sweeping  her 
hand  >v,ard  the  view — "for  the  finest  house  or  the 
most  profitable  employment?  Indeed,  what  is  profit 
but  getting  what  you   want?     And   both  you  and   I 
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\\nn\  fr<'<>iluin.      We  cam  a>  much  a>  uc  iicol  to  live, 
ami  arc  rich  ItcvDiui  incaMirc." 

"Ri^'hl  Vdii  arc."  he  aiis'.veretl.  "I  agrct'  with  \i>ii 
«'nflroly.  I»iit,  LolH,  why  arc  you  m»  keen  for  a  I>ar- 
gaiii  or  flicker,  if  you  care  so  little  for  lmIii?" 

"Il  is  iiol  the  money,  it  i>  tlx-  h.illlc  of  wits  for 
which  T  care,"  she  -aid.  "Wfiy  does  the  arti>t  care 
f'T  hi-  work?      Harteriii;^'  i>  my  art." 

"  NN  hat  <lo  you  kiiow  alioiil  arl  i-t-  and  t  hi'ir  \\i>rk?'" 
he  asked  (luickly.  "  ^'ou  do  .say  the  -Irati^'ot  things 
sometimes  I" 

"What  do  jjoii  know  al^oiil  artists?"  -he  flung  back 
at  him. 

"PrecioiKs  lifth',"'  he  wa-  forcc(l  to  admit. 

I><)I!i  a{)|)eared  to  he  an  adept  at  almo>t  anythinp 
which  ofTcred  itself  to  her  hand,  and  he  could  n«n-er 
guess  what  .she  would  do  next.  She  stopped  a  runaway 
horse  one  day,  before  Cecil,  walking  l)eside  her,  col- 
lected his  wits  sufheicnily  to  take  th'- job  upon  himself. 
The  beast  (juieied  instantly  uj)on  her  touching  it, 
and  stood  quivering  liut  humble  enough  for  the  child 
driver  to  control,  within  five  minutes  of  his  capture. 
The  occupants  of  the  buggy  to  which  the  horse  was 
attached  were  a  middle-aged  woman  and  her  lwelv(>- 
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VeJir-i)I(l  ><)ii,  ulio  held  tlic  rcin>.  1  In-  woman  wa- 
|)rofiisi'  in  Ikt  tlianks,  Init  to  Cccirs  surprint-,  Lolli 
prt'ternlcil  not  to  uii(l«'r>taii(l  Kiij^li^li,  and  turned  away 
as  soon  as  >lu'  ua-^  crrtain  that  tlicrc  was  no  longer 
any  dant'cr.  Nor  would  --lie  rxplain  wliy  >li<-  ri'liix'd 
to  rt'ct'ivc  thanks  for  licr  action,  wliitli,  lo  suy  tlit 
least  of  il,  liail  hern  a  ( tMiragcoiis  one. 

At  aiiotliiT  time  lie  cainc  npon  Iicr  in  llu>  rarl\ 
niorniii;^  ciiLM^'cd  in  nicndiM;,'  a  spoke  in  one  of  the 
wheels  of  her  cart.  Sh<-  was  niakiriL,'  a  rcniarkalil\ 
neat  joh  of  it  and  wo\ild  not  let  him  assist  hir  fear, 
as  .she  frankly  lold  him.  thai  he  mi;;ht  spcij  it. 

Theirs  was  a  deliciously  intimate  life,  yet  a  eom- 
pietcly  impersonal  one.  I>olIi  was  ai)stnict  as  tiie 
llowers  themselves,  and  as  natural.  Pretence  of  any 
kind  she  could  not  abide,  and  in  the  face  of  her  atti- 
tude toward  the  fact  of  their  heinj^  thus  alone,  it  was 
im{)(>ssihle  to  find  anything  remarkal)Ie  in  it.  Two 
roail-fellows,  met  by  accident,  and  finding  each  other 
companionable,  journeyed  tt^gether.  Why  not?  And 
"why  not?"  echoed  common  sense;  for,  after  all,  is 
this  not  in  the  elemental  law  of  things?  For  that 
matter,  if  you  like,  both  l/)lli  and  Chamboyne  were 
elemental   beings;    >he,   from    whatever   circumstances 
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liuil  proiliii,,!  h,  r  in  ||„-  Ur.^l  pla<  c,  and  iiiadr  licr 
po^Ksihll';  aiui  In-,  Iroiii  IfnipcnirmMit,  iiini  in  a  w.iy, 
liy  inhcriliUKx-.  LlI  .M.i.l.imc  (iniiKly  say  what  she 
will,  this  sort  d  ituiucciiL  conipaiiioiiship  existed, 
yes,  uiidiT  siiiiiliar  iirciiiii.slarici's.  too,  iorij,'  before 
.she  was  Ihoii^ht  of.  A  pla-ur  upon  l!ic  iiiischievons 
conplo  ihat  ^'avc  her  hirtli! 

They  were  re.sting  on  the  cool  turf  in  a  .luided  Hill.- 
dell  one  hot  noon-day,  ulieii  a  tliin  green  .snake  >li,| 
through  the  grass  at  her  let.  II,.  expeeted  tli,,|  .|„. 
would  scream,  or  at  least  draw  hack  in  (h'^gu^t,  hut,  to 
his  amazement,  she  leaned  over  and  picked  it  up  im- 
pulsively, as  one  would  gather  a  hlossoni  ,.r  leaf  ul  Ich 
iiad  caught  the  eye.  The  creature  did  not  wriliie, 
ImL  lay  linn^'v  across  her  hand  a>  if  il  ue--  luite  un- 
afraid, and  did  not  at  all  resent  liu.s..^udden  inicrferenee 
in  its  aifairs. 

•'Ih.w  pretty!"  she  exclaimed  touching  its  back 
delicately  with  a  yeutle  finger.  "See  the  row  of 
little  dots!" 

When  .she  had  relea.sed  it,  and  il  liad  slii)j)cd  out  uf 
sight  nmong  the  ial!  fcrn>,  he  a.-kcd,  fea.,ingly: 

■'Uiiy  are  you  afraid  of  dogs,  when  you  have  uo 
fear  for  any  other  animals.^" 
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She  srcincd  Id  (■oii--i(l(T  fiT  :i  inonicnl   lirfor*-  -pc.ik- 

"I  think  it  is  hcc.iusc  they  lire  not  rral  ;iiiim;il>," 
she  said  slowly.  "'riHy  arc  ni»l  fjiHy  aiiinials,  and 
"hey  are  not  n'ally  iiiiiiKtii!  Man  lias  spoiled  tlieii 
without  sueceedin^  in  making  anytliing  of  them. 
They  arc  like  a  hadly  ixraftcd  I rrc,  or  an  unsueessfiil 
cast,  .ind  .so  they  arc  merely  almornial.  I  li.  tt^  ahnor- 
laa!  tlnniis." 

"l  don't  af^ree  with  ynu  at  all!"  he  cried  li'»tly. 
■'Tlic  dog  is  the  noblest  of  animal-;  lie  i-;  man'-  licst 
friend!" 

.\nd  here  they  fell  upon  tlie  only  stunibling-ltlock 
which  they  found,  and  ioii^lil  a  hattic  royal,  in  which 
ncidicr  earae  ont  \ictor  and  neither  .vas  -shaken  in 
llie  icast  by  the  other's  ar^iunicnfs. 

When  they  paus(><!  at  five  f)'(!o(  k,  tluit  she  might 
brew  some  tea  (which  they  did  each  day,  much  \n 
('ecil's  unexpressed  dclii:htK  Lolli  produced  a  book 
with  .1  paper  cover  printed  in  brilliant  eoloiirs,  on 
whieh  was  depicted  a  lady  in  full  cxcning  dress,  lying 
bound  upon  a  railroad  track,  while  an  oblivious  engi- 
neer was  speed  in;:  hi-  train  at  her  tV.M  lilt. 

"You  read  it  while  I  get  the  tea,"  .she  .suggested. 
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Cecil,  who  cvtT  rcafi  anythin.^  if  he  rouhl  InIj,  it, 
looked  at  tlie  hook  with  curiosity  and  aniiouincd  tlir 
titles: 

"DIAMOND   DICKIE,  OR   TlIK    DEMON 
DENTIST" 

"That  .sounds  as  it"  it  uw^hi  he  interesting,"  ho  said 
skimming  over  the  pages,  "though  the  pictures  arc 
most  aw-fully  rottenly  drawn." 

"Yes,  they  are  not  pretty,"  she  assented,  cutting 
bread  and  butter.     "Please  read!" 

He  complied,  an<l  lor  an  hour  they  sat  absorbed  in 
learning  how  the  wealthy  dentist  hid  Dickie's  sweet- 
heart in  the  dental  cabinet,  and  then  attempted  to 
nssassinaf.>  Ikt  because  she  wouhl  not  marry  him,  and 
h<.w  she  was  rescued  at  the  eleventh  hour  and  three 
•  juarlcrs  by  h.-r  dauntless  lover. 

Lolli  drew  a  long  breath  when  it  was  over. 
"What   a  lovely  story!"  she  exclaimed.     "I  don't 
think  I  ever  read  a  more  thrilling  one." 

"Awfully  exciting,"  h(>  agreed;  "but  the  dentist 
vn,  rather  a  ca.l,  wasn't  he?  I  always  did  think  den- 
tists were  horrid." 

"Yes,  they  hurt,"  .said  she  seriously. 
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"Where  did  you  gel  the  book?"  he  inquired,  exam- 
ining it. 

"The  grocer's  hoy  at  Gomorrah  gave  it  me,"  -slie 
answered  him.      "He  hhes  me."  -he  added  naively. 

The  same  eveiiini;-,  after  pitiiiiii^  their  eami),  lliiv 
stood  together  in  tlie  moonlight  and  !oc»ked  down  upon 
the  breathless  beauty  of  a  silver  lake  a  thousand  feet 
below.  Through  tlir  pine  trees  the  wind  came,  whis- 
pering strangely  beautiful  things  to  them. 

"What  a  marvellous  thing  the  wind  is,"  he  said  in 
a  lov.'  voice. 

And  she  replied,  "Yes,  it  is  the  breath  of  God." 


Tlial  nighl  as  he  lay  staring  up  at  the  stars  he  deter- 
mined upon  a  new  eourse  of  action.  I  p  to  now  lie 
had  carefully  refrained  from  making  any  declaration 
to  Lolli,  or  even  intimating  in  the  slightest  mauncr 
the  nature  of  his  feelings  toward  her.  It  had  seemed 
to  him  the  only  decent  thing  to  do  in  view  of  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  he  had  maile  her  ac(iuaiiilaiice 
and  their  present  situation.  But  he  was  coming  to 
the  end  of  his  tether;  to-morrou  he  wouKl  -peak  ;:n<i 
ask  her  to  be  his  wife,  but  uitliout  forcing  her  to  an 
immediat.-  decision.     Tiiat    -he   would   hear  him   oul 
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n-ithout  disturbance  he  did  not  doubt,  knowing  Ler 
character  as  he  did;  but  as  to  the  nature  of  lier  reply 
he  could  not  oven  gucs.s.  She  xw'us  kind  to  hiui,  cer- 
tainly, but  >iie  was  that  to  vvcry  plowlwy  whom  she 
met  —  nay,  excry  do,:;- —  and  she  didn't  like  does! 
'Hi.Tf  was  nothing-  which  bade  him  hope  cxcrjit  (!i<- 
I'aet  tliat  shr  had  iic\cr  >liown  any  aniipatliy  to  him. 
At  any  rate,  tu-  would  know  hi>  late  as  quickly  as  may 
be.  The  thought  of  what  this  step  might  mean  to 
his  t'utnrc,  his  position  in  tlic  v.drii!.  he  brushed  aside, 
refusing  to  allow  il  lo  tiDubk-  liini,  Lolli  was  good 
and  txauliiul  and  wise,  and  he  loved  her:  what  woman 
—  be  her  station  in  Ik'  high  or  low  —  conhl  offer  more? 
Surely,  that  wa--  enough.  As  for  lielie-,  he  was  learn- 
ing \\hal  they  were.     And  .so  he  was  resolved. 


Late  next  moriiinu.  Ceeil  awok(>  and  l.iy  shivering 
in  sweet  anticipation.  He  listened  inlentl\.  but  heard 
no  nio\-enienl  beyontl  the  wall  of  green  that  screened 
her  woodland  e!i,inil)rr,  .so  after  a  few  moments  he 
aro.se  and  made  his  way  to  the  brook  which  was  to 
.serve  as  hi>  iiathing  place.  She  had  been  Iheri'  before 
him;  he  conld  trace  lu  r  lillle  footprint-,  on  the  earthen 
banks,     'liien,  after  iialhing,  he  leisnrely  reiin-ned  to 
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the  camp,  inul  one  ..civ,  Mood  ^tock  .>till,  .-urpristcl 
ami  angry.  The  phi-.i-  \va-  empty,  saw  for  the 
smouldering  fire.  Cart  and  pony  were  gone:  llie  ample 
cups  and  white  cloth  were  gone;  everything,  '•icluding 
Lolli  hi. -ell',  liad  vanished  as  though  they  had  tie\-er 
l)een.  At  lir-^t  he  eould  scarcely  reidi/e  ttiat  it  was  true, 
luit  >he  had  gone  withoul  a  word,  without  a  .sign, 
and  leaving  no  trace! 


fin] 
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ADV  IIM.I.IARV  u.s  .iitin.  „,,  i„  t,,.,;  road- 
i",u  a  Ictl.T.  It  \\a>  I'nuii  (',•,  il,  and  at 
tiuli  jxTiod  she  shook  her  iuad  in  an  an<:r\ 
manner  m)  that  her  ioii^f  (iianioiid  earrings  (which  .she 
had  eareies>ly  lorgolt.-n  to  remove  over  riiuht)  raltl<-(l 
vioh-ntly.     The  letter  wa^  hrief  an. I  to  the  point. 

GOMOKIJAH.   M.i.SS. 

I)k.\h   r(K)T.s: 

I  urn  very  hiisy  up  h.rv.  ami  raii't  j^'ct  away  to  meet  the 
amial)Ie  Miss  C'liichester,  as  y(,ii  desire.  In' fact,  I  have 
<l<H'ide(i  not  to  try  for  an  li.-iress  after  all.  It  .seems  such  a 
rotten  thiii^'  to  ,1,..  There  u  ill  1„.  nu  use,  my  dear  Tootsie. 
in  trying  to  move  rn<'  fn.in  this:  ifs  s<"tfle(l!  Addre.s.s  me.' 
care  of  post-otfiee,  (.reaf  HarriiiL'ton,  Ma.su!iii,etts,  if* 
you  umst  let  off  steam. 

^  <iur  otIiir\vi.>,e  ol)e(h"i'iit 

C'l.SSiY. 

I'.S.  I  am  jolly  <,'lad  there  was  sueh  a  rush  at  tlie  doeks 
that  you  di.hi't  intrnduee  me  then  and  there  to  Airs.  C'hi- 
ehester  and  lier  daufihter:  I  would  rather  meet  theiu  hot!, 
wiliiuut  any  urn'trc  ptnutr,  doift  you  know. 
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"I  suppose  I'rcscoll  lias  ii  sister,""  she  sai.l  al.md, 
when  she  had  finished.  "  Hut  if  ho  sees  vunw^h  cf  H-r 
.:.,  -.vill  pr<.l)ahly  spoil  il  all  herx'lf,  whereas,  my  i.il.r- 
ference  wo-ild  drive  him  into  eominittiiig  matrimony 
instanter.  And  what's  all  that  gibberish  in  the  i.ost- 
s.-ript.  IIo  must  have  been  thoroughly  fuddled  when 
he  wrote.     It's  too  bad,  though!     Hum!" 

She   had   eontrive.l   to  say   all   this   aloud    without 
dropping  h.T  iifter-breakfast  cigarette  from  the  corner 
„f  her  muiilh.     The  spacious  but  hideon     hotel  bed- 
,o,,m  wa>  litlrred  up  \\\\\i  an  almost  incredible  jumble. 
On  a  table  by  the  bed  was  a  capacious  tray  containing 
the  scanty  remains  ..f  a  very  large  breakfast:  elotho 
were  flung  everywlu-n-.     It  seemed  as  if  Lady  Hyllii'.ry 
must   have   deliberately    thrown   each    garment    on    a 
separate    arliele    of    furniture.     The    window    shades 
were  at  different   angles  and  the  bureau  wa,s  a  mad 
tangle  of  false  hair,  cosmetics,  and  suffrage  literature. 
Half   a   (hjzen   copies   of    Lady  Ilylliary's  new   b<.uk, 
'•Suffrage   and   Suffering,"  occupied   one  «'nd   of   I  he 
sofa,  (>ach  volume  neatly  tied  xi]>  and  addressed  to  a 
member  of  th.>  American  Anti-Suffrage  League,  vith 
the  authoress's  eomi)lini.  nts;  while  the  b,  d  itself  was 
<leluged  with  l.tiers  and  papers.      Her  negligee  was  as 
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odd  as  her  other  costumes,  being  a  hrilliantly  .stri,„..| 
garment  of  silk,  a  relic  of  her  Indian  .ojourn. 

"It  is  really  most  annoying  of  Cecil,"  slir  Uiou-ht, 
"after  I'd  promised  Jim  to  get  him  settled  tc.,.."'' 

With  which  she  dismissed  him  temi.omrilv  and  un- 
folded a  second  letter.  It  was  a  long  one  "in  a  deli- 
cate, feminine  hand-writing. 

"My  Dfak  Lady  FIymjary: 

Although  I  am  ,mk..ovv„  to  you,  I  mako  no  npolopv  for 
a  .lress,ng  you.  because  you  are  a  won.an  .ho  has  viulat..! 
all  the  domestic  laws  l.y  .spt-akin^  in  pnbhc  and  in  conse- 
quence may  he  cou.sid.n-.l  as  no  longer  having  the  rid  "of 
choos.ng  your  correspon.ients.  I  uish  to  inform  vou  thai 
t  c  I  n.ted  Mothers  of  America  will  open  a  most ' vigorou 
campa.gn  aga.nsf  you,  unless  you  promise  to  wiU.dr.w  from 
poaku,g  for  equal  suffrage  at  once.     You  are  drawing    n,^ 

your  t.tle  and  are  converte.l  to  your  cause  merelv  on  account 

sane  and  rational  hemgs)  were  quite  carried  awav  hv  ^our 
arguments  last  evening  at  Carnegie  Hail,  and  seemed  ut  erh 
unable  to  hsten  to  reason  afterward     .  "  ete    Z 

ad  infinitum.  '     '     *^<^-'eic., — 

Lady  Hylliary  arose  in  her  nigiii-elnd  wrath  and 
climbed  out  of  bed  none  too  graceftdlv.  She  was 
immensely  tired  of  such  letters,  and  endeavoured  not 
to  see  them,  but  despite  every  order  they  still  managed 
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lo  creep  in  among  her  personal  correspondence. 
A  Mrs.  Jones  was  parlicularls  obnoxious  about  send- 
ing tlieni.  I.ady  Ilylliary  was  waiting  to  lay  hands 
on  tliat  lady:  With  a  bounce  she  brought  her  hand 
down  upon  the  bell,  and  in  a  inonieiil  her  >eerelar\, 
a  round  young  wmnan   with  eye-glas.se.^,  appeare<l. 

"Send  this  wonvm  n  copy  i>f  my  pamphlet,  'How  to 
He  llaitpy  though  Married,'  and  mark  the  paragraph 
on  "Spite',"  -ai<l  her  ladyship,  handing  her  the  letter. 
"Accept  all  the  invitations  whether  they  conflict  or 
not,  and  refuse  all  the  re(iuesl>  for  free  tickets." 

She  waved  a  hand  toward  the  littered  counteri)ane. 

"Very  well,"  reidied  the  secretary,  who  shall  be 
nameless  because  she  was  one  of  tho.-e  persons  whom 
you  don't  remember  any  the  belter  for  knowing  their 

names. 

"A  Mrs.  Smithson-Walker,  secretary  (.f  the  Home 
r;,  b,  an  anti-organization,  called  to  ask  if  you  would 
debate  with  their  president  at  what  >he  called  a 
'pink  tea'  on  Thursday  at  four.  The  subject  is  to 
be  the  vote. " 

Janet  whistled  meditatively. 

"If  1  refuse  they'll  think  I'm  afraid  of  them,"  she 
said  slowly;  "and  if  I  accept  they'll  b.  frightened  and 
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won't  sIk.u  h[).  Tliat's  ah  .,\  >  lli<-  way  witli  these 
hotiickccixTs:  IJcttcr  ;ici:ei)t  tlic  rlialK'ia;.',  I  Mippose. 
And  pirate  x'tid  me  Brnwn." 

Hrouii  was  I  lir  maid. 

'I'licM   licr  lady^liip   went    lo  tli(>  dressing  tablc^  and 

lu';.,Mn   to  shake  footli   powder  on)   of  her  faKc  hair 

spilled  there  !)>  ,>onie  careless  hand,  proli.-.My  her  own. 

Uh.  II  she  was  arrayed  to  the  despair  of  her  maid 
and  her  oun  indillerenee,  she  luid  a  taxi  called  and 
lietook  her^'If  lo  IJie  ( 'liieheslers'  to  iiKjuire  for  news 
of  her  nieeo. 

Hie  day  was  ver\-  warm,  with  that  sii,!,!,.,,  ndvont 
of  Slimmer  pe(  uliar  to  New  \  ork,  and  she  soon  re- 
moved the  heavy  cape  which  decorated  Ikt  linen  tailor 
frown,  and  opened  a  window.  As  she  drove  along 
her  hrow  pnek.ied  into  a  frown  over  the  still  unsolved 
proMem  of  the  oir|\  disapju-arance.  All  efforts  to 
locate  tlie  "friends"  referred  to  liy  Barbara  in  her  note 
Iiad  luen  fruitless,  and  no  trac<'  of  the  girl  could  1..- 
fontid.  It  seemed  as  if  >he  had  vanished  into  thin  air. 
The  ChiehesttT  hou.sc  was  quickly  readied,  and 
moujrtin^  the  marhle  steps  Lady  Ilylliarv  was  i;ree<-H| 
by  old  Lang,  who  had  seen  her  coniinu  and  opened  ■.,■ 
door  before  she  reached  l!ie  bell. 
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••(iood  morning,  my  liuly,"  lie  muinlilfi  tlr!i^'liU'ii!\ 
il    Iter    smile   of"    rrcoirnitior'       "Madame    i>    upstairs 


!  aiiiioiiiiee  >  our  hnly>hip' 


iu  Irt  own  rooiiH.      M 

"No,  I'll  go  >tr:tiglil  np,  l-ang,"  she  rei>lie(l.  "Any 
news  of  Miss  Harhara?"" 

"Xonoat  ail,  my  lady,  I'm  -'orry  to  say,"  he  reiilird. 

Mrs.  Chielipstt'r'-  private  rooms  were  at  llie  1.  ft 
.if  the  stairs  going  np,  and  .la net,  -ccing  thai  the  sitting 
room  door  was  ajar,  called  a  ehi  ery  "good  morning" 
from  tlio  lop  step.  ( )n  entering  immediately  after- 
ward sin-  tlioiighl  that  -he  ^au  the  figure  of  a  man 
vanishing  inlcj  the  iruier  r.i()m. 

"Oh,  Janet,  how  \ou  >tartled  me!""  exclaimed  Mr>. 
( "liichester  coming  forward  to  meet  her  sister,  some- 
what  effusively.  She  lookeil  pale,  and  Iiad  <lark  rings 
under  her  eyes. 

"Ilello,  fair  ()dali>(|uc.  you  look  a  wreck!"  replied 


I  he  visitor. 


'Wa-^  t 


lal  iii\  HI 


itocratic  hrother-in-law?' 


\\\ 


ie.-e 


eiaeulali 


d  A<1(>U 


That  ran  awa\-  from  m 


"  My  dear  .Janet,"  replied  her  si.ster  with  a  (juccr 
little  laugh,  "your  ima-iination  is  so  wrought  up  ahout 
the  mythical    wrong-   of  womankind  that    it  is  (piite 


running  away  witl 


I  null. 


Thei 


■e  was  no  one 


here ! 
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This  \v;is  so  iiiiicli  ncartT  to  wif  (li.in  .\i\c\r  n-n;ill\ 
cariH-  tliat  Lady  Hylliary  laughed  as  shi-  jMilIrd  oil"  Ikt 
gloves  and  opened  her  cigarette  case. 

"  Pretty  good,  my  dear!"  she  said,  striking  a  rnatrli. 
"Lang  says  tliere  is  no  news  of  Rarliara;  is  il  truf.  or 
doesn't  he  know?" 

"Janet,  I  do  iru^h  you  would  not  Le  so  absurd!" 
continued  Mrs.  Cliirlu'sl<'r.  "Of  r  rse  it  is  true. 
Where  are  you  going  this  morning?" 

Lady  Ilylliary  looked  up  in  some  surprise. 

"Are  you  so  anxious  to  be  rid  of  me?"  A\o  asked. 
"1  hud  come  to  see  yon."' 

"That  is  very  sweet  of  you,  dear,  but  \ou  umst  nut 
I<'t  me  kee{)  you  IVom  your  many  engagements,"  said 
the  other  hurriedly. 

•Well,  ni  be  shot!"  ejaculated  Lady  Ilylliary 
inelegantly,  sitting  i)oU  upright:  "Adele,  what  /.>■ 
up?" 

"l  ;im  sure  I  don't  know  what  you  mean,"  replied 
Mrs.  Chichester,  pettishly.  "There  is  nothing  'up,' 
as  you  express  it,  and  I'm  delighted  to  see  you,  of 
course." 

Janet  was  ostensibly  satisfied,  for  she  said  nothin<' 
more,  but  ,>lie  glanced  furti\tly  at  the  portieres  which 
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scrcenrd    llio    <I<'(ir   li>   tlic    lU'xl    rooni.      ^\ll,lt    ilid    il 
lueiin?      Cuul<l    lli'Tf  li<-  some    iny-t.  ry    lure?      llcr 
iii(|iiisitivc  mind  \v;u>  iilmnly  Ixiriow  in;^  iMpidly  .unong 
iiuiiiy   possibilities.     rii'iii«--li"ii;il)ly    -1h>   w.nild   stay 
a  while  and  see  wli.it    uoiild   liappcii;   tlnTc  was  no 
:<'con(l  door  leading  out  of  Ihal  inner  room,  she  knew. 
Slu"  crossed  her  legs  mtnfortably,  and  suddenly  be- 
.•aine  oonseience  smitten.  She  was  a  beast!  In  all  prob- 
ability the  man  was  Chichester,  who  was  leaving:  after  a 
quarrel  to  which  Adcle  very  naturally  ilid  nol  wi-h  I.. 
confess.     She  would  go  shortly  .-ind  leave  her  sister  to 
the  self-pity  which  Ad<'le  uodnubl  1  lion-ugldy  enjoyed. 
"I?ut   <lo   tell    iiu-    iilxiiit     Barl)ara,"  she    exclaimed 
;d.)ud;   "surely   there   iini-^l    Im-   ,M>nie  won!   In>ni   lur? 
Can't    the    detective-    liiid    out    atujihinq?     Why    it's 
two  weeks  since  >]ie  left,  or   more.      Adele,   if   I   were 
iH  yotir  place,  I  should  l)e  t'niutie!     As  il  i>  I'm  ui»et 
enough,  goodness  knows!     Yon  act   as  if  it  were  the 
most  ordinary  <tate  of  atiair-  im;iuin;d)le!" 

"Janet,  I  (un  aii\iou>,"  cried  Mr<.  Chichester  mi- 
erably,  "more  so  than  you  .Ire.im!  15ut  I  am  -ure 
that  if  she  had  met  with  any  mishap  we  should  h;ive 
heard  of  it  by  now.  Tla-  only  real  comfort  I  have  is 
that  it's  iill  l)een  kept  out  of  the  newspapers!" 
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A<I.Ir,  f.u-   llc;i\(.n\  .;i|„.  ,|,„|'|   (.p,,    I,,, til    I',,,  p„|,-.*' 
>iii.l   I,.i.ly   Ilylliaiy.  arising  i,,   hasf.-.      'I   .jutri    ktiov 

wIu'IIkt  ifsyt )r  ||,r  li<at.  or  my  iiiiaginjitioii,  hiil 

.snmillnng  has  ^^,,1  ,,ii  my  n.rv.'v  most  lionihly  tlii:. 
"""■"'"^'-  '  l!''"!-  I'll  t".l  al..nj^  and  uiilc  a  tivalis,. 
oil  •S(>lf-('ntilr..r;  il  ma;    calin  inc." 

Mrs.  (  InVli-.i,.,-  ;,,•,,>.•  also  —  .somewlmt  eagorly, 
.laiict   thoiigliJ  —  and  l)ad«-  licr  good-hyc. 

■•|{y  the  way,"  rrniarkod  the  lalt<T  at  the  sitting 
rnom  dour,  "I  had  a  hWrv  from  Chamhoyii,-  ihls 
iiK.niiiig:  he  is  h.  1,1  „,,  i,,  thr  country  hy  something  or 
other  and  won't  ho  hack  for  a  few  days  at  h-a.st.  It's 
just  as  w.-II.  as  tilings  turn  .  i,  for  if.  as  I  .sincerely 
liope.  tlii-  ahscnce  of  Barbara's  is  merely  an  e.scapade 
it  i>heff,T  Ihat  lu-  -Imnl,!  Know  as  lit  tie  of  it  as  pos.sihle; 
nothing,  if  tli.il  can  !..■  matiagcd." 

"Janet,"  .aid  Ad.'lr,  reprovingly,  "1  really  do  not 
think  yon  are  jiistijir<l  in  ealling  my  daughter's  di.s- 
appearaiK-e  an  e^Mpade:  it  does  i,,,t  M)imd  proper." 
"My  dear  sister,  liow  yon  do  lo\e  to  -hirk  facts! 
f  helieve  yon  would  deccM'vt^  the  doelor  in  order  to 
make  him  say  yon  were  wor^e,  ;,nd  then  believe  you 
really  were!"  said  F.ady  Hylli.iry  angrily,  and  left, 
slamminy  the  door  beh;fi<l  her. 
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(Ml  iho  >lair>  >lu'  im-l  .lolm  ('IiuIh-^Ut  coming  up. 
lie  was  in  slm-l  clutlu?.>  an.l  luul  <-vi(k'ntly  just  come  in. 
Instantly  all  tin-  va«uc  suspicion  wliicli  liad  possessed 
her  a  <[uarttr  cil  an  liour  >itMf  returned  to  lier  niiiul. 
If  her  hrollier-in-lavv  lia<l  i><<ii  out,  il  >.t<)(i.l  to  n-axin 
that  he  could  not  at   the  same  lime  l»r  in  In-r  sisti-r's 

inner  room. 

"Hell.),  Janet ! '■    he    r<-m;irkc(l    immfdiairly ;    "are 

you  in  a  hurry?" 

"Not  particularly,     -!i<-  an>\vercd;  "why?" 

"Ik'cause  I  .should  like  In  speak  to  you  if  yuu  have 
time,"  he  .said  gravely.    '  Will  y<ui  come  ii.fo  my  slmly?" 

••f'ertaiidy,"  -h<-  r.!>li--d.  .iiid  tluri  adtl<d  anxiously, 
"no  \Viir<l  111   Harltara  ? 

The  hanker  .■,hu(jk   hi-  li.id   suit. )U fully.     "I  wisli 
to  God  there  were!"  Ik    >aid 

Together  fhty  descended  the  stair^  and  en  It  red  I  lie 
spacious  room  which  -er\ed  a>  sanctuiii  for  the  licad 
of  the  house.  It  was  a  dijrnilie.l  and  -inqd''  ai)arl  inei'.l . 
/here  w<Te  tlie  iisil.il  lr:ilher-fo\(  red  chairs,  and  a 
great  m;iii\  Ixxik-  in  npeti  cases.  .\  hca\'y  table  uas 
placed  hefoi-c  I  he  ihrce  luj;h  uind(.\\-.  and  on  it  i.i; 
writing  nialeriaN  .iml  the  n.ddcl  of  an  aerii[)lane. 
It  ua.s  a  rather  aUslere  room,  and  gave  one  uiucli  the 
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same  inijjrc.ssioii  i.f  nvslraint  which  thi-  owiur  coiivcyed. 
The  l>aijkcr  was  a    lar^r,  Mnooth    man,  pust    middle 
lif<',  >l''ck.  and  groonifd   h.  iHTiVclion.      Ilis  features 
were  uniii.arv,  and  h'_>  wore  a  >niall,  -ray  moustache. 
Rather    iiKlincd    l(.    be    {]e>hy    and    with    ::    plea.sing 
fre.h  ,„I(,i;r  i,i  hi.-  face,  he  wius  Mjfncieully  common- 
I'hiee  in   appearance  to  have  passed   iinnoti.:e(i   any- 
uhere.      Hut  once  the  observer  met  his  eyes  squarely, 
'lie    fir-t    inii)rcssi(.n    inuh'rwent    a   euniplcte   revision, 
f.T    they    were   steel-gray    and    mirrored    the    mental 
machine  which  had  made  tlie  Chichester  millions  pos- 
M')Ie.     Wilhal  he  was  a  man  to  be  reckoned  with,  and 
sometimes  —  to  his  own  after  distress  —  to  be  feared. 
Now  he  ^.  ated  hiniM-lf  b,-hind  hi>  <h->k  —  a  habit  h.- 
had  of  enlrcnchin-  himself  against  the  least  familiar- 
il.v  — and    turned    a    \rvy    grave    countenance    upun 
lu>  M>ter-in-law.     She  thought  that  he  had  begun  to 
>1h.  A-  hi>  age  .luring  the  j.a-t  week-,  and  that  Barbara's 
eonduct   wa>   felling  uix.n   him  heavily.     She  was   his 
only  child,  ami  h,.  lovd  her  dearly;  it  was  a  i)ily  that 

lift     t  t  *•  1     »"  )t     11  T>     I      -     I  11  !         i  • 

li-^  u*.4  ,,ox.  liiitUi .^uiiKi  iuT  better! 

"Have  you  bee,,  talking  to  Adele?"  he  asked  of 
i^^^^ly  Hylliary.  -  I  -upposcl  so:  well,  tell  me,  did  you 
notice  anything  al.'out  her?" 
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.laruM  fell  a-;  llntu^li  an  electric  shock  had  passed 
Ihroiittli  licr,  l)ut  she  managed  to  inaiiilain  a  fairly 
inirulll<'<l  e()iinleiKinc<\  Heavens!  What  did  the  inaii 
mean?      Wa>  there  going  to  he  a   --eandal? 

"Slie  >eems  very  n''rvou>,"  she  repheil  eautioii--l\ , 
"whieli  is  only  natural  un  ier  the  (  ircuinstanees." 

'"It  seems  natural  to  you,  does  it?"  said  he;  "well, 
why  isn't  .--he  murp  uervous?  That's  what  I'd  like 
to  kn<jw." 

"Now  look  here,  my  auloerat,"  said  Lady  Ilylliary 
tartly,  "you  mu.>t  not  expect  too  much  of  Adele,  you 
knov".  ^he  never  wa-  a  i>er^<in  ol  \i'ry  ileep  feelings, 
and  -he  is  ])r(ili.:d>!y  rather  put  to  it  to  apjjear  prop'rly 
broken-hearted  about  a  thing  whieh  really  only  aiuioy.s 
her." 

"'There  are  limes  wh.en  your  levity  is  distinctly  out 
of  place,"  >ai(!  Chichester  flushing  with  irritation. 
"Still,  I  am  forced  to  admit  th  ,*  there  is  some  truth 
in  what  you  say;  it  is  lliis  very  indifference  of  Adi'le's 
on  the  serious  subject  of  Barbara's  disappearance  of 
W"ljieli   I  vvisji  to  sneak. 

"Perhaj)s  I  put  it  rather  strongly,"  she  r(>i>lied. 
"but  she  certainly  is  l)ehaving  oddly.  One  would 
almost  say  .she  di«l  not  care." 

j 
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'■Tliiif-  i;:"'  he  .■xcl.-iinic'!,  "-lir  a.'l  ii,:li;v  doc,-  mA 
.seem  io  care:  U'liy,  il\  aliuost  incrcdililc.  yet  what 
•  'l-r  can  I  lliiii!,  ?  IahA.  here,  .larict.  lie  decent  iri'l 
;.  oil?  ['ill  np-el  I)y  this  uhulc  aflair,  an.]  f  wan!  to 
talk    it    (Ml!  :" 

"For,i:i\c  nie  Jack,"  said  tlie  siiffiaecMe.  'Tin 
-nrry  I  was  -nappy;  I'm  a>  cnf  np  aliont  r,arl)ara  as 
<  in  he,  myself." 

\h-  l(»)ke<i  at  her  gratefully,  imd  then  rising,  hcpan 
'<>  pace  hack  and  h)rth  across  f},,.  room  a-  lie  talked. 

■'Somelliiim  v.Ty  -t range  occurred  the  i\i\y  hcforc 
yestcniay,"  lie  told  her.  "One  of  the  men  from  tlic 
detective  office  <;un<'  to  make  some  furtlier  iruiuiries  — 
iisile--  tr.idi  enouuh.  it  soutkIcmI  to  me  -~  ju.-t  some 
liiiuor  d.'lail-,  anil  ..-In  Hal  /,-,  ///,;,  /,,  il,r  inf.^ruiatlon 
■•'■fir  (jai  i! " 

Wv  -l()pp(>d  hefor(>  r.ady  HylHarx  and  h)oked  af 
h^er  a^  though  l)egging  her  t(,  (ontradict  him.  As  ,-he 
"aiehed  him  pityingly,  she  feh  a  i)ang  of  rehef  Io  think 
that  the  even  mon-  p(-euiiar  eircumstaiKH's  wliich  she 
hau  jiis'  ••ncountercd  liad  not  com.'  to  his  notice.  In  his. 
la.st  words.  how(>v(T.  ,sh.'  foun.l  a  new  cause  for  :darm. 
"/./r,/  to  liin)'  Is  .she  mad:-'"  -he  gasped;  "ami 
\Mlhiiiyour  heiruig.'      Iinj)o.ssii)le:" 
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"She  did  not  know  that  I  overheard,"  he  replied, 
"but  I  assure  you  I  am  not  mistaken.  Knowing  very 
well  that  her  suggestion  that  Barbara  was  visiting  her 
friend  Alice  Worthing  had  Ittn-n  looked  into  by  me. 
and  that  Alice  told  us  that  she  had  not  .seen 
Barbara  for  weeks,  Adele  actually  made  the  same 
suggestion  to  the  detective,  rather  insisting  on  iL> 
possibility,  while  she  knew  its  worthlesMiess  j)er- 
fectly  well.  Can  you  conceive  of  a  reason  for  such 
an  action?" 

''Xot  u'dess  she  wished  to  hinder  the  search," 
declared  Lady  llylliary  in  a  tone  which  was  intendc(l 
to  put  that  jjossibiiity  (juite  out  of  the  question. 
Not  so  Chichester,  however. 

"Wait  a  moment"  he  said;  "that  is  what  I  am  at 
last  forced  to  believe." 

"To  believe  what?"  she  asked. 

"That  Adelr  docs  not  want  Barbara  traced!'* 

Coming  on  top  of  her  own  ol)>ervatioii>  and  sus- 
jticions,  this  announcement  fairly  took  away  Lady 
!!y!!iary's  breath.  She  shook  hcr-iclf  •md  rose  to  j;o. 
Somehow  she  felt  that  she  needed  air. 

"Nonsense,  Jack."  slie  replied.  "  It'.->  all  your 
l':incy;  you  unist  have  mi>und('rstood."      But  even  as 
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>hc  said  it  tlu'V  e\fh;iiii^r(l  a  look  which  jji-ovcw'  that 
neither  of  them  believe<l  any  sucli  thing. 

■'AlkI  so  she  has  never  said  any  tiling'  to  you  which 
niight  give  us  a  siile  light?"  he  asked,  iiut  without  hope. 

"Xo."  she  answered,  ""  nothing.      I  don't  understand 
ii  any  lietter  than  you  do." 

As  >1k'  drove  away  in  her  taxi.  Lady  Ilylliary  pon- 
dered upon  the  extraordinary  situation  in  which  she 
i'ouiid  iier  sister.  Tliat  Adele  Iiad  grown  more  and 
more  ^elfish  anti  -.hallow  .-(he  knew;  tliat  sue  n'.ighl 
have  a  plausible  ox'pianatioii  for  the  presence  of  that 
man  in  her  private  apartments  wa^  pos^iMe;  that 
she  should  lie  was  not  strange;  every  one  lies;  f)ut. 
that  it  shoulil  have  Iteen  dour  in  i]\is  connection  was 
>us[)iciou>,  and  that  >lu'  shoulti  not  care  ahout  the 
return  of  her  dai:glit(-r  was  monstrous.  Still,  puny 
natures  of  that  --ort  are  often  incapahle  of  the  nl()-^t 
elfmeniary  fc^■!iIl,^^.  I-ady  Hylliar}'  jiuy/.Ied  over  it 
greatly,  and  always,  despite  herself,  came  hack  to  the 
retreating  figure  of  the  man  who  had  hidden  him<elf 
in  her  <!ster'^  rootn.  O^it  this  she  knitted  her  hrows 
furiously.  As  she  approached  the  Colony  Clu!),  where 
she  was  to  lunch,  she  roused  herself  and  drew  a  long 
breath. 
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'■()!i,  these  home  troi/trn.'"'  .she  sai.l  tij  Iirrsclf  ciiig- 
niaticMlly.     And    then    cDinpo^iii^i    ''^t    f;i<-'f    into  ht-r 
■■[jlatfonii  siiiilo."  a-,  >,lie  culled  it,  .ihe  alighted   and 
entered  the  buililiiig. 


It  was  alxnit  nine  d'elock  that  e\ening-  when  (lii- 
ehester.  haxin;::  dined  at  the  ehil>  with  a  f^roup  of  nicn 
whose  millions  ajztrregated  at  l(>ast  a  hundredth  of 
the  wealth  of  the  eoiintry,  wa^  walkin^^  hmia-.  Il 
had  heen  raininL'  earlier,  and  he  walked  hriski;,  in  the 
fn'-h  coolness.  Just  as  he  rounded  a  corner,  a  woman, 
walking  rapidly  in  (ht>  o})posite  dirt-etion.  brushed  t)y 
him  without  appi-aritm  to  see  him;  hut,  owin;j;  t  >  Ikt 
thick  veil  and  (he  darkness,  she  passed  so  close  to  liim 
tliat  siie  almost  r.m  into  him,  and  a  wliilT  of  the  pi  r- 
I'nme  which  she  wore  caused  him  to  draw  uj)  ;iLriij)tly. 
Surely  —  his  wife's  perfume!  It  was  a  peculiar  scent, 
'iiie  which  she  h;id  made  up  for  her  own  exclusive  use. 
Ill-  turned  and  hxjkcd  at  the  woman  sharjily.  She 
was  not  hah  a  lilock  away  and  walking  hurriedly  up- 
town; 1)111  Ihcrc  was  no  mistaking  her  shapely  figure, 
it  wa>  A(hlr!  She  was  clad  iti  a  dark,  tailor  gown 
and  wore  a  small  hat.  Good  Heaven-,  what  did  it 
mean!     Mechanically  he  l)egan  to  follow  her,  keeping 
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al.oul  fit'ly  paces  behind,  hi,s  bruin  Irving;  confused! v 
to  ^ij.^j  liio  Mtiuilion.  llis  wiff.  alone  and  on  fo(jt 
at  Uiis  i;our.  hurrying  ah)ng  fugitively  with  every 
iiidicaiiori  of  s,vrc<y.  WiuTe  could  slit-  be  Poin"''' 
ami  for  what  jjiii-jiose? 

\()  .snnster  suspicion  of  tier  honour  and  his  ero>.>;'d 
hi>  mind,  for  in  the  many  year>  of  their  married  lin. 
no  breath  of  eriliei.^m.  far  less  scandal,  had  fallen  up,;ri 
lier.     Trnr,   Ihey   had  grown   somewhat    ai)art   lately. 
His  inerca.iiig  bu>iness  responsibilities  had  more  and 
more  ab^onx'd  him,  and  much  of  his  spare  time  was 
<ievot.>d    t<.   those   organizations,   polilical   and   chari- 
table,  in   whieii   h.>   held  ..ffieial   positions.      He  cared 
little  for  the  ordinary  n.utine  social  life,  whieli  was  Ikt 
prineip.d    interest,    but    they    frequently    went    about 
togeth(>r  as  a  matter  of  form.      .Vs  they  grew  older  it 
vwis  but   natural  that   their  interest   si.  )ul(l  diverge  to 
some  extent;  but  while  their  relations  even  in  i)rivate 
hie  were  somewhat  formal,  she  had   never  given  him 
the  -li-htrst  cans,-  for  jealousy,  and  although  she  was 
siii!  >oung  and  iiandsonie  in  appearance  she  had  never 
indulged    iu    Ml,,   eolleetion    of   young    male    proteges, 
which  Is  not   uneouuuon  in  such  iiouseliojds  as  theirs. 
r..'side  all  of  whieh,  John  Chichester  had  long  ago  de- 
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ruled  what  hv  would  \vis!i  l!i>  w  ifr\  clniruc-tcr  to  be. 
;iii(l  had  ^ul)so<iiieiitly  iri>i--tcd  to  liiiiisflf  tliai  it  ua-. 
such  -  a  lial)it  lie  !iad  with  both  thiiit^s  and  j^'oplc. 
ai\d  which  standard  he  riiaiiilaimd  until  the  hist 
>;us]),  \\!ii'thcr  il  filti'd  thciii  or  iiol.  If,  as  not  iiifri'- 
i|U!'iilly  ha|ij>i'ncd,  tii('\'  faihd  to  meet  this  >laiiihird 
-II  ('oiisj)iruoiis!y  I  hat  lie  was  iiiialih-  to  deceive  hini- 
-rlf  as  to  the  facts,  lie  always  look  i|  as  a  fall  from 
i:race  r.ilhcr  than  a>  a  revelation  of  actual  character. 

{ 'oiise([nciitly,  as  he  liurri<'il  aloni;  walchiiiu'  the 
woman  liefoi-c  hini,  he  felt  no  \ery  clearly  defined 
(■motion  Iieyond  a  considerable  >ur])rise,  and  a  \a,uiK' 
notion  that  il  was  all  wronn,  and  that  he  must  con1ri\c 
!o  ^ee  the  end  of  it.  The  thonu'ht  came  to  him  that 
ill'  hail  belter  merlake  and  (iueslioi\  her;  or  should 
he  turn  back,  t  rust  inn  comjyletely  that  sh(>  would  volun- 
teer somcthinu'  by  way  of  explanation  on  the  morrow? 
Unt  the  memory  of  her  slrain;(>  behaxiour  regarding 
Barbara  seemed  to  wiyx-  out  this  possibility  at  otico, 
anil  he  continued  to  follow  . 

The  street-  were  {)ractieally  dcscr*  I  at  this  hour, 
lor  the  thealcis  were  not  yet  out.  and  he  had  no  difli- 
eully  kei-piuL:  her  in  -i;4'ii.  IVesenMy  the  Mack,  mys- 
terious mass   of  Cenlr.d    I'ark   loomed   ahead,    and   in 

[  1:5.5] 


IN     SKARCIl     OK     AIHaDV 

anolluT  nioinciit  -lit-  was  cntsMii-;  tlii'  arc-lit  I'liiza 
touani  it.  I)a/.<'il  with  astoiii^liiiirnt.  lie  <li(i  likewise, 
and  Mxiii  I'duihI  liimself  uiiuliiiK  a"  iiitricutr  way 
throtiKli  till"  <larkiH-^s  cast  i)y  llie  uverhunging  trees 
at  the  driveway  entrance. 

'I'liriiiii::'  ^liarply  to  the  left  at  a  litllc  distance  from 
the  spot  where  .>hc  had  ciilercd  the  jjark.  she  chosi'  a 
jiatli  leading  to  the  small  lake,  and  he  had  to  quicken 
]ii>  pace  in  order  to  keep  her  in  sight.  Tlie  row  of 
henche-^  near  the  -ale  had  heeii  well  occupied  l)y  lovers 
and  id!er>.  Imt  here  the  seats  were  more  scattered,  with 
wide  dark  spaces  l>etwe<'n  tlu'in.  Adeli-  kept  straight 
on  willi  the  occupied  air  of  one  who  has  a  prearranged 
destination,  glancing  neither  left  nor  right  in  spite 
of  the  darkness  and  comparative  desolation  of  the 
place.  Where  was  she  hound  for?  Then  came  an 
awful  thought.  The  lake!  (utod  God!  she  could  not 
mean  that!  Xo,  no!  With  the  fear  clutching  at  his 
Ix-ar!  that  she  had  lost  her  reason  and  was  ahout  to 
deslioy  herself,  he  Iiroke  into  a  run  in  order  to  over- 
lake  her;  hut  at  that  moment  she  disa])iH>nred  round  a 
second  corner. 

When  he  ariiv(Ml  at  tlie  spot  where  she  liad  vanished 
he  could    at    first    see   nothintr.      Slowlv,   however,   as 

I  I'M  ! 


A    I'ossi  i{i,i: 


( ANDAL 


i 


his  eyes  l)c(;iriH'  uccu^toincil  io  tlic  intense  gloom, 
ho  saw  her  slamlin^^  on  tin-  ojjpo^ilc  siiJo  of  the  wide 
quiiilr;inj,'lc  on  which  the  piith  (h'lxiuched.  She  was 
in  earii''->l  coiucr-^ation  with  a  man  whose  apj^caram-c 
lie  C'oniil  scarc<'1y  determine,  -^o  dccfi  wa>  the  shadow 
in  which  I  hey  slood.  ICvcn  at  the  sliort  distance  which 
separated  them  from  ("liichester  he  was  unalile  to 
ealch  mure  than  the  murmur  of  their  voices,  they  ,>])()ke 
in  sneh  low  ones.  He  -tooil  and  watched.  After  a 
monient  his  wife  seated  lierself  on  the  only  hench  tlie 
pi. ice  alTorded  and  the  man  followed  suit.  Once  she 
put  her  hand  to  lu>r  hreast  for  an  instant,  hut  otherwi.se 
-at  motionless,  apj^arently  deeply  interested  in  the 
conversation. 

His  first  impulse  was  to  sjjeak  to  them,  hut  on 
-eeond  thought  he  turned  away  with  a  queer  catch 
in  his  throat. 


It  was  an  hour  later  that  Chichester  tapped  lightly 
'^'1  t!ie  door  of  his  wife's  room.  He  had  only  just 
relumed  from  a  long  aimless  ranihle  during  which  he 
had  decided  to  sec  Adele  that  night,  and  give  her  the 
opportunity  for  a  voluntary  explanation.  With  this 
I  m  \  iew  he  had  slip])ed  Into  a  lounging  etxtt,  and 
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lighliii;^  uc'i-ar  ufiil  I..  Iicr  rooms.     .Slic  aiisu-cied  his 
knock  alino.-,t  iinniedialcly. 

"NMiy,  Jai4.,"  >lic  -,,iiil  In  jjlcascd 


siii-j)ris<>,  as  soon 


a>  she  saw  liiiii. 


omc 


pl 


in:      I  Ins  IS  an  uncxpeclt-il 


('a>nr<' 


■>li<-  \va>  clad  in  a  loo^c  \\ Tai)j)cr  of  jialc-colonrcd  silk 


ind   litT  hair  was  in  <lisonlcr.      She  Inckrd 


strands   willi   sell' 
unist  l)c  so  carcl'iil. 


np  a  lew 


•<'ons(ious    liuycrs.     Al    her 


aijc  uiio 


I  tiioii.L,'Iil    I'd  run  in  f 


or  a  iniinicnt  (o  sav  "licih 


aid  nc  w 


il  li  an  assnniplion  of  jocidarilv. 


Mrs.  ("hic'licstcr  looked  alxnit   j 


itT  nervously  as  slio 


palled  a  eushion  Into  diape  and  j)la((>d  it 


Ml  an  casv- 


c'liair.      What   was  si: 


e  searching  for?  he  wondered. 


"Sit  down,  dear."   sh.'  said  smiling;  "'did  you  W 
at  the  cluh?" 


me 


t-'s.   it    was  a  coiniuilfee  liinncr.      What  did 


\ou 


(JU 


•j'» 


Uf  watched  her  narrowly  as  ho  .said  it,  and  his  heart 
failed  him  as  he  nolice<l  that  she  changed  colour. 


'>r    one*-.    I    slaved    ;il 


nom- 


she    replied 


wa.s  (h'lermined    |<>   rest.   f,,r    1    ain   all    tire<l 
worrying  ahoul   Barbara,   and   trviim  to  k( 


out   will 


•ej)  up  out- 


ride   api.earances    so    that    no   one    rill    suspect    that 


V.iH 


A    i'ossihm:   s(  andai, 

.iii\  lliiiif,'  i-^  iuiii'^'^.  Su  I  just  l;iy  (|iiit'lly  on  the  sofu 
;ili(l  read 

"I'lmt  was  scnsiMf,"  said  li<'  |)I<'asaiitIy;  l)iit  he 
was  iicil  com  inci'tl.  Her  account  of  liou  slic  \\;\.\ 
s[iciit  llic  cvcniiifj;,  in  tlic  face  of  wliat  lie  liad  just  -.ccn. 
\\;i-  farcical.  ^'ct  was  she  really  lying?  He  |)ci'rcii 
ifilo  till-  licfirooiii  to  see  if  any  incriniinatint;  c\i<lci\cc 
in  llic  way  i)f  outdoor  garments  Wiis  al)out.  'liicrc 
was  iiolliing.  Was  it  possible  that  site  s{)ol<f  tii(>  t rut  li? 
Mayl>c:  I)ut  no,  lie  could  not  so  easily  (ioul)t  his  own 
senses.  Surely  it  wa.s  .she  herself  whom  he  had  fol- 
iowod !  1 1  was  liki'  a  nightmare.  He  was  .sun; 
-he  w.i->  lying  —  and  yet 

"(iood  niglit!"  he  said  shortly,  interrupting  her 
ill  llic  middle  of  a  sentence,  and  rising  to  go. 

'"Oil,  Jack!"  she  said  i)laintively,  drawing  down  the 
corners  of  her  mouth  in  that  tremulous,  pathetic  way 
>!ic  had.     "Oh,  Jack,  don't  go!     I  so  seldom  have  you 


to  m\-^( 


If 


lie   li  lolxci 


% 


1  at  her  unsteadily  for  a  moment,  and  then 
hardened  his  heart  and  turning  lu'avily  away,  went 
out,  dosing  the  door  .softly. 


]fM) 


J 


Mil 


,i\TRonrrF>   \  ma(.ic  sign 


IN  Till':  lir-^l  llii>li  (,f  tli.it  .l.iynii  wliicli  (\r\\  lia.l 
overslept  .iiul  liad  auaki  nc,|  (,,  (ind  I.dHi  uouc, 
lli.-.  J.ady  of  the  Wood  and  I'irhi  ojiciicd  lirr  t-vcs. 
.■ih.-l  with  tlic  vigour  ol"  her  licalt  lifid  year-.  an.>c  at 
unci-  ai.'  took  !  -r  way  down  tlic  Miii-sj)attcTi'd  path 
and  across  (he  dusfy  while  road  lo  ulirn;  tlic  river 
ran,  cool  and  -t'C'ludcd,  he!  wi'cii  thick  ranks  of  willows. 
A  pair  of  yellow  birds  were  there  before  her.  spladi- 
ui^i  and  ehirrnpin!,'  noisily  in  tlie  sandy  sliallous, 
>''oldini,%  spluttering:,  and  rnakinu  a  most  tremendous 
luss  ab..  it  Ih. -r  mornin.  !  ath.  'I'hey  did  nt)l  leave 
at  her  approach,  nor  did  the  little  eliipnuink  which 
foraged  for  his  breakfast  alon-,'  (he  bank  desisi  from 
his  (.ecupation,  but  after  a  single  glance  at  her  from 
his  round.  bri;,'!it  <\ves.  went  on  busily,  coi.fident  and 
unconcerned  by  (he  presence  of  one  as  native  there 
as   himself.     A    kingbinl    winged    his   way    noi.-ily    tu 

M  K)  I 


I\riM>  DICKS     A      M\(.l(       >I(,.\ 


a   liramli  almxc  Iht    Iic.kI,    ^ii-min;^    to   clioosc   nnc    in 
Imt    |i|-(>\iiiiil y    uith    inli-nt        Inr   ,i    nioiin'iit    -.1 


!<■   ;iri- 


swiTcu    Ills    tliri);it\    (■ 


Mini     II, t  I 


1.    s|i|,|iiii;^    iiir    Iii-r 

;{;irniriit>,  ilnipprd  inlo  the  ,{i;\,.  (lo.ir  u,iI.t>  uf  ih,- 
sfrcaiii 

'l"lic  world  was  wrap|i<"l  in  a  d.-w  sjiaiiLiIrd  roIi*- 
■  pf  j^dssainrr,  a  lliin  clusixc  (IraptTV.  like  the  jf>\r|- 
Iiravy  ^ariiinii  <>!'  skuic  aiiricnt  |,,iu(css.  Ilcrf  in 
tlu'  valley  lliicki-r  ^lircds  of  (Ii-.'cy  cloiiii  liiMi;^  a'pii\»- 
tlic  river,  np  were  drixcn  tlirou;^!!  the  trees  hy  iji,' 
jL,'r<>uiiig  sniisliiiic,  ,,\',.r  stuM.Jc  and  sa^'e.  up,  up. 
tliron<,'!i  the  |)ines  and  sprn'c^,  until  at  Jen-tli  they 
joined  their  ])iiik  si^trps  .iliovc  the  mountain  tops, 
dreen  rivei' things,  :,r,-,, win;;  at  the  v  a!er  s  ed-e,  swept 
llieir  slnidcr  fiimers  tliroii;,'h  the  einr(Mit  as  she  i)assed, 
swiinniin;,'  slowly  on  hir  sid<',  a  .:^leain  of  op.d  white 
l)«'l(>\v  the  crystal  surf.iee.  Where  a  cohinihine  over- 
Inmir  the  stream  a  liny  dineer  in  red  and  y 
die  pansrd  |,,  p!ue!.  it  with  her  wet.  pink  hand,  startlit 
a  fit-Id  mouse  as  >'  ,■  did  so,  [|  ran  a  yard  1>  lek  anionix 
the  pra.sses.  and  then,  tiirnint:.  stood  still  to  w.ateh 
her  with  emotionless  Mack  e\es. 


<>llow    - 


n^ 


("onie  <'loser.  ()  timid  heart!"  she  said  in  I 


icr  .sweet 


guttural 
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Hut  the  iiii.ii-r  sIoimI  -liil,  licr  lillli'  \n,A\  palpii.-iliii:; 
wildly. 

"\\h;lt  ili)>t  thou  tc;i|-.  ()  -i-,l(r?'"  ^\>r  ;i>kt'il  V't\ 
softly:  :uu\   made  an  o>l.|   liltl(     xiiiinl   in    \u-r  ihfial. 

'I'Ik-  tiiousc  m-('\v  rii^i.l  at  llic  licariti^  of  il.  ami  llicu 
sci'iinui:  to  take  (•ouraL:c  aiKaiirnl  a  lilllc  ua'.-.  I^ul 
its  rcsoliitioti  was  >liorl  li\ril.  and  i!  soon  lialttMl. 
She  lani:!n'd. 

"(id.  tlicn:'"  she  said.  ""  l'rrli;ij)>  t  hou  nasi  a  fa  mil  \ 
of  siiiall  <lc|)(Mid<'nl  s  awailinu  llicc." 

As     thouirli    ol'cyiriL;     a     loiiji'ddor    'oniniand.     (iii 
itionsc    turned    and    disai>ii<'ircd    ann'iL;    the    m-owiii" 
tiiin.i;s  irislidrc:  and    l.olli.   |n<kirm   the  llowcr  into  \uv 
I'.air.  -lipped  hacK'   into  th,'  water, 

'riicrc  u(>rc  trout  in  the  river,  dim.  speekl(Ni  drops 
oi  <|ii.cksil\  (■;■;  iii;i  tliry  uc!i!  not  one  uidt  llie  fa  ter 
for  lier  pasdim,  \\]f\\  sh-  re.aelied  ker  mo-..y  laiidiui,' 
]/laee.  she  dresseil  lei-;  rely,  ua/ili.L:  down  'lie  awakening 
\-allcy  uiili  i'\.'-  tlial  seen<ed  In  -,•(■  tar  l>e\.md  iU 
ini-l  liiddi'ii  limi'-.  ihose  L'reat  goldpu-irisod  oye.s  of 
lier-,  wide  ami  ••\pr<-si\  ,•  like  a  leopard's  or  some 
"fl'er  unt  lined  freatare"-.  Myslerious  at  all  limes. 
'Alien  -lie  Io(.ked  out  from  und-r  lialf  cIom  d.  liea\i!\- 
fringed    lids    tlie\-    l„i,Mn"   dark.    -Icmdni:   poc^ls    tlnii 

I  UJ  1 


<  '^ 


\\  hen  siic  nuu-lhul  her  iui).;s//  /(nn/ini/  place,  .she 
tirc.ssi'd  Insure///" 


i.\  1  ilODLCKS     A     MACilC     SIGN 

nuiio  might  l':ilhuin  a^iiiu-.t  htr  will;  and  ;i-,  she  now 
sat  twistinj.;  iior  heavy  hair  into  its  accustomed  plaits 
they  wore  mystic  with  dnaming. 

Tiic  >i)rii;i;'  t)t'  tiic  ycir  had  uol  into  her  veins,  aihl 
SKsheilwell  on  sweet,  hait'-i'onnulaled  vision>  in  wliieli 
she  ;;iid  ;uiotlier  jMTsoiiality  met  and  were  one.  'riii--- 
eiiiilii^ed  periods  <ii'  vai;ne  ecstasy  wer(>  intermiii;^l«(l 
wilh  reminiscenee-  of  the  tail,  youni.^  chair  vendor; 
ol'  the  lon^.  hot  ro.id-  Iraverx'd  in  silent  comradeship, 
of  the  scented  1  w  ili^iit ■-  will)  him  at  her  feel.  listeniiiLi 
wliile  sli,.  -iiMii,  ;is  oil  the  pre\"ions  nij;lit.  .V  ele;ir 
picture  of  >o:iie  trivial  incident  would  present  itself 
to  her  mind,  a  suift  vision,  flee!  in  passi.i^,  |iut  vivid, 
definite:  say  of  the  two  standint,'  t)eside  some  farmhouse 
door,  or  some  such  iiioiniMit  of  the  jiast  day's  trading. 
Then,  without  her  will,  it  uas  ohliterated,  and  she 
sank  aiiain  into  that  sweet  iiiaze  of  her  intan;,;iMe 
ad\  (lit  ures,  that  dear,  languorous  dream  wherein  she 
lei  herself  !)(>  enfolded  hy  the  lender  eyo  of  th;il 
mysterious  one  with  whom  she  dwelt  tln-ri'.  ilis 
al!-onvclo])imr,  (>histic  form  closed  aliout  her,  fllliti!; 
e\ery  pore  \vith  a  loui^ed-for  rt-st.  She  drank  in  the 
lo\e  that  emanated  from  him,  as  {he  breath  of  life. 
'liie  free  wind  blew  across  her  forehead,  and  it  .seemed 
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t.^  Iht  .i.  Ih,.  in.K-ii  ..f  hi.  lij,,.     The  ycarnin-   which 
weiglir.l    Mju.u    Urv   h.Mii    at    all    tinuN  -  that    uhidi 

nia^lf   Urv   \n\r   |hc   liiol  luT-IIluUsr.    ihr   l,ini>,    |  j,,.   (rcos. 

' ■•  ""   ""luii-  .Mill  an   imiiijiiny  ■<(i  iiitciix'K- 

was  lur  111,  nmui.Mil  MM,ilir.j  ,,f  il.  j.itlrr  -,ucct 
aiiKiii^h  aii.i  tnvucA  t.,  a  M.rl  of  vnulvn\nwvA  uhci. 
Iii>  imaginary  anii>  incinlcj  h,.,-.  \\.i  (his  H.-i,,- 
uii(.  I:,Min!r.i  h,.,-  .Irrain..  ^Kvpin-  ,,r  uakin-.  ua>  very 
ii'U.-n.ilt.'iy  .SCX...I.  arul  t|,..  ,.ni,,ti,,n  uImVI,  ,.ailr,i  hi,,, 
liitui-.\i.t.'ii(v..ii!y  jKirlially  rc,,,-iii/c<|  l.y  the  .hvaiiicr. 
Ol'latr.  h,.urv,T.  it  i,,,i.t  I),.  .•oiilV^M-,]  that  thi.  .Jr-ain 
'■'""['•'"'""  li'"l  '■''^'■ti  -VI  ..i„.  .irfiriil,.  f.'aiurr;  his 
hrad  was  ciowiicl  hy  a  inass  ,.f  navy.  v^Ty  dark  red 
!iair;  a  h<-a,i  which  had  -r.,wri  familiar  t.,  c.auii.).. 
vi^i(>ll  diiriii:,'  thf  last  jVw  days. 

l-lli's  .Ircanis  wrr.'  nf  rr,, lilies,  of  l.rauty  iiiraniato. 
>"'tli«T  than  l...a,ily  al..lra(l..d.  T,.  her.  spirit  aii.i 
I'ody  ^^rrr  s,,  intrrwuv,.,!  tliat  the  -„„d  of  tin-  nrie  was 
th-  i:-..<mI  of  the  o!h,r.  Things  that  urn-  a  part  of 
iial  UP-  were  a  part  of  h.TscJf.  and  a^  such  t„  \:v  n- 
spL'c.ed.  That  which  was  I.eautiful  ua.  good;  that 
which  was  called  evil.  sinii)iy  a  sort  of  ,!>afr  ,f  the 
M)ul:  a  wiistc  inatl.r  that  in  the  end  uoiild  h.elp  to 
fertilize    n.-w    I.eauty.      What    was    tangil.le    .poke   so 


IX'IRODCCI-: 


A    M\(;i( 


i( ;  N 


plainly   to  her  of  (lie  intiuinil, 


■^uggesfidii    ulii>[icn' 


and   uhal 


was   lucn 


-Kiiiclliin''    so    vitalh- 


that    licr  lir.ncn   .■iinl  i-.irl! 


real 


1    Wen-  clusc   at    li 


UK 


('\('r 


lliri''   I(i\;t 


loval.lr  >]„.  ^ravc  fnvly  ,,f  IktscII'.  ami  I 


(T 


<-.iI)aci!y    for   loxin:,'   \va 
•f  the  wood  and  field  ] 


s    vvrv 


:rfat 


\\f   (Ti'alurc 


knew  it,  and  pt  rliap-  it  \va>  tli 


Is 


very  magnelic  t'ssciicr  of  luT.-,.!f  whicli 
a  curious  jxinnct  o\(t  tlictn.      It  w; 


avi'  ficr  such 


;s,  \\iu>n  so  exe 


rted. 


a  sort  of  rrvcr.r  (.f  th-  fascination  of  a  snake. 

Fully  a  lialfdiour  jki-^mmI  in  idleness  I.eforc  she  arose 


to  rclurn  U 


MMnethin;:  Iviiu 


in  tlic 


seeuiiT  1 


t.  sh 


1  to  camp       Wiien  she  did  so  at  last  hsT  skirl 
caught  upon  a  hrainhle  I,y  the  road^de  and  in  I.endin- 
t'>  free  it  she  caught  sight  of 
(lust:  only  a  green  1. ranch  it   was.  hut, 
stood    faseinatcd   and   nnahle   to   turn   away.      A   pat- 
Irm,!     Thi.  was  what  .he  had  l.ecMi  I.v.king  for  these 
many    and    many    day>    past!      \-ani.!,ed    !  he    mystie 
'Iream-man;   vanished   all    thought    of  the   re.l-heade.l 
vcn.lur  of  ehair>;   all   tl.ou-ht    of   those   things    which 
filled   her  u.ual  <lay.      Some  voiee  in  the  green   thing 
lying  bruised  in  the  dust  se^-mcl  calling  her.  and   in 
licr  heart  awoke  the  cry,  "F  .un  coming.-      [t  was  a; 
though  the  sprig  of  sprn.v.  newly  broken,  an.l  to  all  hut 
initiate,)  eyes  mrrely  a  mutilated   fhlni:   thrown    down 
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Iiy  soiiif  vvaiildii  harui,  \\;i^  a  myal  ^ccptrr  iinperi<nisly 
j.ointiii:;  tin-  way  aKmg  which  she  imi^t  travel  wlicllicr 
^\n-  wiiuM  i>r  not;  or.  like  a  fairy  wand,  ciulowiiiij  a 
(.•oriunoii  hiji'hway  with  pniLiiiaiil  pos-iliilitif-.  Wliat 
had  hecii  a  \rry  -.unicl<'iit!y  |)lcasaiit  nmlc  for  llir 
days  jiiiiriH-y  hrcaiu"  the  Hoad  of  l'roiiii-;<'.  'V\\<- 
^Yi•^■\^  ^j>riu  .va^  'iit-  nio^aaf  of  '-'.^I'^y  t'lood  to  ;zy])^y 
liloud  an  i^rl•^i-,t  ilik'  inagiicl  the  world  o\<t,  v.hclliir 
it  '•Diiif  from  kinsman  or  straimrr. 

\\illia  hiticrry  >h>' sjirani;  up  from  her  inspection 
of  it  and  ran  to  llic  camp,  her  one  and  only  ihou.^hl 
heiny  to  .start  auay  to  where  the  cara\-ans  were  crav.l- 
in)_'  over  the  liill^.  The  idea  otiiileraled  e\'ery  otlii'r; 
she  had  no  thon;ht  of  ('ceil;  no  thouiilit  of  fo<)de\'en; 
nothing  hut  tliat  she  must  uo.  and  at  once!  Her 
pre|)arations  for  doinj^  so  took  little  time,  ^^ome 
thin.e>  which  lielon.ued  to  her  fell:>\v  traveller  -he  piri 
to  one  side  with,  a  ue^ture  of  im])atience,  tluMr  >ignifi- 
caii'-e.  as  indicating  tiiat  <!ie  was  not  alone,  not  poach- 
ing her  ])reoccu[)ied  hrain.  She  simply  did  not  lake 
hi:n  into  eonsid(Tatif)ii  a!  all,  far  le-^  [)aiiso  to  leave  a 
message  for  him.  The  <'all  of  Ikt  peojjlc  was  in  her 
conscionsncss  ami  >h(>  lie.ird  no  other. 

llt-T  strong,  supple  lingers  soon  iinisheJ  their  tasks, 
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and  rapidly  harnessing  the  little  pony  she  backed  him 
into  the  road  and  springing  into  her  scat  set  off  at  a 
smart  pace. 

If  niurniii^r  u;is  now  bright  and  do  ir  with  a  proiu- 


'11 


•r  heal  lalrr  on.  and  a.s  siv  d 


roN'C 


..(•111  kt 


■Pt 


a  close 


oiitlowk  for  further  sign.sof  the  Roinaiucs  ahead.  For 
several  mile-,  the  sand}-  trail  ran  uiiiiilermpledly. 
and  so  tliere  was  no  tok<'ii  to  be  >een;  l)iit  at  the 
cro.ssing  of  the  two  stale  roads  she  looked  ea-vrly 
about,  and  there  it  lay,  a  liny  emblem  pointing  straight 
ahead.  On  she  travelled  through  hamlet  and  vill; 
here   threadinL:  between  a  d 


i;:e 


ozeii   or   so   houses 


about 

a  general  store,  tfiere  passing  a  little  <oinnuniity  of 
buildings  ch!-.tered  under  the  wing  of  a  barren,  sweet- 
smelling  creamery,  built  of  new  pine  and  standing 
bleak  and  guiltless  of  paint  beside  some  old  waterv  ly. 
Then  the  country  gnnv  more  lonely,  and  as  the  sun 
rose  higher  litl!t>  i)ufrs  of  while  dust  were  flung  in  her 
face  from  the  pony's  hoofs.  .\f  every  cross-road  she 
found  the  naff,  riu.  and  ever  it  jioinled  west  over  the 
lesser  roads.  For  a  while  this  puzzled  her,  for  the 
coimtry  around  was  rough  and  deserted  and  there  wa.s 
little  to  attract  people  whose  living  depended,  osten- 
sibly  at  least,   upon  fortune-telling  and    the   sale  of 
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small  \van->.  'I'lion  an  oxplaiiaf i.ui  ..ccurrfd  t„  Irt: 
It  must  be  ft  largo  otK'aini)mciit  shiairi-  quartL'is.  That 
\vas  ii:  For  (,f  course  a  goodly  uuinlnv  of  pcupK- 
\^illl  llieir  licavy  paraplifrnalia  u,.ul.i  dioosr  a  l.ss 
'''•"■'IU.tiUmI  n.ad,  so  as  to  travl  r,.orc- rapidly  and  ir>s 
'•oiispicnonsly. 

A  small   whitt'  farmlioiis,.    .s(,,od    at'  tin-  crest    of  a 
long  sandy  hill  up  which  the  little  ,,ony  uas  hraveiy 
Plo-iding  at  mid-morniu-.     The  mui  was  .hiring  d,.u  „ 
in  merciless  power  now,  and  the  squat,  uncompromis- 
ing  honie>lead,   set    there   n.iles   from    any   neighluMir 
'•""i    ntidee(.rate<l    l)y    (he   i)r,,xii„ity   of   a    single    tree, 
vemed    like    a    monument    to    human    stuphlity    and 
""friendline...      Th,-    acnvigc    around    the    place    was 
nu'ky.    and    the   soil    ..utworn;    „rily    a    (rxv    scruM.y 
bushes    gn-w    about     the    do..ryar<l.    which     a    <h./,cn 
'iiichcns  IkuI  scratched  bare  of  .■verything  else.     'JMiere 
was  an  air  of  general  thrift l.-.,ne>s  and  neglect  about 
it  that  was  almost  too  ugly  to  be  i)athetic.     As  I.ollj 
<am,>  abreast  of  the.  hr,UM>,  the  pony  gaining  the  cre.f 
"*■  *''<•  fiill  by  a  gallant   pull,  she  .aw  an  old  won.an 
who.  late  as  the  hour  was,  had  just  f.egun  nndking  her 
t'ow.  a  sleek  Jersey,  ajjparently  the  or.ly  pros,,erous 
creature   on    the   premise..     The   sight    „f   the   white 
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milk  foaiuitig  into  the  pail  reminde-l  Lolli  t!.;iL  slie 
u-as  hungry  and  thirsty,  havin^^  eaten  notliing  sint  e 
the  evening  hefuro.  So  stopping  tin  tired  ; 
wa>  gl.id  enoiigli  tjf  tfie  rest,  she  leaned 
gave  the  old  woman  greeting. 

"(lood    morning,    mother,"    >he    ^aid. 
gi\<-  nie  a  snj)  of  tiiat  good  milk?" 


)oin  ,  w  ho 


lofUiird  ;ini 


W 


\(iM 


'I  he   woman   looked   up  al    llie  >oiind   of  ;i   Iniman 
n   unfamiliar  thing  to  her,  poor,   londy  soul! 


\oice,   a 


lint 


leu  she  saw  the  girl  who  had  spokf-n,  her  ex- 
pression   changed    from    pleasure    to    extreme    anuer. 


ller  old  eyes  hlazed  with 


1  wrath,  and  she  s 


lood 


most 


ereet  as  she  fairly  screamed : 

"(iyi).sy !     ^'ou  gypsy  girl!     (.o  along,  git 


iwav  from 


mv  h()U>v 


( 


u),  L'o: 


am  \('rv  Imn^'rv 


"Hut   mother."  pleaded   LoUi.   "I 
and  it  is  fir  to  the  town." 

"What's  thel   tcr  me!"  shrieked  the  woman. 


Don't 


good  riddance,  too,  if  a  g>-psy  wu/  ter  starve 

/  starve  because  of  you,  you  thieves?     (Jit  along,  he 

off!" 


I)ut  listen 


"Listen,   indeed,   ter  a  tnurderin'  gypsy!     I   won't 
uuther!     Oh,   if   1  owser  wuz  only  llvin'   I'd  set    him 

(  U9  ] 
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on   ycr!     So   ycr'tl    >Ual    oven    my    cow's    milk,   tli? 
Git  out.  ycr  thief!" 

"I  ;im  no  thicl'!"  ciie<I  I^olli,  liuMiti'^'  out  Ikt  liaml 
Nvitli  somi-  (•uiii>  ill  II.     "Srr,  I  will  i);iy  yoi.." 

At   -lif^lit  of  tlic  iiioiH'V  till-  WMiii.in  iippcari'd  Sdiiu- 
\vli;it   mollified,   hikI    in    mIi'Iut   iitTiiiittcil    Uic  j,Mr!    Ic 
ilocciid  ami  ai)i)roa(li  lur.     Siic  <'\cii  tuok  iij)  one  ol 
the   pieces  of   -^ilviT  and  (AamiiKil   it. 

"Well,"  ■-Ik'  ri-iiiarkcd.  piitliii.u  il  hack  after  sa'is- 
fvin^'  herself  as  to  it^  ^cniiiiiiiiess.  "yer  kin  hev  tlT 
milk,  Ihoii^di  it's  hard  enoii^li  work  fer  me  ter  ^it  il 
fer  yer.  Lord  kno\v->,  with  th"  rumelicks  in  my  fin^'er>. 
An'  thiTc's  a  crust  of  pie  in  th'  kitchen,  loo.  IJiM 
ycr'll  cat  outside  —1  won't  hev  no  Myi)Me>  in  m\ 
house." 

■"N'ery  well,"  >ai<l  l.olli.  "and  I  will  milk  the  cow   if 
you  will  let  me,  --ince  it  i  ^  --o  hard  for  \  on  to  do." 

"No,   no,"   said   the   woman   hurriedly. 

••  But  why  not?"  asked  the  i^irl. 

■'\'er  might  hu  t   her."  said  the  woman  acridly. 

'•  Inrleed  I  will  not!"  ri-i)lied  Lolli.    "See,  she  stands 
(juite  still  for  nie,  and  I  know  how  very  well." 

She  .seated  herself  on   lhi>  stool  and  soon  finished 
milking,  the  cow  staniling  placidly  the  while,  and  the 
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uoiiiati  huvi-ring  iiliout  watcliin^  suspiciously,  for 
gyp       pr.ittiifs  \\\\i    livestock  an-  veil  known 

Hef  )rf  -.h  •  foucli  il  llic  frugal  rniMl  that  was  set 
for  111  r  up')n  a  Ion  hcricli  (Mitsi  !<■  the  kitdiiMi  door 
I.I  li  |iiriu'(l  out  tlic  pony  and  sfarclicd  Iut  slurcs  for 
-ii<li  provriiilcr  as  .she  had  left  to  siippi  luciit  li<r 
nui!  fare.  I' i-turuiiip^,  slif  found  \hv  oM  wotnuu  .seated 
nil  I'm'  diior  stop. 

"Do  you  live  hen-  all  .alone?"  as!  d  the  girl  as  she 
;ite. 

"  U'tuit's  thet  teryou?  '  asked  tiic  woman  cautiously. 
It\  noL  my  affair,  of  course."  she  replied,  "hut 
you  se(  m  to  have  ;io  (.i\e." 

"  I  aint  ji;ot  a  sold,"  -aid  the  old  voman  quaveringly, 
"an'  .ill  hecause  ev  -  —  here  she  checked  herself, 
glancing'  furtively  .at  I.K)lli. 

"It  miHt  he  terrihly  lonely  for  you."  said  the  girl 
l.ityi'i^My. 

"  Whiit  d'  i/>>ii  keer?"  demanded  the  woman. 

Lolli  sliook  her  head  slowly  and  swallowed  a  large 
liile  of  pie. 

"IIow  could  I  help  caring?"  she  asked  in  her 
simple  way. 

The    woman    was    .•>ur{)riscd    and    taken    sonu  what 
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"fT  Imt  -u.ir.l.  11,.,-  |,,n|.  |i,,|,.,  ,.r.,„|^,,|  ,„,,,.  ;,,  j^^ 
fa.lr.l  (Mlic.  .i,,->,  M-flur.l  In  tniui.l,.  lik,.  a>pr.l  as 
slu-  said  l)r()kcnly: 

"An"  voii  a  j_'y()sv  ' '" 

"Whyrlu  y.Mi  hale  t  lie  ^'y[)>iV>:- •' ask.'.l  I,,, Hi. 

Tlu-  un,nan->aiiMv.Tua.a.  .iii.pl..  a>  tl„-  ,,Mc.ti,m, 
f  licy  liMik  my  son,"  sh,.  .nd 

^^   *'()l.,  n..:"  *Ti...l  I.nlli.  a.  lliMMuh  -I,,.  Iia.l  I,,.,.,,  .(rurk. 
"They  Mircly  diihrt  -teal  yuiir  III  1 1,.  Imu?" 

■■.\'«>."   sai.l    her  husU-vs  .sli..rtly:    "Iw   unz   .ixl-rn; 
hr  went  lii>^clf." 

"OI,!"  I.„|li  l.n.ath,.,!  a  sit;|,  ..f  n-li.-f.  '•  |5ut  |„nv 
ran  you  lilatnt-  tlic  ,iiyi)>i,.>.  tli.-n.^" 

Thr  old  woman's  far.'  oprw  dark  will,  amr-r. 

"They  Ixnvilclicd  hi,,,  i„t,,r  ^.i,,-."  ,)„,  ^.,|,] 

"How  dri'a.lful'"  (>v,|aim.>d  l.olii;  -only  f  ,),, 
not  think  lh,>y  ,iid  anytliing  hut  prrsua.l.-  hin..  IFow 
lon^'  a^o  was  \l'f" 

^^  "Two  yoar.s  hist  month,"  replied  the  woman; 
"afore  his  fatluT  died." 

"Perhaps  he  wanlerl  to  go,"  su-gcstcd  Lolli. 

His  motli(>r  l>rid!"d. 

"He  ^^■u■,  hrou-hl  np  ThnMinn'"  she  exelaimed. 
"His  pawnz  a  deacon,   an'   we  hed  prairs  night  'n' 
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morniii  .  .m    iH'iintiiin'.  loi 


II. 


\\arirt  iK'VtT  allowc 


.1 


tor  i;o  oill  iiigliU,  iht  \()ci;ilc  with  IK)  li;ul  fniiip'iiy, 
ii(ir  <1<)  iintliin'  '(•(•!)(  ft  ar  (ind  "iT  iniinl  his  part  iits  an' 
f;il  lii->  clinro  doiic:  Ni>  ///-dciil,  he  ua'ii't  Iiroiiu'lit 
iij)  M)\  lii'M  liccii  likf'lv  "Icr  u.nit  any  >icli  lliinji;!" 

"^'oM  wcri'  {)nlty  strict  uilli  liim,"  (■(niiiiifrit«Ml 
L.,lli. 

"It  uiiz  lil^  /'(/',s  way,"  s.iid  lii>  iiiotlicr  with  a  little 
sigii.  "Siiinctimc-.  I  Litulcr  think  it  uii/  mclihc  ;i 
It'C'tle  hit  loncsonif  !(  r  "ini.  spite  o'  the  I'ancilul  hooks 
lie  used  ter  read,  an'  that  we  hadn't  oii^litiT  heeii 
i|ilite  so  kerl'iik" 

The  woinan'^  face  hxiked  very  small  and  old  as 
die  '-aid  it,  and  l,iilli"->  heart  \va>  wrung  with  jjity  for 
Uk;  i)uor,  herel't  crealure.  .Menially,  .she  hitterly 
cen.sured  the  son  wlio  had  deserted  his  niotlier  ihus; 
and  when  she  arose  to  take  iier  leave,  she  drew  a 
geiieriiu^  iiaiidful  of  euin^  from  the  little  leather  hag 
^Ile  c.rried  in  lieu  of  a  i)urse.  and  eiujjtied  them  into 
llif  w  i>n;;in'-.  I;;ii. 


T 


iere 


^ile 


aid,    "take    this    and    niv    thanks 


perhaps    hoth    will    help   you    a    little.      All    Romany 


folk 


s  are  n  >i  >o  w  k 


ked  a^  vou  tliink,  so  do  not  he  un- 


fair to  tiieui,  I  beg  of  you.     .Vnd    perhaps    your  son 
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will  rt'luni.     II 


•  •  1.-,  very  yuuns:  and    will    sucjii  wish  to 


cornc  Ijack  to  voii,  I  led 


II 

tlott 


■^urc 


<T   voi.f   was   viTV    <,'ciitK.   witli   tlic   ^ufl.   thrcafy 
•>   in   v^liich  slic  spoke  to  tlie  woo.llan.l  vn:i[ 


I  lie    ol.l    V  Dinati    l(i(>k((i    ii|)   at    I 
ruiiiiiiit?  (liuvii  licr  <l(<'j,-linc(i  clicck- 


UT.   -pfcchic 


lire 


tear> 


'(i()0(l-i)\X 


sai 


il  Lolli  clircrilv.      "  It  wilj 


;ili  Conn- 


out   ri;,'lit;  voii  s,.,.  if  it   (l,„.M,'t." 

Once    niorc    tlie    Inu^s    white    rKid:    throudi    all 


il.« 


infinite  \;iriefv  she  rode 


tl 


Tid  lei   lier 


fane 


y  play  with 


iires   of  love  aiu 


H>   posMl.ilitics    which    lay    h-fore   her;   peopling'   th 
wo(.d-   on   either   hand    with   advent 
mystery,  seeiiii;  the  secret  ^  of  [ 
to  the   synijihony  of   the   field 


;;!waNS  at  the  cross-roads  th 
token,   pointed   tii(>   \\a\ 


le  si  reams,  or  lisleniii:; 
■^  as  she   i)assed.      And 
f  spruce,  a  frai^r.Mil 
As   I  he  afternoon   wore  on 


e  spritr  o 


she   j)R'ssed    forward    more  eaircrly    tl 
the  little  grijr  to  ilo  his   he-t. 


lan  ever,   ur^iiii.; 


Mirely  she  must 


Mion 


catch  up  with  the  R 


omanijs!     (iradnallv  she  h 


all  att<tilion.  i)Uttin}:  away  dreanis  and 
peeriniT  e.nxionsly  ahead  to  catch  the  fir-t 
the  cara\ans  when  thev  shouli 


eeame 


!ne;<\s   and 


Kiim|)ses  of 


i  ajipear. 


At  a  little  liamlet  called  Jordan  a  crowd  of    school 


children,  nhite  clad  and  fesliv 

I  l.HI 


<•.  [joured  from  a  square 
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little  house  ni'  leiirniiii,'  where  ttireo  roads  met.     Tliey 


ueri>   rioisv   ;i'itl  exei 


iteil. 


and   tiv 


tl 


leir  (Iress  an 


d   tl 


u- 


pre 


sence  cf  some  score  of  mothers,  it  seemed  that  an 


iitertainment  Iiad  just  l)een  held.     The  children  ran 


OI 


it  into  the  road  in 


groups  J  list  ahead  of  the  pony 
progres 


and  quite  heedless  of  their 


liloeking  Lolli's 
(li'ngcr.  She  managed  to  pull  up  just  in  time  to 
a\-oid  doing  any  Iwirm,  and,  at  tlx'  rries  of  the  fright- 
ed   iiiuthers,    sev(Tal   of   th(    youngsters   looked   up 


I'D 


nKiuinnglv 


"01 

gypsy 


At  th 


died 


one 


littk 


nr 


1,  "there  is  another 


is  all  ot   ineiii  looked  round 


ind  some  o 


f  t! 


more     liniid     sous' 


ht 


slielter 


Ix'hind     their    molher> 


-kirt- 


gyp^y,  .mother    one 


thev 


erie(l 


and 


line  little  l)ov  put  oul  his  tongue  at  her  The  road 
was  so  erowded  and  trampled  aliout  that  she  eould 
not   see  the  ptilferin  that   would  tell  her  which  of  the 


iree  ri>;H) 


tak. 
d  I 


The  words  of  the  children 


a\e 


cr  ,1  flue,  and  leammr  l(iruar( 


f( 


<l  si 


le  as 


kcd: 


"  Wliicli  wav  did  ihey  f^o,   the  others?" 
F'lr   a    moment    no   one    said    aiivthin^ 


Tl 


ic   awe 


untiir.u    to    th"    occasion    o 


1, 


'IIU 


iddres>t-d    unpro- 


ft's.sionallv  h\  one    of     these  strange,   wanderintj  folk 


1. 
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lielfl  tlu'iii  (iumi).     Then  the  hoy  who  had  iii;.di    the 

face  at  her  pointed  to  the  west. 

"They  wint  thet  way."  he  saiil  in  an  unnatural  t 
"Thank   you  I"    -^aid   i.olh    jjleasantly.     "Will 

let  ine  pass  now.  please?" 

The  erowd  drew   hack  and  remained   hushed   unlll 

she  had  fjone  l)y.  and  then  broke  into  a  clan:our  oi 


.one 


VOll 


uiseussion. 


!' 


df-1 


or  a  lialt-tiour  longer  slu:  drove  on  and  then,  m  a 


little  dell  near  Jerieo.  si 


e  saw  soinethinj^  glimmer 


iin 


Turning    in    toward     it. 


white  between  the  trees, 
she  soon  discovered  it  to  be  the  canvas  of  a  tent,  an-j 
in  .inolher  moment  the  newly  made  camp  of  the  gy{)sies 
was  spread  before  her  gaze. 

Everywhere  was  colour  and  confusion.  Tents  and 
covered  wagons  stood  about  in  an  irregular  arrange- 
ment, not  in  avenues,  but  grouj)ed  on  one  side  only  of 
the  j)atn  whicli  their  entrance  into  the  shallow  under- 
grov  ih  Isad  beaten  down.  Some  hor>e->  stood  patiently 
by   while   their  owners   hastilv    made  t!ie  most  neces- 


ary  preparation.^ 


for  tl 


leir  own  comlort 


wo  l)i)vs 


v.cn^  g'ing  about  collecting  other  h 


lorses  fnini  certam 


wagons  ami  leading  them  (o  a  clear  ])a>thr,>  just  !)e- 
yond    the    wood.      Thoe    were   animals    lielonging    to 
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iililcr  womrn  whoso  m.-nninilo.'i  wi'r«>  ahsonl.  cilhcr  in 
this  world  or  the  no\  Far  into  the  wood  reached 
tlie  juinhle  of  tfiils,  some  of  while,  some  of  brown, 
some  patched  with  dull  reds  or  hhi'-s.  I.ar^e  and 
<i:iall  wagons  stood  between,  and  near  each  arose  a 
111..:  spiral  of  smoke  fron\  a  new-lit  fire.  The  >;T(i\e 
\v;)s  alive  with  movement  and  colour  as  its  inhahitanis 
jiioved  rapidly  about  their  business  with  >hrill  or 
musical  cries,  and  now  and  then  a  burst  of  lauj;ht(>r. 
It  was  a  very  lar^'e  tribe  —or  "family"  as  they  call 
it  —  numbering  some  two  hundred  souls,  and  ttie 
dogs,  of  which  there  were  a  great  many  of  every 
flescriptiori,  added  their  clamour  to  the  gK'ueral  uj)- 
n.;ir.  Most  of  the  women  wore  the  trulitional  gy})sy 
dress,  with  their  heads  bound  up  in  gay  handkerchiefs, 
Ihougii  here  and  there  flashed  a  gaudy  cotton  kimono, 
or  a  modern,  store-made  dress.  Most  of  the  men  wore 
overalls  or  nondescrij)t,  disjointei'  masculine  a[)parel 
of  a  similar  nature;  but  all  wore  small  gold  rings  in 
Oic.r  ears,  iind  added  some  other  slightly  i)icturesque 
toucii  tf.  their  .appeiranee.  A  very  few  had  the  beau- 
lifu!  sashes,  or  tfie  velveteens  with  the  i)recious  gold 
or  silver  buttons,  which  are  handed  down  from  genera- 
lion  to  generation. 
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A    slim,   l,f,,un-fo(.|,..|    |„„    j,.„„.,j_    runnin-  li^rl.iK- 
')Huc.,n   |u„   |,n.   i,,,..,,,   ,,;„-,.,,   ,^,.   ,^.^j   ,^^^.   ^.,^_  ^^^.^^^^^ 

*'i'   ^-illi^T   ha.i.i.      Af    M,n,„|   „r  a   coniniand   IV,.,n   an 
■•'•''T  man   uiti,   a   liarulkcTchief  lie,]  al.out    his  hra.l, 
""•   '"'.v    tun„.,l    an.i   .^av,-   a     laUf^'liin-  ass.-nl.      Tuo 
;iirls  ..f  sixt.-on  or  .,,  urn-  >ratod  on  nn  tiptn.i.r,!  I,ux. 
'"''•"'    "P"n  tl...   rrv«.!ali..ns..f  a  pack  of  canl^,  l!     Ir 
'iark    l.rai.ls    of    hnir    suvrping   over    ihoir    slio.iMors. 
.\<Mr  al  Ikui.1  a  u..,„a.i  uiti,  a  hahy  at  I,cr  l.reast  uas 
^•'■"•H-Iii"^'   m.    th..    ,n,ur.,i.    leunin-   ,.vct  .K-casioimlly 
t"  stir  a  fra-raiil   uu-ss  that  cockc]  i„  a  copj.er  kclth- 
ov,-r  a   uHl-fc.,1    (in,    .U,!!.-  .,n  hcT  h.arth.tom..   Jk,L 
narnrv  slal.  of  si;..!,,  or  soai.ston,-  uhich  oan-  all  g^^jsies 
(•.^rri>H)  al.owt    uitl.   tho>„,  i„il  which   has  unw  almost 
'"•'■•""'■   ohsolrtr.    i!;i„    (,,k,..s   were   hrouriin-      Close 
I-i.lc  her  I  no  .lo^s  w.^rc  .Jisputini^  (he  possession  of 
so.nc  ohjVrt    ui!h   a    lialf-iiaked  chihi   of  three.      Two 
l-.vs.    enu.i^v.l    in    a    muIII.-   further   <lown    M,e    rou-h 
!'.<il'.  w-n^  separal-,1  !.y  a  tall,  angular  n.an  who  looked 
like  a  pirate:  he  took  one  in  each  i.and  !.y  tf„.  scnifr 
"'   th.-ir„,,.ks  and  knocked  their  head<  fo--ther  h^forc 
'"•'-'   li.m  :ro;,at  uhi,.),  ^  .^roup  of  p.  „p!e  who  .stood 
l-y    f-    wafch    lauKlicd    heartily.      Fn    front    of   a    lar-.- 
«-HravM„    a   v  oMia,.    who  wonid   hav  ■   i.,-en   verv  prettv 
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hut.  for  her  etionnoua  weij^'lit  was  cookin<j  supper 
upon  •  mi  dorn  oil  ;tov<\  Heliitid  her  the  inttrior 
<■!'  the  WM^on  coiilil  1)1-  ditnly  set n,  with  its  swin^inp 
hunp.  three  declv>  of  sK'c|)iii^'  liunks,  ;iii(l  ;i  striii;^  cf 
l)rightly  coloured  hiiskrts,  lier  slock  in  trade,  hatifritij.' 
across  the  cciliiii:.  Tills  was  a  n'^ukir  hi  r-vunlo,  tiion- 
•sembliuf;  a  pr.iiric-w.if^ori  of  the  fifties  than  any- 
thing else.  e.\ce|)ting  that  in  thi->  ease  the  roolini;  was 
of  boards,  arnl  fnur  small,  glazed  windows,  r<'ally 
iiirtalned.  adorned  the  sides,  while  a  sturdy  j).iir 
of  folding  stci)s,  red  painted,  g;ive  aeei'ss  to  it  at  the 
rear.  Manv  of  th(>  wagons  vvcre  on  this  order  or  made 
in  inataticm  cf  it  --  heavy  vehieles  with  hroad-riuiined 
wheals.  So;ne  had  eanvas  co\er-  stretched  over 
raunded  arhours  of  iron  or  wood.  Init  most  of  the 
I)eople  had  contented  tlieniselves  with  commoner 
I'onveyanees.  ha\  in;;  only  onliniiry  grocery  wagons 
with  the  former  owner's  name  (jhllterated,  and  a  fe  . 
arabescjues  in  colours  rei)lacing  it  by  way  of  decoration 
and,  perhaps,  disgui-  •.  They  smacked  suspiciously 
of  booty,  did  these  items  of  the  caravansary. 

In  tlie  sha(h)W  of  oni'  of  the  n  a  vouth  was  talking 
to  a  tall  girl  whce  face  shone  as  she  looked  up  into  his. 
They    stood    close    together    and    s{joke    in    whispers. 
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LoIIi  turned  away  her  eyes.     A  fat  inau  was  l„.a.s;ing 
of  his  |)n)wr.ss  tu  :i  grouj)  who  hui^'liccJ  at  what    h.- 
said.  wliiK.  at  a  little  distan.-e  fn.n.  then,  a  patrianlml 
looking  ohl  fellow  was  (eaehin-  a  l.n.wn  hear  to  dance, 
pran.in-  soK'ninly  !,<.fon-  ili.-  <-nMl„re.  a  carrot   h,ld 
liigli  in  his  hand  as  a  reuanl   for    progre.ss;    an  al,Mird 
figurej.ut  no  one  laughed  at  thi.s:  it  was  a  serious  l.u.i- 
ne.s.s,    teaching    a    hear.      \ot    that    *he    aniniai    uas 
cross  or  dangerous,  hut  hecause  hears  hrought  in  a  lot 
of   money,    though    not    so    niuch.  oi  course,  as  horse 
trading.     The  old  man's  family  stood  watching  with 
'■•ili'al  interest  while  th.-  he.r  made  pon.lerou>  efforts 
to  emulate   his  master.     An  infant  waile.l  Irom  one 
of  *lie  tents,  and  the  fnll-tliroate.!,  tuneful  voice  of  u 
young    man    floated    up    to  the   ros.  ate   skies   as   he 
tinkered  at  an  ohl  hrass  kettle  and  .sang: 

"Ifokk  ttitc  iniindc 

Maude  i)iikkr;i  Bf()ce 

Ava,  clii."     A\r.  chi! 

Mande  shavva  tiitte  — 
Ava,  ehi!" 

If  f'    iiic  you  prove  imtrue, 
I  will  tell  your  aunt; 
■^es.   my   ^;irl.    \rs,   tiiy   girl. 
Tlu.u^'h    I'v,.   i„.(.n   s„  foil,"]   uf  you. 
Never  think  I  shan't! 
Yes,  _y  ,;j! 
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At  each  ".Ira.  chi!"  he  brought  his  haniinor  down 
with  a  doul)le  tato<>  tiiat  rosourKh'd  ahove  the  pre- 
vailing din. 

Over  all  plowed  tlie  i)ink  light  of  the  setting  sun, 
accentuating  every  colour,  silhouetting  every  dark 
ohjeet  with  unusual  sharpness,  illii  iiinating  the  rugged, 
keen  faces  of  the  men.  softening  and  lending  thetn  a 
sort  of  painted  glory;  tinting  tlu*  faces  of  the  women 
with  a  fleeting  blush,  which,  though  it  should  be  gone 
nil  the  morrow,  would  leave  such  as  were  lovely  no 
less  so  for  being  brown.  The  stately  elm  tn-cs  that 
formed  tlie  background  were  black  against  the  crim- 
-nn  western  sky  wliich  now  loomed  as  far  away  as 
though  these  peoj)le  had  not  been  travelling  toward 
it  since  dawn.  The  charming  light  gave  the  scene 
something  the  effect  of  a  .stage  j)icture.  so  vividly 
'lid  it  pick  out  the  detail,  so  kindly  did  it  beautify 
all  that  it  touched,  making  even  the  sordid  things 
[tieturesque. 

Strange  people  these,  mysterious  and  elusive; 
alike  m  all  countries,  among  all  races,  speaking  a 
laiicuage  that  is  still  practically  the  same  wherever 
their  kind  is  met  with  the  wnde  world  over;  ever 
restless,  a  race  wilfully  a-'art.  free  and  untamed  as  in 
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If"    I'Mi-  jKLst  a^.-  ul„.„  l|„.v  rarnr  o.it  ..f  K^ypi;  .f,,. 
"f  Ihr  slranfTcr.  tciuU-r  of  th.-ir  .rvrrU  as  urc  Ijk-  lilll.. 
.Iruiz.w.s  „f  tin-  woo,l;  ,.v<.r  ua„.J..rH.j;.  (.^  cp  fravrlli,,. 
touunl  the-  settiKg  m.m.   TIlt..  M.-ms  s„:,u  tin,,;;  sym- 
l'"li<-.  .s,.motl,in^'  rnysti.-,  in  this  rn.llrss  j.,ur,„.y  wrst- 
w.r.i,  this  urnvearyin-  pil-rima^v  „f  tlidrs.      Why  .h, 
tli«y   tr.iv.-I  so.  as  if  t„  tla-  uorhl's  (mI^cv^      What  ,1., 
tlH-y  seek  there?      Is  it  to  catch  the  sun  itself  at   last, 
u iMMi  it  is  most  gohlon?     Perhaps,  for  they  love  guhi. 
I'.'.l  uhatever  the  rcvuson.  they  uill  not  tell  it.  „ossil-lv 
because  it  is  an  alchemist's  secret;  or  else  they  hoar.l 
its  meaning  because  it  is  one  of  the  few  tilings  whirl, 
still  belong  to  them  only. 

Thieving.  sharp-witte<l,  dishonest  in  their  relations 
^^ilh  the  a,>rrjio  a-  1hey  term  any  one  not  a  gypsy. 
•nnl  Nvl,o,n  they  regani  as  their  natural  prey,  they 
'in-  yet  hon(,ural.le  amongst  thems.-lves,  having 
>t..n.iar(Js  which  one  of  their  m.mher  violates  at  hi, 
P<Til.  Their  women  are  virtuous,  aj;.]  the  m«-n 
<-lnvaIro„s,  as  a  rule,  arul  they  are  kin,'  to  anin.als 
^^i♦h  that  truest  kindness  which  is  horn  of  under- 
standing. As  regards  loyalty  to  c-,ch  oth.T  and  to 
llH'ir  tribe,  they  have  feu  equals,  and  among  ^i.em  are 
^tiil  a  few  of  the  oMer  orde-  who  have  a  fierce  pride 
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of  racf,  looking  down  uimn  all  <jIIut  peoples  as  slavish, 
and  jealously  re  enting  any  intiiMiurriage  u-ith  thcni. 
Tlifir  justice  is  ^wii't  mj  siii.-..mil  revenge  for  \vroiii:;>, 
e^ix'cially  if  doiir  to  llicir  uometi,  iiicv  il  ahlc  a^  fair. 
In   cveiy    pliasc    liieir    lives,   as    'i\c(|    U>r    and    aiiioii;^ 


i<-tiisc|\  cs,  an>  as  (iilfiTciil   in    aim 


■^pill-re    lioni    that 


whicii    llicy    show    to    the    (!(ir(/ 


Id     as    were 


tl 


le  .sac 


red 


i.\stcries   of  old   from    (h<' 


;reat    pnlijic    ritt 


Tl 


lev 


li'.r    in    a    world   of     Lhoiiirlit.    manners,    and   cnslon 


iifr 


It  f 


itKie.nhlv  (lilterent  Irom  onrs,  and  when  an 


oecasiona 


ilieti    is    faki'n    in  amongst    (hi  ui    he    eireets    far    1( 


dial 


rule    li 


i}4''  upon   li.eni   ih  in    tiiey  d 
e    heeonics    t<»   all    intent 


o    noon   l.iiii,  for  as  a 


s    and    purposes   one   ot 


hev  ofTer 


I!  iMii,  and  is  well  content  to  he.  lindiiii,'  th 
siiHieient  singularity  of  piirpo-r  aiirl  ancient  heliefs 
to  furnish  llie  nice:sary  r.iek-iiot  loin  of  exist(>nce.  and 
a  .sort  of  ordained  and  de  -reed  lieei 


I.e.  siicli  as  IS  \crv 


at;r(  ral.le       'i'lie     K^y})liar 


IS.    or 


I{. 


)nians    (whichever 


yon  will. for  they  call  theniselveshoth  indiscriminately), 
have   ahsohite    liherty,    for    they    are    hound    together 


omv   ov 


f; 


uniiv  or    vohiniarv   ti 


e;in   leave 


th. 


e'Mii{)any  at  will:  hut  this  thev  sci(I()m  do.  f(,r  to  he  ai 


nteast  from  the  t 


ri'oe  is  the  wors 


t  (.f 


pnnishmentfs. 


Much  of  this  Ixjlli  fell  intuitively  as  she  looked  about 
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her,  oljsor\iiig  but  uauLservcJ  us  yt-l.  Ilt-r  curt  v.as 
too  similar  in  characti-r  to  thr  niajority  of  those  in  1*10 
<iuMtn|iiiictil  to  attract  >|)ciial  at!' iitiun;  -^ln- appeal.'! 
to  lie  -dimply  a  licl.ilrd  niciiiliiT  (tf  it  rcturiiiii;,'  fur 
the  iiij^lil.  'Mini  all  at  oik c  tiic  uoiiiaii  uilli  tlic 
liaWy  looked  nji  ainl  .lu  li.r  a-<  she  (lro\e  in  slowly, 
riuir  recoi^'iiilion  \\a>  rmitiial.  foi  llii\-  li.id  inet  in  a 
hirnier's  (hu  ryard  .some  days  a^'o.  'I'lie  woman  .stood 
erect  and  called  tlic  all.'ntion  of  tlio-c  ncare-l  h 'r 
lo  llie   intruder. 

"I.ook'"'  she  cried  scornfnlly ;  "here  comes  tl'.c 
ixiinurmiii.  \hv  '/\r\  who  likes  he.sl  to  l)e  with  Gcntih's: 
the  one    |\    told   alutnl  I" 

.\nd  iti  another  in^lant  I.olli  was  surrounded  1).\  a 
noisy,    curious    tlirt)ng. 
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SHE  must  be  taken  to  the  .slirr-rngro,"  s;u.l  otic 
of    the    women     in     ihr       roiij);     "she    (luti'l 
belong  lo  tlie  triln',  pnrlu." 
"I'retty  fool,  the  king's  uw;iy,"  rfj)lie(l  a  lad.      "  lit- 
is gone  on  a  matter  of  horses." 

The  crowd  laughetl  at  lhi>.  and  another  boy  cried 
out:  "Who  has  seen  the  tlu)Us;ind-dolIar  geldiiiir 
that  was  lost  in  Lenox?"  at  which  the  laaghl(>r  in- 
creased. Evidently  the  quest  on  which  the  caravaii- 
-ary's  governor,  or  king  as  tluy  called  him,  had  gone, 
w.is  one  which  would  scarcely  t)ear  examination. 

"Shall  we's  let  the  pale  one  stay  with  us  fill  lie 
returns?"  asked  the  first  spcakt-r,  eying  I.olli  curiously. 
'I'he  (jue.stioning  cry  was  taken  up,  and  for  a  nioinrnl 
Lolli  stood  abashed  and  frightened,  her  slender  hands 
stretched  out  before  her  as  if  to  ward  ofT  the  violciice 
of  their  harsh  voices.     Then   into   the   midst  of  this 
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hostile  throng  tMiiic  a  liouro.  both  brilHuut  ami 
grotesque,  at  whose  appearance  a  semi-quiet  f-ll  upon 
the  people,  as  they  stood  a>i(ic  to  let  it  pass. 

it  Was  a  youn^'  uian,  not  Ivsraty  years  of  a<,'e;  thin 

.111(1     Vi-ry    tall,    with     thr    lu(.>C-j(li(ltr(l     Ijoiirr    and     .Mit 

«>f  til.,  typical  hobl)le-(le-h<.y  of  coinie-paiJiT  tradiiioi.. 
Ili>  Iran  face  bore  the  s!amj>  ol'  tlie  "SaiiL.r  to  an 
iiiiiiiistakabic  degr(>e,  and  his  !,ray  r-ycs  bcuned  \\\[]\ 
Mir|>risini:  niildticss  in  ecKilra-!  lo  tlirir  o\<'rha:i;;iii:: 
bn.u>.  His  cheekdjoni's  were  hit^h,  hi>  chin  was  iiar- 
rou.  and  thr  wide  mouth  had  i'nJL  >cnsii;ii  lip.,.  .\ 
bri-hf  bandanna  handkcrchiei'  wa-^  lied  about  his  in  ad 
and  knotled  in  (Ik-  iiapc  of  his  neck,  ami  on  toj)  ni"  il 
hr  wore  a  broadd.rinitiK'ri  hat  adorned  by  a  binich  of 
'•ock's  feathers.  Lar<jc  ,-oId  liooi),s  dan.iih  d  from  InN 
'iirs,  and  tin-  rest  ot  ln>  .Ir.'v-  w.as  no  Irs>  i)iralicai  and 
iuiprobable.  Ov.t  a  shirt  of  inuiia<  ulatc  wliitmcss 
\\a-  .1  j.ickct  of  .•ri-iisou  cloth,  elaborately  en.broich'n  d 
V.  ith  in.iny-cojoin-cd  worsteds  and  thread^  of  o-,,ld. 
The  iaittons  wen-  live-dollar  ^^>ld  i)i(-ees,  and  his 
Hi. man  s.ash  bukred  d.iiip'roiisly  in  spots,  as  thoii!:h 
\veai)ons  \v<'re  ef)neealed  Iti  it.  Aeros<  his  breast  !uui- 
a  dozen  or  nion-  medals  mannfacf nred  from  tin  or 
bra.ss.  with  elieap  enamel    tiluzoniiig.-,.     They    seemed 
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to  lie  .1(1  vert isriiicnts,  or  to  luivv  r omc  from  all  .sorts 
of  prize  i)ackiiges.  and  on  one  of  them  was  the  picture 
nf  a  lK)t(.i  with  the  motto,  "souvenir  of  New  Orleans," 
H  holow  it.     His  khaki  trousers  wen-  ernhroidered  down 

the  sides  in  the  same  sort  of  worsteds  which  I  rimmed 
his  coat,  and  the  hnver  part  of  his  Jegs  wore  tjirust 
iiiio  a  pair  of  high  hoots  wiih  white  tops,  such  as 
grooms  wear.  In  his  hand  he  carried  a  whip  with 
three  thongs  and  a  h»\ivy  silver  handle.  The  ex- 
iin\ssion  and  bearing  of  this  extraordinary  person  was 
nii(>  of  [)leased  self-im])ortance;  he  was  lik<'  a  child 
parading  with  a  woo(Jen  sword.  Pride  in  his  out- 
r.'igeous  costume  ( tnanatcd  from  every  pore.  He  was 
'•vidently  immoderately  plea.sed  with  it.  and  lijid 
expended  much  e;in>fii1  thought  upon  if.  There  w.i^ 
nothing  so  subtle  as  to  he  called  "histrionic"  about 
liis  pose;  it  expre.s.sed  the  frank,  unrestrained  delight 
of  a  barbarian  or  a  child.  He  was  all  dres.sed  up 
■mil  he  knew  it,  anfl  didn't  "care  a  cuss"  how  it 
iifFccted  others,  so  be  it  that  he  hini.self  was  satisfied, 
while  (he  laughing,  ingemiou.s  expression  on  his 
I'.icr  was  the  rankest  contradiction  of  his  garments' 
iVrocity  of  cfTect. 

"Whut's   all    this?"    he    dftn.-mdrd.  ^talking  up    to 
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Lolli,  and  lookino  I,,.,-  <,vor  with  frmk  curiosity, 
which  swiftly  change]  to  admiration.  "Strange woman,' 
ch?  Wall,  M'cin-  as  how  Bally  ain't  here,  gucs^  I 
might's  well  ax  h.cr  a  few  .,u.'stions  myself,  so  long  ^^ 
I'm  his  dej^'ty,  so  t<T  sjjcak." 

A  niurniar  <.f  a])provai  ran  around  the  crowd  whicli 
was  now  six  or  seven  deep,  and  a  voice  said:  "Ask 
>^'  that  wu  may  knc;  if  she's  true  Romany."  A  <lark- 
i.nnved  girl  nodded  fiercely,  and  th.-y  all  stared  at 
i-"lli  unwinkingly,  like  so  many  watehfiil  animals. 
'I'hc  hohhle-de-hoy  squared  his  shoulders  and  took  a 
sl-P  "r  two  f.>rwar(l,  gixing  a  jHill  ami  pat  to  his  girdle 
•v^  he  did  so,  for  all  the  world  like  a  self-conscious  girl 
;-l  .1  parly.  Then  he  cleared  his  throat  and  addressed 
lh(>   newcomer. 

"Whul's  yer  name.^"  he  demanded  in  a  "give  up 
your  sword"  sort  of  tone. 

"Il  is  on  my  cart,  as  you  can  see."  replied  Lolli 
l.ravely— "Lolli  Plashta." 

At  this  reply  there  was  an  instant  of  dead  silene.-. 
followed  by  a  titter  which  rippled  over  tlu>  crowd  and 
burst  into  a  shout  of  laughter. 

"But  thet's  not  a  name,"  said  the  \ew  Knglander 
sternly;  "don't  yer  give  u.-i  no  sass,  now!" 
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"Xow-look-a-here,"  said  her  interlocutor,  cocking 
his  head  to  one  side  like  a  playful  })irate,  "thet  ain't 
no  name,  Red  CJoak,  yer  know;  but  ef  yer  choose  ter 
use  it,  why  I  guess  mebbe  yer  got  a  good  reason. 
Whut  was  yer  took  up  fer  last?" 

"I  don't  understand,"  she  replied,  piiz/lcd. 

The  crowd  tittered  again,  but  the  brilliantly  clad 
one  silenced  them  imperiously. 

"Sure  yer  don't  understand?"  said  he  with  a  friendly 
wink.     "Yer  never  wuz  in  jail,  I  suppose?" 

"Certainly  not!"  she  cried  indignantly.  "So  that  is 
what  you  meant!  I  call  myself  so  because  I  wish  to, 
not  because  I  have  done  anything  wrong." 

She  was  so  dignified  in  her  defiance  that  the  hostile 
attitude  of  the  crowd  began  to  change  perceptibly, 
riiey  liked  that  sort  of  fire. 

"Wall,  be  yer  Romany?"  asked  tlie  spokesman. 
Then  swiftly:  "Coin  sc  dcya,  coin  sc  daJuf'" 

"I  do  not  wish  to  tell,"  she  flashed. 

'' Pukkcr  mandc  drey  rornancs!"'  he  demanded. 
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She  looked  at  him  in  dismay. 
"I  don't  understand,"  .^Ilo  fullered. 
"Don't    yer.^"    he    jeeii-d.      "'How  d  yer  come    ti-r 
know    "Red    Clouk"    and  'pa'   an"    "ina'ef  yer  don't 
niidi-rstand,  tell  nie.'" 

■' f  havi-  never  lived  with  gypsies."  slu"  said  slowly, 
and  with  a  regretful  note  in  her  voii-e.  "and  so  there 
is  much  thai  I  do  not  know  about  llicm  and  t'-ir 
tongue.  IJut  some  things  I  sfcni  to  reniemher  as  if 
from  a  dream,  and  th<\se  I  say.  or  understand,  I  scarce 
KtK.w  why.  None  the  less,  the  roj'.d  has  called  ami 
called  to  me;  I  have  looked  long  for  the  Roman  .sign, 
and  when  at  dawn  I  saw  it  \i]Hm  the  road  it  seemed 
like  a  hrotluT's  liand  beckoning,  and  so  I  came." 

Her  low  \oice  could  be  .iculy  heard  in  the  intense 
silence  which  followed  her  first  words,  and  .as  she 
tinished.  a  tall  sli[)  of  a  girl  with  Iim[)id  brown  eyes, 
came  lo  her  side  and  slipped  a  brown  hand  into  hers. 
"It  was  even  so  that  he  came,"  said  this  latest 
arrival,  nodding  to\\ard  I  he  gorgeous  hobhle-dedioy; 
^'heismy  niniwado,  nmi  I  should  have  wailed  long  to 
wed  had  he  not  come,  calh'd  by  the  road." 

There   was   a   imirmur   of   assent    and    many   heads 
nodded  sagely,  while   the    youthful   and    wondrously 
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•I.mI   liushand    patted   his   ro^tiinic   c-C)in[)!;ici'iilly   and 
^tI•uttl'd    aludit,     liaj)|)y    in    flu-    iiitriisititMl    i^larr    of 


I> 


iililic   ^cniliiiv.      'I'fie  woman   wilii    the   halt\'  at    her 


Inrast    made    a    cahalistic    sij^n    in    llic    air 
!>(•(>  fiand. 


uitli    hrr 


"riif  ini-dihhlr  calls  all  of  the  Halorni'  nj^ri  to^ctli(>r," 
-lie  said  soicinidy  and  turned  away,  the  people  stand- 
in;;-  hy  respectfully,  for  she  'Vas  helieved  to  i)e  a 
chdhainii.  or  witch,  and  as  sucli  was  listened  to  with 
honour.  The  cross-examination  ceased  as  if  hy  magic 
and  the  p(>o[)le  hcLran  to  disperse.  Sup})cr  was  wait- 
ing, and,  after  all,  nothing  more  exciting  had  occurred 
than  the  .ic(piinMnent  of  a  new  member,  one  to  be 
reaarded  with  sus[)icion  for  a  {)robative  period  — 
interesting  to  be  sure,  but  in  spite  of  this,  certainly 
vccond  in  iniijurtance  at  the  moment  to  the  cravings  of 
the  inner  man.  'Y\\o  mma  of  the  ^'ankee  !)oy  had  not 
li>t  go  of  Lolli's  hand.  She  now  turned  to  tlio  latter 
•  iiid  asked  her  to  bring  the  little  carl  over  near  theirs. 
"Adolphns  is  the  wisest  of  the  Haiormciigri.""  she 
said  prourlly;  "he  is  (>ven  able  to  read  and  write, 
and  so  we  have  our  l-rr-vtinlo  beside  the  king,  whom 
Ii''  helps  in  lots  of  ways.  We  will  take  you  for 
our  sister." 
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Lolli  llianktvl  her,  ari.l  to-.Mlicr  tho  llire<-  set  off 
<l"un  111,  row  of  tents  and  wagons,  walking  abreast 
atu!  I.'ading  tJie  little  pony.  It  was  ,,uite  a  distance, 
int..  Ill,-  very  li(>arl  of  tlie  camp,  hut  aitliougli  tJiev 
j.assed  many  people  who  had  not  seen  the  disturbance 
caused  by  Iht  debut,  no  one  jjaid  her  the  slightest 
heed,  tlie  (•omf)any  in  which  she  api)eare(i  seeming 
to  guarantee  fier  position.  They  sloi)ped  at  last 
b'-ide  a  larg«>  krr-nird,,  wi  h  a  wooden  roof  and  a 
bo.ly  that  was  gay  with  [.ainted  flowers  and  .strange 
lui.sshapen  iiird^  ,,f  luiihant  plumage.  It  was 
scrupulously  clean,  in  marked  contrast  to  most  of 
Iho.e  about  it,  especially  its  nearest  neighbour,  a 
dingy  Un\[. 

■"riiis  here  wagon  is  ourn."  announced  the  Man  of 
Wisdom.  "Ver  might  ez  well  draw  up  alongside, 
scein'  the'  missus  lies  took  sich  a  fancy  to  yer." 

To  this  pressing  invitation  Lolli  acceded,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  h-r  new  friend,  who  could  not  do 
enough  for  her.  she  was  soon  comfortably  settled. 
The  latter  w;is  a  handsonu-  girl,  typitxilly  gypsy,  and 
wearing  very  fine  clot  ho..  „f  (h,.  true  Roman  design, 
from  her  silk-wound  head  and  hrr  -ohl  hoop  earrings 
to    her    morocco   .shoes.      Ilcr    features    were   aquiline 
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;ni(i  Iht  >kiii  (lark  luit  ck'ar;  her  rmnrc,  sKiukT  witli- 
<iiil  bciiiy;  ihin.  was  f^raccful  us  a  pantlifr's,  and  her 
lar^'f  hrouii  eye.  wiTO  full  (if  a  tciKk-r  wislfuliicss. 
Taken  all  in  all,  she  was  (|nil(  lovt'ly,  and  niucli  gentler 
llian  is  the  wont  of  her  kind.  She  attached  herself 
to  f.olli  like  an  afT(>rtionate  {)ni)l)y,  and  talked  to  her 
rno^t  vivaeiou>ly,  while  the  heautifid  stranger  prej)are<l 
the  evenin;z  meal.  It  was  evident  that  she  was 
;:reatly  attraeted  hy  l.olli.  and  meant  to  cement  their 
i'rieiid^hip  I)efor(^  a  rival  claimant  appeared. 

"I-i  not  our  wagon  Ix^uitifnl.^ "  she  demanded. 
"It  is  the  handsomest  of  the  donhle  ones.  Many 
large  families  in  the  trii)e  hasn't  got  such  a  hig  wagon, 
and  none  has  one  so  splendid,  .\dolphus  made  all 
those  lovely  bright  things  on  it  hisself.  We  have 
no  trade  —  all  the  others  makes  baskets  or  tinkers 
.>r,>omesueh  things,  and  lots  of  the  women  tranij)  about 
;;ll  day  telling  fortunes,  while  their  men  lies  lazily 
a!)out.  But  I  —  I  don't  even  has  to  dukkcr  unless 
I  wishes!" 

"  It's  a  wonderful  wagon,"  said  Lolli  admiringly, 
"and  so  large!     Your  rammado  must  be  very  rich!" 

"Yes,"  said  the  other,  "it  is  a  big  wagon,  and  oh, 
so  emi)ty,  with  no  trade  and  only  two  people.     But 
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w.fit    until    Xnv.Miil.fr;   thm    ||„.|v  will   !.,•  Ihr.'.!"  >lic 
luuglicd  roL'uivhly  and  <  l.i[)iMd  Imt  |i;,ii.|-  in  dflii^'ht. 

•'Why,  you  aro  only  ;i  bul.y  your -rll! "  cried  Lolli, 
liiii^'liiuj,'   Lack   at    her. 

"I  am  ,so  [uucl!!"  >li,.  replied  liol.liun  uj)  her  hand 
and  uiu'losirij,'  it  three  tinics. 

"How  very  old!"  ^nid   I.olli.      "Fifteen:      And   hou 
old    is  your   roiiiiiuvhtY'' 

"  I  don't  know."  replied  th<'  -iri.  tired  of  t!ie  >ul.jeet. 
•'  My  name  is  Miriam  Ad,.Ip!in-,'<  Mirian;;  and,  yes, 
he  is  very  rich,  for  he  reads  for  th(  kinu  .nid  help,  hi,,, 
with  iiis  knowledge.  Tliereiore  we  <lon"l  ha- to -A.irk." 
"And  where  i-  H,,.  wa;:on  of  tiie  .y/irr-rru/ro^" 
"()h.  he  <lon"t  have  a  \va.:,'oti."  e\j)l,H!i,d  Miriam 
.•ondeseendintjly.  "Thi>  kiiiL,'  alway-  rides  a  fin.-  horse; 
lie  has  lots  of  them.  And  w  lien  he  is  in  the  camp  he 
sleeps  in  that  tent  heside  our  wa-on." 

■'i?ut   his  \vif«-  and  family?"  ohjected   F.oHi. 
"  He  has  none."  said  Miriam  succinct  ly. 
■'And    where    does    he    eat'-'"    asked    tlie    practical 
Lolli,  pettintr  nut  her  larirr  hlue  teacup. 

Miriam  fairly  shook  v/itii  pri.le.  and  the  sirins  of 
little  pold  coins  across  Iut  foreheati  tinkled  as  she 
replied : 
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"  /  cooks  for  iiim  I" 

On  tilt'  folliiwiii^'  iiiuriiiiii;  I.olli  went  otV  upon  Iut 
business,  as  did  nio^t  nf  tin-  dtlici  itihaiiitanK  nl'  the 
camp,  and  .illcr  a  \rry  ^uccf-ot'ul  day  of  s.^li--  in  the 
iiniucdiatc  ru"ii,'hl)oiii'lio<)d  rclurncd  l<i  tlir  ^ruxcanil 
till'  sinoLin.L,'  cainplirc-^  at  sunset.  She  was  lircd  and 
lia|)j)y,  willi  llic  |)caci'  wliicti  follows  directly  npnu 
llif  attainincnl  nf  an  ol)j<,'ct  slri\cii  for,  and  wliicli 
is  so  sweet  until  llir  in('vital>li-  reai-lion  x'ts  in!  Tlicn- 
was  (lancing  aiuont;  llie  Romanics  that  iii;_dit.  Worn 
out  with  the  loiiL'  day's  ctl'ort  she  did  not  join  them, 
iiut  went  early  to  --leep  after  a  >im])le  hut  delicious 
meal  which  >he  sh.ircd  with  Adolphus  and  Miriam, 
oittle  thought  of  V  "ecil  came  to  herexeept  inherdream^, 
which  slie  forf^'ot  upon  awakening,  when  life  in  her 
new    ^urroundinirs    al)sort)ed    her   attention    wholly. 

IJefore  the  siui  had  turned  the  pa>t<l  of  the  <hiw  n 
into  tile  ^lowin;;,  painted  day  the  Balorniengri  were 
i^tir.  Across  the  ('amp  two  cocks  j^reeted  the  nr->l 
;,'ray  streaks  upon  the  sky;  and  then,  with  a  sudden 
(  lamour  which  aroused  her  into  full  consciousiie.-.s, 
iheir  cry  was  answered  from  a  cooj)  hcneath  her 
friends'  ker-ranlo,  where,  as  she  afterward  learru  d,  a 
noted   fi'athered    warrior   was   kept    for   Use-    an\lliinu 

(  1->| 


IN     SKAK(  II     oj      \|{(  ADV 
lujt  (ionuvslic.     As  though  in  rt's|).)nsi.«  loa  signal,  llie 
cunip  hcKiin  its  slMKKliiiK  foilot.     A  few  men  sIoik  Im(J 
past  l(.  the  nvcr.  pail  or  dipper  (iaiigliii<,'  from  a  la/y 
liand.     A  ucrna..  ilarhd  Irom  a  nearby  tent  and    ,1/,.,] 
uj)on  an  escaping  tliiM  whom  she  procce.Jcl  lo  lli,n>l 
i"l"  its  single  garineiil  without  which  it    ha.l    .I,.,!,.! 
to  wall^  abroad   uill,  absolute  uniont  .rri.     Tlie  dtlrs 
i:ppeared  at   th.ir  accustomed  tasks  uith  a  niiity  and 
suddenness  almost    nia-ical.   a   bri.  f   toiI,.|    app.-arin- 
to  suflice  them;  for,  like  t\>r  ladies  of  Jaj.an.  the  gypsy 
women   seldom   disturb    llair  comi)act    head   dresM-s. 
Fires  were  kindle]  ujKm  cold  hearths,  an.l  the  incense 
of  lli.ir  wanning  arose  fl.n-.'ily.   wafting  a  fragrance 
of  i>nrning  green  (hnvn  the  valh-y.    Then,  all  at  once. 
lik.-  the  risin.LT  of  a  curtain  upon  a  singing  chorus,  the 
•l^'v  and  it.  pr..ple  u.re  in  full  swing,  and  within  the 
ho.ireaeh  had   .ttkd  t..  hi.  ta>k.  in  t  he  camp  or  off 
»I)on    the   hi.^lnvay.     The   next   day   was  a   repetiticm 
..f  thehrst  except  that  a!  ni^ht  she  acceded  to  ]\Iirian,".s 
■•••<iuest    that    -.1,..    remain    beside   the   laller'.   fir.'   after 
supper,  in  order  that  they,  L.^elhcr  with  th.'  hol)ble-de- 
hoy  private  s.'cretary,  migiil  have  some  talk. 

The  full  moon  was  riding  acro»  the  dund-streaked 
-ky,  easting  a  weird  light   uver  llie  placid  landscape. 
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.itiil  lien-  ami  I  lien-  tlirniiglutui  tin-  t'li  :iiii|)tiicnt 
„'l«)\vc'cl  the  remain^  of  a  (in-.  Over  at  the  edge  of  I  In- 
wood  a  grouj)  of  youiij;  prople  wvrv  siii^in^?  and  daiic- 
iiiji,  and  where  tlie  adjicent  brook  ran  dear  in  tin- 
tiioonlif^ht  over  it>  n»cky  her!  a  tinker's  forge  sparkled 
at  his  ra|ii'lliu!i' li:iiiit!HT  laps.  \11  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  tin'  .shcr-cngo's  lent  was  very  quiet,  atid 
iiiany  of  l!ir  oi.lcr  peopl--  were  sleepin}?  or  away  on 
some  mysteriniH  noftiiriial  alTair:  ail  save  an  ancient 
erotic  who.  uilh  licnl  head  i.nd  claw-like  hands,  spread 
and  respread  a  pack  of  f^rea.sy  cards  l)eforc  her  in  the 
Imrrowcd  liirlit  of  the  honfire.  Witli  inten.se  earnest- 
ness she  told  them,  tnuttcrinL;  to  herself  the  while 
and  strugijling  to  win  llic  answer  to  -otnc  pn/zle 
of  r^ilc  wliich  would  nut  reveal  ilsclf.  Miriatii  -frelehed 
nut  a  slender  hand  and  touched  her  h\i>hand\  iror^eous 
coat  slt^evc,  w!iic!i  Lrliniiiiered  fantastically  in  the 
ih'.nciuj,'  li.uhf. 

"Has  he  nut  ,1  ^jilenilKJ  coatf'"  slie  aske<i  of  l,olli. 
■"Our  forefathers  always  had  coat-  like  thcs(>,  Iml 
very  few  har,  them  now-a-d  lys.  The  women  thinks 
it's  silly  to  make  iheni.  and  they  doesn't  do  It.  Hut 
f  made  all  this  wrouyiil  work  with  my  own  hand.  I 
likes  it." 
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"So  (Jo  I,  '-..ry  nmcli.-'-,;ii(l  K.,|li;  -ji  is  cv.t  m)  niiich 
Hirer  tiiaii  ♦  iir  coninioii  flothes  ni(»t  of  (lie  riicii  \vr;ir, 
.■speri;.:;y  tlic  ovrralls.  I  ,|,>„-t  \]l,.  th,.,„  ,,,  ,.,j|. 
they  don't  look  like  t'vjjsics  in  llieiii." 

'•I  wouldni  wrar  no  nirrnll.^r  A.loIi)iius  l)rokr  in. 
"I  had  fnoui:h  o"  tlii'iii  hack  on  tin-  farm  I" 

"AYor>  von  oner  a  farui.-r?"  a.sk.'d  LoIIi.  --Of 
<-«>ur,s(«  i  knew  yon  were  n.ii  horn  a  gyp.sy.  hni  Adol- 
I'lms  is  not  a  Xcw  En-ki'   '  name." 

Iff  pave  her  a  sidelon-  ir!atie.>  hefo.e  replying,',  and 
then  said  slowly: 

"^\aII,  yer  see  thet  ain  .  really  my  rei,'nlar  rwime  — 
I    kii\der  made  it   up.  same's  yonrn        >ee.='" 

She  nodded  roniprehendingly. 

"  I"  anit  thet  I  wnz  ashamed  o'  my  ov,n."  he  added 
quickly;  "no  by  he.^k!  no!  a  ndt.^l  My  H^ht  name 
is  llosea  Fear-God  Snu'th,  'ml  while  t!,e|  .onnds  purly 
>:<>.,d  f,.r  farmin'.  •(  ain't  -ot  ;!,'  rl-l,|  snnnd  fer  a 
Rvpsy  kin-'s  fnrst  //,7/-tenant :  .m.  I  had  ter  think  np 
soniethin"  more  likely." 

"  How  ,ild  you  fonie  to  join  the  iryf.^ies'  -  asked  I.ojli. 
Tlie  lad  straightened  up  from  his  lounging  position 
\M!h    a    sudden   fierceness,  and    struck    himself  v.-he- 
menlly  upon  the  breast. 
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"How  did  I  come  ter?"  he  cried.  "Look-er-hin 
look  ut  these  clothes,  look  at  Ihet  witc  o'  luine,  look  hI 
this  here  handsome  wa^'oii.  look  at  these  here  trees 
over  our  heads  —  see  all  of  it.  tli'  cainplires.  th" 
-Iriiiiir  crowd,  thet  ole  witch  woman  over  yonder  witii 
th"  kcrds  even  —  the  idea  of  it  all!  Think  of  th' 
clian'cs  we're  takin'  every  day,  of  whut  we  sre,  of 
how  we  travel,  an'  how  we  live,  an'  then  you  ax  iiic 
ihct  againi  Here  I  he  'sociatin'  with  kint,fs.  with 
t-r  princess  fer  my  lady  wife,  an"  lots  ter  eat  an'  nothin" 
ter  do.  There  I  wuz,  hack  on  th'  farm,  with  nothiu' 
l>ut  work  an'  pray,  pray  an'  work,  an'  both  es  u^My 
.-  hell  I  Wliy.  no  one  ever  sed  anythin'  *cept  ter 
-pe;ik  about  th'  chores  or  heU'n  damnation.  There 
vuz  never  no  comp'ny.  Every  ni^dit,  go  ter  bed  at 
dark  ter  save  candles;  every  morning,  up  at  daylight. 
Xo  let-uj)  'cept  church  three  times  of  a  Sunday,  an' 
thet  ain't  enough  forayoung  feller  ter  live  by  I  Jumpin' 
■liipiter,  so  help  rncri  Dibblel  Th'  way  Ih'old  f(;lk> 
acts  is  enough  ter  drive  a  saint  away,  much  more  a 
I'l'od.  Ii\  ely  boy  I" 

"Ves."   .said    Lolli;   "I    think    I    understand.     Tell 
me  some  more." 

"Wall,  ()ne  day  this  here  caravansary  made  a  one- 
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night  camp  down  tli'  road  from  our  house  a  spell,  an' 
IN  I  uuz  a-hocin'  th"  far  patch  o'  |)otalcrs,  there 
wa'n't  no  one  ler  see  me  when  I  drop[)cd  th"  ole  hue 
an'  kited  down  there  ter  take  a  look  aronml.  (]omi: 
hut  what  1  seen  made  nie  open  my  eyes!  Everv  one 
so  keerless  an"  oheeri'ul-like.  Some  wuz  a-dancin' 
an'  some  wuz  a-workin".  hut  jest  ez  ell'  they  liked  ter. 
'cos  no  one  wnz  al'ter  "em  all  th"  lime  ter  see  they  got 
it  (lone.  I'd  never  >een  th"  like  afore.  Wall,  after 
;i  spell,  I  got  a-talkin'  'ter  sonii'  of  th'  hoys  an'  when 
I  heered  th'  way  they  got  on  withont  workin'  hardly 
none,  you  kin  het  [  Iiegim  takiu'  notice.  After  waikin' 
routid  >ome,  I  seen  Miriam  Iutc.  Say,  she  looked  at 
me  ju-t  too  cute  fer  anytliim:  outeu  tliem  hig  hrown 
eyes  o'  her'ii,  an"  l)y  'n"  l)y,  I  sidles  up  an'  says  some- 
thin'  perlit«>  like,  'Leave  us  !i<-v  a  <lane.  ,'  'er  somethin' 
o'  thet  sort;  an'  she  says,  "Xot  on  yer  tintype;  yer 
don't   belong  ter   my   family." 

"I  did  not !"  exclaimed  Miriam  laughing.  "I  says 
that  yon  Were  a  Coriiin,  and  not  of  the  triiie,  and  so 
I's  cotdd  not  dance  with  you,  for  the  hairy  old  aunt 
would  not  allow  it." 

".Mehhe  Ihct  is  it,  more  exactly,"  said  Ilosea  Fear- 
God  Smith,   "l.ui   th'  meanin'  is  th'  same,  anyways. 
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Wall,  thel  ma<lc  nic  hut  i'cT  I  uu/  (Ict'Triiiiicd  iiol 
tor  let  her  think  .she  wiiz  no  beUor'n  nic,  but  I  didn't 
know  exactly  wliut  ler  do, so  oil'  I  walks, es  she  v^ouldn't 
look  at  nie  no  v.ays." 

"Then  after  another  spell  I  fjot  talkin'  tor  a  hij^ 
feller  wIid  seared  me  a  jiowerfnl  lot.  It  was  old  Bally 
liisself.  lIiou<,di  1  didn't  know  it  at  th'  time,  and  th' 
skcer  I  lied  already  would  a'  been  'bout  doubled  if 
I'd  a-known  he  was  th'  kinj,'.  But  skeer  or  no  skter, 
I  put  on  a  bold  front  an'  he  took  a  fancy  ter  me. 
'Why  don't  yer  come  along  of  us?'  he  says  in  his  big 
voice,  but  reel  friendly.  "Wall,'  sez  I,  'I  ain't  willin' 
ler  come  on  no  iiinin  (jtfer.  If  yer  hev  j^ot  >omcthin' 
reel  tony,  I  miglit  consider  it,"  sez  I,  *fer  I  aint  goin' 
in  fer  anythin'  less'  —  and  I  throws  back  my  coat 
kinder  keerless,  so's  he  could  see  these  medals,  which 
\\  uz  pinned  on  my  shirt.  '  What  did  yer  git  them  fer.^' 
he  axed  me,  his  eyes  a-shinin'  at  th'  sight  er  them. 
'Sir I'  sez  I,  'a  real  hero  don't  ever  talk  about 
such  things;  it  don't  become  his  modesty,'  I  sez. 
'  \'ou  talk  real  learned,'  sez  Bally,  'kin  yer  read?' 
'Sure  I  kin,'  sez  1,  'any  kind  er  piint  er  writin.'  He 
seemed  kinder  thinkin'  fer  a  moment  an'  then  he  sez, 
'  Vou   come   along  of  me  an'  do  my  reudia',  which  I 
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iMii'l,  never  h:i\iii'  be.-n  l,Mi-iiei|.  an"  I'll  treiit  yor 
gou.l.  U'all,  I  uciit.  an"  here  1  he'  'I'lie! '-,  two  year 
aj;('  now,  aa"  I  het  yer  I'm  e/  good  .t  uypsy  cs  any 
<>  »'"i.  I  kin  speak  tlieir  lingo,  an'  I'm  one  o' 
til'  l)i«gest  l)iig>  in  tin.  crowd:  not  ler  mention 
iiavin"  caught  Miriam  lieic.  a.l'ter  a  long  an'  arjoiis 
struggle.'" 

I  must  say.  I  do  not  Manie  you  for  runniui,' 
away."  said  l.olli.  "Still,  there  were  yonr  own 
people  to  consider.  Hi.w  al.oiit  tiie  folks  hack 
home?  Flow  do  they  maiiaire  without  you?  Have 
you  any  hrothers?" 

"\aw!  I  he<l  two.  hut  they  died  years  hefore  [ 
wuz  horned."  he  replied  loukiiiL'-  ^traiJ;ht  at  her.  !;i- 
large,  undeveIo[)ed  face  clouding  w  it h  a  sudden  thought, 
"D'yer  think  th"  old  folk>  misses  rue?  I  ain't  oft. mi 
thought  er  tliet,  hut  I  hev  somcimes.  D'yer  think 
they  does?" 

The  notion  seem(>d  to  trouhle  him  greatly;  and  i,<illi 
felt  as  one  feels  at  interrupting  the  ima.i:in;iry  splendour 
of  a  child's  game  with  the  information  that  it  is  in- 
juring something. 

"Ho.sea  Fear-God  Smith."  she  hegan  .slowly,  "did 
your  parents  live  over  towird  .-odom?" 
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'How  (lid  ycr  kiKiw?"  lie  asked.  "Tlioy  do:  in  a 
Iccllr    vliitr  house  - — -" 

■"  Vl  I  lie  loj)  of  the  long,  sandy  hill,"  she  finished 
fir  him. 

"\cr  know  "em!"  he  hurst  out  after  a  monieTifs 
-1  iipefaetion.      "Ilev  yer  seen   Viii    reeetit?'" 

"I  saw  your  mother  two  days  a^'o.  " 

"An'  pop?"  There  was  an  eajrerne^s  in  his  voice 
if  which  he  was  quite  unconscious,  and  which  went 
.1  long  way  toward  j)roving  that  he  was  not  without 
.1  natural  affect  ion  for  his  ])arents. 

"I  atn  sorry  to  lie  the  hearer  of  had  news.  '  said 
i.iilli  softly,  her  ^'olderi  eyes  full  of  pity;  "but  yonr 
f.ither  died  almost   two  years  ago."' 

Tliere  was  a  moment's  silence. 

"Poor,  old  pof)."  said  the  hoy  huskily.  There  was 
a  long  pau.se.  Then:  "Is  ma  well.'  Did  siie  speak 
o'  me?" 

"She  sjjokc  of  nothing  else  I  '  said  Lolli  cheerfully; 
"hut  she  is  all  alone  there,  and  far  from  well.  I  think 
you  ouglit  to  ride  over  there  and  see  her." 

"I  will!"  he  cried,  throwing  his  prejxisterous  h.it 
into  the  air  and  catching  i1  again  in  the  intensify  of 
his  relief  at  the  {)rospect   of  an  action  which  would 
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case  his  lu-w  ]y  and  nnroiiit'ortahly  awakciu'd  conscience. 
"Ill  K'>  t.T-iii..rnA\  ;  I'll  take  Miriaiii;  tlicril  diccr 
111"  olc  lady  uji  a  litaj)'"  " 

Lolli    recalled    Ihc    el.liT    Mr>.    Siiiilh\    ^rectin;;    of 
lier>elf. 

"I  uoiild  not  take  Miriam  the  lir>t  time."  ^Iie  eaii- 
lionrd;  "yoiir  inolher  docMrt  like  ^ypsie>.  and  rni;.;!il 
lie  unkind   lo  lier." 

Hut  Miriam  had  no  mtention  ot'  ^'oinp. 
"I's  will  nol  -(>  in  Iricndlines-,  (o  the  Iioiim-  of  a 
(inraii,'."  di.'  cried.  '•  No.  nol  even  |o  the  house, .f 
thy  mother.  O  hclov.'d'  I's  .i  true  K.uyplia.u  and  a 
UalormciiLrro'  J's  will  not  do  so.  lest  I  I.e  tricked 
into  remaininiT." 

"Nc\-er  worry  "hout  sfai/in'  on  th"  farm,"  he  re- 
a.ssnred  her.  "I  wouldn"!  ncv<T  do  thet  a^^ain  myself. 
P.nt  wait  li.>re.  ef  yer  like,  an'  I'll  j:et  mother  fer  join 
111'   trilic.   instead," 

Uith    which    sanixuine    and    optimistic    remark,    he 
arose  to  say  uood   ni^'ht. 

Lolli  lay  wide  .awake  for  ;i  hum  (in:c  iipo?i  fier 
pallet-hed  within  ihc  lit  tie  covered  cart,  and  thought 
over  the  hol)l.lc-dedioy'>  >tory  and  her  own  j)arl  of 
i)ro^i(].■nce  in   it.      Hut    -he  was  so  unaccu-stomed  to 
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sleeping  under  tlio  ciin\;t^  Ixjod  tluil  presently  the  lack 
of  uir  began  to  sliile  her.  and  risin-.  >he  opened  one  ()f 
tlie  flaps  and  j/inning  il  I)ac'k  to  let  In  the  hreeze. 
pulled  iier  mattress  to  the  opening  and  lay  >o  that 
slie  could  look  out  into  the  night.  The  canij)  was 
dreaming  in  the  \vl,..e  moonlight,  and  everything  was 
huslied  with  that  jjregnant  silence  which  belongs  to 
living  things  asleej).  From  the  most  distant  tenl 
hy  the  brook  arose  the  ihiti  wail  of  an  infant,  feelily 
piercing  the  stillness.  Il  mu>t  be  I'Vnnella.  lh(>  little 
basket  maker's  chiM,  whieh  had  been  born  that  day, 
mused  Lo'li;  and  she  smiled  as  she  thought  of  the 
young  woman's  hai)piness  and  of  the  joyously  expeet- 
ant  Miriam.  .  .  .  Suddenly,  the  whiteness  of  the 
night  was  bl(>iied  out.  and  with  a  chill  of  terror  she 
l)eheld,  within  a  few  inche>  of  her  own.  the  face  of  the 
man  from  whom  Cecil  had  rescued  her. 
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ATE  on   tlu'  iiioniin^'    tullowin^   tlic  (  liiclicstcrs" 
uocturnal   episode.    wlnCli   had  x)  distre.vsed 
the  l)ankcraiid  lelt  him  in  ^iicli  a  dih'iiuna  in 
re^Mrd   to   hi.s   wilVs    l)ehavi(jiir.    Lady    Hylliary    was 
tlriviug   eastward    Irom    Jiroadway    ihroii^di    a   street 
ill  the  Thirties.     She    had   just    come    from   a    most 
successful  suffrage  meeting  in  one  of  the  theatres  of 
tliat  district,  at  which  she   had    been  chief  speaker. 
Her    tliin    face    still  glowed  witli  the  memory  of  her 
welcome,  and  of  her  subseciueiit  triumphs  in  the  cross 
tire  of  questions  from  the  audience.     Tliose  doubters 
who  were  unfortimate  enough  to  make  unintelligent 
queries    or    (juerulous    anti-franchise    statements    had 
met  with  scant  mercy  at  her  hands;  while  those  with 
stronger    arguments    found   her   more   than  a   match 
for    their    best    endeavours.      It     had    all    gone    most 
satisfactorily,  and  she  was  disjx.sid  to  beam  upon  the 
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worid  ;it  I  T'^c.  .'vrii  (hoii^'li  tlic  cnh  in  wliirh  she  rode 
was  .'*)iii  what  atificiit  and  joaiuv'd  lier  about  most 
a!)oniiiial'!\  ,  'loide^  ^kidding  upon  the  wet  a.si)halt, 
for  it  \va>  iiniiiiH;^  rain. 

In  tlii-  i>I    I -a  lit  mood  she  peered  from  the  window, 
looking'    al    the    streets   ;is   she   passed    with    interest 
and      iirlcMiv.     Tlie    city    had    altered  marvellously 
since  lur  iirlhood  tlays,  when  she  had  last  lived  there, 
and  whal  was  not  new  and  confusing  was  old  with  the 
rhann    nf    I'aiiiiliar   things   in   disguise.     Houses   tliat 
liad  witi!("<'^e,i  the  festivities  of  her  youth  were  sordid 
lodgings  or  draggled  tenements  with  wretched  shops 
heneath.      When-  once  the  eoinfortahle  hut   ugly  resi- 
dence of  some  wealthy  family  had  stood,  a  theatn- 
with  a  mock-Greek  portico  had  sprung  up  in  marhie 
splendour,  while  on  either  hand  stood  dirty,  namele>s 
houses    with    closeti    slnilters    like    we.'iry,    dissipated 
eyes  in  .skv'[).      How  it  had  changed,  all  this  neighbour- 
hood!    There  stood  the  very  house  where  she  had  made 
her  first  bow  to  socit-ty.     .\  second-hand  clothes  deali-r 
had  it  now.  and  a  modern  show-window  on  the  grouiui 
floor  (li-jil  ivi'd    a    flufTy    mass  of   somewhat   dubious 
finery.     .     .     .     'i'he  street  .swarmed  with   humanity. 
.     .     .     How    things    glittered    Iti    the    wet!     .     .     . 
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Il<.\v  niro  tlirsc  \)Qnp\o  won-!     ^■.•..  .ill  of  tlicm,  I'ust 
lifcnisc   tlu'y   were   alive  arid  lnunan.      .      .      .      Kven 
til--  r.iiiiiod   urcliins  1\utv.   wlio.  with  a  -^'i-iicroiis  im- 
pulse, were  sharing  a  pair  of  roller  skaU-s  ami  shriok- 
iiii,'   their  cnjoyineut  loud  orioii^'h   to  I.e   heard   even 
aliove    (he    roar   of   tlio   trallie;   even    the    ]r.i^\y    and 
sn>|)ieious-I(K;kinp  fat  woman  who  came  out  of  a  ^ta^'e 
entrance,  a  wardrobe    mistress   prohahly,  hard  faced. 
I>ut  of  an  a^'e  to  which  no  human  hein^'  lives  withont 
Iiavini,'  done   some  ^(nnl.     I-lven    the  corrupt-looking 
ollicer  of  the  law  who  lonn!,'ed  against  the  entrance 
to  a  gaudy  saloon;  or  the  poor,  lo>t  soul  who  hurried 
along  in  the  sliadow  of  the  houses.  frigliten(>d  at   find- 
ing   herx'lf    abroad    in    the     wholosonu'  light    of  day. 
.     .     .     Vos,    she    liked    them    all! 

Whenever  Lady  Hylliary  felt  (>lated  she  condoned 
hnmam'ty:  whenever  dejected,  she  laughed  at  if. 

They  had  almost  reached  Sixth  Avenue.  How  well 
she  rememliered  when  that  elevated  road  was  huilt. 
though  >he  would  never  have  saiil  so  aloud:  hut  ro- 
mcnil.er  it  she  did!  How  angry  the  I'rendergn.sts, 
whose  house  was  rendered  uninhaliitahle  \>y  the  new 
structure,  had  lieen  wlseii  if  was  erected.  Was  not 
this  the  very  street  that   their  houM-  had  >fo()d  on? 
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Slic  Iraiir.l  foru.inl  to  look.  \'f^,  tlirrr  it  w.i^,  >lic 
woultl  Im-  at  it  .liRctly:  l»ut  liow  .Iroadfully  it  was 
altered!  A  '^liop  willi  (grated  windows  had  Ixcii 
installed,  and  a  -idc  ciitraiicc  with  a  vestil»iil<'  door 
marked  "itrivat*-  cntranee"  had  l>fcn  Iniilt  out  in 
the  (TO-.-;  street,  'rheii.  as  she  looked,  a  well-known 
figure  r.iiii"  out  of  lliisdoor.  and,  opening  an  unilirell.i, 
started  uptown  on  foot. 

At  first  she  rould  scarcely  Kelieve  her  eyes,  and, 
st.irtleii.  she  looked  ai^ain.  No!  she  had  made  no 
rai.stake!  An  instant's  thoughl  decided  her  course 
of  action,  ;uid  re. I  raining'  the  impulse"  to  slop  the  cab 
she  waited  until  they  had  erosM-d  Sixth  Avenue,  and 
then  pnttius'  Iier  head  out  of  tlie  window  to  the  im- 
mediate ruin  of  a  French  hat,  slie  gave  the  driver  an 
order. 

•Tni  to  foUer  that  young  woman?  Ves,  ma"ani!" 
he  replied  wltli  interest,  turning  his  vehicle  uptown. 

At  Forty -second  Street  the  cross-town  traffic  held 
them  up  for  wh.it  -.( cmed  an  uneon.scionahle  length 
of  time,  ar.d  Lady  Hylliary  frowned  with  inipatienee. 
Would  they  never  get  by?  "Plague  take  the  traffic," 
she  grumbled ;  "  we've  lost  touch  with  her.  Fm  certain 
it  was  she,  though.  1  must  drive  on  and  let  Jack  know." 
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\  iiriu'lilniiiriiiL'  clock  looiiicrj  ;it,«,\c  (|,,.  c.irriapcs 
iihoiiil.  "Atlcr  lu.'l\c  ..'clock:  '\\„,  I;,t(>  now  in 
.my  c:i-c  I,,  rc;icli  her  IuiicImou  cnu.i^rt.incDf .  imlrss 
>li<-  liiriicd  alx.iit  ;iii.l  st.irtcl  at  once.  Miif  tliis  .she 
did  no(  do.  and  ooti  I  he  iioliccniati's  whistle  released 
tlnni  .ind  she  told  the  dri\  er  to  coritiniic  ii|i  the  avenu*' 
to  till-  rhielifslcr^'  house. 

When  I„ni;   ojiethd  in  answer  to  Ikt  iriiiialitMit  ring 
she     irriMiedialely    asko<l: 
"  I-    Mrs.   Cliichcster  in?''" 

"No.  my  lady."  he  rcf)lie(l;  "I. lit  the  master,  he'.s 
in  the  litiriry. "' 

"  Ml  ri-!il.  I'll  ;:,i  there.  Please  telej)h(.ne  af  once 
I"  (lie  Hotel  Marie  Antoinette  that  I  shall  l>e  unable 
lo  hineh  with  the  Daiii^'hters  of  I.ilierty.  Imt  that  I 
-liall  try  to  ;,'et  tliere  in  time  to  deli\-er  my 
si»eecli.  " 

Then   she  swej>t   down   the   hall    lo   tlie   lil.rary  and 
entered  without   knoekiiii,'. 

John  riiiehester  was   in   the  art  of  wrilitiL'  a  letter, 
l>u(  ;ir()se  hastily  upon  seeiut:  her. 

"1>  it  of  r?arlinra?'*  ho  crieil  at  sif,'ht  of  lier  agitated 
faee. 

"No."    -ihe    replied,    >huttim;    the    door   hehiud   her. 


HKFKiis    ro    iiii:  (oi  N  I  iiM'i.o  r 

"Ilul  it's  suiiu'lhing  serious.  1  liave  just  seen  Atlck* 
ooiiif  out  of  u  ii,iwiiI)roker's  office  on  Sixth  Avenue. 
Ailliougli  it  was  rairiiag  slu-  was  on  foot,  as  if  she  had 
wuntt'd  ti»  krcp  licr  visit  there  a  secret. 

"A  pawnshop!"  lie  exehiitm-ii  "Are  you  sure  it 
was  she?" 

lady  Ilylliary  iiuule  a  gesture  of  impatience. 

■'("erlainly,"  .siie  asserted.  "Do  yi.ii  -iipposi.'  I 
-!iouId  IiJive  eiiine  lnTe  to  It'll  you  if  llicif  wen-  any 
.|(inl>t>  ahouf    tlir  facts?" 

"N'li  rii>,  of  coiirx'  not'"  Ik'  reislied.  '"  l$i!t  how 
-iraii;^e!     Has  >lie  rrturiird  yet!'" 

"  N'o.  Lang  .^ay■^  not,""  -he  an-wired.  ■'^\llat  are 
'.  oil  Ljoing  to  do?" 

"A-k  her  why  she  wen!  Ilicrc"  lu-  said  --Iniiily ;  "her 
arisuer  may  clear  up  many  lliinu;>." 

"Hum!"  >aid  his  sislcr-iiidaw,  "^o  I  >uppose.  15ul 
for  Heaven's  sake,  my  dcai'  lioy,  he  carrhil  \i'<\\  ycii 
doit!  Pardon  my  ini'iitioiiiiii^Ml ,  hilt  y  >ii  -re  how  your 
-oinewhatiraseihle  temper  ha>  alFccl.-d  your  d.iu-hler'j 
ociiaviourl 

He  flushed  up  angrily,  hut  h.-ld  his  tongue.  Chi- 
ehester  had  had  more  than  on.-  i  ncounter  with  .la net 
and  had  invariably  heeu  wo;>teil,  his  annoiir  of  dig- 
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nifiod  self-consequence  being  hut  poor  defence  against 
her  wit.  So  instead  of  replying  as  he  would  have  liked 
ft),  he  asked  with  some  assumption  ui  mildness: 

"Since  yoii  have  so  poor  an  npinion  of  rny  j)owers 
as  a  diplomat,  perhaps  you,  in  your  superior  ca})acitv, 
will  suggest  a  better  way  of  a])j)roachii!-  her  thau 
mine?" 

"If  you  will  answer  uie  a  feu  questions.  f)erhaps  I 
can,"  she  replied,  not   in  th-  least  abashed. 
He  lifted  his  eyebrows. 

"You  may  ask  if  you  wi.sh,"  .said  I  "and  if  I  n^ply 
at  all  it  shall  be  .absolutely  truthfully.  But  if  I  s(-e 
fit.  I  shall  not  answer.  One  can  never  t<'ll  v.  hat  you 
uill  ask    next,  you   know." 

"\ery  well.  A:e  you  niggardly  about  the  auioui;t 
of  money  you  give  her.'"' 

"That  <I(>j)eu(N  u))()n  your  estimate  of  generosity." 
he  -aidg/iuly,  ".-ue  has  an  allowance  of  five  thousand 
dollars  a  year,  and  imliiuited  credit,  which  means. 
•  it  course,  that  I  fool   most  of  th.-  bills." 

"That'.s  very  little  ready  inoney  for  a  woman  in  her 
position,"  said  her     uffrag(tte  lady,  lii,,. 

".\delc  i.s  absolutely  uitiioul  i\  uotion  as  to  its 
value,"  he  asserted;  "besides,  as  1  .say.  she  has  a  great 
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many  l)ilK;  i>r;iclic;il!y  all  of  her  t-xpiMicliture  is  charged 
to  my  account." 

"I  see,"  said  Janet;  "credit  at  several  shops  and 
modistes'  establishments  where  she  has  to  get  Iht 
things  whether  slic  wants  to  or  not.  " 

"Nonsense!  She  lias  everything  she  desires."  hr 
retorted,  somewhat  nettled.  "I  tell  you  Adele  has 
no  head  for  figure^^.  and  for  that  reason  I  kc'p  Iht 
allowance  small.  But  she  is  at  j)erfect  lihfTty  to 
buy  what  she  i)leas(s,  both  she  and  Barbara." 

His  \-f)ice  rather  failed  as  he  spoke  his  daughter's 
name,  and  Lady  Hylliary  replic  d  hastily  to  cove;-  his 
emotion. 

"Has  .she  any  ;)roj)erty  of  Iut  own?" 

"Nothing  which  she  could  liijuidate  without 
tny  knowledge,"  he  rei)lied.  "'i'his  house  staiid> 
in  her  name,  as  do  the  Lenox  and  East  Hampton 
places." 

"That  gives  her  the  right  to  vote  on  three  school 
boards!"  exclaimed  Janet,  her  mind  for  the  m(»n)eni 
sidetracked  by  this  inadvertent  touch  uooti  iiie 
border  of  her  life  interest.     "Does  .she  do  it?" 

"Of  course  "  tt!"  he  frowned.  "I  would  not  have 
her  mix  herself   up  in   any  such   matter  even  if  .she 
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wished  lo,  wliicli  she  is  far  from  doin-,'.      Hut   aro  we 
not  straying'  from  tljc  snlijcci  ?"" 

"True.  So  il  is  cxiilcnl  l!i,il  Ade!.-  could  not  iin- 
inodiuli-ly  nii.sc  very  niucli  moii(>y.  if  she  suddenly 
needed  to?" 

"I  did  not  s;iy  tliiit."  lie  said;  "slie  lias  only  to  apply 
to  nie  for  any  sum  witliin  reason." 

"Then  the  ol)\ions  ((nieln^iuii  i<  that  s'-  ■  needs 
ni.iney  for  -onie  i)nr[)ose  which  >hi'  wishes  to  keep 
from  youT'  know  jedii'e." 

■'\'cn.  evidently."  he  answiTcd  dryly.  "Have  you 
any  idea  of  what   (he  reason   may  be?" 

"None   whatever." 

"Any  su^rtrestions  to  oif<>r?" 

S!ie  shook  her  head. 

"It's  a  mystery  t<i  me,"  she  d'-ehired,  "and  I  only 
MiiTtrest  (hat  yon  do  it  mildly.  He^in  hy  simj)ly  asking 
her  where  she  has  heen." 

Tie  smiled  .is  at  an  a.musiii;;  recollection,  hut  one 
with  hiderness   in  il.  too. 

"I  nnght  try  that   first,"  !„.  .,,id. 

Ju.st  then  some  one  was  he.ird  to  come  in  at  the 
front  door  and  «o  upstairs.  Chichester  opened  the 
door  a  Irille  and  listened. 
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"  It  is  she,"  he  said  briefly. 

"May  I  come?  she  asked,  .oUowing  him  into  the 
hail.  He  nodded,  and  together  they  wcul  up  the 
wide   staircase. 

Mrs.  ("hiehester  was  taking  otf  her  hat  wht-n  they 
came  in.  A  look  of  aiinoyam-e  wliidi  she  was  not 
quick  nor  clever  enough  to  conceal  cro'^^cd  her  Face 
before  she  thoughl  to  control  it.  Evidently  she  had 
expected   to  see   neither   her   lin>l)and    nor   her   >i->trr 

"Why,  where  did  you  drop  from?"  .>he  asked  j)l;iy 
fully.  "I  thought  you  were  lunclnng  out,  .laek? 
And  .Janet I  L^  it  possii)Ie  that  you  have  a  disengaged 
meal  hour?" 

"Half-hour  only,"  said  Lady  Hylliary.  "How 
wet  you  are.     Go  and  change  at  once." 

"Yes,  you  look  uncomfortable."  added  her  husband. 
"Where  have  you  been  to  get  drenched  in  thai 
fashion?" 

"I  have  been  around  at  Elsie  Hammond's  i)laying 
bridge  all  morning."  she  ;..iswered  carelessly.  '"It 
was  only  two  blocks  away,  and  so  I  did  not  trouble 
to  send  for  the  motor.  I  believe  I  will  change  my 
things,  though,  if  you  will  amuse  yourselves  tor  a 
momcul  or  two." 
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"Jauct  tlioughl  she  saw  you  down  town  this  morn- 
ing," said  Chichester.  His  wife  looked  at  him  calmly. 
"It  was  down  <m  Sixth  .V venue,  didn't  you  say.^" 
turning  to  Lady  liylliary  for  corroboration. 

"Yes.  it  was."  flic  l.tttcr  as-^entcii.  "Wliat  on 
earth  were  you  doing  tlierr  in  thi>  weatlier,  ..ud  oa 
foot  at  that?" 

The  qtjestion  r;irnr  nnr\[)cct('dly,  Imi  Adclr  did 
not  flinch. 

'■  \  on  were  mistaken,"  sh  '  I,  riii^irm  lur  cvchrows 
at  her  sister  in  -rpri.se.  i  wi  ut  only  to  the  Ham- 
monds. 1  liave  not  heen  down  town,  an.il  am  not  ((uile 
niad  enough  to  go  on  foot  even  in  tfic  iincst  weather. 
And  now  Til  ^n  and  ehang(>;  would  you  mind  ringing 
for  the  maid!'  .Vnd  will  voii  call  up  KI>ic  and  say 
that  if  flicy  find  a  >mall,  ^old-mesh  bag  it  is  mine."* 
Till-  "phone  is  riglil  there  be-idc  yon  on  llie  desk." 

She  went  iiilo  flie  bedroom,  lea\ing  the  iloor  ajar. 
Lady  liylliary  and  Chichester  exchanged  glances,  and 
the  latter  went  to  the  t;'lephone.  Ik'  obtained  the 
desired  number,  and  presently  was  .speaking  to  Mrs. 
Hammond.      'anet  li-tened  intently. 

"...  Yes,  this  is  Jiajk  Chichester,  Elsie. 
Did   .\dele   iea\-e   her   little  gold   l)ag  at  your  house? 
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Oh.  you  found  it  and  wundercd  to  wlioiu  il 
belonged  .  .  .  1'liuiik>  aurally.  .  .  .  N'lj,  I 
beg  you  will  nut  Injui/lc  lo,  1  will  sfud  Lung  iiroiiml 
fur  it  this  afliTiiooii.  .  .  .  Thanks,  I  will  with 
pleasure,  very  st«jii.  (iood-bycl" 

Uc  hung  up  the  riM't-ivcr,  and  turned  to  Janet  wiili 
an  inquiring  look.  Hit  eyes  had  not  i.jst  their  gleam 
of  suspicion,  altiiough  she  now  wore  u  somewhat 
puzzled  eK])re>--ioii  as  \\v\i. 

"It's  all  right,  Adele,"  lu'  ealied  to  his  wife.  "She 
found  it  after  you  hid  left.' 

Then  he  turned  lo  Lady  HyUiary  with  an  expression 
which  plainly  showed  a  malicious  satisfaction  in  having 
proved  her  mistaken  for  once  at  least;  wliile  she.  angry 
and  aslianied,  lie^ran  lo  wonder  how  she  could  have 
made  sucli  an  idiotic  mistake. 

There  was  certainly  inijre  than  a  resemblance 
betwc(  the  woman  whom  she;  had  seen  coming  out 
,f  ihe  pawnbroker's  shop  and  her  sister.  Why,  their 
very  clothes  were  alike!  IIow  w;is  it  possible  that 
she  could  be  so  completely  wrong?  Adele  mu.sl  be 
lyiim'.  And  there  stood  Jat'k  looking  at  her  like  a 
Presbyterian  minister  at  a  temp(  ranee  meeting,  just 
as    if    he  had  uot  been  ready  enough  to  susjjecl  his 
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wife  of  collie  uii^fliicf  not  Icn  i.iiimtcs  Mncc.  Wljul 
3c-ll-o;ili^(!rcl  liyj)ocri(e>  uu-ii  weru.  Evidently  ho 
luitj  cuucluilej  I  hut  .-,1k-  /uul  inadr  ;i  riii^thke  regarding 
liie  WDiiian  .she  had  ^rcn  and  j)eriiap.->  i,hc  had. 
'1  he  little  scene  .just  enacted  wa.s  so  phui.sii)h>, 
.so  natural,  that  .she  lu'-an  to  helieve  thai  .she 
might  po.s.sihiy  have  Ix-en  doing  Adele  an  injustice. 
Still,  whatever  John  Chiehe^ter  iniglil  rhoosc  to  ihii'k, 
she,  Jaiiel,  could  not  succeed  !•<  entirely  extinguishing 
the  su--|>  cions  which  smouldered  in  her  brain,  hall 
lornied  a>  tiic-e  suspicioiis  weri ,  and  vague  as.sliewa.s 
a.s  to  their  exact  character.  She  was,  in  I'ael,  lirnily 
C()n\in(cd  that  there  ua.s  a  mystery  here  somewher(\ 
Ilo\ve\LT.  an  cailward  sign  of  rejientanee  and  con- 
version \va>  now  in  order,  unle.ss  there  was  to  he  u  row 
l)i-tweeii  her  and  her  hrother-indaw;  and  she  prejiared 
to  keep  her  dignity  hy  aoologizing  inunediately,  of 
her  own  accord.  Suddenly  he  took  Lis  cyca  from  hers 
and  sptjke. 

"Shall  we  go  down   to  huiclicon?"  he  said  lightly. 
"SIm'   will   he  along  directly,    I  expect." 

'■  \'ery  well,"  she  as.sented.      '*  Hut,  .lack,"  she  added 
as  soon  as  they  were  alone  in  the  hall,      "I  just  want 

lo  say  how  ashaiued  and  sorry    " 
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"Y„u  need  not."  he  said  hriskly.  '•y..u  nniy  span- 
yourself  the  pains.  We  have  let  our  imaginations 
run  away  with  us." 

As  they  descended  to  the  dining  room.  Chiehesters 
step  was  liflhter  and  his  hearing  gnyer  than   it    h.-d 
been   for   weeks.      In   this   in.stanee,    at    any    rat.-,    his 
wife  was  vindicated,  and  as  the  i)resent    matter  was 
so  easily  cleared  up,  might  not  her  accuunt  ..f  how  she 
had  spent  th<-  previotis  evening  he  as  true  as  that  of 
tl,i.   morning's   .u'cupMtion'     Only  once   did   a   doul.t 
shadow  his  mind,  and  that  was  the  recollection  <.f  Uie 
perfume  worn  by  the  woman  in  the  park.     But  th.-re 
was  a  possible  explanation  even  for  that.     Mipht  not 
some  woman   he  impersonating  his  wife  for  a  reason 
.till  unguessed?     Her  maid,  perhaps;  or  could  it  be 
—  Barbara? 
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TO  RETURN  to  tlir  doings  of  our  belled  earl. 
For  a  man  \s  iio  was  usually  rather  reticent, 
Clianihoyne  had  a  reinarkah!;-  largo  vorah- 
ulary  which  he  -•l<l()in  juit  to  ii-,-  sa'\'  when  iiruler 
severe  stress.  Included  in  thi-  choict  oolleetion  of 
words  were  many  which  could  not  ha/e  f)ccn  foinxi 
in  any  dictionary,  l.uL  which,  none  the  less,  were 
fraught  with  meaning.  The  best  of  these  were  brought 
into  play  during  the  first  few  moments  that  he  stood 
in  tlic  brilliant  sunlight  regarding  the  emi)ty  camp 
on  the  morning  of  l.olji's  unheralded  desertion  of  him. 
To  lii>  credit  be  it  said  thai  mi.sl.  if  r..  .  ail.  the  nn- 
complimenlary  remarks  were  directed  at  hiniMlf. 

Ha\ing  sati.sfied  himself  that  she  reidly  ha.l  none. 
and  wa.>  not  |)la\ing  him  a  trick,  he  ann<  unced  him- 
self 111  turn  to  be  several  varieties  of  a  certain  long- 
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eared  species,  ;m  utniiciilioual'Ic  kind  nf  iiliof.  and 
an  accurscil  .sentiinciilalisl  ami  dream  clia-^ir.  And 
tlie  responsihility  for  lii>  liavin^' l)ec(>mr  al!  lln-.,.  ihings 
he  j)Ut  upo?!  \aA\\.  \Vliat  clx'.  llioii^li,  t>ii<;lil  lie  t(» 
have  exi)ecled  frdiii  a  mviiii:  irypsy  </\t\,  a  eommun 
litUe  pcihller?  I'nit  slic  "'a-v//'/ a  cuiiimoii  lit'ili'  pcddl.T 
ves  she  was,  confound  Iht:  no,  of  <()ur-c  >h('  was 
n«)t.  for  .^hc  wa.-  supretncly  an  Indi\idnal,  no  nialter 
what  luT  chiss.  Tlien  v.  Iiy  in  thnndcr  and  >cv.Tal 
other  Ihings)  had  she  pone  sneaking  oti'  like  I  hi-,  with- 
out even  the  decency  of  a  good-!)ye?  'f'his  iv>l)h' hird 
of  poverty-trickcn  acre-  was  as  .in;^ry  with  h,i>  nynii)h 
as  he  was  in  lo\  c  willi  lier  —  which  is  >aying  a  good 

deal! 

Not  tlial  lie  amdy/.ed  it  thus  liimsclf;  to  hi<  own 
thinking,  he  was  merely  anpry  —  he  had  !iccn  UKuh' 
a  fool  of  —  taken  up  and  ])Iay(>d  with  only  to  lie 
thrown  down  al  will  hy  this  golden-eye.l  girl,  as 
though  he  were  a  tny  of  which  she  had  tired. 

Cecil  considered  thi>  matter  a  litth^  while  and 
came  .slowly  to  a  n^dizalion  of  lu)w  highly  he  had 
heen  vai,.ing  himself.  Then  he  look(>d  earnestly 
at  the  trunk  of  the  oak  tree  under  which  he  stood,  and 
told  it  il'at  !;(>  was  a  cad. 
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The  conriusioii  u.i>  mon  n-ailily  nMrh.-'J  than  it 
would  lia\c  l)fcri  a  innatli  .'arliiT,  lor  tlie  j.a^t  few 
<lay>  had  hccii  uoiulcrfully  .■durational  to  liiiri.  Hut 
l.'ili  did  not  know  wliat  had  l.t-cn  Koiiig  on  in  hi,  mind 
and  tlicrcl'nrc  hi^  (•addi>hn('>,  did  not  cxcnsc  lur  in 
tiir  If.'ist,  Snrjdcnly  \u-  '^vow  v.ry  ati^'ry  a-ain  and 
Mriolc  the  unrrspunsiv.-  ..ak  with  a  nice,  .smooth  ,|..nr. 
This  rxliiMlion  ol'  vi(,!,ii(c  M.i.thcd  him  Mini. -what. 
i"'--^ <•''    il-    ll<>    liil     the   r\,i(t    knot-holr    lur    uhirli    I,.' 

aim<-d.  and  he  then  turn.-.l  t,,  tin-  makim,'  of  a  ralhcr 
unsatisfaclory  l.n-akta->l  of  ov.-rdon.-  I.acnn  and 
underdone  cofree.  which  li,'  contrix-ed  to  eoneoet  f„r 
'''"'■^'■ll'  "Hf    "f   the  >|.,i-e,   remainim,'   in   hi,   wayon. 

A-  lie  ate  di>eon>,,hitely.  he  {.undered  upon  hi-; 
iH-xt  move,  'i'lie  Idwerinn;  ma>s  of  hi>  \va<,'on  wilii 
its  hnliiant  load  of  .sticky  new  chairs  cau^dil  his  eye. 
:ind  v.ilh  a  lar-.-  slice  of  l,iva,l  in  ,,ne  hand,  and 
a  cup  suspended  half-way  to  his  nuMith  in  thcotlicr.he 
jiuused  to  revile  his  incubus. 

".fiist  look  at  the  .himned  tliin.tr,"  he  remarked  in 
an  .,minou,Iy  mihJ  tone;  "what  am  I  K«'in«  to  do 
uith  il  .'  ()hvi,,usly  1  cannot  drive  it  up  to  I'res- 
ctfs  door;  he'd  fall  on  my  neek,  thinking  I'd  tnnud 
Sociulist  —  I  should  never  he  ahle  to  exi)lain  it  away. 
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I    can't    Ica\('    il    li'-rr-         thai    uoilhl    li<-    tuo    \v;t-«t('fiil. 

willi    -11    iiiariv     thairli'ss    peojilf    in    [\iv    unrM.      Ami 

then  tluTo  an-  I  Ik'  liursc-.." 

llvn-  Ik'  iil»->fiilly  liil   at    tin-  iii[),   swori-,  l)il    at    the 

bread.  aii<l   n-^utiicd   lii>  solilcxiuy. 

"I  iniijlit  fi'wr  it  away!      Sa>   I  uhM  a  tramp  I  mit,'lit 

tell  Iiilil   I"  coinc  Ihti'  and  p-i    tli'-  tliiiiL'.    tli.:l   lie  eiiiiM 

have   it    with    tny    lilcs>;in^.      Hut    would    m-    take    it? 

No.      1    --ui)!)!)-!'    III. I.      in    all    iJrohaliility    lie    woidd 

coneiiKl''   thai    I    h'.d    sldleii    ll    and   '^o   for  the   police; 

or  i)erha|)s  men-ly  run  tor  Iii>  life  iiikKt  the  iinpr<'s>iori 

that   I  was  niad." 

Then   a   -"low   process   of   reasoniuij   took   possession 

of  him.  What  u.i^  it  that  De  X'aux  had  done  with  lii> 
racing  slud  uhen  he  wanted  to  p't  rid  of  it.''  l>y 
Jove,  yes!  'I'liat  was  it!  l)e  \'aux  .^ald  it.  ev(>ry 
horse!  The  thinir  to  do  was  to  sell  the  outfit,  lint 
how?  He  was  familiar,  to  a  moderate  extent,  with 
the  process  cif  hiiyinLr.  I'ut  how  did  one  jfo  ahout  the 
other  end  of  such  transael  ions? 

"Bosh!"  he  fiually  exclaimed  aloud.  "Of  rour.se 
I  ran  s,]!  the  whole  shehan^'.  I'll  let  it  <:o  ehenj), 
say  live  jionmls,  or  so.  They  are  nice  eh.airs,  and 
fairly  deceni  horsc^.      Surely  some  one  will  huy  them." 
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With  this  <ij)tiinistic  resolve,  be  jiruse,  and.  hastily 
j^atheriiif:  uj)  tin-  dishes,  piled  them  inti)  the  t«»ol 
box  and  set  ul)out  harnessiiijj  tlic  horsi-s.  rhi>  he 
nrr(itiipli>liid  with  cast-,  haviii;,'  Ih-coiiic  an  (■\i)ert 
iin.l. T  Kulli's  eritieal  eye.  Then,  clinihiim  into  iiis 
lofty  seat,  hi-  drove  (ill  in  the  u'cncral  dincl  idii  of 
Barrin^'toii.  the  nearest  large  town.  uhi<li  he  had 
expected  to  |)ass  through,  en  route,  with  I.olli.  ;ind 
had  given  as  a  possible  ad<lress  in  his  Kllcr  to  I.ady 
Ilylliary.  Tlierc  he  uoiiM  drive  liis  iiargain  and  get 
his  mail:  Ihiis  he  tried  In  elieer  himself. 

I  lie  horses  were  fresh  from  their  long  rest,  and  drew 
the  big  load  briskly.  With  liard  driving  he  hoped 
to  reueh  Burringlon  that  night. 

.\s  he  sped  i\r'  .  the  beauty  of  the  day  entcr'-'^  his 
.spirit,  and  dc^i)ite  himself,  his  wrath  against  his  late 
conij)anion  began  to  cool,  and  a  sort  of  Mlf-j)ity  and 
feeling  of  being  iinjn-lly  abused  eanii'  n!)oii  liim.  He 
loved  her;  she  ua^  l!ie  only  woman  in  the  world  for 
hini.  Why  had  >he  treated  him  llnis?  Hut  then, 
of  course,  she  could  not  very  well  know  of  this  love 
of  his,  since  he  had  not  o.dy  refrained  from  informing 
her  of  il,  I)iif  had  done  everything  in  his  power  to 
conceal  it  from   her!     And   now  lie  was  glad  he  had 
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done  so -- .it  l(•;l•^t  ^o  lif  loM  liimsclf  —  fur  In- 
evifUnlly  niciinl  iiothitif^  to  Ikt;  trrtiiinly  iiothiiiL' 
more,  at  uny  rate,  Ih.iii  a  iVIlow  traveller  \v!jo  IkhI  Ixeii 
of  assistance  lo  her  am'  uiioiii  -.In-  lia'l  amply  repaid 
hv  lior  eoini)anv  for  a  little  wi'.v.  It  was  onlv  too 
true  that  lir  liaij  ii<>  real  claim  iipoii  licr,  li  •  tlioii^'iit 
hilterly,  anil  of  a  surety  he  would  f)ursiie  li.r  no 
further.  She  li.ul  rnnlr  it  jilain.  i)y  her  actio;  .  that 
she«lid  not  wish  liitii  almiit  any  lonj^er.  IIa<l  ln'  foiiiul 
the  least  indication  of  licr  liaviuf^  left  1  ini  atjainst  lier 
will,  of  havin<,'  been  carri«'(l  ol!'  l.y  sonic  gypsy  enemy, 
or  anything  of  that  sort,  Im-  would  have  followed  her 
to  llic  t  imU  of  the  cartli.  and  left  no  [>lace  uns<'arclied 
until  In'  found  licr.  I>iit  her  voluntary  desertion 
had  wounded  lii'^  pride  There  was  hut  utic  tliin;,' 
t(<  do,  pul  I'll-  whole  ridicnlou-  c|ii>ode  liehin<l  liirn 
and  live  out  his  life  as  hest  Ii.'  ciuild,  apart  from  all 
womankind. 

II»'  had  just  reached  this  inel.ineholy  eonclu.sion 
when  a  shrill  feniinifie  voice  hrokr  in  ujion  his  reflec- 
tions  with    the   cry: 

"Ilcy.  there,  young  feller!"  repeated  several  times 
with   ear-.splitting   insistence. 

So  surprised  wa>  he  at    this  unexpected    hail    that 
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he  iinulniit.iril.v  'In-u  .('in.  and  hcforc  lie  omlil  collect 
his  wil.N,  a  hir^^'.  cldcrlv  vonuui  with  a  licaviui:.  calico- 
coveri'd  b()><>ru  of  aiiiplc  propurtioii>  had  waddl^^d 
breathlessly  down  the  path  from  a  trim  fa^Illh()^lS(^ 
arul  was  <lisriissinp  the  merits  and  lifnu^rits  of  one  of 
tli(^  red  rocking  chairs  with  a  lull,  slouching  fellow 
in  overalls,  evidently  her  son. 

"I  am  in  a  hurry,  madarae."  h(>gan  Cecil  in  a  dig- 
nified tone,  "I'm  afraid  I  cannot  wait " 

"That's  all  right,  .sonny,"  said  t!ie  woman  cheer- 
fully. "Me  an'  Hiram  won't  take  iij)  a  sjjcck  o' 
time.  When  I  make  a  trade  I  don't  go  foolin'  away 
time  as  if  I  didn't  know  what  I  wanted!  Now  Hi," 
she  went  on.  turning  to  (he  youtir,  "there  ain'l  no  use 
in  yoUi  a-i)ullin"  sceh  a  long  face;  yon  I. now  ))erfeckly 
Will  the  sunuuer  hoarders  w<in'l  '.isd  for  them 
rickiTty  old  cheers  on  the  porch  another  sea.son.  So 
cheer  up!      Whieh'll  we  take,  red  or  green?" 

"Which  is  chea])est?"  (juerled  her  son.  in  a  >(^[)ul- 
ehral    voice. 

■  They    are    both   the    same    price,"    replied    Cecil, 
'at  a  loss  what  to  .say. 

"Then    I    reckon    we'll    tak(^    red,"    said    the    boy, 
eti,    ma.'^ 
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"How  mucli  is  them  rockers?"  asked  Ihe  woman. 

Cecil's  bruin  reeled.  How  much  would  such  things 
be  worth?  Not  ii  great  deal  surely,  for  they  were  only 
made  of  eomuion  wood  wiih  wicker  >eat>.  He  '  adc 
a  wild  guess. 

■"PheN'  are  four  ^liill  -  that  is.  a  dollar."  he  .said 
fiiintly. 

".\  dollar!"  screamed  the  woman.  "I  ain't  tal  .in" 
about  them  kitclien  cheers,  I  mean  ih'  rorkerti  —  Ih" 
big  ones." 

Evidently  he  had  made  a  mistak*-.  'I'he  woman  was 
looking  at  hiu]  as  if  shr  thought  him  crazy. 

"Oh,  those?"  he  replied  with  a.ssuuied  carele.s.sne.ss. 
"  They  are  two  dollar^." 

There  was  a  hasty  whispered  consultation  between 
mother  and  .son,  during  which  he  caught  something 
about  "them  red  ones  is  worth  all  oi  five,"  and  then 
the  woman  remarked  briskly: 

"I'll  give  yer  live  dollars  an'  two  do/en  eggs  for 
three." 

"Done!"  cried  (\-eil.  who  was  anxious  to  escape. 
"Hul,  really,  you  know,  what  shall  I  do  with  the 
eggs?     Do  kec)  the  eggs!" 

The  woui'-ii  looked  surprised 
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"I  (lon'l  lake  i',i\onr.^  iroiu  iiohudy,"  sla-  suid, 
stilily.     "You'll  takf  tli"   liuil   l)usines.s,  ploasol" 

Ho  was  iniile  at  llii-i,  and  lliram  wont  into  liu-  house 
for  iho  iiiunoy  and  the  eggs,  while  Cecil  unloaded 
Uio  liiree  big  rooking  chairs  and  set  thoni  upon  the 
grass.  He  found  them  surjtrisingly  heavy;  perliaps 
they  were  uortii  nion-  than  two  dcdlars  apiece.  His 
customer  evidently  Ihou^'ht  -o,  tor  she  heamed  upon 
them  with  huge  satisfaction.  .Vlso  .she  evidently  felt 
it  incuiniient  upon  ht-r  to  say  something  pleasant, 
having  made  such  an  eminently  satisfactory  deal. 

"My!  it's  lucky  you  happened  along  tor-day." 
■he  remarked.  "I'm  cxpcctin"  th'  hoarders  tor- 
morror.  City  folks,  they  he.  Mr.  Simmins,  uj)  Lenox 
way,  he  sends  'em  every  year  —  pays  for  tli'  sick  young 
one  himself,  an'  he  ain't  ridi  at  that.  He's  th'  sail 
o'  tir  earth,  if  he  has  got  some  (pieer  notions,"  she 
dechired.  "Don't  know  what  I'd  'a  don(>  withoutm 
iiim  aft(M'  my  liu--l)and  died.  If  ever  you  git  inter 
trouble,  you  go  straight  to  Sam  Simmins.  Well. 
here's  yer  money  an'  here's  yer  eggs,"  .she  added  in  a 
different   tone,    as   ^''iram    reajjpeared. 

Cecil  leaned  from  his  perch  to  receive  his  payment . 
and  setting  tin-  box  of  fragile  treasures    iie>id<'   him, 
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he  tucked  the  money  under  it  ;md  drove  ofT  ami<I  ;i 
volley  of  "good-byes,"  and  ailinouilions  ti>  "eall 
ag'in  nex'   year." 

A  mile  b'nond  the  iiouse  he  halted  in  a  lonely,  se- 
cluded spot,  and  throwing  the  reins  around  the  whip, 
took  the  box  of  eggs  in  his  hands  and  lifted  the  cover 
a  crack.     He  lool  ?d  at  the  contents  in  pei7)lexity. 

"Oh,  (h(ir  iiicl"h('  remarked,  all  stronger  language 
seemingly  pitifully  inadequate  to  the  dtMuands  of 
the  situation. 

Then  he  made  a  cautious  descent,  placing  the  box 
.securely  on  the  chair  below  him  and  then  climbing 
down  to  it.  After  repeating  this  operation  .several 
succes.sive  times,  he  reached  the  ground  in  safety, 
and  carried  his  burden  to  the  roadside,  where  he  de- 
posited it  carefully  upon  the  ,  ass.  He  hesitated  for 
a  moment,  and  then  stooping,  he  removed  the  [)()x 
cover. 

"Perhaps  some  hen  will  find  them  and  sit  upon 
tliem,"  he  nmrmured  hopefully,  and  clambering  back 
to  his  seat,  drove  on. 

He  had  not  gone  far  when  a  slim  young  housewife 
accosted  him  and  in.sisted  upon  buying  a  clothes  rack 
—  "one  of  the  folding  kind,  for  fresh-ironed  clothes." 
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Cecil  ii;>  1  not  known  that  he  possessed  such  articles, 
and  indignantly  denied  having  any  until  she  pointed 
them  out,  strapped  iind(»rneatli  the  wapion.  A  greut 
many  little  children  hiin;,'  ahonf,  dinging  to  hiT  skirts. 
while  he  got  the  elotlies  rack  out  for  her,  and  he  refilled 
to  accept  hut  a  few  cents  in  payment.  She  must 
have  begun  her  struiigle  with  life  very  early,  he  thought. 
looking  at  her  f;tdi'(l  prellines:,  .••id  the  scpialor 
of  her  surrounding-. 

At  tlie  farmer's  where  he  .sto{Ji)ed  to  ask  for  a  meal 
at  twelve  o'clock,  he  heing  very  hungry  hy  that  time, 
he  was  met  by  a  hearty  welcome,  rather  to  his  sur- 
prise, for  the  place  showed  signs  of  eon.-i(Urai>le  ac- 
tivity, and  he  feared  his  appearance  would  be  con- 
sidered a  bother. 

"Waal,  guess  we'll  !:ov  a  spell  <>"  r.iin  now."  said  Ills 
iiost  as  he  ushercfl  Cecil  to  a  place  i't  tiie  long,  crowded 
table.  .\t  the  wonls,  those  already  s(>atcd  —  farm 
hands,  they  were,  great  ;^lraj)ping  fellows  —  together 
with  the  fanner's  wife  and  daugh  er,  I)roke  into  a 
gale  of  laughter. 

"Cheer  peddler,  eh?'"  remarked  the  man,  who  sat 
af  Chamboyne's  right. 

"Yes,  how  did  you  know?"  he  responded  in  .suq^rise. 
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There  was  a  renewal  of  the  laughter. 

"By  what  he  said,"  repUed  the  man,  jerking  his 
knile  in  the  direction  of  the  host,  '"bout  th'  rain, 
o'  course!" 

Ikit  Cecil,  heiiij:  unaware  of  the  New  England  tradi- 
tion that  a  eliair  pcddK^r  is  a  ^igIl  of  niiii,  did  not  rise 
with  the  smart  retort  which  they  expected  to  tlieir 
chaff;  and  >u  he  w;is  j)ut  down  in  their  estimation  ;is 
a  "good-natered  sort  of  a  cuss,"  and  received  by  tiieio 
as  such. 

After  dinner  he  was  delayerl  for  almost  an  hour 
by  the  farmer,  who  wanted  to  trade  with  him;  and  in 
common  decency  he  was  obliged  to  assent.  It  ended 
by  tlie  old  gentlemairs  taking  a  folding  bench  with 
green  legs,  for  a  dollar  and  the  dinner. 

Vs  he  drove  out  of  the  yard.  Cecil  U)oked  at  his 
watch.  It  was  j);  --l  two  o'clock  and  the  town  of  Har- 
rington, according  to  the  farmer,  was  still  twenty 
miles  away,  it  would  be  practically  imj)ossible  to 
reach  tiiere  before  night  with  his  heavy  wagon  and 
cumbersome  load.  He  might  as  well  j)roceetl  at  his 
leisure  and  find  lodging  by  the  way.  going  on  to 
his  destination  in  the  morning. 

The  experiences  of  the  forenoon  had  not  altogether 
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driven  the  delinquent  Lolli  from  his  mind,  and  at  each 
recurring  thought  of  her  his  heart  leaped  painfully, 
like  a  new  wound  upon  which  h;ttiil>  ;uv  laid;  and,  as 
he  drove  on,  the  lonj^iiig  for  hir  became  so  intense 
that  he  felt  he  nuist  di'^tract  his  thought  from  her 
or  else  go  mad.  A  picture  of  her,  with  wide  golden 
eyes  and  sweet  grave  lips,  hung  tantalizingly  before 
his  vision,  and  against  all  pride,  all  reason,  he  fell  that 
he  must  have  her  —  he  nuist  I  Bui  visions  and  dreams, 
with  the  sweet  desires  they  brought,  were  not  to 
remain  long  undisturbed. 

Some  enterj)rising  New  Englander  had  !)uilt  tiny 
bungalow^  all  over  lh(>  property  which  had  once  been 
his  fiillier"^  farm,  ami  a  dozen,  at  least,  of  innocent 
city  families  had  lieeti  lieuuileij  into  renting  lhen>  for 
the  summer.  The  property  edged  a  small,  mosquito- 
ridden  lake  \\])nu  wliich  floated  [wo  precarious  looking 
rowboats,  »uoored  to  a  deere])it  i)ier.  Tlie  houses, 
if  >uch  fliey  eou'd  ])roperly  he  called,  wi-re  new.  evi- 
dently of  that  >])ring's  growth,  and  ihougli  inhabited. 
wfre  not  com])let<'ly  furnishe<l.  So  as  he  unexpectedly 
rode  into  the  chair-l)arreii  community  his  appearance 
was  heralded  with  joyous  iirclaim.  and  the  city  people, 
ulre.idy    bored    witli    having    uothiiig    upon    wliich    to 
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spend  their  money,  rushed  out  ia  such  force  to  purchase 
that  he  v/as  obliged  to  dismount  and  display  his  wares. 

To  avcujce  himself  for  tiiis  enforced  sale,  he  grimly 
determined  llm!  ih.ey  should  pay  highly  fur  every  lliiiig 
they  purchased,  and  so,  in  resjwnse  to  each  inquiry, 
he  named  a  price  which  even  he  knew  to  be  outrageous. 
Hut  still  they  bouiht.  A  thin-nosed  lady  fnnu 
IJrooklyn  was  most  persistent,  tliough  a  caj)able  look- 
ing Boston  matron  came  close  second.  The  lornicr 
took  occasion,  as  .she  paid  liiin  for  a  lounging  chair, 
to  inform  him  ,s()tto  cocc  that  she  was  i  poetess.  Just 
what  bearing  this  had  upon  \\u-  purchase  Cecil  failed 
to  .see,  but  lu;  inurinurcil,  "not  really!"  most  politely, 
at  which  she  looked  offended,  and  turning  away,  talked 
loudly  about  "common  peojjle's  lack  oi  api)reciation 
of  the  arts"  to  a  helpless  little  man  in  a  hot,  black 
broadcloth  suit. 

Ann.^yed  at  first,  and  vctv  unwilling  to  be  forced 
into  the  post  of  sale-man,  the  novelty  of  making 
money  —  actually  earning  it  —  began  to  appeal  to 
him  tremenduously  as  he  stood  there  among  the 
chattering  crowd  and  reaped  a  '-ieh  harvest,  .\fter 
all,  he  was  a  Scotchman,  and  the  race  is  noted  for  its 
shrewdness  and  love  of  barter.     Not  without  result 
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had  ho  been  l.ivd  of  Mich  .>tock,  iind  of  a  surrly.  the 
blood  of  Euil  Aii^^'u.-,.  sttiuuch  partner  of  Iho  merchant 
pritice,  run  in  his  veins. 

It    was  so   ridicnlously  easy  to  make  money!     Whv 
li;i<l  li«'  never  thon^'ht  of  it  before?     It  omirred  to  him, 
a-^  Ii.'  itia.h-  chaiiirc  tor  th.'  .^tcrn  matron,  llial  earnlii>' 
nioiKy  was  far  easier  after  all  than  marrying  it!     One 
could    >top    trading    and    re.t    at   any    time,    whereas 
being  married  -  why  one  had  to  be  marrinf  all  the 
time,  yon  know!     Of  eourso  work  was  easier.     Work! 
Why    this    wasn't     work.      He    had    merely    lourme.l 
..long  a  pl.-asant  road  all  day,  and  people  had  >topi)ed 
Iiun  and  forced  money  upon  him.     No  one  could  eall 
thdl  disagreeable;  for  if  he  had  really  wanted  to,   he 
•■••uld  have  driven  right   by  witliout   slopping  —  say, 
it    the    -,)eoi)le    locked    suffieiently    uninteresting,    for 
in>1ance.      Provided  they  did  not  oblige  him  to  carry 
♦'ggs   about,    it   wa>   (,uilc   delightful,      .^o   far   he    ha  1 
made  not  the  slight e.l  c^lfort  to  dispone  of  his  wares 
and  during  the  period  of  travelling  with  Lolli  he   had 
■i"t    .;:iven   the   matter   a   thought.     Vet   now,  despite 
hi-    la<-k   of   endeavour,    he    had    made   a    remarkable 
number   of   sales,    or   .~o    it    appean-d   to   him.      Wbat 
\s"uld  haj)j,en  if  he  wen-  to  exert  hiinself:-      11<-  deter- 
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mined  that  tlic  rcmaiiidtT  of  the  drivo  to  Harrincrton 
should  witness  the  ex»'cutio!i  of  tlic  cxprrimfiit .  Why 
did  peopir  look  down  on  trade,  he  Ix-iraii  to  wonder? 
Surely  it  was  a  far  more  decent  occupation  than 
lounging  ahout  a  hea-tly  clult  all  day.  drinking  rotten 
whiskevs  and  >oi!asI      \Vasu"t  IVescott  ahvavs  raggini; 


alxiul   soinelhiniX  of  the  sort?      I5v  Jing< 
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something  in  it,  after  .ill!  lie  hegan  to  wish  that  he 
liad  paid  more  ;itteiition  to  those  lengthy  discourses 
of  his  friend,  and  resol\-ed  to  make  up  for  his  ah- 
straction  at  siuue  future  time.  Pn-scott  luiglit  ])os-ili|y 
he  right. 

Truly     Cecil     Henry     Kit/,  -Williams    was    learning 
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Oh.  tlie  magic  of  personality  I  What  nn'racles  it 
wrouglit  for  him  during  the  remainder  of  that  momen- 
tous trif)!  With  his  handsom<'  face  and  houyant  you 
and  his  nmscular  slenderness.  lie  ne<>d<'ii  little  else 
to  commend  him  to  the  casual  ac(|uaintanee;  hut 
when  he  aroused  himself  to  the  exertion  of  lii^  whole- 


some charm   he  seenuMl  a  very  god  to  the 
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with  whom  he  met.  He  had  no  notion  of  tlu"  extent 
to  which  he  impressed  them,  or  that  old  Mrs.  Kcsiili 
I5rie.\ri.   matron  of  the   Poor  Farm  where  he  spent   tiie 
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night,  bought  four  qiiilc  .Mipcrlluoiis  l.enchcs  from  him 
bccjiusc  of  the  courtoous  tone  in  liis  voice;  or  that  the 
frail  little  school  teacher  to  wiium  he  sold  six  wooden 
canip  chairs  for  the  "assembly  room"  bought  them  out 
of  her  own  slciider  i.urse  for  the  privilege  of  talking 
with  him;  or  that  she  stood  long  at  tlie  vestibule  door 
and  gazed  wistfully  after  him  willi  her  weak  blue  eyes 
behind  their  thick  glasses,  thinking  ii  ',er  heart  that 
he  v»as  of  a  >urcty  a  vi^ilor  fnuii  thai  ()!ymj)us  which 
she  described  to  the  inattentive  ears  of  her  charges. 
The  building  it  tlie  door  of  which  she  stood  was  that 
liKlc  schoolhouse  on  th^-  triangular  I)it  of  turf  where 
three  roads  met:  Ixit  Ih,'  tmiiin-  which  Cecil  chose 
was  not  that  which  Lolli  had  taken  when  she  followed 
the  alluring  twig  <.f  fir  I'p.  up.  rose  the  heavy  cart 
on  the  stee[)  sid.'  m.id  to  Harrington.  When  at  last 
it  rnund.'d  the  liilltup  .nul  disappeared  from  view,  the 
little  teacluT  s!i!j  stood  staring  as  though  slie  could 
see  it,  the  wind  whipfjing  ner  lank  hair  about  her  face 
in  straight  wis[)s,  and  whirling  the  dust  in  little 
eddies  uj)on  the  unkept  [)atii  ,it  her  feet. 

But  there  were  innny  who  bouiilit  because  of  their 
practical  needs,  and  wlien  at  last,  at  the  end  of  the 
day,  he  drove  into  the  ilinniinated  high  street  of  his 
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.icsliiiuliim,  his  wagon  was  almost  empty  umJ  lii>  In-url. 
save  for  the  haunting  thought  of  T.oUi.  as  light  as  the 
remainder  of  his  morciiandise.  Oiif  might  ahnost 
say  that  the  Earl  of  Chamhuyuc  had  found  his 
vocation  I 
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All.    llic    uii.kTlying    mystery     .m.l      lii,|,|,.„ 
«\;i    ..f    III.-   ^n-psy    nature   sefiiifd    coiiccii- 
Iratnl    in    the   fucc   wliich    luMit    over    l.nlli 
as  she  lay  |>;ir;ilyzc(l  with  fear,    i.ul    ,f    U:u\    vani.|„,| 
Loforc    she    could    utter    th,     Mr.;.,,.    .i|mm.    her    lip>. 
With    a    treiliriHloil,   rllort    of    ..ill     .lie    controlie.l     the 
-""n.l.an.l.aH.T.i  n.omrnt  of  l.reathless  sileuee.  nerved 
hers.'jf   to   pe.r  out    into   the  ni^'lit.       Ail   \vas   quiet. 
Where  ha.j  ti,e  tn.in  ,i;..iie.=      How  ha.l   hr  inana^'e.i  to 
melt     .••way:-'       Wlu-n-      eouM      he      1..-        She      li;..i 
""t    l..n.-     to     uait     iM-fore    discoverir.-.        Tliere     wa> 
^i    low   ehu.-kie   of   satisfarlion    wi,i.-h   ea.iie    from    the 
shadow  of  |„-r  .U'i.-hhour's  wa^'on.   an<l  !)re.rnfly  she 
uas  al.le  to  distin-juish  the  figures  of   two    mrn    who 
stood   within   its  l.lackness.     They  were  spe.ikini:  in 
whispers,    and    using    the    Roman    hinguage.      With 
aeuteness  l.orn   of  her  alarm  she  managed  to  strain 
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her  heariiij:  siiffirieiillv  t.i  lislni  In  whiit  they  siiid. 
altliough  must  <>f  tlitir  t:ilk  \vii>  uiiiiil«'Hi^ilil<'  !•>  her. 
Wliat  little  >he  uiulerstood,  however,  s.tincl  1<.  ref»T 
to  liersolf. 

"It  is  she,"  saiil  nm-,  ami  the  other  voice  when  it 
answered,  was  funiiliar. 

"Sun-  it  is!"      It   was  the  iia>al  drawl  of  the  New 
KiifllaiidtT,  wlio  rejjlieil  in  Kiii:li>h.   "  llic  reseinltla 
ler  III"  picture  is  |)erfeck.      N 


nee 


o  one  CO 


iiM  ini>t:ikc  il . 


he  wok»'  w  li'ii 


1  l()oke<l  iijion  licr,"  said  th«>  other 
voice,  whiih  l.olli  now  |)laccil  a-  that  of  her  as>a;laiit. 
"I  Ihiuk  she  is  atrri^ihted.  l.ct  Iht  he  walchcd  closely. 
and  see  that  no  harm  comes  to  her." 

The  Yankee  spoke  again,  saying  something,'  which 
she  couM  not  understand.  Sf)  she  was  safe  for 
IJK-     niomenf!'      From     what?      Poor     comfort      thai! 


Was  the  evil 


dook 


mg  man 


encmv 


?      And  wliv 


II 


her  friend,  rather  than  her 


l)n//ling  and  very  tn-ri- 


wa^ 


fying.     Tiicn  a;,'ain  came  a  sentence  of  winch  sin 


w.i- 


un; 


Me  to  get  the  context.     The  gypsy  was  -.jjcaking. 
Tome  into  mv  tent    ;ind    read   me  the  words   ho- 


nea 


th  th 


e  pirlurc  once  more,"  he  sau 


1. 


The   two   men   moved  .-iway  softly  ;ind  entered  the 
Mit     of   the    slier. puqro.    where   a    lantern    wis 


-ma 


II 


'irr-piiriro,    w 
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bvrning  dimly.  A-  thoy  i)assnl  in  >|,e  cMi-ht  a  clear 
glimpse  of  them.  Yes.  one  was  A(loli)liu>:  tlu-  oilier 
man  wore  a  hat  which  partially  concealed  Lis  ]■,(■(-.  I.iit 
she  had  no  difficulty  in  recognizin.u  him  a>  the  man  v  h.. 
had  gazed  dowr;  vii)on  her  a  few  moments  hefore.     And 

they  we  e  entering  the  king's  t.-nt!   Co///,/  he  he ^ 

Then  she  n  nembered  many  things  rapidly.  What 
h:ul  !h.-  man  called  out  to  Cecil  as  he  rode  ofT  on  his 
handsome  horse?  "You  have  not  yet  settled  with 
I.adio  Balormemrn).'"  That  was  i!  Halormengro. 
"»•'<•  I'airy  one,-  j.s  the  name  mean,  in  Romany. 
Had  not  Miriam  sp„Len  the  name  u.  her  own.-  And 
was  n.>t  the  girl  ealhd  ,,  princess?  ^"es.  y.-s!  And  she 
had  >p..ken.  too,  <.f  the  "hairy  old  auntie."  Fool, 
fool!  N'of  t„  have  remembered  sooner!  Oh.  how 
coid.l  slie  ever  have  f.u-otten  llial  n,in,e  ,,f  ill  omen? 
She  should  have  fled  1  ef,,n-  he  returned. 

And  .M)  this  man  was  the  king,  the  vaimted  sher- 
rvnrn  „f  wl.om  Hosea  had  hrag-ed.  Woul.l  the 
^■ankee  lad  stand  by  her  and  help  la-r  if  need  he  ?  or 
v.oujd  he  range  himself  ..n  th.-  side  .,f  his  master  ami 
'•n-ry  out  any  orders  which  the  latter  midit  lay  upon 
'iin,?  The  man  Lasho  would  not  he  likely  to  spare 
her,   after   the   rough    usage   h.    |,;,d    n-ceive.i   on    her 
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account.  Vet  he  was  givin<^  the  word  for  her  pro- 
tection I  Bui  despite  tin;  assuraiux'  she  had  overheard 
concerning  her  present  safety,  .she  did  not  close  her 
eyes  again  that  night. 

That  she  must  escape  c|uickly  was  obvious;  hut  liow? 
The  simplest  manner  appeared  to  he  to  ride  awny  as 
>h(>  liad  c-ume.  Accordingly,  when  the  first  gray 
streaks  of  light  slunved  above  the  blackness  of  the 
tree  t()p^  she  aro>e.  and,  hastily  adjustin;^  her  dress, 
set  about  harnessing  the  pony,  which  fortunately  was 
picketed  near  l)y.  owing  to  her  late  return  on  the 
previous  evening.  She  was  very  ([uiet  in  her  oj)eration>, 
the  pony's  footfalls  as  .she  led  him  to  the  shafts  being 
the  only  sound  in  all  the  canij),  which  still  lay  (k-c\) 
in  .slumber.  With  whispered  words  of  coaxing  she 
l)acke(l  him  into  place,  and  then  reached  beneath  ilw 
cart  ^o  the  hook.^  upon  which  she  kept  the  harness. 
It  was  gone! 

\l  first  she  believed  that  >he  must  be  mistaken, 
and,  getting  down  upon  her  hands  and  knees,  searclii'd 
anxiously  !>eneath  hei  domicile,  but  it  was  not  there. 
The  interior  of  the  cart  was  next  (examined,  ev(>ry 
crack  and  cranny  of  that  little  place  being  peered 
into  thoroughly.     Lolli   wished   to  be  very  sure  she 
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li;i<l  not  iiiislnid  it,  In'ton*  ci-  -liiif,'  to  the  ronclu.sion 
that  it  hiicl  l)ceii  stolen.  She  looked  in  the  ui(}-.t 
unlikely  places  which  coiild  nut  hy  any  possihiliLy 
have  held  its  hulk,  and  under  objects  whicli  could 
ni)t  have  so  much  as  c(>'>cealed  the  collar.  Ikt  alarm 
increasing'  at  eaeh  failure  to  lirin^^  her  proj)eiiy  lo 
li^llit.  At  last  she  was  forced  to  realiz(>  that,  althoufih 
she  had  not  ^iejjt.  the  harn"ss  had  been  stolen,  literally 
t'r.mi  under  her  nose;  and  so,  vexed  and  thoro'ighly 
(|is(|uieted,  she  h;id  perforce  to  take  the  i>ony  hack  tu 
his  pasture.  As  she  led  him  away  her  mood  v,%as  not 
li<ihtened  l.y  hearinj:  a  smothered  laugh  from  one  of 
the  shadows  near  her.  She  instantly  turned  her 
hearl  towani  the  sound,  hut  could  see  nothinij.  The 
clawn  was  not  yet  in  lull  >wing.  and  the  >hadov.s  were 
still    treacherous. 

'I'hen  she  returned  to  her  -art  an.I  ^it  down  to 
think  matters  over.  That  >hr  nnnt  d'h-r  hci-de]),irt  urc 
until  she  could  either  enforce  the  r.'lnrn  of  the  harness 
or  .secure  nev,-  was  all  too  plain.  Hnt  what  had  he'Mi 
the  intent  which  prompted  the  tlieit?  She  knew  w<  11 
enoucrh  that  the  gyi)sy  folk  are  not  ov(M--s(ru]nilous 
about  acquiring  other  peojile's  property;  and  her 
harness   had    been   a   hr.ndsome   one,   red   bound    and 
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silver-fitted.  Still,  they  were  not  given  to  stealing 
among  their  own  people,  uml  in  the  two  days  she  had 
Ih  them  .^lie  had  attained  to  a  eertain  dej^^ree 
Irieiid^liii).      IJe^ide^,  her  c-art  contained  many 


spent 
of  tl 


\\i 


len- 


inu'>  111   more  or  le.>>  vahu- 


ind  Ih 


esc  reniamed   iin 


tuufhcd 


.lOUK'   oi 


>uri'l\-   a  connnon 


thief 


1   h 


wonUl   liavt 


tak. 


neni. 


es,  it   appeared  almo: 


•[  eertain  liial 


then 


ht'cn    an    ulterior    motive    in    the    rohliery 

h 


eami)    must    contam    manv    more   liarnes> 


d  d 


le  MU 


nad  a 


litt: 


e  sum    ot    money. 


'11 


le    Idea 


d 


ucr 


littl 


And      this      much     of    her 


pro^riinune    heiuij;    arranjied     for 


>Iie     realized    that 


>hf   \\a. 


her  1 


'ion 


>rra 


faint   with   hunj.'er,  and   >et   almnt   prepariiif^ 
-fast.      While  si 


le  was  engaged  in  this  oi)era- 
Miriam   appeared   between    the   curtain^   at    the 


(ii)(ir   o 


f    I 


ler 


;audv,    four-wheeled    house,   and     gave 


<illi 


a  vnnling  "(iood  mornini 


"My    liarnes-    ha>    heeii    >tolen    during    the    night," 
began    Lolli,    who   was   not   gi\en   to   preambles.      "1- 


vour  niin  iitado  aw  a 


ike  vet  so  that   I   may  ask  his  help 


!!!  lini  liii"'  it?  ' 


AV 


i\ ,  Httle  >isterl 


exeuumet 


to  lose   the   pretty    trapping- 


1   M 

Hut 


n-iam. 


alas; 


■How  sad 


niv 


Ad 


ol- 


piiu-   lias   ru 


\i.\{^\\  out   willi   the  king.     They   has  gone 
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tu  the-  railroud  liouse,  lu  llie  travelling  u;ij>  o-  the 
Gorgios." 

"Tlieii  I  will  ask  you,  priti((>ss,  to  sec  that  no  harm 
(■oiiic<  lo  my  oilier  thiiiu-  uliik-  I  go  in  search  ol'  new 
li;;rnc-.s,"  r("[jli<'(l  I.ojli,  -niiling  despite  her  annoyaiue, 
^o  uiiiM.iiif  was  llic  (lark  little  Egj'ptian.  "For  I, 
too,  have  l)u>iness  with  the  Gorgios  and  must  he  oti 
as  early  as  possible. '* 

Miriam  watched  her  with  anxious  eyes  fi;  a  few 
moments  and  then  -aid  with  assumed  carelessness: 

"I  would  not  leave  the  camp  to-day." 

"Why  nol  ?"  demanded  Lolli,  looking  up. 

"I  —  w<'ll,  I  ihink  it's  going  to  rain,  "  >aid  Miriam 
ingenuously. 

"Is  that  alii"  exclaimed  Loili  scornfully;  "you 
surely  do  nol  think  thai  the  rain  would  keep  me  here?" 

llow  much  did  Miriam  know,  she  wondered.  Was 
there  a  deeixT  meaning  behind  her  wiirds  than  was 
af)parent?  She  repeated  her  recjuest  that  the  prin- 
cess would  watch  her  things  for  a  while. 

".Sure  I  will,"  was  the  response  tfiis  time,  the  idiom 
ha\  ing  been  accjuired  from  Hosea's  vocabulary. 

"Tliaid-;  you,"  said  Lcjlli;  and  having  finished  her 
morning  meal  >he  put  the  cart  in  readiness  for  instaut 
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-I 


departure,  ami  set  out   through    the  cuiiip   UMoti   her 

'|U^'^l. 

Tlic  (lay  was  sulh'U  and  overcast  with  no  })romise 
nf  citlu-r  rain  or  sun>[iine:  a  donhting  (h.y  o*"  the  sort 
.,  liich  conipletely  upsets  the  phiiis  of  those  wlio  h\e 
oil'  of  'looi-,  more  esix-eially  lhos(>  of  ilie  women  who 
v>;i!k  from  farm  to  farm,  dnhkcrhuj.  As  a  conseciuenee 
if  tliis  weallier  there  was  h'ss  activity  among  the 
liiiipers  than  usual  at  liiis  hour,  ami  they  hung  aI)out 
and  >tare(l  at  her  or  gave  her  greeting  as  she  pa,>--e(l 
ilieir  frail  (juarters. 

Slie  came  first  to  old  Sacki,  the  bridle  mr.ker,  and 
found  him  in  conversation  with  a  handsome  youth  who 
was  called  Delengro  —  wliich  signifies  a  kicking  horse 
—  which  name  was  given  to  him  on  ;i"founl  of  his 
wonderful  ahility  to  sti<k  to  the  saddl(\  This  yr  ung 
I'laii  liad  looked  upon  Lolli  with  favouraMe  eyes  from 
I  he  first,  and  had  spoken  to  h(>r  several  times,  always 
with  frank  admirati<ni.  Now,  at  sight  of  her,  he 
sprang  up  and  stood  with  flashii'g  teeth  and  smiling 
eyes,  howing  her  a  greeting,  which  she  acknowledged 
absently.  The  old  man  ])ut  down  the  bridle  he  was 
at  work  upon  —  a  gorgeous,  embossed  thing  wiih 
fringes  —  and  asked  her  business, 
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"A  h.Mnio-.  |'.,r  niy  pony.  I,n.l  Ikt/"  s|„.  n'j.lif.i. 
"A  li.irncss  —  fomplcl, .;■'••  a-kcd  lie. 
"^■«'.n"  -Ih-  riKi.lc  .•ni^wcr.      "Hav.-  you  otic  I  .o,,!.! 
'••''••'•••''""(•-":'      ^Ii"rlm>.li.app,.,r,.(|.  ,■, ..I  ,uy  Im. .;.„.., 
-.vi'I  M.lTcr  if   I  ,lo  ,„,(    work   t„-,|;,v:  wm  .-,,.  ill-fit  li„<. 
our  would  ,|o   to  niakc  -liilt   witli."" 

Tl...  o|,i  ,„,.,n  puiM,!  his  lip.  an. I  >liook  ln>  tan-k-d 
ni:it    of   ur.iy   haif  solciiiiilv. 

"Xay,   K.'d  Cloak,   I   lias  unuv,"  h,-  -k'fl.in.l.      •*  |?c- 
mM.-s   this  hri.llr   in   niy    hand    I    ha.  o,dy  raw   hidc-^." 
"Then   s,.l|   nu-  thr  I-ri-lk-;-  said   si,,-,  knowing   li,at 
she  couM   rid<>  thr  pony  away   if  need   h,-. 

"X'.t    so    fa. I!"    hr    cxclainicd.      -'This    is    for    the 
t<her-ni(jr<K  :\\u\  I  cairt  s,.||  what   i<  his!" 

f.olli  turned  away,  nmcli  .lisai)poiiif,.d.  Mnt  thor(> 
wa.  another  harness  maker,  she  nvalled,  and  .he 
<l'-terniinod  to  try  hin,  before  l.<-eotnin,-  'lisronra-ed. 
S.,  seltiri-  off  in  the  .lirection  in  wln-.h  she  re„„  inhered 
to  have  seen  his  tent,  si,,,  wende.!  her  way  ainon;:  fh.- 
lialf-naked  little  ehiklren,  the  rlo-s,  anr!  tlu-  loiindn- 
uonien.  Delenpro  sec-mrd  to  he  ^oin^  in  her  direj 
li..ii.  for  once  or  twice  she  caught  si-hf  r,f  him  anion- 
th<-  mo! ley  erow.l.  speaki„g  hero  to  .sonio  fellow  h.ir.e- 
trainer,  there  stopping  to  leasoa  frowsy  girl.  JaugJiin- 
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the  \\\\\h-\  and  so  it  was  no  very  great  surprise  to  her 
to  fii;<l   liini  before  her  wiien  she  reaehed  her  desti- 


nation. 


'11 


le    man    whom    she    was    seeking    seeiner 


i 


better  riirni--licil   with   ((unph'ted  niatcrial   than  Sacki 
idl 


laU  IX'r 


I'or  ^^  \rral  new  harnesses  hunj^ion  pe^'s  iii-ide 
\\\<  fail.    Dclenuro,  who  >t()od   tinj^erin.L'   llie   Imcklr-,, 


^iiinnl 


■  I    hrr  pie 


i^aiii  l\ ,  a> 


thon'di   he  had   been  e\- 


|iri-ti;ii;'  ii( 


r,  I)iit   Kdlli  paid   him  little  lucd  and  n 


lii'le 


her  re(ii!e-t    tn   tlie   pn-piirtni-,   a   snllen-faeed   man   of 
the  pure  Kum.iny   l>])e.      in   reply  to  her  (pK'-^tion   Ik- 


loo 


ked 


n|>  Ml 


()()Uil\'   irom 


tl 


le   eollar  on    w  Ineii    lie   wa.> 


it  work,  >n^pendiiiu  lii>  lidmnr,  and  after  a  sliorl  stare 


re-UIiU'll   u    w 


ilh 


lie  re'ii;ir 


k: 


i    f 


Iocs  not 


pale  faces. 


And  althoniih  -he  k 


n(W\ 


this  to  he  a  falsehood,  >he 


It: 


!)leaded  with  Iiiui  for  fully  teti  niinntes,  otTerii 
to  pay  whatever  lie  asked,  hut  slie  elicited  no  other 
answer.  Diseonsolate  then,  slie  wandered  ahont 
the  camp  for  half  an  honr  longer,  asking  every  one 
who  wonld  listen  whether  they  would  sell  what  she 
desired,  itiit  a  -iiddeii  dearth  of  harnes.ses  seemed 
n   I  lie  camp;  no  one  was  willing  to 


to  ha^ 


eome   up" 


sell   at   any   priee.      Why  did    she  want  one 


W 


lere 


was    tier    o\sii: 


And 


w  Men 


-\iv   explained    her    loss 
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they  would  scowl  darkly  at  her  in  instant  rciontmont, 
as  though  she  had  accused  thorn  of  having  s.toku  it. 
At  last  she  j^avt-  ii[»  in  (k'-i).!!",  arui,  ijuite  tired  out, 
>lu'  .-at  down  to  rcaMi'i  mut'niN  ouL.  Min;>rii,  .^hc 
fell  sure,  would  not  dare  lo  In-  of  as.-i-luiuc,  even  if 
^lu'  \vi-Ii<'d  to.  Wlicrc  could  -he  tiinir  What  could 
.•-he  do.-'  She  felt  a>  tliouirh  an  iu\i-il(le  net  were 
heinj,'  drawn  iiradually  ahout  Ikt,  and  e\-ery  vtri)  found 
her  only  the  more  eonij)letely  eiilaiii:!ed  in  its  me-lie.s. 
Why  -.hoidd  this  man.  I^a>lio  l5alormeiu'i-i',  persecute 
her  llius?  Surely  her  repul-ion  of  iiiin  could  not 
su(fiei(MitIy  account  for  it!  And  It  \\a>  momentarily 
liecomini:  moreeertain  that  he.  for  souse  rea.-.on.  toi^k 
a  \ery  decided  int(Te>t  in  iier  movemenl>^.  Who  (^l.se 
l)ut  the  kini;  could  P'^train  ihe  u'yp-ii^'  (  upidity  to 
the  extent  of  prev(>nti!m  the  sale  of  Ih.  ir  wares  for 
pK)d  gold?  rndoul.teilly  he  nui>t  have  L'iven  the 
order  by  which  die  was  so  pcTMsteutly  refux-d  (wi  all 
.'^ides.  ...  It  Tiow  liegan  to  ilawn  upon  her  that 
it  was  Ikt  j)cr.--ou,  not  her  |)roperty,  that  he  \\idu-d  to 
detain,  else  she  would  have  hcen  rohlied  comi)lelely 
during  the  night.  Tlii-  thoui^'it,  which  now  cam'; 
clearly  for  the  first  time,  sent  a  sickening  wave  of 
panic   across   her   heart.     Then   she   endeavoured    to 
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()i.-5rai>s  the  nnlion  as  uii  liiipo'^siMlity,  \)\i[  !i.t  oriuiual 
adventure  with  the  in;i!i  hinl  uncoiix'iou-ly  iiiuler- 
niinod  her  fcarlt'ssiif^^  and  cniirHlciK c  in  Iht  aliility 
to  take  care  of  licrx-lf,  and  the  matter  could  no.  Itf 
put  asido  so  easily.  Follow  ini;  inslanlly  upon  lirr 
rcalizalion  of  Ikt  perilous  |)osition  came  tlie  tliouulit 
of  (Veil.      \\\w   liad   she  left    him    without    a  word  or 


<mn 


ihis    tried    friend    of    her- 


Oh 


ne    wa- 


an 


^'rateful,  -illy 'hlM!      lie  had  warned  her  rl-peale(!l^ 


nil 


and     -he    would  not 


ten,  and    now 


At    that 


moment  no  appearance  in  the  world  Wduhl  have  lieeii 
more  welcome  than  a  >iuht  of  hi-  >ironi;-  profile  and 
dark  red  hair:  hut  wi-hinji  was  idle.  It  was  imperati\-e 
that  >he  ;iel  away  at  once.  and.  as  eom[)are(l  with  llie 
dant^iTous  possihilities  which  the  rami)  held  th(>  lo-'^ 
of  her  l)oiiy  and  cart  was  nothiti^^,  <he  determined  to 
walk  Inuiiedialely  to  -ome  farndiouso  where  she  could 
litul  shelter.  ;'.nd  then,  if  cireumslances  favoured  it. 
find  a  means  of  sen.lin';-  for  her  helongiups. 


l-'ired    to    I 


lew    en( 


TiTv    1)V    this    (lelermination,    she 


arose,  her  heart  healinir  a  little  faster  than  usual,  ami, 
passiu'i  throu<ih  tiu^  fringes  of  the  camp,  steppe(l  out 
intothec.pen  road. where  she  was  accosted  by  Dolenuro, 
uho  overtook    her   hefore   -he   had   ^one   ten   i)ace.s. 
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"Holii  Iiaiil,  Hcd  (  lo.ik!"  Ill-  t'X(  laiiiK  (I,  Iaiij;Iiiii;^ly; 
"  r.s  a  inesitMigcr  to  \();».  Miriam,  ^^Imin  voa  knows 
is  ,shnrial,  Iia>  a  t,'r<'al  ilistrc.s.s  a  pain,  and  Iclled 
nx-  to  hrin^'  yon   to  her.  " 

l.olli,  who  had  paused  at  sound  of  Ids  \-oicf,  -lood 
irri'sdlulc  hcforc  rc|)lyiiij;.  Miriam  had  sccmi-d  well 
fnou;^h  an  liour  a;,'<>,  and  of  all  prosjucts  a  n-turn  to 
llif  camp  was  the  least  pleasing.  Still,  I.oHi  had  j,'ro\\  n 
fond  of  the  child  uil'e,  and  it  was  hard  to  refuse  her. 
In  her  condition,  Miriam  niij^ht  very  easily  have  hecn 
suddeid\  taken  ill  IJut  how,  if  such  uas  really 
the  fact,  did  DelenLiro  know  of  it  when  he  had  followed 
iA)lli  ahont  all  morning?  She  ren ciiil  t  re(!  then 
that  slu-  hai'  lost  sight  of  him  just  hefore  sitting  down 
to  rest.  ^  es,  he  was  [)rol>al)ly  telling  llu'  truth. 
Hc'ides,   what    ohjeet    coukl    he   havi-   in    I,\ing? 

"Will  you  not  come?  She  sulfers  gn  ally,"  he 
repeated  nior<'  seriously. 

"  \  es,  J  will."  she  assentfil  rt  lu(  tantl_\  ;  "liul  why 
did  she  not  ask  for  one  of  the  older  women?" 

He  shrugged  his  -houlders. 

"Slie  asked  for  you,"  he  said. 

When  they  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  /ncr-ciujro's 
tent   there  was  Miriam  engaged  i.i  burnishing  an  al- 
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rrady  Iprilliaiit  ^;iiic<-pari  of  pink  copixT, -iii^,'iiig  j^a.v  ly 
the  uliil'-  To  iill  :i|)pcaranc(>>  ^ln-  wa-.  in  flu-  In'st 
of  health  ami  -pirits. 

"TIkmi  y>u  an-  well-'"  rrwA   Lolli.  r\uHiiii,Lr  to  licr. 

Miriam    looLc.l    iij)    in    astoiiishinciit .     a-    \\«-ll     -lie 
nii^ht. 

"Siir-  I  aiii!"  sho  sai<l,  sliowin^  Iht  wliilc  fi-fth; 
"uho  \i<]i\  you  difFcrcnt?" 

I.olli  .  xjilaiiifd.  while  DcUmikto  stood  l)y,  criiiniii^ 
ini>cliii'\  (iiisly. 

"Where  were  you  when  he  told  yon  this?"'  asked 
Miriam,  eonsiderh'.f,'. 

"I  had  jii-t  -"tarted  to  walk  toward  the  town " 

hofjaii  [,()l!i. 

Miriam  jumped  to  her  feet  and  took  the  other  girl 
hy  the  .iriti. 

"Come  with  me.  foolisli  little  sister!"  >he  criefl. 
"Of  coMr^e  he  st<)i)ped  you,  and  brought  you  hack! 
it   wa-  .1  h)\«'ly  trick." 

She  lauu'I.'d  merrily,  and  Delengro's  nn'rth,  whieh 
was  at  the  danger  point,  exploded,  ar,d  to  celebrate 
hi.s  own  e\1reme  acutencs.s  and  cleverness  he  turned 
severa.l  !ia!id>i)ring.s. 

"  I's  "il  take  care  of  lier."  said  the  pruice.s.s  to  him. 
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"Stop  your  antic-,  mid  l>f  ..If."  Tlicii  ^lic  ilr;ij,'K<'<I 
I.olli  with  Inr  mio  llic  ^mdy  vsa^Mii,  and  fiirccd  her 
to  ;i  >fal. 

"Wlial  docs  llii-,  incau.''"  di'iuamlcd  (lie  latter  uitli 
a-  iniicli  di;:;iiity  a^  Iht  l>rca[lilr-,>iif-,N  woiiM  pcrinil. 
"I>  llicrt"  a  |)lot  a^'aiti-l  im!-'      And  arc  yon  in  it,  too!'" 

"Listen  to  nil",  liltlf  lloucr."'  >aid  Miiiani.  ])Ia(int; 
a  coticiliatory  hand  npon  the  ^'iri's  kure.  '*  I's  your 
friiiiil.  Itclicvf  nic.  TliiTcron-.  I"-;  ^.liiiL,'  to  tell  voii 
tln'  iri'Mi  at  D'ici-:  N'nn  nnHl  not  yo  on  llieso  walks 
ol'  y.  !ir-;  it   is  not  piTini,  kmI." 

"Rnt  wliat  d'l  you  mean?"  cric'd  I.olli  a^'aiii,  with 
a  renewal  of  that   -iekenin^,  panicky  feehti^. 

"Tlie  uood^  i-;  full  of  trai)>^.  and  the  fields  has  nets 
111  them."  ri'plied  Miriam,  (|iiolin,f;  an  ancient  Romany 
prnverh.  "\i>\\  cami(.l  -d  away,  my  little  hirdlinp. 
It  i-  the  word  of  the  .•^hrr-ctujm  which  hold>  you  here. 
Easier  far  for  tlie  hare,  the  /i(iLiit,nrii(in>,  to  escape  the 
Mie.rc  or  the  hlnl  to  eat  inside-  the  ,iet  and  fly  a\.ay 
again  at  will,  ihan  for  one  for  vnIioih  IIk-  king  has  built 
a  ea;;e  lo  e>ca[)e.  Don't  tries,  oh,  gold(>n-eyed  one, 
for  it   is  useless  —  mandc'.s  pukkcrcd!" 

She  nodded  her  head  gravely,  as  one  who  states 
an  irrefutahle  fact. 
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spninf:.      Her   litho    tigiiro    wilted    and    ilroojx'd    in    ;i 
pathetic  niuiiruT 

"A  i)ri.soiier!"  she  said  incredulously,  then  several 
times  in  monotonous  repetition,  "A  prisoner " 

"Aye,  call  it  what  you  like,"  said  Miriam  sulkily, 
sporikinj;  in  English;  "but  you'd  feel  less  sorrowful 
if  you  ate  something.  Here  is  some  fine  hot  halo." 
she  adiled  eDiiifortiiigly,  as  she  prepared  her  own  tne;d. 

Bill  i.nlli  dill  not  hear,  for  on  the  floor  in  front  of 
her  f.i^ciiiatcd  ''ves  lay  a  news])aper  —  undoulited!\ 
the  one  wliicli  the  two  men  had  heen  reading  and 
(lisv'u^siiiLr  I,,,  night  hefon^  —  and  staring  up  al  the 
prinlc<i  j);'ge  was  a  portrait  of  herself  —  yes,  surely, 
her  very  si>lf  —  and  beneath  it  were  the  words: 

MISS  BATMUKA  C'lliril ESTER 

The  I'opular  Debutante 
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IS  VERY  MELODRAMATIC 

LASIIO     I5AL0RME\(;R0    and    Mrs.    John 
Colton    Chichester    were     t  ilking    together 
in     the    over-ehiborate    little    bonbon    box 
uiiieh  Hie  latler  ealled  her  silting  room.      The  shadows 
<'f    the  i-ariy  Munnier    evening    were    fast  thickening, 
and  .luring  a  ten>e  pause  in  the  talk  the  soft  "cloup- 
'•'""p"  of  a  solitary    passing    liansom    cab   could    be 
hf.ird  through  the  oj)en  window.     In  the  close,  scented 
n.oni  the  atniosj)here  seemed  charged  with  electricity. 
The   gypsy    stood   exinvtantly,  an   evil    smile   on    his 
Jian(h,ome  face,  his  pagan  bearing  ill  conceale.l  by  the 
commonplace    clothes    he  wore.       His    ea>y  attitude 
■•md    the    conndent,    half-enntemptuous    look    on    his 
face  made  it  plain  that   he  had  no  doubts  as  to  the 
outcome  of  the  interview.      !5„t    Ad.-le  was  far  from 
l">ing   at    ease.     '11,,.    lild..    I;,,,,    hamlkereliief   in    h.-r 
l'.'nd>   was    fwi>l.-d    iu    tall.rs.  ami   as   she   faced    her 
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visitor  every  line  in  her  rigidly  corseted  figure  betok- 
ened the  nervou>  strain  she  was  under.  When  af 
last  she  spoke  it  was  in  a  choked,  unnatural  voice 
and  with  her  eyes  fixed  upon  the  door  beyond  him  as 
if  in  momentary  fear  that  some  one  would  enter 
uiiannounced. 

"It  is  of  no  use,  Easho,"  sh"  said  at  last;  "I  have 
ni)  more  money." 

He  smiled   pleasantly. 

"But  how  al)surd.  my  girl!"  said  he.  "Come  now, 
it's  no  use  >in;,Mng  that  old  soiio.  Xearly  every  time 
I  has  homuired  you  with  my  august  j)resenc(^  duriu^ 
tlie  past  twenty  odd  \ears  yo,i  has  said  the  same  (hinii; 
but  the  money  has  always  i>eeii  found  in  the  end. 
.\nd  I  am  being  so  moderate  —  only  a  thousand 
dollars!" 

"It's  of  no  us«>I"  she  said  desperately.  "I  have 
not  had  half  that  amount  in  cash  at  any  <)ne  time  for 
years!  Why  do  you  come  so  .>oon  again. •^  Only  a 
fortnight  ago  you  had  the  price  of  my  last  jewels!" 

"Ah!  But  that  was  a  fortnight  ago!"  he  replied. 
"I  has  an  esj)eeial  need  of  money  just  now.  I  may 
have  to  tn-.vel  far  at  any  moment,  and  I  mu.st  have  the 
necessary  cash  on  hand." 

[  237  ] 
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•'Bnt  ulKit  slull  l,]u-f-shrrr\vd.      -Ihav..  M..thing 
left  —  nothing:" 

"Go  to  your  fiushami.  niy  .icar."  sai.i  [.ash.,  hiaiully; 
"he  will  surely  f-ivo  you  anylhirij,'you  n^k." 

"You  know  that  is  a  worthh-s.s  suj-.'sI  ion,"  sho 
replied  hittrrly.  "I  have  already  h.-ul  to  a.k  him  fur 
money  fhi.  w.-ek.  aiul  if  I  u.-re  In  ,\r,n,n,\  a  ,suni  of 
that  si/e  he  Tvouhl  naturally  I.r  Mi.i.i.in,,..  Vou 
know  how  liitle  lie  ;:ives  tiie!" 

r.asho  yawne.i.  as  th-.n.i^h  Ihe  M.I.jVrt  In.red  him. 
nvi.i.'utly  it  was  ui.MvIy  th,"  re|,elili,,u  <.f  a  t<,n  fau.iH; 
scene.  Then  l,e  ..h..nk  his  sh.  -y  I,,a.l  an:]  kuigh.-d 
a  littl(>. 

"I  sinii.Iy  has  to  have  the  nion.y.  my  ,!,.;, r."  he  said. 
"Ask  him  for  it.  there's  a  iiood  uiri." 

A  .su.lden  flasi,  of  defiance  shook  h.T  ,,l  ',i>  iuM.irnt 
tone,  and  with  momentary  ,  ..uni-,.  .1,,.  r,,,,.d  him 
-squan^Iy. 

"I  will  nol  :"  she  flasli.  d  an^'rily. 

"Then  I  will."  lie  rej.jied  quietly. 

The  edeef  nf  his  words  ^vas  ma^neal.  .V.lelo  hename 
pale  with  trrror.  For  a  nion,- at  she  was  unal,le  to 
speak.  an.I  her  f.,(v  worked  pitifully,  the  j.owder 
cra-kin?  a+   th..  mrners  of  her  eyes  ,  nd   m,,nth.     Tie 
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watched  her  iiiiiusedly,   making  a  litle  sound  in  his 
throat  that  was  Hke  the  purring  of  a  great  cat. 

"Vou  know  it  wouhl  be  foolish  to  let  that  happen 
after  all  these  years, "  he  continued  in  his  rich  voice. 
"Think  of  all  the  money  you  have  paid  out  to  keep 
inc  and  liim  apart!     Great  pity  to   waste  it!"     He 
hook  his  head  and  purred  again. 
Then  she  tried  to  frighten  him. 
"What  have  you  done,"  she  demanded,  "that  you 
may    liave   to    hide  at  any  moment?     What  wicked 
thing  have   you    done?     I'll    not   pay  another  cent, 
I'll  not  be  robbed  any  longer.     I'll  hand  you  over  to  the 
Iiolice!     What  new  crime  have  you  committed  now?" 
Her  anger  surprised  but  did  not  otherwise  disturb 
liun.     She  had  always  been  timid  and  easily  handled 
before.     What  had  come  over  the  woman  —  was  she 
really  at  the  end  of  her  resources?     He  took  a  swift 
glance  about  the  luxuriously  furmshed  room.     Hardly! 
Why  the  clock  on  the  mantel  shelf  was  alone  worth 
the  sum  he  demanded! 

"Never  you  mind  what  I've  done,"  he  retorted 
softly,  narrowing  liis  eyes  into  ugly  slits.  "Just 
you  hand  over!  /  ain't  living  a  lie,  and  imposing 
on  a  decent  man!" 
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The  shot  went  homo,  hikJ  f.,r  a  moment  she  was  her 
old  cowering  self.  Then  the  fire  rose  again,  and  she 
quivered  with  resentment,  anger,  and  excitement 
as  she  turned. 

"I'll  take  my  chance  al)oiil  John,'"  she  said;     "hut 
I'ni    going    lo  hand  you  ..vcr  t<,  ju>tlre!     I've  sto,.,! 
this  long  enough.      For  ye.r.  ,ny  \\U-  has  h,v„  a  //.//. 
ye.s,  ficll!     N\.v(>r,   day   or   riighl.   have   I   fell,   sifc - 
never  have  I  known  what   il    uas  to  g..  al.ont   peace- 
fully  and    in    -afety   from   your   persecutioM.      I    have 
paid  and  pai.l.     And  it  hasu't  heen  in  money  alone! 
It's    been    in    l.lood  -  heart's    hlood  -   it's    heen    in 
tears.    an<l    sh-epless    idghts,    i„    f.-ar    haunted    .lays; 
the  dread  of  seeing  your  faee  ,,eering  at   me  around 
a  gilded  corner  when  we  w.>re  having  a  gay  partv  in 
some  Paris  restaurant:  the  fc-ar  of  m.etlng  you  wh,.,, 
we   walked   through  some  (.Id   garden   in    Italy  or  in 
Roumania;    e\erywh<Te,    at     any    ti.-nc-,    you'  luh^ht 
appear-  and  .vou  did!     And  even   lu.v  i„  America 
you  show  your  evil  face.     And  always  money,  money, 
more  money.     Vou  have  rohhed  ,ne  of  almost    ev.-ry 
liour  of  happiness   I   might   have  had   with  Jiim!     I 
cannot  endure  it  any  long.r:  you  and  your  accursed 
people  are  everywhere;  it  is  loo  much,  too  much!     I 
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and 
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'k'  a-ilily  of  a  cat  h(>  ^pran^'  after  her,  kuocl, 


injr 


the  iii-truineul  from  her  hand,  an.],  pinning  both  her 
wri.ts  lo-ether  uilh   his  p-eat   Ihumh  and  forefinger, 
i„.  I,.,!  her  '■-rcihiy  to  a  little,  plded  M,fa  and  made  1 
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l>iit  she  could  not  speak,  and  only  glared  at  him  with 
Ihe  fierce  expression   of  a  tame  domestic    inimal 


sud 


nly  turned  savage.     Her  flimsy  gown  li„d  been  torn 
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ridiculously  disarranged.      Hut  she  was  in  dead  earnest 
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this,  for  as  he  thrust   her  rudely  into  the  seat   there 
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A^  H  ml..,  .!,.-  l,,nUlMM|  t.ar..  a„.l  Iht  ;,M,,|.,ri„.s  won^ 
-  familiar  tl,at  I,.-  „..  Iou^.t  In-ani  tlu-m.  .H.,-  I.a.l 
yi.-l(U-.i  s..  .aMly.  a.Mi  for  so  .nany  year.,  (o  tl.c  |,oM 
^'''"■''  '"'P'— -I  "V,-r  Iht.  thai  lu-lia.i  lon^  shu-o 
•vaM.I  to  look  for  any  rrsistanco  fron>  lu-r.  n„f 
'.-lay  h,.r  eye.  w.n-  .lry  and  hri^'l...  an<l  .!„.  f,.,.! 
I'Mu    u,th   a   ronra,.-   ul.i.l,   slu-   hcrsolf  ha.J   nol    m,s. 

l-'-i  -i>N-.l  in  h.r.     Ofalld.aracteristic-s,  ,.onn 

-as  the  on.,   winch   n>a.ir   tl,,-  .r.-af,.,    appeal   (o  ,L 
-ans  fienv  .yp.y   ten.p.-ranu-n  t.  ami   in   his   Mirprise 
='♦    ■"•'••"■"^'^^i'l'    i'    i"   A.1..1.-  his  purpo>e  waverol   |o. 
■••"   n.stanl.     Then   his  h.-ou-  darkeno.l  a^^.in.  and    „- 
I'-a^in;:  h.T.  Ih-  stood  hefor,.  h,T  threatrrn-n^rK,      x,.v,.r 
for  a   nH,nuM,l    had   he  .hown   fear  of  not   ^.inin,^  hi^ 
P-""f^   '"'   '^"-v   that    it   was  only   neeessary   to   h-i,,. 
1..^  >lrongest   weapon  into  ,,lay  in  ord.T  to  win.      K«e- 
'•-'verinp  his   erp.anin.ity,   ho  wipe.l   hi>   hrow   with     ■ 
l-andkerehief  of  c-oloured  silk,  and  then  ^azed  snn'lin^K 
•iown  nj,on  her  as  .she   sat   with  heaving  boson,  and 
hard,  dry  eyes. 

"Now  that  we  have  had  a  little  diversion,  let  ,is  ..-t 
'1-vn  to  bu.s;ne.s.s.  my  bird/'  said  he  pleasantlv.  •' V^,„ 
'•■■'n't  inform  against  n.e  without  ruining  vour^elf 
That,!   think  is   plain,  ain-t    i|.^     H.-sM...,   jf  ,.„„   ,^., 
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Ihi'  ('()[•>.  1)11  iiif,  1  tail  vaiii-'h  m)  you  couldn't  firui  ;i 
liurk  '  Uii  ihfotlicr  hand,  I  want  tluit  tiftccn  hundred 
,lt  oiici-." 

Slir  hxikcd  at  him  steadily,  her  eyes  culling'  him 
umi!lcral>!i>  thiii;^^. 

"Hurry  u[j  and  say  when,  or  I'll  make  it  two  tliou- 
saiid,"  he  ;:riiifie<l.  *'{"ome  to  think  of  it,  you'd  liettrr 
,t,'i't   tlial   miK  h  anyway;  I  can  use  it." 

For  a  moment  or  two  -he  did  not  reply.  What 
!iad  siie  lefli'  Her  mental  calculation  was  raj)id  enough. 
There  was  not  nuicli  she  ccMild  convert  into  cadi. 
She  thouuht  of  Ja.iet.  No;  that  wa.s  out  of  the  (jue.-,- 
li'-n  a-  well  f.;o  to  her  hushand,  almo>l.  Tnless 
-he  look  the  ornaments,  some  of  which  were  very 
valu.iMc,  there  was  j)raclit'ally  nothing.  Hut  they 
would  he  mis>ed  at  once,  and  their  ahsciice  would 
rai-c  awkward  (iuesliun.>.  Finally  sh<'  shook  her  head. 
It  could  not  l)e  done;  she  was  at  her  wits'  end.  The;; 
she  -^aid  aloud : 

"1  caiinc)t  get  it  for  you." 

He  saw  that  she  meant  it,  and  tliat  only  extreme 
nicaMu-e-  coidd  sj)ur  her  on  to  greater  effort.  The 
time  for  his  coup  had  arrived  He  leaned  over  her 
with  a  •minister  leer. 


I.N    >i:ai{(m    of   ak(  adv 

"Voii  ciii,  ari-i  v.. 11  v.  ill."  he  said,  v.tv  4u\\\\  and 
<li>tin(lly.  ",.r  muuv  nv.r  ,i^  \v,.|l  a-,  \uii  >!..tl!  sufTcr 
fur  it.  V,.>— ••  as  A.lrlr  .t;irlf,]  with  li„rn-r.  "I 
iiu'aii  litT." 

"An, I  you  (hired  -you  iiu-iw.  lo  tell  iik  that 
you 

"Jusf  so."  lie  rt'phcd  <hily. 
"What  do  you  want  ?  "  f:a>pcd  Adcic  uildly. 
"Exactly    what     I    .said,"    said    he    grimly         'two 
thousand  dolhirs." 

Sh<'  sccnu'd   lo  sec  a  riff   in  his  i)roi,o>aI    and  on.  ■> 
again  h.TConra},'<>  and  with  it  all  h.r  j..   .t-u  ■  fury  n- 
turm'd.      Mul    this    timo    she    di»rrnl,h'd.     WiJ,    ah- 
.-traclcd  '^A/.c  >h(>  ros,.  and  wanch-nd   to  th.>  win  ' -w. 
Jiohlinj;  asi(h'  111,-  curtain  an  instant  a>  sh.'  looked  f,ul. 
Slowly  she   turned    and    starte.l    to    rc-ain    her    <  h.iir. 
ai)i)arcnlly  cru>hed  and  Mihuiivsivc:  hut  a-  di(>    '-i)],,.,! 
forward  her  hand  .>hot  out  and  her  finp-r  wa>  i)r.sM-d 
Iiard  upon  the  hell   placed    in   the   wall.     Tie   rin- in- 
downstairs,   thoufih   faint,   was  .•Icarly   audihie   in    tin- 
room,  ami  at  the  .sound  Lasho  strai-lil(-ned  up,  noise- 
le.s.sly  hacking  toward  the  door,  but  with  so  malignant 
a  glance  fixed  upon  her  thai  her  old  horror  returne.!. 
leaving  her  curiously  numh. 
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"I  -fi' ymi  ru'cil-  ,i  Ic-ou,  iii\  l)ii(|,"  he  wliiijicrcd. 
"Iiii  a  tiiiiii  ..r  iii>-  \S(M(1  and  1  inraii  what  I  said. 
Il'll  !)••  a  lo.iiiii  y<m  wni.'t  for^cl." 

Hf  turned  flic  dnor  namll'-  >-il(  iitl\,  li^ti'iiod  a  nio- 
im-iil,  and  slid  (iiil  >>i  llic  rooin.  ijiiickly  closillf?  the 
door  luliiml    liitii. 

I'Ih'ii  t'(,|-  tlir  lir^t  tiini-  the  full  import  of  lii>  tliri-at 
d.iwiird  111)011  tier  di>t  laci  rd  luaiii,  an<J  tho  niind) 
focliiif.'  Icfl  her.  only  lo  hr  rt'i.lacfd  hy  a  lioiror  lliat 
v\as  ainio-t    |)liy>i<;d    torture.      What   did   lie  moan — 

'■oidd     it     lie    thai     he     .ncant     to "La^lio!"    she 

Mrcamed,  "  L.i^lio,  I  did  not  think  il  possiMc  th.it 
even  you — I  will  '^vi  you  the  mun«-y!  No,  no,  ri(  I 
her,  for  f;o(l\  -.r    ■,  I.asliol" 

She  tninhl'il  ;)i  tli<'  <loiir.  and  threw  it  o|)en  wide, 
half  .swoonin  with  lear:  hut  t!  man  had  vanished, 
and  facing  he.  in  the  doorway  stood  her  huabuad. 
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EAKIA     (,i,    tlic    nmruiti-  t,,llMwin^  I,,,    arrival 
ill     IJurrinutnti     ( V.il     .aiiuhicl    t,uin     ln\ 
l)'>anliii-   ImuM-    (t),,.   j,,,,  I,,,. I  n-anh.!  I.ini 
uitl.    Mi^i.icioi,    ,i/„l    rcluM-.i    t..    .nlrrlaiii    liimj,    and 
li^'litit.-  iIh-  lir.t   ci-arcttc  of   tl,,.   u.rk   |(„,kc.|  about 
liiin  for  llH-|.u,L-„|[i<-,-.      I,,    roporiM-    (,,    |,,\     i,„,i,irv 
*'"'•  '"'■'!'  a.l.ln-sM-.l  t„  ••(■!,ainl...yiH--  (l,r   y,„„.K'    lu.ly 
'"■lii>i<l   lilt-   -ratin-  lian.l.-.l   |,i„,  an  .■iivrl,,,,,.,  s,„ili„u 
Mi,HT.ili„„.Iy  as  slu'  r-a.l  tl„>  i„MTi|.lion  Npun  it.  ami 
KlaiKc.l    rn.Mi  it  to  lii>    shal.t.y   coat.     >!,.■   rai>c,l   }„.,• 
.■y.-I)n,us  nearly  to  lu-r  lun^^hr  puM.pa.|,.ur  in  <lis.iair. 
of  an  evidrnt  impostor,  an. I  .iiMni.Md  hi,,,  l.v    liiniinK 
luT    hack    awn-ssivdy.      'IIh.   rarl    >n,il.,i    h,    hinix-lf 
ami  opened  ih,-  U-lh-r,  uhid,  was  fr,.,.,  l.ady  llylliary. 

My  -I.'ar.  ,l,-lin,,,„.nt  Cissy  [sl„.  wn.tr):  I  supi.os,.  it  is 
my  .i„ty  as  y,„ir  aunt  l.y  n.arriaK,-  t"  in\,-rUir  i„  vo.ir 
atfairs  uuvr  „„,r.-.  ar„l  \nU,un  y<,i,  tliat  v.M.r  ,„.lr  i>  alKunl 


rn:( oKDs    \    hksoi.j  iion 

Of  (  iiiii~'  M  iirtaiii  arii'iiirit  of  |HTN<.;ial  fncilum  iiiiil 
ini|'|i''iiil(iicc  is  (IcsiriiMf,  r\vt\  for  a  riiiiti.  Init  perhaps  \oii, 
rii>  lirar.  lati  tiavc  too  niiicli  of  it.  I  am  just  ('iioui;li  of 
a  fool  lo  Ih-  imprt' ssccl  witli  your  title,  wliidi  I  reliietatill>' 
liiit  inrloii  e  uilmit  is  rniieli  more  impotent  than  my  hiishaiid's 
ami.  tlierefcre,  ri_'htl\-  or  urontjlv,  I  helieve  \oii  o«e  some- 
'hiiiL'  lo  it:  in  other  wor'l-.  the  i,'<'ltinK  of  sntiieient  moriev 
to  |iiit  a  roof  upon  your  hoii>e  ani!  (lie  >,'ettini,'  of  an  heir  lo 
inherit  it  anil  its  ciehls.  l'\)r;;i\e  ine  if  I  n  iriiml  _\  on  that 
yon  h'i\  e  lieeti  at  <'oiisi(leral)Ie  ex|>ense  to  (rune  o\  it  her^- 
for  llie  pnr|)ose  of  tindiric  <i  rieh  wife  —  ami  now,  idiut.'  \  on 
refuse  to  make  the  least  effort  to  .secure  oriel 

.My  <lear  l)oy.  I  am  t,'oini;  to  he  e\ees-,i\  i|\  personal  ami 
ruile.  WhatcNcr  woman  is  kee[iin;,' yoii  IhiT'  in  ttie  conn- 
fry  for  I  know  ver>  well  it  /■■<  a  woman;  i'r<-,-,cot  t's  charms 
are  not  ^o  en^i.ivint;  -  don't,  for  ^roodrn-,,"  sake,  let  her 
<'ntanf:le  _\on  seriously  uiih'ss  she  has  money:  \<>\i  rdunut 
afford  it.  .\nd  at  your  a^Xe  a  pair  of  apple  ch<'eks  and  a 
hnxom  fiu'nre  often  K'ad  one  into  troint'  too  far.  ami  then  the 
tronlile  is  that,  a  little  later  in  life,  the  apple  effect  takes  on 
a  [jiimpkin  ensemble.  She  \\on"t  look  the  same  at  fortv . 
Cissy  -she'll  look  like  two  of  her,  take  my  wnrd  for  it. 
If  it'-;  a  lady,  I  apologi/e.  Imt  I  don't  helieve  it  is.  or  von 
^vonld   have  written    me   some  details. 


"Damn!"  .said  ("tiamlioyne  at  tlii>  (xniif,  and  con- 
limiod  rcadiiii,',  after  ^'ivin<;  the  paper  a  vicious  sjiukf: 

I  ha\-e  a  tireat  many  nice  invitations  fcvr  yon,  num  chtr. 
some  for  Newport,  and  some  nearer  town.  Von  will  he  the 
sensation  of  the  sea.son.  I  have  heeii  visitin;^  a  charmitiL; 
woman  at  East  Hampton  omt  the  week-end  and  have 
discovered  that  .she  has  two  danj^hter.s  and  an  imlcccnt 
numher  of  millions  dollars,  not  pounds,  _\'ou  nndcrsi  Mid 
—  and  it  v.iinid  he  absurdly  easy  for  _\dn  to  marry  either  or 
brith  of  these  uirls.      '['\\v\   arc  \er\   good  form  and  pretty, 
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nnil  llioir  rnotlic  constanfly  iiiiplor.'.s  rue  to  prl  yon  hero. 
Mv  v.wn  r'i()icc  f(,r  you  would  1„.  Harhani  ciiichrstcr," 
whom  I  liop,.  yoii  will  „„>,.t  later.  l{ut.  in  the  meantime! 
rome  rii^ht  .joun  a-id  look  over  tliese  otiiers.  Now  he  a 
sensil.le   Cissy!  AiFe.t i,„iately, 

PC    II  Tooth. 

I  .S.  1  know  yon  love  to  (|i)o(|ije.  ,so,  therefore.  I  reply  to 
.vonr  post(Ti,.i  hy  tli<.  same  toi.en.  What  on  earth  areV.m 
•invelhn-  al.otit.'  It  wasn't  JJarhara  Chi.'he.ster  von  saw 
will.  A.lele  at  tlie  .|o<ks:  whatever  pot  that  h.v'iu  vour 
Scoteh  hontiel.^  It  was  a  sntrraKette  reporter--irl.  who 
rle%-erly  IimI  her  han.l  from  AJele  and  ma.ie  her  hring  her 
aloiii,'  to  meet  me.  ^o  as  (o  write  up  my  arrival. 

'rhi>  eliaKirlrri^lic  epj.lle  l,r(.ii-hl  up  u  visi,,,;  of 
his  u>ual  <'xi..t(ii(e  that  was  far  from  alluring,  coming 
as  il  di,l  at  a  most  itiuuspi,i,,iis  moment.  Of  ((.nrse, 
Jiinet  \\as  a  n,„„j  ^..rt,  no  one  could  deny  that,  hut  the 

rest ?     Why  should  people  have    ucli  "duties"  as 

marrying  women  they  did  not  even  know  in  ordrr 
to  I)uild  up  a  ramshackle  old  building  which  they  would 
never  live  in  if  they  could  help  it  .^  Why  heget  a  family 
in  order  to  i)ut  it  in  flu-  enviable  position  of  having 
to  do  al)s(.hit(-ly  nothing  for  tlieir  entire  lives  and 
livelihood?  Th."  hard  cynicism  of  his  world  smote  him 
like  a  physical  l.lov..  Go  to  East  Hampton  at  once  ? 
^\hy?  Suddeidy  he  realized  that  the  past  ten  days 
h.i'l  been  the  hapi)iest  of  hU  iuo:  even  big  game  hunt- 
Mig  was   less   inieresting,  because  that  was  abnormal. 
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So  was  tlie  daily  round  of  a  London  scaMjn,  lit-  dccidi'd 
mentally.  Ilowudd  that  he  hadiicviT  realized  It  bel'on-! 
Hut  then,  he  had  not  had  riuich  with  which  to  coini)ari> 
it.  "  Vou  owe  .^onielliin^  to  your  naiue,"  .land  had 
written.  His  nanit'I  What  was  it  imt  a  word  —  or 
was  it  himself  Y  Prc-.('(;lt  talked  a  j^ood  deal  about 
one's  duty  to  one's  self.  Allow  ini:,  then,  ti.at  he  owed 
sueh  a  duty,  surely  he  was  the  hoi  judue  of  its  nature. 
Was  it  to  return  to  the  iiaf-xminolenl  >tale  from  m  hieh 
Ivolli  had  awakened  liim?  To  the  deadly  .sameness, 
the  routine  vi  it.  the  livin>^  up  to  some  one  else's 
idea  of  him.      Kmj)hatieally  not! 

"Come  to  think  of  it,"  he  niurnuired,  "I've  alirajin 
been  bored  until  the  la.>t  few  days.  No  millionaire 
twins  or  I3arl)ara  Chiehesters  for  me  —  no,  sir!"  he 
C'unekuled  with  a  Yankee  twang. 

("eeil  was  a  simple  peison  with  elean,  elemental 
thoUL'hts  and  dr.-iires.       \\'ith  him  thin;zs  were  or  thi'V 


were  n 


cnown  pie 


ot.     Th 


le  gray,  illusive  etcliin).;s  of  life  were  un- 


f  lif( 


tures  to  him,  and,  had  he  seen  them,  1 


not  have  understood.      To  him   tl 


le  would 


lull's   were   irue  or 


tli?v  were  not  —  elean,  or  oirtv,  and  from  the  Intter 


he  turned  instantly  in  utter  disirust. 


'Of 


course, 


IP 


would  have  said  with  wondering  blue  eyes.     His  mind 
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Ii;i(l  developed  slowly,    niaturlnj^    grailually  but  dcfl- 
nilely;  ho  was  loath  to  aocopt  anything  new,  hut,  once 
accrnlcd,    he    assimilated     it     thoroughly.     A    lesson 
Ic.irncd   was  never  forgotten.     Thus,  when   his  situa- 
liiin  among  hi>;  kind   and    tlu-ir  status  auuHig  the   in- 
habitants uf   the  earth  presented   i!s«"lf  clearly  to  his 
mind,  lie  cohnired  neither  side  of  the  soeial  question 
with  tradition  nor  sentimentality,  but   weighefl  tlu-ir 
merits  in  the  honest  scales  of  his  iinjirejudiced  vision. 
True    n(»l)ility    and    true    simjilicity    are    identical  — 
that  is  a  platitude:  but  seldom  had  this  tii.ic-lionoured 
.saying  found  so  perfect  an  example  of  ils  proof  as  in 
Cecil    Fitz-W  illianis.      IJy    some    accident    of    training 
or  inheritance  he  had  attained  to  this   allitudc.  diared 
ordy  by  a  few  of  the  earthborn,  ;iinl,  a>  .•  iiilc,  earth 
supported;  and  a  mode  of  li'.ini:  wliicii    wnnM   hjive 
warped  most  men   into  an   artiii.ial   pr<Hlu(  (   of  false 
culture   and    loose-ended   ethics    li..d    f;iiied    to   touch 
him.     He    had    tiozcd    through    it    all,    auaking    oidy 
at   those   rare   intervals   when   a    reality,   penetrating 
the  wjills  of  the  human  corral,  had  brushed  against 
him.     And  although  his  impulses  came  raljier  seldf»m, 
he  never  resisted  them   when   they  did.     They  \ ere 
a  part  of   life,  and  it  would  have  a;;pcared  to  him  a.s 
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;il)~ii;ii  !•>  Iliuart  tlicrii  as  to  siijipros  an  iticliiiaf icni 
III  inl.  I'lii.  a>  it  !i,ip[)('ii(il.  111-  inspiration^  ucp', 
ru!'',  "1    '.  n!"i-<'  I'l'Hiantie  than  :lan^(T()!i>  nature. 


a,> 


;inil  ->()  iiKl  hini  no  liai'in 


iitrcio 


re    he    .st( 


lor    x'tnc    Iniic   on 


thr    1 


)nMf 


(cirn  T  in  liarrinj^ton,  liccdlos  of  (he  clanionr  of  its 
one  trolley  oar  wliich  dashed  proudly  K,\ ,  liespatl<T- 
]wj.  him  uitli  mud  from  it^  freshly  watered  track,  and 
turned  the  ciucstion  of  his  further  action  over  in  his 
mind  as  deliherately  as  he  did  tlie  letter  in  his  hand. 

W  hat  was  the  use  of  olieyin;,'  tliaf  eommaiid  of  caste? 
What  was  the  snhsfanee  of  its  claim  upon  him? 

A  thousand  new  (piestions  sn^j;cste<l  themselves, 
hnl  he  hrushed  them  aside  and  concentrated  upon  the 
issiit>  of  th(>  moment,  nhviously.  he  did  not  wish 
to  return  to  the  dominion  of  Lady  Ilyiliary.  Indeed, 
with  the  sweet   face  of  I.olli  still  fresh  in  his  memor\'. 


aiK 


1  the  eall  of  till'  road  in  his  Mood,  t  h.e  idea  of  u'oi 


"S 


h.ick  srciiied  monstrous,  unnatural,  almost  a  j/iiy.si- 
(il  impossiliiiity.  |}ut  sor.ietjiin^'  nmst  lie  done,  as 
he  'dnld  not  remain  in  this  nuly,  provincial  town 
fore\(T.  lie  might  return  at  once  to  Prescoll"s,  hut, 
in  I  hat  case,  how  was  he  to  exi)lain  his  alis(>nce  to  that 
k<'en      whip-longucd     indi\idual?      lie     looked     aliout 


IN    sr,\R(  II    OF     ARCADY 

liiui  ill  perplexity  ;i>  llioiigli  expecting  that  the  dull 
row  1)1"  hriek  liiii!(lii!^>  oppo^-ite  would  solve  hi.s  •irob- 
leiii  for  him.  And  they  did  ofler  ;i  temporary  solii- 
tioii,  at  least.  Slowly  the  context  of  the  tiiij>-foot 
>i^ni  on  one  of  them  hegan  to  force  itself  upon  hi.s  iuat- 
tenlive  nn"nfl : 

PIIIXKAS  J.   IJROWX'S  EMPORTIM 
\VIIOI.i:s.\Li;    FlHMTriU:,   CARPETt,   KL'GS, 
GLASSWARE. 
Ol'I'DOOR   RI'NCIIES  AND  CHAIRS 
\    SI'KCIALTY. 
RAIN  OR  ST'N  (' \\"V  'i  \KE  TTTE  PAINT  OFF! 
VIsrroRS  WKl.COMK! 
There    was    \n<    ansucr    staring'    him    in    the    face. 
Slowly   he   tore    Lady    IIylliary'>   li  Iter   into   liit.s  and 
cro.s.scd  the  str<M't. 

Inside  the  Knipiirinm  were  many  articles  iie.sides 
those  named  npor-  tin  -iu'n.  K\idently  Mr.  IJrown 
fonnd  il  proiit;il)le  to  rnn  a  -ide  lii  <-  of  candy,  -hoes, 
rihlioiis,  ,<nt]  f;d-e  li.iir.  But,  fur  the  most  i>art,  the 
lari:t\  ranit-lir.L;  store  was  he;iped  hiali  with  stickv 
new  furnitiire  of  the  very  v.iriety  that  had  hc(  ome  so 
f.indh'.ir  to  ( 'ceil  during  the  p;;. I  few  days.  'I'e  justify 
the    vordiiig    over    the  door,  at    llie  rear    of  the  slnp 
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were  gathered  tin 


.f; 


IS  up 


fcrcd  ill  l)ili()Us-cr('>'n 


plush,  aiid  a  nioajTo  assortineiit  of  prt'sstd  ^'hi>su;ir<' 
upon  a  ftnv  dusty  -injvf^.  riii-  m;dn  -lock,  h<)\vc"\ri-. 
was  pirdcu  furniture,  and  a  ( liccrfnl  clatter  fmui  \\li;;t 
(>vi(iontlv    the    faclory    ovorlioad    he-poke    in  )re 


was 


W()0( 


k'l!  seals  and 


of  ciunplel  ion. 


tables  and  clothes  nuk>  in  progress 


'["lie  ,:  tiiinalic  iiropnclor.  Ah.  lirown,  was  lounging 
acro-is  the  candy  ca^e  talking  t(.  a  tall,  iniddlo-agcd 
man  wilh  a  goatrtv  With  the  exception  of  this  man, 
the  shoj)  \va^  cniply  <>f  customers. 


W( 


lid   I  lie  hearded  one,  concludiiiL'    hi>  bar- 


gain, "you  send  I  he  hcnches  round  to  the  jail  soi7ie  time 
terday.    Payment  on  de!i\'ery  —   Fnele  Sam's  money '" 

'1  he  j)roprietor  wheezed  assont. 

"All  right,  Bill,"  hv  said,  "that  suits  me."  Then 
he  turned  to  Cecil. 

'['he  cue  aiitlre»ed  a^  "Bill,"  .although  hi-,  hu-^ness 


appearci!  at  an  fwu,  only  withdrew  as  far  as  the  end 
of  the  eounter,  and,  resting  hi.s  elbow  upon  it,  Cxed  his 
fjaJ^P  upon  Cei'l  and  adjusted  hini-elf  ]:\  such  a  fa>hion 
as  would  enaiije  him  to  get  a  full  view  of  the  newcomer 
and   his   i>urchasing,   with   the  lea-t   possible  personal 


(Iwrom 


fort. 
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<  fcil  -l;'lc(l  lii-,  ca-.c:  1I<>  |i;iii  .1  lar^'c  clijiir  ua^'oii 
u  hirli  111  \.i-lu'(|  lo  rcpl<rii-li.  lie  ha'i  practically 
>-"!(l  out  diiriiif,'  the  la-l  I'cv.  <la\s  and  lie  must  punhasc 
.>t<)ck  hdorc  j^niiiu'  farther.  Seeing'  Mr.  iJrown's 
s\'/\\,  lie  liad  iii--taiitly  liccii  cimviiiccd  that  Mr.  Hr<)\M>, 
and  iKi  iilhi'r,  was  the  vcrx'  man  t<>  --npply  hiiii.  IIo 
would  like  III  liM\  and  load  i.'niiH'cliately.  .Mr.  Brown 
locked  a!  liiii  >n-piciondy  liecaii^e  of  t  lie  coinpliinerif . 
I>ld  till'  fellow  waul  eredli!''  .\().  ill.  fellou  did  noi ; 
lie  '..oiild  i)a\  ca-li.  Mr.  r.rowii  looked  more  f^raeicis 
and  .it  once  liecamc  alleiitive  ami  full  of  practical 
.'<n;r,t:('slioii>.  Wa^  Ihewa-on  near-  (  onld  it  not  he 
sent  for  in  order  !h,il  the  |)iirchasO-<  nii;,iit  Ik  pnt  on 
in  the  order  in  wliicli  I  hey  were  i.iade.'  Tliey  could 
and  vhonld.  A  >!nall  l)o>  wa-.  despatciied  for  the 
leani.  lie  n^tnrn.d  ]  rcM'tiMv  to  inform  I  hern  that 
the  livery  -lakle  man  "(  fii-ed  to  rema  r  I  hem  u]>  't^itli- 
out  an  order-  ('(<•!!  \>,,'iit  i\ir  them  hinivclf,  and  tht-n 
the    dickerin:^    l>e;:.;n. 

I  l;e  liiiyiiu'  o|  nierchaiidi^e  -eemed  almost  as  ainus- 
int'  a-  the  selling'  oi  it,  and  the  article^  lhem<elve> 
Wfre  so  nice-  clean,  sjron:'.,  useful  IhinLTs.  and  not 
iiid).  aiilifnl  -  heantifnlly  practical,  at  any  rate.  The 
man  uilh  the  gi;,ate(>  loimued  aliout  in  a  most  friciidly 
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iiKUwier,  offering  an  occ;i>i<jii;il  word  of  advice.  He 
was  u  nice  man  with  a  mild  manner  and  a  cheerful 
voiec.  The  shop  cat  took  a  ;;Teal  fam  y  lo  him,  >how- 
eiin^  him  with  attenti()n>,  lo  which  he  occasionally 
responded  by  seratehini,'  her  head.  Ce  ii  purchased 
i;reen  nx^kers  and  red  r(Hker>,  red  lienclies  and  ^reen 
heuches,  e;imp  chairs  with  cane  seats,  clothes  ra(  k>, 
and  a  willow  lounge;  also  red  tables  and  green 
tables. 

"We're  carryin'  a  fine  line  of  buckets  this  year,  " 
-.aid  the  proprietor,  "strong  wooden  ones  with  genu- 
itip  copper  hoops.     They're  sellin'  powerful  well." 

He  held  one  up  for  inspection. 

"Right-o,"  .said  Cecil,  with  delight.  "I'll  lake 
twelve." 

It  was  a  beautiful  thing,  that  bucket,  with  its  white, 
smoothly  planed  .surface  and  gleaming  cop{)er  hoops  — 
so  stiong,  so  work-worthy  —  .so  rail!  He  quite  adored 
it:  was  it  not  a  .symbol  of  simplicity?  L<:t  the  crystal 
decan'   '  of  society  make  place! 

He  bought  a  great  many  things,  ami,  toward  tiic 
end,  became  rather  alarmed  that  the  bill  might  excv'cd 
his  ready  money;  but.  to  his  intense  siirpri>e,  he  found 
that  half  of  the  .lum  obtained  from  his  .sales  wa.-   sulli- 
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oient   to  it.iy   for  his  ciilire  purchase.     Why,  at   this 
rate,  he  would  m)ou  Ik-  rirhl 

It  wa-^  riiiuii  l)if(»if  the  wa^'oii  was  lf)afle(l  an<i  the 
reckoning'  |>,ii-i,  Imt  I  lie  iikmi  w'lli  the  goatee  had  re- 
mained, and  when  Cecil  dcsccn, Jed  the  steps  t)f  the 
store,  the  iii.iu  aro>c  and  followed  hini. 

"Where  ar(!  you  ^'oin'  t(.  eat,  stranger?"  he  a>ked, 
afTal.ly. 

"I  don't  know,"  replied  the  other.  "It  will  be 
just  a  bite,  and  then  I  must  be  ofT." 

"Well,  there'.s  Clyde's  Imperial  Cafe,"  said  the 
man.  "I  generally  eat  there  my.self.  Suppose  we 
go  there." 

Cecil,  nothing  loath,  consented,  for  the  man  had 
.something  winning  al)out  him,  and  his  mild  manners 
were  cer'-xinly  attractive  rather  than  otherwi.se.  So 
they  led  the  wagon  along  the  winding  str<'et  unlil 
they  eanu-  to  the  jilace  mentiontnl.  It  was  rather  a 
dingy  little  buildiim,  })ut  e\-idenllv  the  best  eatin" 
place  that  the  town  afVorded,  and  they  en Lered,  .select- 
ing a  table  near  tiie  door.  At  tic  cu.'>  outside  the 
horses  re>,tefl   in  noondiy   comforl,    noses  in  feed  bags. 

"What  did  you  say  the  name  uas.^"  asked  the  man 
ulien  they  hau  ordered. 

[  v'.>.i  ] 
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"  ritz-\ViIli;iiii-.,"  rrplicii  ('(><il,  who  li;>(l  t,(,i  |,r(>- 
vi(iu>>ly  said  anylliini;  ah.Hit  it. 

"New  around  llu-r  [)..rt>!"  rfmarki-<l  his  host. 
■  rtii  Hill  Crawford,  the  shcrifT." 

"Ir.dt'cdl"  said  (Ceil.  "Do  the  people  hen*  kee[) 
Villi  liusy,  or  is  il  a  dull  liorlh?" 

"Well,  of  course  th(>  peoi)le  thai  hchmij  here  arc  ail 
ri„'lit,"  said  the  arm  of  the  law.  "Hut  we've  had 
coii-iderahle  trouble  with  the  pypsies  lately." 

"Is  that  so?"  Ceeil  returned  politely.  "They  are 
rather  a  had  lot.  I  tak:-  it?" 

"Some    are,"    answered    th(>    gentle   sherifT.     "Hut 


-oil;*'     O 


f     I 


lein  are  as  luee  a  set  of  folks  as  you'd  see 
aiivwhere.  TIktc  s  a  little  gypsy  girl  that  goes  ahont 
liere  s(>lliii'  horiaets,  and  .she's  as  straight  as  any  lady 
in  this  town  !  " 

He  brought  his  fist  down  upon  the  table  with  a 
blow  wl  (»se  emi)hasis  m;ide  the  doughnuts  jump  i,' 
tlieir  china  Inusket,  ami  Cecil  choked  ajjon  his  mouth- 
ful of  coffee. 

"I  expect  that  must  be  the  girl  I've  seen  along  the 
road,"  ho  managed  to  utter  with  some  degree  of  calm- 
ness when  he  had  n^'overed  his  breath.  "Has  she 
bf^en  around  here  lately?" 
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I'hf  >»li'rilT  L':i%('  a  ^low  cliiirklr. 

"I  s:iv.  Ii'T  :il)uiit  four  il.i\-  ap>,  over  near  .Icriclio," 
iif  n  plicfj.  "  ( iiU'^-  ii  >  I  In-  -.line  ;^  ill,  all  ii;:lil  rXTry 
Mill-  not  ices  ii<T  —  lii;^  cyo,  i'mmy  lit  I  !<•  i  art,  aiHJ  cTa/y 
kiiul  (^f  iiatiic  —  l.olli  Si)tiu-I  iiiMU  >lic">  j>r(il)aM\ 
with  llic  cani])  up  1  lit-  rnail  I'y  I  ln'  lair  ;^T(Mnul  now." 

'"Is  IIhtc  ;i  Irihi-  (•M(aiii|Hi|  near?""  a^kcil  Civil. 

"Sure!  'llicy'rc  lln'  oiio  l)ct,'n  giviiT  us  ;ill  the 
trouMf,"  \'.  a>  till-  iT>p(iu^c. 

.\n(l  111'  laiiiK  I:  tl  oil'  into  a  (Iclaiicd  accoiuit  of  n 
\aiii  ^car' li  for  >toIi-n  imrM-^  in  uliiiji  he  liad  [)artir- 
ipatcil.  Ac-coniitij,'  to  Mr.  iJill  Crawford,  tlic  ^'\  p>if>i 
u<T('  (lie  curse  of  the  counl  r\  >idt>  and  >ly  a>  fo\c^.  for 
I  hey  had  tic\<T  \<'l  ixcn  convieled,  ahlion^di  there  \\a> 
little  nior  d  douht  of  Ihtir  unilt. 

While  lie  talked,  (ceil  was  tiiinkin^'  raj)idly. 
CouM  she  have  n  ti.i'ncd  to  her  propjc?  Had  she  been 
nally  an  outcast  of  '.his  trihe?  and  had  they  perhaps 
forgiven  and  reccivod  her  hack?  Ilt-r  manner,  when 
-l)cakin^  of  tin-  trilx-^,  her  retiiciue  a!>out  her  jteople, 
iier  hurt  silence  wlieiievcr  he  |)ur-ucd  the  mailer,  al' 
confirmed  (he  notion  that  she  was  for  some  reason 
alu-natcd  from  her  kin.  Pcrhaj)s  she  had  hccti  u  rongly 
ju<'used  of  something,  and  had  heen  |)roved  innocent, 
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and  r<.H.'^t,il)li>lic.l  utnott^,'  tlu'  \sumiLTLTs,    in  that  case, 
why  shuiilt!  lif  iiiit  \\>i[  I  lie  ( atn[i  atuJ  try  to  >.(>o  'irr' 

What     \V>ii||,!    f<.||<i\s     IlI-'O!!     -i!(!!    a     >.  l -it     hr    ruuld    iililv 

fjuoss,  l.iil   the  iiffil  of  her,  uhl(  h  hr  h;i.!  (liuii^'il  .  oii- 
tmllcl.   was   iiia>lcriiif,'   hiiii   aL;.iiii,  iunl   an\    (liaruc  of 


■tin;.!  iHT  (Ircu    hiiii   \\kr  a   maj^iict. 


!<•  (Icl'Mirniifi 


to  make  for  the  t  ii(  amprinMit  as  soon  as  he  roiiM  fnc 
liirn-rif  from  tin-  niihl  ihti  nljon  of  |ii>  ho~t. 

A  feu-  iii(|iiiiic>  clicilcl  \]\v  fact  ih.it  the  ;;y[.si(»s 
utTf  livin;:  alxnit  a  mile  frorr  the  to\\ii  on  (he  out- 
skirts of  the  now  (h'xTtid  fair  ^rouniU.  whrp',  rxcrs 
aiitiiimi,  thf  roiinty  calllc  and  croji  show  was  h.M 
'I'hc  vat:rar-|s  haJ  only  arrived  thai  day,  liiil  wcrf 
alrrady   niakinL.'  thiir  |)r<vscn(r  fell.      The  uo n  had 


tircn   atioiif    th<'   lowfi   tdhnt;  fori 


UK's   all   morning' 


Micrt'  was  one  now! 


C'cil    looked    caf.'crjy    t 


arross  tlic  street,  Imt  it 


liimdh'  of  niarketin<i  stntf  in  1 


<)    wl,(  ir    ihe    (nan    [)ointed 


was  oniv  an  old  woman  wit! 


ler  apron. 

"These  ^\  psics  certainly  are  <|ueer."  con<hided  Mr. 
Crawford,  as  tliey  rose  to  leave  "Tliey  ha\c  two 
names  for  everything',  even  (heir  (iim  iniiur.  '!" 
here  crowd's  called  Hearne,  hul  they  ^ive  it  :inoli 
<|"e    than    that    amon^'    themselves  —  somethin;.'    f 
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eign-^ouuding  —  iJalonnc  ro,  I  think  it  is.  My 
assistant,  .lini,  used  to  go  about  \\itii  thoin  u  lot  before 
he  refcM-iiu'd.  r.iid  iu-  says  it  iiicaii^  "liairy  I'ulk." 
'riuTc's  tlircc  meanings  to  ouv  word  --  can  you  beat 
that?" 

Cecil  wi-hcd  he  iiii^ht  hear  more  alxuil  llic  reformed 
•liiii,  but  l;i^  auxicly  to  pmcIi  tlu-  caiiii)  \sas  greater 
still:  so  he  bade  lii>  new  friend  fanwell,  received  from 
him  the  u>nal  hearty  invitation  to  call  next  year,  and 
was  off  down  the  hard,  ulute  r;)ad,  the  lior-e-  trotting 
in -lily,  and  their  dri\<'r  singing  under  his  breath  to 
the  rhvthm  of  their  hoof  beats. 
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MKA.WVIIIIJ-;  t!ir  j.jitriarcl.a  family  of 
IJalonntMi^ro  had  t\\i<f  .^liifted  their 
alii«liii^-})hicc,  liaviii^'  Mijoiniicd  for  liie 
|/ro(li[j,ious  j)eri()(i  uf  t!irc<'  wliolf  (hiV'-  in  a  sin^lf 
v])()t.  Like  a  p)rm-()U>,  iiiaiix  -hut-d  <a(iTj)il]ar,  the 
<ara\"arisai'\"  had  erau  iecl  thnmi^h  tin-  iiit(i"\eiiiii^  eomi- 
Iry  and  up  the  stiTp  side  of  a  iiujuntaiii  to  a  favourite 
<,iinping  uround  at  Indian  Leap  The  roads  aKin^ 
wliieh  they  had  pa>--ed  were  jjractically  deserted, 
and  the  new  site,  on  tile  hnjw  of  a  touerin;^ 
<  litf,  had  no  neif^idiour  save  the  splendid  estate 
uf  (uyh-r  Sluyvesant.  uhieh  sjjread  for  >onie  three 
hundred  aere>  at  the  foot  uf  the  mountain. 
StuNvoant  l)red  the  finest  horses  in  Berkshire,  and 
the  move  was  considered  significant  Ly  the  gossips 
uf  the  tribe.  Now  it  wa>  that  their  hin^nia^e,  indilVer- 
ently  preserved  as  it  is,  served  them  well,  for  thouj^li 


I  N     Si;.Ut(   I!     Ol'      M:r  \  I'N 

lew  '.|,;)1  (•  llif  pun-  ./iitjarrij/l',  :ill  lui'i  .■oiiiiii.iru  I  ..f 
\\lial      1^     r.illfd      ilic     '    liliiLvll     i;illj4ll;ii;<',"     allil,     ruiisc- 

(|iii'nily,  il  w.i--  |)n-^ili|f  III  (li-cii^-,  [\n  variolic  iiicrils 
1)1  the  horx'-,  riuht  aiiioiiL;  tlic  lv;tiiH'r>  and  ~talj|(ii;i'ii, 
\'.iihuiil  tli.>~t'  1\  ii\M-\  I'd  uaU'lifi's  InMii.ii,' aware  ol  uliat 
\\a>  .uuiim  (Ml. 

"'rwano  f;r>'.  t\\aiiii  ^.'ry, 

<  uiii  sf  (lickinit  ii^'ro?" 
"('•IJico  o  ua-i  a  (idrnio  live, 

(  iiliicii  (j'.s  a  Kiiinliy  (  lial  " 

"Little  horse,  little  horse. 

Who  is  your  master?" 
"Now  he  is  a  ^i^^'itleman. 

Vow  he  is  a  <;yp«\'." 

So  >nu<i  Dclcn^ro  a>  Ik-  rod*-  up  from  tlic  valley,  and 
paiix'd  a  iiioiiK  III  to  i^azc  a(  a  >leiidtT  ii^ure  -illioiU'lU'd 
ai^aiii^l  llir  j..old(Mi  >un.>el.  ll  was  Lolli,  >tandiii;^  on 
I  III'  cd.m-  of  the  prccinicr  \\lu'r(',  ;i  hinuired  years  ago, 
an  Indian  princess  had  Ieai)ed  to  freedom  and  deatli 
front  I  lie  iiaiid-,  of  iier  white  eajjtors.  Tli(>  sight  of 
her  ioneline->  .^ent  a  pang  to  his  sii.seej)lil.le  heart, 
lor  he  had  l)een  attraeled  \>y  in-r  al  lirst  sight,  and  in 
I  he  lew  days  of  his  giiardian>hii)  she  iiad  grown  ver\ 
dear  lo  him.  'I'his  afternoon  he  had  ri(hlen  forth  on 
-■'■me  errand,  leaving  her  in  the  hand-  of  Miriam  and 
.Vilo|p|iu>,  who  had  rejoined  I  iiem  liefore  the  remo\al. 
And    now    Ddengro     rejoiced    for  many    reasons:    his 
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"TniiHl  IukI  hvvn  >U('c('>-.ful;  lii-  liralliiy  noiiiii,' 
;i|)|)ctih>  uoiild  he  ajijx-a^fd  Ky  the  wutidtTiul 
cuokiiif^  tvliicli  uus  to  1)('  t'oiuul  ill  .Miri,!!n\ 
laiiipfirf,  u  licrc  In-  s\a<  now  a  coiistatil  i^iicsl  In  In\ 
iillicial  capacity;  l)iit  \h--\  of  all,  lie  would  soon  he  in 
llcr  prc-ciicc.  So  lie  saiii:;  with  all  \Ur  lVr\(iUr  llial 
-\a>  in  Inin,  liis  clear  voice  floating,'  lii;^li  on  I  he 
opal-tiiitcd  air. 

I'lic  lean  i>oriy  l)ot\veeii  his  knees  j)n\scntly  r<"snni<  d 
ilic  accent  of  its  own  xolitiop,  and  wilh  a  lissome  pn!) 
of  sirainiiiL'  neck  and  shoulder-,  lifled  hint  oul  of  Ihc 
sIkkIow  into  the  fioldcti  t;lor\'  njjon  the  nioiinlain 
eresl.  The  camp  lay  a  litth-  to  the  left  of  the  sleep 
roadway's  ilfhoiiclir,  and  all  I)elween  was  sjccpcd  in 
ihc  mellow  litrht.  A  dusty  track  la\  alon:;  the  clitV's 
I  di;e  to  where  the  first  white  tent  reared  its  peak,  Iml 
it  was  deserted  save  for  a  lit  tie  ci.t  tonlai!  laMiil  which 
Miirried  into  the  hrush  from  under  the  horse's  lu'of-. 
However,  this  eniptiness  did  not  deeci\e  ihc  youth, 
who  scjiichod  the  tan;.;led  jirowth  of  the  cliiV  .je  for 
an  op(Miin^'  as  he  [)assc<l  slowly  l)y.  There  it  w.isat 
List,  a  masked  trail  l)etweeii  the  wild  n)se  liraiuMc-. 
He  turned  the  horse's  jn'ad  along  the  narrow  way, 
and  in  a  monicul  -lood  hesiile  her. 
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Ldlli's  [)()>(>  was  motionless  as  tha'  of  a  statiK*. 
ami  tlic  shcli-likc,  project iiiu  led^^e  on  wln'di  she  stooci 
erilianced  (tie  .■tl'ecl.  Tiie  ^reat  rolliii-  I, raid,  of  her 
1  air  caught  and  flaslied  haek  deain-  ot  tlie  .etliiiL'  vun 
from  some  niy.lerions  (i(i)tlis  of  !ii,.ir  dark  loveli- 
nes>.  and  tlie  ricline-s  of  her  InxnrianI  eoionrini:  \va - 
acceidnaled.  too,  l)_\  the  insidions  liulil.  Deleimro 
^'a-[)e(l  for  pleasure  as  he  eatiie  iij)  softly.  It  ua^  a- 
if  one  of  thoM-  earved  and  jjainted  madonri.,s  of  ihe 
-onthern   S{)ain  he   loved   had   heen   endowed  with    lit'.' 

!>y   divine   j)ow(>r:     Ah.    wi   Dihfilt :     At    first    he 

lliou^'ht  she  was  alone.  l)nf  xo,,ri  lie  espied  Adolphii-. 
.•It  a  little  di-tanee.  who  with  thrifty  hands  was  yather- 
in;,'  Mime  fraurant  v  .Id  r;ivpl,erries  from  their  graceful 
vine:  he  was  deeply  ahsorhed  in  the  ta-k.  nelen^ro 
sliii  from  his  hor^e.  .nnd.  throwing  the  l.ridle  over  tlu' 
I'e.asfs  neek.  stood  heside  her -ilenfly.  She  ^ave  him 
a  little  half-smile  of  fiTe<'tin<:,  and  then  turned  apiin 
to  the  scene  I.efore  them.  For  a  while  they  .stood 
without  a  word,  hushed  l,y  the  heauty  of  the  evening. 
The  cliff  dropp(>d  away  ahruptly  for  some  several 
Imndred  feet  of  clean-cut  rock.  I.arren  exceptin,::  a  few 
hardy  horry  hushes  which  lod^'ed  here  and  there  in 
the  cracks.     \\  its  base  ran  a  firm,  white  road,  tree- 
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less  aiui  (.■xai.L  (jf  uiitlinc,  uhik-  on  oitlior  luuul  hoyoiid 
the  I)ro;i(l  cxpaiisr  ni  tlic  iin.';ul(iw>  rosf  t\v(j  ranges 
..f  hills  wlik'h  Nijrcad  away  from  thi>,  their  juiiilurc. 
\\kv  the  stick>  of  a  half-open  fan.  'i"he  hroadeninji 
vnlley  ahead  x-enied  intenninal)Ie,  and  on  its  ample 
lioM)m  lay  a  dozen  townships,  wide  seattere(i.  while 
painted,  with  thin  >;i)ire-  risini,'  traiuiuilly  in  their 
midst.  In  the  distance,  ih  ■  horizon  lay  wrai)p(Hl  in 
mystery:  th.)se  far  r'.me-  of  hazy  hlne  -  -  were  they 
in  reality  jireen-elad  mountains?  or  were  they  hut 
haid^s  of  di-tanl  eloud.  their  whitene.ss  dinuned  in  the 
d,\  in^'  li^^lit?  NeariT,  tlie  crest  on  which  they  stood 
threw  a  lilack  shadow  over  the  land  -  a  thick,  dark 
IKilch,  duller  hy  contrast  with  the  li.L'ht  beyond,  and 
diaped  like  a  nd^hty  hand  whose  ind(>x  finger  (the 
■liadow  of  a  tall,  lonely  pine  tree  perched  hi.udi  upon 
the  roeksi  pointed  to  the  east.  Within  it>  radiu>  i>f 
M'scral  miles  lay  the  stock  farm,  parcelled  out  into 
-'luare  pa-lure>.  each  (Miclosed  hy  a  neatly  kept  fence 
aid  hedficrow.  From  the  heights,  t!ie-e  fields,  to- 
gether with  those  distant  and  less  regular  ones  })elong- 
ing  to  the  nearer  farmstead^,  resejnhled  a  huge  chess- 
hoard  on  which  the  chessmen  were  the  shadow.s  of 
the  neighbouring  hills. 
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■"Wl.al    arl    lliinkii,,..   ..f.    |,|ll..    Hnu,-.-'-    ,..k,.,|    |),.| 

■■My   -M.I    |,a>    1,..,,,    iookin,.^   .Iowa   ii|,.,n    i|,  ,.m„.. 

"-M,.,-,-  .Ih-  sai:i  v.TV  M.rily.  ,,>,.aki„^  as  if  to  IhtmII'. 

;"'■'"•>■  l'"v..  all  Imvm  so  M.K.II        M.,o,u(,a<tan.lh,.,lu...l 

'"■    !'■!-•    (lioM.    inra.lou.    tlirrr,  an.l    ve(.   uhil,     I   uas 

''■""":^lluMn.ll,..ys,..,n,.,Uo  v.Tv  ui.l,.     -   >o  v.rv  l,i^' 

'    '"•'    ""'     !^'">w     llial    tlu.y    ha.l    lMMi„.h,rirs.      Xou  ^F 

i'av..|.M,.-lK..la,val..x,.,.n..,Mv        am  ia.in;.  M.„utl,i„^ 

"'■■''    '  ''•■^^•'  ""'   ",ain,ta.lur...|  in  onl.-r  to  ^ix ,.  naMlf 

"-"-(ion        an.l  all  l!„.o.lu.r>s....n.  small        madnn,- 

'"'        "'"••''•"^vn  an.l   mras„r.-,l.      I  ,,„.  s^r  tlu.m  all 

•it  "iicc.  j|ic\-  arc  >o  U'w'" 

"A'i'l   voiK  ol.   liltl.  flou.T'  hav  pai.i   a   lii.l,  pn,.,. 

'"  ''■^"•"   '>"l.v        tlial    N.H.   know  so   v.ry   litll..,-   .ai.l 
DclciiLiro. 

••"'-  'l-voukmnv--.|,rask,..lin,,ui..t  ,u<.s|iou, 
'"'t  s..m.-),ou  uilhont  snr,,risr  tl.at  I..-  should  n-spon.l 
><>  i-asily  to  Ih-i-  mood. 

"Who  dors  „ot  l.an.  that  lesson.^-  Ih-  .vphVd  uith 
^'^Itm;:.      ••|i..t,M,n.|y.yo„arcnotsol.i!(,.r,,l   1„  ,„,■ 

'-l'liv<'  IxTc:  unless  you  loved  us,  why  .hd  you  conu.? 
An.l  sill,-,,  you  came,  why  not  stay.^" 

■■'  ••'""■  '"'<-'>'s.-   I   ...uld   not  slay  away,-  she  re- 
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pliiil  in  tlic  K<)iiian\  wlinli  now  ciinr  lu  licr  nunc 
rciulily.  "A  call  was  in  iii\  blood,  ^iiiuiiiL',  Miii;iiiji 
lilt'  >oiil:  ot  tlif  opfii  roaii,  oj'  the  dii^l  and  l!ic  -nn, 
of  llic  1  ;'iii[)  fire  and  the  ^ti-aniinu  kctlic.  of  the  Iiu>li 
o\rr  llic  >lcf|)inp,  cani]).  Il  i^  like  llic  ni<'nior_\  of  a 
dnani,  ni,>  know  Kdur  oi  llic-c  I  hint:-,  wlndi  -w(i|(x 
"\(T  nn-  ofli'?i,  for  a  wliilc  dri\  ini:  away,  ainio-l  coni- 
)i|i'(i|y,  I  he  incinorv  of  my  dailv  life.  Il  had  a  -Iranuc 
power  uvcr  nie  which  1  could  not  resist,  ami  so  -  I 
cjinit'." 

"T  can-  not  wliat  IIh'  old  women  >ay!"  he  cried  in 
ilie  -ame  tonune.  "'riion  are  an  Kt;yptian;  that  lean 
-wear.      And  Iia-  the  call  then  died?" 

"No,"  she  replied  in  Kn^li-h,  "I  still  hear  it,  Iml 
it  is  faint.  I  fear  and  fear  what  may  he  in  -tore  for 
me.  I  am  loath  to  tjo,  y'_'t  IcMig  only  to  esea|»e;  I  am 
like  two  per,-ons  in  one.  Yesterday  I  lonu'ed  for  cool 
ihinii-,  for  ,i,Tay  thou'dits  and  (juiet  voices:  to-da\  I 
am  u;  j»-y,  thouuh  I  hate  myself  for  it,  and  I  am  alive 
with  love  for  ;:yp-y  thin.qs.  "Tat to  ratli  se  ien,"" 
-Ik-  addivi,  with  a  litile  sol)l)ino  hniLtli. 

Her  miml  wa-  in  truth  at  that  moment  with  (ceil 
and  that  fir-t  -iher  in'^'ht  when  they  talked  toL^etlur 
in  111'  moonlight:  !>ut   the  lioy  he-ide  her  did  not  know 
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this,  (-..nl.!  II. .1  liMvo  ^'ucss<■.|  it,  and  to  liim  ihcM-  l.i.t 
words  u.Tt>  as  water  lu  ;i  lliir-tin^;  man.  I{,.f,,rc-  ^h, 
was  aware  (.r  what  ua^  liajipeniii^' liis  ariii->  were  alx.ut 
li-r  an. I  llicy  were  swaying'  (laii^jcn.ii^ly  ii.'ar  tlir  edge 
<•'■  Mk-  did,  uliil,.  I,,.  j„,iin-,|  a  tor.-eiif  of  passioiiutf 
\M'r.|>  into  licr  ear. 

•'Aye,  Ihon  art  ri-Iit  :  they  liave  liot  1.1(.(..|,"  h,.  \\hi>- 
I"''<-<1    fiereely.      -'riiey    |,,ve    a^    tlu'    i,ai,tlier>    „f    ll„. 
(ioserl,   as   the  wiM   foxes  ,,f   H,,-   wo.,,!.      'Ih.ui   art   .,f 
I'le  M.mh!  and  I  am. .fit;  strong'  are  our  doircs.      My 
l"v.-will  last  thee  .int..  d,-at  li,  an.l  tlio,,  wilt  he  strong 
and  sufficient   unto  m.-.      Tremble  not,  ()  litH,.  sifter 
of    the    I.eeeh    tree'       R,',,„|se    not    the    wi>hes   of    thy 
heart  — nay,    strii^^gle    not    so  fiercely.     Listen!     We 
will    esea[)e    to{,'ether  at    moonrise.       I   liave  this  day 
In'ddeii  fw..  lovely  mares  of  the  farm  helou  ;  they  were 
iTown  once,  l.ul   to-ni-ht   they  will  he  hlack,  and  th,- 
white  stars  „pon  their  foreheads  will  he  hlotle<l  .„if. 
U'li.Mi    ue  are  far  auay,   we  will   sell   them   for   much 
niuiiey.      Th.-n   we  will  cross  the  great  water  to  sun- 
wanned     lands    of    which     r     know.      The     shrr-nigro 
will  make  hani   shift    to   find   us   there.       Come  now, 
little  wild  <„(,  not   so  fi.Tcely  -  save  that   ardour  for 
thy  ki.s.se.s." 
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And  i|c-[)itc  liiT  rcsi^latiic,  wliiih  In-  tcok  for 
<'(>(|iii  tn  ,  lie  t'ci:c.v|  her  f;i<i'  tow.uil  liim,  .iiid  ki^-cil 
lirr  full  iij)i)ii  t  lie  I  111  III  I  li,  l:i-  li|)>  cliii^iii^'  Iuri;4  and  loii^'. 
riirii,  with  a  (lc^|t<Tatf  rn'dit,  slio  hrokp  free  of  liiiii, 
|>n<liiri^  liim  away  witli  all  Iht  ^trfuulli.  She  wa 
successful  in  Inr  intention,  Init  the  a<tion  ^cnt  liini 
ri-rlin^;  the  foo'in;,'  on  which  they  ^food  \\a>  narrow 
and,  to  her  h  iiror,  he  ^uayed  haekuard  and  in  an 
instant  had  <ii>a|i|(ean<l  o\-er  (he  cd;:c  of  the  cliff. 

She  lookei!  wildly  aliont  for  lielp,  and  ^creaiucd 
.doiid,  hut  there  ua>  no  one  in -Niuhl .  AdoI|)llu^,  w  lu  n 
lie  saw  Delen^ro  appear  to  relieve  liini  of  hi-  char;.;e, 
had  louiimMJ  otf,  and  now  there  wa-  no  one  neaivr 
than  tlic  caini),  almost  a  fpiarter  of  a  mile  di-laiit. 
There  wa>  not  a  second  to  he  lo-l  and  help  from  that 
(piarler  was  clearly  unavailable.  Fearfully,  with  iier 
head  cooling  rapidly  aii<l  her  nerves  cominji  hack  into 
control  with  the  necessity  for  action,  she  lay  down 
;ind  peere(l  over  the  ed;,'c  of  tl)(>  rock.  'I'hei'e  on  a  tiny 
leilu'c  lay  DeliMigro,  on<'  hand  grasj)ing  a  saj^e  hush 
whose  slender  roots  might  give  ;it  any  moment;  the 
lediie  itself  was  not  sufficiently  wide  fo  liold  him  un- 
sujiported,  and.  oh,  horroi''  his  right  ar>ii  hung  lini]) 
jit  his  side.      He  was  al)out   twcK;-  feef  heh        her. 
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'""'■   ^'""""^  '"  '"•'■  '■•••■'        WlMl    n.uv?      TIh.  ,,..,.„ 
'""■      -'■'•'^'"^'    '""•-•    '•^'"^'I'l     l"T   ...v...      Ov.w    ln.,„.<.I. 
'•'"..'  an.  vlr:.l.rMlr.p,MllH.r..r..rM..|.,,i,|,,,,,,.,,,, 
l"-l.,vlli.MU,„.r-.sounn,nlVssion.  Im.i  u  i.  ,l  ,i,.|  l|,,.,i 

'"^"'"•'-    ""^^:^         ft     W;.s    ;,     ,„nsl     forlMMMl,.    ,.|,..M..V  T,, 

"'""•'■   ^^'"'    " ""-I"-<I'    'In.   ho,...    ....,,,.,„.    ,„i^,„ 

'"•"''•'■    '"    '■'"•«•.•'     ^IM,.    nf    sufhri..,,!     h.^lh     l„,v,.|, 

'"'"      '^'"'""^-^^I'-'-'-^tn...  in   ..,;„.,.  , „ 

"■•'""'■'■"''''i"^->l-nn.h,|   lI.-l..|..niM,.  .n.|.n,,„..i 

""■'"•""""■'"""'••  1-"-"^  f"...,.h  .n,|.  in  ,.n..,h,.,.  „H.- 
"""'•'"'"""■'^'"•'""•'"-""^''tl,..,-.  Th,.h..„h..ruMs 
^"•on.  .,,.1  ^..^v.  •  Im'  . I  rap.  I„..,,,h„„,  ,„,„.,._.,„,,  ^,^^, 
''■■'"•^••"'  ""■  ='n|.rovi..,|  ;,,.,.,  ,..  ,„.  ,.,,^^  ^.__^^_^^_.,_ 
"-•■lynn.Min.tuth,.  .;,..,  h.h.w  whi.-h  h.  hnn-^  Th,- 
'*'■"'''""'"  '—•"-■"I-.  To  h..,-;.,,  H  ua.  n,on. 
"'^"'  ^""'''"  '"  ''""^"'.  '"'t  a  n..u  .lifli,,,!,,.  al  „„... 
!"-"-'nlr,|  ilsch':  h.nv  ua.  hr  In  .ra.j)  \ff 

•""■-  '•""-■"  i">  S.I.I.  alt.T  a  painful  :,.lr„,p,  ,.. 
-  '"-n|.,n.,|  ann  "  I  .-an-l  ^ra.p  i,  ,hal  uavau.l 
•'-'■"-'' ^'>  "HI.,  hu.h.      rM,-Mh..n.nonn,.iMsi.h|-- 

••No.-.sh..  aMMVc.ml   ^liorl  Iv.  .Irau  in.  up  t  hr  sf  r.p 
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She  >;iw  lli;il  llu-  roots  of  the  lillK-  slirul.  wvrv  slowly 
•i\iii>;    way    to    tlir    str.iiii   of   lii.   wcii^lil.      ■Tlnn', 
Hilly  (iiH-  lliiiij,'  Id  (1(1.      Kf([i  iKflcctly  ^lill:  I'ln  jioiii>^ 
l(>  lasso  you.' 

■  I'ml  yoM  caii'l  pull  iric  iij)!"  lie  said  "Cm  voii 
laslfii  the  oilier  cinl  to  a  trccf'  I'll  try  to  |)iill  iiiyMlf 
up." 

"You  coulil  Mot  do  it  with  only  one  hand,  and 
tlicrc  arc  no  trt'cs  nc.ir  i-iionL,'!!,  Iml  I'll  iiiatia;4(  it 
\\  la'n  the  noose  is  nndcr  your  riuhl  arm  and  t.i-t 
around  yonr  shouiders.  //(((/.•<■  that  l>usli  hold  out  till 
you  hear  nie  s,iy  lot  go—  then  let  go!  \o  lime  to 
ar<:ue  now        do  as  I  say." 

Dolengro's  face  was  very  while.  It  was  evident 
llial  he  was  losinjj;  strength  rapidly,  Lolli  slljiped 
one  end  of  her  loalher  strap  Ihrougli  a  stonl  l)uek!e  on 
the  other;  she  was  gliid  to  see  thai  it  was  of  sliird\- 
gypsy  wi)rknianshi|»  douhtles,  of  i'oriiapo's  or 
Sacki's  —  and,  holding  wide  open  the  looj)  tliis  form<ii. 
slie  threw  il  at  the  hoy  helow.  Twice  she  failed  lo 
eateli  him.  and  a  deadly  fear  gripj)e(l  her  heart  .is 
>li(  saw  how  he  was  slipjiing,  hut  the  third  time  s||,. 
uas  siieet  ssful  and  the  noose  fell  into  jilaee,  well  down 
over  his  shoulders.      She  drew  it   tight,  llu-l),  with  I  lie 
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other  .ad  h.  her  1ki,uJ.  .sIh-  whistled  t.)  the  horse  us- 
>ng  Delen,rc.'s  call.  The  heast  earne  at  cnee.  and  i, 
was  a-i  easy  task  to  huekh-  the  piereed  end  u{  th,.  st.a,, 
to  •"('  fastenings  for  his  kit  at  the  l,aek  of  the  saddle 

rhen  she  look  hold  of  the  hridle;  her  one  dread  ua- 
ll'^tt  the  l.,K-kIe  on  the  saddle  would  not  hold,  hut  she 

ihdnot  «lareto'J,.-,k..f  that  now. 

•'Lot.ol-sheeried,  an.l  ur;,ed  the  horse  forward 
f)r-i,io/enyards.  will,  familiar  Romany  ealls. 

'I'i-  tortm.ate  result  was  that  a  few  n.ome.ds  later 
•■'  very  n.neh  '.ru" ..  d  and  shaken  yonn^  man.  who 
reahzed  how  near  he  had  heen  to  death,  was  sohhing 
'•"t  Iii-s  gratitude  unon  the  turf  at  her  feet. 

•''•<-  pity's  sake.  .h>n-t:-  she  said,  laughing  ner- 
vously, almost  in  a  state  of  collapse. 

•'Oh.  Little  Red  (^loak!  Little  Red  Hoak!  Vnd  I 
■i"-rved  to  he  let  die  since  I  so  n.isto,>k  you  arul  f<,rced 
".yself  upon  you,"  ..aid  he  humhiy.  -  You  are  n.ore 
w.,n<lerful  for  goodness  than  tin-  \Vo„en  of  Ulsdom; 
niy  life  belongs  to  you  I" 

Xews  travels  rapidly  in  a  gypsy  c-an.p.  Whal  one 
blows,  all  know;  and  m>.  l.efore  nightfall,  every  one 
-as  aware  that  Deh.n.ro  had  affronted  .he  ;..v.;..,,, 
'■"■>■   and    that    .he   h.d   saved    hi.   unworlhy    UU-.      Ur 
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mI)1('.  and  exalting  Iuts.  He  scriiifd  to  olopy  in  tlic 
i-noniiity  of  his  offence,  the  exact  natnre  of  which, 
however,  he  did  not  exjjlain,  l.iit  his  audience  drew 
'•oiiehisions  which  satisfied  them  perfectly.  Lolh  was 
a  goddess,  a  s;dnt.  what  you  will  —  a  h'ving  tnonn- 
ment  to  courage  and  ingenuity.  IJut  if  he  intended 
tliis  rei)utation  to  help  lier.  he  made  a  mistake  in 
ereating  it  for  her  just  then,  for  it  removed  from  her 
side  the  very  person  whom  she  was  sliortly  to  tieed, 
and  wlio  could  have  been  of  the  greatest  service  I,) 
her  -    to  wit,  himself. 

Old  Fennella,  eldest  of  the  Halormengro  tribe,  who 
had  dressed  the  wounded  arm  with  spices  and  strange 
mixtures,  and  afterward  set  it  l)etween  two  boards 
■vliile  she  murmured  incantations  over  it,  met  with 
\dolphus  in  the  dusk  as  they  both  went  to  the  spring 
tor  water.  The  old  woman  shook  a  liairy  finger  .at 
him  as  she  spoke. 

"A  love  is  born  in  the  he.irt  of  Delengro,"  she  s.iid 
warningly.  "Ilis  will  is  weak  now  as  a  woman  after 
'■hild-birth.  A  poor  guardian  he  will  be  who  himself 
covets  the  treasure  intrusted  to  him!  Take  heed.  oh. 
learned  youth,  .md  place  another  in  his  ^tcjK!." 
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'••"""<"ll-^    >l>"l^<'    l.nl    sd.lo.n.    nn,i    tl,..,,    ui.,>lv.    so 

Arl,,l,,lMis  li.U.„.d  willwv.rMo  tlH- tfiin.  ,Ta.-U|  voi,.,.. 

'•Thy  wisdom    is   as   -rcat    as   his   f„llv.  oh,  vmrr- 

aMe    .Mother,-    n.plir.l    I„.    with    Mrufio,,,    u|,ru    .h- 

''-''J^"H'-     "I^vill  take  measures  for  hc-rpn.te.. ion 
.K  once." 

T'h^  oM  woman  ^rp„nte.i  soniethin^^  nuhnr\]l/,}.\o 
'""'^'•'"'  '"Tu-HV.  ,M-as,,in.her,,i(,.heran.l.,„,.pn.n 
r-.ll  of  herhs.  with  palsied  han.ls;  ami  u  hen  he  fanrie,] 

Ii"..-eifah.ne.  Hosea  Fear-r.o,l  Smith  struek  an  atlitmle 
and  muttere(i  in  a  hoarse  voice: 

"VeGods!     A  traitor  in  the   camp!     Methmks  V\\ 
htHi   a   way  to  foil   his   ramhnnctions   schem..s.      F?ut 
I'ol'l'  I  must  <rn  craftily,  or  all  will  he  lost,  e'en  th..nd. 
F  serve  the  kinj,- -  r.o.l  hless  him  -     most  faithfully!" 
Ur    frowned    f.-arson,ely    at    these    la.t    words,  and 
foMin.tr  his  arms   let    his  head  drop   upon   his  l,reas|. 
Th.-  attitu.le  was  uneomfortal.le.  and  after  a  mo.nent 
I-Virn-w  tired  of  it.  ami  perhaps  hun^rry.    too.    for    he 
s.Khhmly   ..eased   the    melodrama    whid,    he    loved    to 
preten.l  was  part  and  parcel  of  his  lif,,  a-.d,  hnakin^ 
mio  a  nm.  hounded  toward  his  wa,,on  like  anv  school 
l-.v  tired  of  play.      Fro.n  hehind  a    tree  old    Fennella 
peered  out. 
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"I'.iiii'lil  (l(ir;j,i()  I'diil'"  ^lif  iiumiljled,  ;iiul  sput 
ii|Miii  t!ic  m-((iiiiil.  '■  riicy  i^ivi-  the  iiiliri!.'  nl  llit' 
liilif  iiilo  the  Ii;iii(1n  lit  idiots  and 'jliiklreii,  iiowiulaysl 
And  .ill  l)ecaUM'  tln'V  can  imdtTstaiid  M'ii>rk'>>,  -\\h- 
marks  upon  pajicrl  'I'licrc'^  more  wisdom  in  uuf 
ivoman  liead  fliaii  in  all  tiic  (iort;io>  put  together. 
IJiit  oh,  llierc  is  no  Romaii  nation  left,  and  all  Ixcausc 
ot'  the  likes  ot'  yon '" 

And  .>lir  shook  a  ^kcli-ton  fist  in  the  direction  which 
\dolplui.->  liad  taken. 

Meanwhile,  the  ohject  of  her  \il  n|)eration  had 
reached  his  waLion.  and  ■>prliiL;int:  n])on  I  he  >tep.s  called, 
■  Motiicr,  niollierl" 

[n  re-pon-.e  to  the  call  there  was  a  >ound  oi'  niovc- 
merd  inside,  and  prex  nliy  a  >leek  ^Ta\'  head  appeared 
iietwcen  the  curtain  flaps.  It  wa>  the  old  lady  from 
the  desolate  farm,  who  was  aKo  following;  a  call  - 
'hat  of  inotliei'hood  rather  than  the  road. 

"Well,  Hosi'a  Smith,  what  do  yon  wish?"'  -he 
i|nei!(>ii  smartly.  "I'm  ju>t  a-sllckin*  up  a  mite, 
Weil'-.  I  kin,  in  this  here  mean  liftle  huiiiiy." 

■"Tain't  no  iiuiiiiy.  ma."  denit-d  her  son  nidiiinantly; 
""it's  a  reiiular  palace  on  wheil-.  Coineoul  ler  supjjer; 
Miriam'-  liol  it  .all  set." 

I  '>!:>  I 
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Complaining  and  grumbling,  the  old  lady  allowed 
hers,. It  K,  !„•  assisted  down  the  red-painted  stcp.^  to 
the  jiToiiiul.  and  sliciliv  the  two  joined  I  he  u:ruup 
already  .seated  around  I  he  rough  hoard  and  trestle, 
ui.iieh  served  for  a  tal.le  -  a  concc.si,,,,  to  the  older 
u-Muan's  |,;,l,ii,  ,,|  lif,.  ,,1„V|,  II,,,,,,  |,,„|  i,,,i,,,.,)  „,„,„ 
■•\Miaf.s  iVr  Hipp.'r.'""  deinaiidt.j  hi.  mother,  sinti- 
hv^  suspiciously.  -'No  na.re  o'  thel  i.e<-uliardooki.r 
doK-nuMt  stew  like  \vc  had  Irr  dinner,  I  hope?" 

^he     u;,.    a     vtr;in;:rly     iiieon-ruou..     Iin,nv    ainon.y 
""•   l-rilliant    pictures.,uene>s   of   the   other   eosinnies. 
Her  iiair  was  drawn   l.aek   ti-htly  fn.ni   her  forelie.ad 
Ml    tli;il    her   .-y.-hrows    s.vnied    in    iniin.Mli;ite   dan-er 
"Ijoiiiin^  it,  .in.l  was  i,l;.sfre.l  to  an  ineredihle  smooth- 
ness.     Ilcr   meagre   little  person   was  ,.nelo>ed   in    the 
stifFest    of    fa.i,.d    I>lue    ealieo     .jresses.    and     .a     huge 
'HTon    <;f   immaciilal..    whitene..   girt    her    uaist.     On 
her  nose  perche.l   a   large  pair    of  l.on.-rimmed  spee- 
taeles    containing     plain     glas.se.s.      Mrs.     Smith    had 
'".thing   the   matter  with   her  eyes,   hut    she  declared 
it  was  not  dignified  for  a  woman  of  her  agv  to  go  with- 
out "specs." 

"It  was  not  d(.g  whi.'li  we  had  for  dinner,  dear  Mrs. 
Smith."   ph-aded    l..,lli.    passin-   her   M.n.e    corn    cake 
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fresh  irom  llio  liut  aslies.  "It  was  rabbit,  us  I  told 
you  before,  cooked  as  only  Miriam  can  do  it." 

■"l!  iastril  and  smelt  like  iloji;."  replied  Mrs.  Smith, 
HI  uliat  \vu.>  iiiteiidfd  to  be  a  non-^'oiniiiittal  ton«'. 

'"Have  a  pieec  of  halo,"  .-,aid  her  dau^hter-iiidaw. 
solicitously. 

"What  i<  it:-"  a>ked  the  old  lady  of  Lolli,  .-nilling 
afiaiii. 

"  It  i>  bacitn,"  rc|)licd  Lolii;  ">cc,  it  is  very  nice.  And 
I  lia\e  sonu"  tea  here.  The  others  do  not  like  it,  but 
yon  will,  I  know,"  and  nIu-  protfereda  larp-  blue  c-uj). 

"Well,  now.  tlial  looks  almost  Christian!"'  declared 
Mr>.  Smith  grudgingly,  as  she  took  it.  "An'  now 
lliat  you've  got  ine  here,  Hosea  Fear-God,  and  seein's 
I  'ain't  a-mind  ter  Ntarve,  reckon  FUfbbe  I'd  better 
learn  yer  wife  ter  make  pie  an'  cake,  'n  beaii.s  *u  decent 
iliings  like  them." 

All  this  was  said  to  her  son.  Since  her  reluctant 
irrival  she  had  not  condescended  to  address  Miriam 
'lireitly  so  much  as  once;  all  her  rciii.irks  were  made 
cither  to  Ilosea  or  Lolli.  The  others  she  evidently 
regarded  as  a  s])ecics  of  savage,  part  devil,  part  flesh, 
who  could  not  understand  English,  even  though  they 
sometimes  addressed  her  in  it. 
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"1  ^l.all  l.r  pl,.as,.,|  to  |,.an.  Ih..  .|,,u.^..  ,lishes/' 
^aul  Mir.a.n  u.th  tl.at  l.u.uility  uhi,.),  th.  gvpsy 
u.mu.u  always  display  towani  tlu-ir  .Mov  -  R  is  ;„. 
'"x'iiiir  to  keep  the  venerahle  niothcr,- 

"Well.    I    dunno    alumt    kerpirrr    snaj.ped     Mr. 
S.n.fl,   in  instant  reponso,   hut  directing  Ikt  look   to 
Hosea.      "Idunnoahout   keepin'.    Vou  .^ot   (I,,.  n»r"- 
Which  was  <,uit<.  true,  that  ancient  anin.al  having 
t'^-"  transferred  to  the  caravansary  at  the  .a.ne  time 
tl'at  Its  ndstress  had  been  persuaded  to  join  her  s-.n's 
I'^itl.s   during   the  summer  months,    to    n.uain    while 
M.nam  was  contemphiting  the  gil-  to  Iht  of  a  grand- 
child.    A  dispute  as  to  the  value  of  th,-  Least    nou 
arose  between  mother  and  son.  .luring  which  Delcn-ro 
who  had  been  sitting  beside  I.olli  i„  silent   adoration 
since  the  meal  began,  now  h-an.-d  <.vcr  an.i  under  c.-vcr 
of  the  uproar  asked: 

"May  I  have  your  hearing,  little  flower.^" 
She  nodded. 

•'I  will  not  say  that  there  is  sorrow  in  my  heart  for 
-•'•"  /did.-' he  began,  "for  that  would  be  an  insult  lo 
y.mr^eharm.  Hut  that  I's  grieved  at  having  wounded 
you  IS  true.     Will  you  forgive  me,  then.^'" 

"I  have    no  ill-feeling    harboured    ....ain.i    ^•o^.    O 
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Mii^'lily  lior^cmiiii.""  ^ll<•  ^utilcd.       'We  ;irc  hrotlicr  .uul 
sistrr;   iK-t'.cr,   u<-  arc  friends. " 

"  Ami    IK)   iiioro        never?  " 

Slie  "■lldol;   Iier  I'ead, 

■■\a\.  only  as  I  have  sai<l."  she  repHefl.  Ami 
'.\it!i  Ihe  words  came  ;i  !-ii>ii  oF  h)n;,'ini;  lor  the  red- 
iieaded  venilor  ul"  cliairs,  who  had  donlith>ss  for- 
L'ntten  her  l>y  no's . 

lie  must  liave  read  t no  meaning  of  the  fhish  which 
vMread  ()\<'r  her  smooth  cheek,  for  Jie  made  an  in\-ol- 
ii'ilary  mo\ement  with  liis  handayed  arm  toward  tlie 
jilace  in  his  helt  where  the  knife  hiy  hid.  Th(>  lwin;^e 
of  pain  which  followed  cut  short  the  cnrse  upon 
l|i■^  ri\al,  hilt,  after  a  hreath  or  two,  he  said  in 
,1  !(i\\    \oice: 

'"So  tiiere  is  another  who  delights  your  Iioart?" 

If<T  colour  mounted  still  hiixher,  hut  before  she 
'oiild  deny  the  allci^'ation  the  nasal  voice  of  Mrs. 
Smith  j)rojected  itself  at  her  like  a  missile.  'I'!ie 
-trouy  tea  had  e\  ideiitly  I  hawed  tlu"  old  lady  out  Ut 
a  con^idcralile  exlent. 

"I  wuz  a-rninkin",""  -tie  was  saying,  "thet  as  soon 
<•/  I  uit  ac(|uaintcd  around  here,  or  wherever  we  !>e 
nheii   1  ■j:\[  ter  know  these  folks  I've  took  up  with  — 
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H^.-,li,.t  n,y  uil!,  .|.-.;r  kiu.us -^  1  u.iz  tinnkin'  it  u„m1,I 
•"■  real  ni.v  u-r  dl  „,,  a  rcKula.-  prayer  ni.-.-tin'  I-t  he 
held  at   thU  ua-..n  ...i- t   a  u.vk.      "IVouM  l,r  kiii.l.-r 

scH'ial.lo.      Ic-Hu!,lrca,itl,.-(;,,s,„.lan'^i\vatalk " 

"Nou,    I„„k    a-l„Tr.    ,„a,-  ruarr.!   Ho.,>a.    ~,,rin-in^ 
t-'  I'is  fret   in  alar,,,,   -.lon't   y.,,,  ,|a.t  trr  try  ,„„,  •  o' 
""■'    "'•"""•1    l'<'r..:     Kf  yrr   .nu-l    lia.l    runu-^l.    prayin* 
'iiiri,,-  llir  ,,a.l   sixty  y,-ar  trr  la.t  yrr  th'  rr.,   ,,f  y,.r 
lif-.  yrr  kin  ^„  fr  chur,],  u  l„.,„.vrr  yni,\v  a  n,,n<l  tcr. 
i:>'t  .lon-t  y.-rronu-.u-rr  uill,  any  u{  \hr[  ulnl.-y,  ri,, 
'^""1..  orycr  n..l.I,.  son  an"  hi.  r,.yal  uifr  -Jl  .ji^ai-prar 
.•Mi'y,-r   ua.n't  nrvrr  m,.  V,n   ayainl      IVayin\  all  ri-l,t 
!'■   it^  way.  hui  it   won't   .n  ,luun  her.-,      ^■ou  K„t  tt-r 
/'■'v  instead,  if  yrr  a-p)iii'  tor  stop  with  ns'" 

'•Ilosra  F.r,.Sniith:"oxrlai,npd  his  Imrrilu^d  nv.ther. 
"tins  IS  wh;;t  .•..hh--,  o"  Hvin"  anion^'  thr  hrallicu: 
Folks  kin  do  l.oth.  Hn..  and  pray.  I-^,nni.-  t<>ll  ;,au ."' 

"Well,"  said  hr  j,ositiv..ly,  -yrr  know  how  l.-r  j-ray, 
all  rij,d,t  enough.  Til  allow  thet.  I{„t  y^r  ^nW-r  pnt 
it  <'Uf,'r  yer  n.ind  (vr  a  spHl  an  l.-arn  {rr  Iny  afore  I 
let  yer  try  ter  make  a  eouiLine  ont-n  the  two." 

How   far   into   a   doctrinal   rontroversy   the   snhjeet 
might  l^ne  l.ren  carried  ,-an  only  ho  surmi.se.i.  for.  at 

tliis  junci  ure  signs  of  an  agitation  which  had  apparenlly 
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Ikpii  iiu)viii|^  the  farther  t^iid  of  thr  fainp  for  xiiiic  ino- 
meuts  pusl  hcf^an  to  make  ilst-lf  felt  close  liy.  Mta  ainl 
wonuMi  were  Imrryin^'  from  tent  lo  \vaj,'oii;  liorses 
weri'  Ix'inp:  If'l  in  from  the  [la^tiirc  \<y  ou  ii(T>;  w  ho  had 
turned  thi-m  out  •~carcc  live  hour>  si'icc;  htiit<'ri>.  wen- 
being  ht  and  swun;,'  hkc  j;h)\v-\vorms  heiu'ath  the 
fartluT  wa^'ons:  there  \va-<  every  token  of  a  suddrn 
lireakin;,'  <if  eainp.  Like  a  >hiw  fire,  they  could  see 
Mie  news,  \vhaie\er  it  was,  spread  from  tent  to  wagon, 
from  wagon  to  tent, 'and  as  it  reaehe(l  each  one,  the 
ouiier  instantly  l)estirred  himself  for  dei)arture. 
('hiiiiren  wailed  at  heiug  awakened,  and  i  he  many 
dogs  l)egan  their  trail  song. 

"What  kin  hev  hai)peneil?"  cried  Adolphus.  "Why 
'aint  I  hill  informed?" 

Almost  as  he  said  it.  Sack!,  the  harness  maker, 
who  \>  as  evidently  the  courier,  came  rushing  up. 
He  had  just  dis!ii()nnled  an<i  still  wore  his  spurs. 
Upon  seeing  Ado!i)]nis  he  went  to  him  at  once. 

''I  spoke  uitli  Lasho  ten  miles  to  the  south,"  he 
cris''  in  Romany.  "The  police  have  found  the  gray 
horse  from  Lenox,  and  are  coming  here  to  look  for  the 
others.  It  will  he  counted  again.st  us  If  we  are  found 
near  the  Gurijlus   farm  of  horses,  and  he  bids  us  travel 
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""  -'  -'-•  I"  l{arru.^L..n.  IM.M.Kn.  is  (.,  tab-  l\w 
"-•w  „.:tr.  ,  i,H.  k  inlu  ll„.  ...um.liUM.  I,.  J.-ri,'!.,,  with 
tl.r-  l.rlp  .,f  ;v  |,„v  .,r  ,,,„.  ;tM.I  tl.o  Kirl  i.  I.,  |„.  t^k.-,.  to 
llM-.l.-.rrlr.i  fannl..m.o    ...ar    L,.,-.    f„r   saf.-    k,v,,in:r.- 

■■'{"t      Wl.y.    •    .i,.,..UM,|.-.l     A,|ol,,l,Us.     „MU-|,     uKit.it.d 

l.y   tiR-  m-u,   l.„l    suHIInK    lulu    hi.    hriKaciic.r-Kr.ural 
'"'^",uT  with  ll...  ..iFort  tu  appear  ia  aiithority.  -why 

'•■■in't    sh.    ^'n   with   lis?" 

'•  Wliy  ynn  uunniyl-  .H.-.l  H,,-  nia.i.  "  lM...u„sr  thr 
•'"'''•'■  '"•^'''  'i'"'  /"•'•  '"•-•<■.  uhirh  i.  uors,.  Ih.m.iv.Ml 
Ihtscs!  l>-.n'tyoMkn,.w.h.--sar<,.v,/.,arichi;..Mliic-. 
l-T  wh..n,  hc,-x|.,-,-t.  (,...,.(  a  hi^^rariM,,!.:-'- 

'•Kfinu-     or   ...HipM.    I    know."    r.-torlr.l    A.iolphus. 
'•WIml  .Iocs  |„.  want  .Ion,-  uilh  hor.  ,ii<|  ycr  say.^-" 

••I.    will,   olh.Ts.    will    takr   h.Ttothr   hoM.s.-ol'wIlid. 

I    -|H.k.',    !o   auail    hin,    tliriv,"  replied  Sucki.      "H    i.s 
hi.  uonl'"' 

'■""'•  ^^''"  ''■•"!  ■'"■'■"  ii^t.nin.  anxion.ly  to  uhal 
I'^ul  ^...H'  inrwanl.  ^ave  IVh,,,,,,  an  aooni/,-<l  ^la.,,-. 
■•It  fliis  point,  ami  h..,  un.ier.tan.iin-  it.  I  l.rn.t  hiniM')! 
f-ruar.l  so  that  Sacki  niiohi  see  h.s  injunvl  arm. 

•'K<.uk.  I.n.ther.   r  am   hurt,"  he  exelainie.l.      "J^t 
"H>  K"  with  you  t<.  onani  the  girl,  and  svnd  a  strom 

"'■"I    I-'  l<M(l  the  horses." 
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"Arr   you    ,1    wdiiiari?"    m-owlcd    the   ollur,      "(irl 

to   lllc    Wiirk    tll.ll     I    J,'i\l's    \nil." 

It  was  an  iiiaii^|)lii<>i|,  ri.niiictil  to  |in'<>  tin-  in;illcr 
fiirtlii-r.  and  Dt'Ifii'jin  ::;i\<'  l.olli  a  jillrcni-N  i^laiicc  a- 
ill'  ■-Iiiiik  <iir.      She  iiHi\i'i|  ill  tlif  (iiri'didii  of"  licr  rarl. 

"Ni'\cr  iiiimi  thai,  noh'il'  woman, "'  ^aid  SacKi. 
\sIhi  vcciiicd  aiitliciri/i'd  to  ii-iii|>  IIk-  li',idir>|ii|)  of 
\c|ollilms  in    tlii-   |>arti(iilar     "  ^  oiTII  uo  a-liorx-hack." 
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TAKKS    rs    LI'ON    A    MdllT    iOIK'NCV 

TnKprrparulin,^,  for  ,|,.p;trlnrr  u.nl  ..„  uiti, 
inm'.lil,U>  suifln.s..  l,uL  -unul  il,.,„  Loili 
stood  dazcl.h.T  heartsick  uili.  fo,vho.ii„g 
Fires  ue,..  I.ei„.  ,.xti„,M.ishe,l.  ruM.Uh  eunccale.l 
'"■'"-"'  "'-•  iHHlKes.  and.  as  far  a.  ,,.,,.11.1,.  ,„  ,,,.,,, 
"'  ""•  I'l^'<''  I'.ivin^'  l,een  reeeiitly  i„|,al.it..,|  uere 
n-.noved.      If  Hu- cwstaMes  could  I..- docvivrd  inln  I,... 

•■'•v.M,  ll,aln..<.nel.a,n......  ,!u.n■lah.Iy,M,.nud>.h.■ 
'•"t»•^;  s-ul,  a  circunistaruv  was  greatly  to  be  desired. 

v^l-H    I)oIe„.n»   passed    I.  r    with    a    u.n.p.red    uord 
^'-•rnvl   '"  In.  I.rave  a.  I,.,  l.ule  I„.r,  an,i  a.  he  ap- 
""•"••"•'"■'l    ^-ki    M..d    Adolphus.    who    .stood    (o.Hher 
^1-     uat<-he<i      him     eagerly.      U.-r      champion      h..| 

N'oken.  H,  a  very  Ion-  voice  so  that  .he  wa,  nnal.Ie  lo 
hear  h.s  words,  ImU  >he  conl.i  easily  disfinunish  fnun 
l.>^  ^vsUnc.   th.,-,f    he   was  making  a   further  elForl   t., 

f  'iH'".  I 
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ac('<(rii|iaiiy  licr.    Ilf  Iddkcil  \i  r\  like  ;i  fa\m  a>  lie  -IimhI 
tluTf  ill  the  (laticiiiu  lir<li''lil ,  ,iiic|  the  odil  tlic>U''lit 


It    C.llll' 


to  Iter  1 1 1.1 1  |MT!ia|is  III-  w  as  one,  (If.  at  aii\'  rale.  I  lie  \it> 
near  kiii  of  tliox-  uiM  woDillaml  rrc:i  I  iin-^  tliat  liowcil 
>o  family  to  licr  \\  ill.  ^  i'>,  >iircl\  .  In-  r.ir^  wcit  poirilril 
at  till'  tips  or  was  it  i.iil\-  lli.-  iinrcrtain  li^lit? 
I'rcsrntly  lic  f'.iiis|ici|  his  disscrta '  ion.  ami  SiU'ki's 
\'oi«'c  arosc  disiinctl".  al)o\c  llu-  iioi  r  ami  conl'iisinii. 


ri 


|c     tio\'     do    sCi-III     111 


pain."   Ii'-  s.iiil   to  .\i|ol| 


)tnis. 


I'tTJiaps  it   is  heller  to  let   liini  .iceonip.iiiy  tne  to  ihc 


fan 


n.      See.  he  can  t  iist    his  arm. 


lilolplins    l.mKci 


1    l>i'!eiiL;ro   o\('r   without    spe;iking 


for  a  inonieiit.  ami  spal    iiieililal  i\c!\' 


Naxv.-  Ii 


e  e\(ianne( 


I  at  last;  ■•he">  s(,ft  ,>n  l! 


le  iiin; 


that's  the  reason  he  wants  ter  ;;o  .ilonL'.      Hi'  kin  lake 
the  liorsivs  all  rigiit.  ami  heller  than  most,  if  ln'  is  hnst.'.i 
ip  a  Iwtlc!" 

His  Words  carried  force,  for  Saeki  nodded  irravely 

"It  is  of  11(1  Use  Id  ]>lead,  DeleiiLTo."  he  said.    '"  Mak(^ 
lia.ste  with  your  horses  now;  lie  olT.      -hil  Dnnrfsl.-rji!" 

I'he    \()Uii,'-'    ni.iii    turned    awav    dejeetedlv.    and    a.s 
he  did  s(),  S-'-Ui  added  ; 

"Aye,  lliou  ucrl  ri^dit,  hrotlicrl     St'(.'I  he  ^oc.-.  to  lier 
at  once." 

f  ':?85 ) 


'>'-l''ll^r-  l,.-„l,, ■.,„,.,!  ,|j,,„.,..,         , 

'■•"-'■ H,. J; J ,; "''V-''"' "■'■''''■'' 

" '•'■- n,,,. ,n.  J  ;;r''r':''™'''- 


"    I  flat    J'r.v.  ^ 


""-wariiinl 


'■'"     <  iiri<)ii>    i)rr\(>i-.i't  •      r 
<■ r,.,l,l,..   ,rL|  ,   ""'"'"•■'■    '''•■ 

■u.> ,K-  ,„„.""■"''■ '""■- r... 

,|,;„|„,  „,,,,,  '     ''     ""I'—    -I"'. „i , 


"IS  ears  \V( 


"'  •itn  l»iif  on..;  III,. 


'' .N- u77:::^'"-rr'"' '"•"'■ 

«„. ,„„,:,■„  "■'■"  -""  '  ''"■-  -n,,.,  „i„ 

n,i-„ ,:,."•"'■' '--".i.i,.,,.n 

""    (•'<';i'  III"-  (.\-,.        'PI 

-  ■'■"™' -'.- „,„„.,,:.  "■■■"■ " 


""""""'■   '"   "'■■   ""■'■'-   "f  a  s„.„«,,i,„ 


I-afcr     sh,.     saw 


iiim 


horses 


fe't'ling  thr.Hi-  of  |,,j 


1^    ! 


'"■-  '''>  ^'  ..i.i,„„a,v.  It  was  so  stn 


inge 


A     NIGHT    ..'OIKM:^ 


aud    fantiistici     These    erowdiii 


iiiu\iii;^'     >li;i(l 


OW  .' 


the.v    fitful    liglit.>,    tlie>e    1 


luiirsc    criol     She    would 


et'pirii,'   l)e>i(lc   lur 


;i\\;i!vrii   prt'seiilly   lo  find   herx-lf  si 
'■•'■•t     in    suine    liillsich;    ^vr„v.',     witii     thr    (•(.inlorliu- 
knowledge  that  Cecil  lay  not   fifly  yard>  away.      Ah  I 
he  wnnUl   not   iiavc  failed  Iht  in   this  crisis  —  lie.  t  he 
slraight,    stn.in;.    .leaii-eul     Se.itehman!      If    i.nl.v    h.' 
knew  — l)u(    he  did    ri,)l    know!      I'erhap,   he   had   f,.;-- 
^'olteu  her;  hut  no.  a  liiousmd  linurs  no!     TJiat  could 
not    !)<■:     She  recalled   Ihc   h.oh   in  hi-  cy.-.   thai    had 
^^h.wc<l  so  steadily  as  fhey   talk<-d   lo-vthi-r,  or  a>  he 
watched  lur  sil,.,if|y,      Surdy  on-'  who  had  looked  at 
lier  so  could  not  forget  readily  —  so  soon.     From  that 
ii">''"'nt    on    she  nev.-r  .louhle.l  him  a-ain.  and   in  a 
^'reat  l.ur-t  of  light  she  reco-ni/ed  at  la-t   that  he  was 
the  centre  of  her  universe  —that   she  loved  him' 

With  the  realization  of  this  everythinu;-  else  sunk 
into  oblivion;  a  wonderful  exaltation  I. .ok  })o»ession 
'>f  her.  Her  i)erilou-,  >ilu;di()n,  her  past  suflrrin-s. 
:'1I  'hat  might  lie  l.eh.n-  her  shrank  into  in.Mgnificanee. 
Ml  the  tenderncs.s  with  which  she  had  charmed  the 
wild  thing.s,  all  the  witchery  which  ai<led  her  in  reading 
I  lie  woodlands'  secrets,  all  the  golden  sunlight  which 
he   had    aitsorhed.    now   s|,.od    revealed    in    their    true 

(  '^.S7  ! 


•-'^•■^f-   ^'"-..ly   h...   nuist   hear  U.v 
'.^   ••^"   thehlu,  niou,auin  crests,  ov.T  (lu. 
\''>'ivs -wherever    |,e     miVl,t     I,,.  . 
^""'^■"""•'"'-•inlu-reMre.nily: 
In  a  vague  way  >|,e  ivaii/,.,1  ||,  ,, 

""    •»    >ari(lle,       lorse     ■ir,,!    i      i      i 

"or^t.    aihl    l,,<le    her    niount       Tl„r,. 

:nr'''''^'-''^'-'^''--t,essree,|„...n^^ 

'"'•      """■"'   -"'   —red    ui(h   eo.-u-se   ,>,,a   Ini; 
reached  ..ul  ,nid  eh'ek.vl   ,  I      r  ■ 

^         :        T'^'"-     ^-"^'--egaveanonler. 

;'-;•   ^t-'ny    „.ountain   road   toward   the    .alh.- 

"'•'^■'"^    '-   ''-His   iVee,   she  Krasned    the, 

•steady    hersdl'.     SIowlv    .^,   .  ^  '"^^^     ''^'  '^— •'   to 

fl,      ,  ^        '"'    ^•'^'t'ously    thev    ma.ie 

:;:;:;::;„;;:'"^ ™-^--.i.M,.„„;,„ : 

^tr"""«  ■''■--- ■..-«e^.,,..  ,.,,,;;:;„: ' 

„,J'"".-«.-l  was  reached,  a  di,u.„,,i...s„„„,.. 

' "■'"•''  "-^  ^"'-W„,.  point  ten   feet  .hevl 

i  ^i8S  ) 
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of  them  as  thoy  advan.v.l  Mj.nn   il.      H,..i,i„.  ,i„.  ,„|^. 
oner,  then-   -ven-  f„ur  rn.MnluT^  of  the  liltl.  cavalca.lr 
which   wended    its  ^vay   s,.   rnysteri.,u>ly    thn.„oI,   ,i„. 
ni^'ht.  and  all  of  (hesr  were  n.en.      At  the  hrad  of  tlu- 
IMPly  rode  Sacki.  tactilurn  and  «ri.n.  „,.on   his   Ira.L 
white  stallion.    On  either  shle  of  the^^irl  wa^  IV.In,  Ihe 
I'.'!!,  and  One-eyed  Tornapo.     The  former  v>as  o.t.„ 
MMy  a  tinker  !.y  trade,  hut  had  n.ver  heen  known  lo 
wurk  at  tinkeriufr.  save  uhen  a  ^c'lon  of  the  law  mad<- 
llie  camp  a  casnal  vi.it;  none  the  less,  he  appeared  to 
'-  a  man  of  means,  for  had  he  not  several  fine  horses 
i"  iii^  i.osses«ion?     Tornapo  was  a  Mirly  youth,  with 
fl'ick,  repulsive-lookins  lips  an.j   heavy  iimh..  ,vhn.,. 
seeming   Hahhiness      nevertheless      concealed      .n,u 
strength.     .\nd  l.ringing  up  the  rear  came  W.mHzIow. 
flic  blacksmith,  a  gigantic  man  with  a  long,  curling 
Ix-inl   and   arms   with    steel    muscles.     His   long   l.>gs 
I'lifg  stirrupless.  like  great  flails.  o„  his  horde's  (lank'"s. 
^ind  hi.s  feet  nearly  touched  the  ground.     One  w„uM 
cxp..-t  from  his  appearance  that  he  would  hur.t   int<. 
song    at   any    moment,  for    there  was  an  oprrati.'  air 
ahont  him:  hiK.  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  was  I  he  reverse 
"f  che.-rful.  and  was  said  to  have  ha.i  a  hand  in  mo.st 
of  lh(^  .<uh-rn.^a  proceedings  of  tho  trihe. 
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SnrI,  wa.  ,1k.  ,,,,H   ,,,,„•.,,    ,.,„.,,    ,^^,„.    ,^,^^_^^^      ^^.^_ 

"';''''''•■"""•»'■"'>•■  tor  so  lu.!pl..s,  a  oaptivcv  I,  .,, 
-..lent  ,|,at  A<Iolp,,„.  ,,,,,  ,,,,^.,  ^,  .on.M...,;,, 
r-pect    tn,-   h...   i,,„„„^.   ^^„.,    ,,.,,,,,,.,,„^.^^     ..__^.^: 

"  '"'  ^"  "''^">-  ^t-"-  "..n   to  .„anl   Iht.      |}.,    ,1., 

t";  ""T   ""'"   ^''""^'"    ^"^   ^'-   -'"^-y   in    ul,i,.h 
>'-i..nn,II..,...,r„oriM<l.v.ltoanv,l„n.,„uW,o 

T^'T^^'""'"^^''"'"-     ''^'-—   l>ut  on.  dun.v 
"•   '■'-<'-'^  '-i-n.  a  slight  one,  and  a  f,.!.!.  „.;„.  ,„ 

••;"  "-">-  '-"P<-  lo.  hut  .lill  ,1...  o,.ly  on.  n|,i..l,7.,. 

;^-'"""   f"-i''  ..f  accomplisI„,u.„,.   an,|    ,hat    w .'. 

•■    ""'""    ''^    ■'''    •'"''^^"'-      They    i.a.l    ,alk...l    of    it 

-  ,.t,.n.  as  MUMMin,s  an.l  iN  „..s.  that  .1,,.  tVI,  sun. 
h.s  oyo   u-ouM   f>e  alive   to   see   I,.      Bu,    ho.    ,houM 

^;'--^*'''>'-il^  and.  .hove  all,  even  if  .hen.,' 
;''';■   '"  ''"   "-   "n.ch.   what    ua.   his   roule^      UouM 

"  ';;  ""•  -'y  "-t  they  ...p.. ,,,,-  ,,,,,.„.,^,  ^,^; 

'■;;;'■'  -'y'-pe  so,  hlin,lly.hu,ui,h  all, he  slren.lh 
•>''--"...  an.l  vigilantly  u-a,eh  he,.  opp,.p„„i,. 

^'-^-t    furm-n,,  whieh  the  parly   took  o 
valley  road   was  a  cross   lan<.   h-.s     ■ 


Ul    ot    (he 
'an  a  f(Uartr|.  ,,f 


";'":  ' '  "■"  '■■•"■"•  '"    '"■'-   I.-.-.P-  I  II:,.  l.ra,,,.., 

';  ":'■ """'  "■  "■''"■' >■  '"'■ i..  i,,„.,„ .,.,, ,., 

narruiL'loii    n,,i    ,., .:i 


irnn^doM.  m..I   many  mil 


''^    '"''">'■         As     t|„.v     ,.,„„„|,,1 

f  '■2f)(»  ( 
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\  i:  ^ 


* 


^t-nl.!..i,  .n,|   |..i„,,.   ,,i.   ,i.j,,,.  ,.„„,^j  ^^._.^   ,^.^^_    ^^^  j^^^ 
^-'•''"•->'l.er.l.H,l.i,lK,|.l,.ni,u.,i.,.„.,tl...n.a,l!,.u.k 

'"Hi.T   ui.ich   slu-   ua.   <..rri,-,|    .ra...,|    I,.,-   f.c-,.,    I..,ll, 

I""""»^'^v:,nli^;,IKu,.h„Hiplu^k,..llu..lilll..!,^,m.h,.. 
'•"^•"'""'  '-  I"---'l!  it   .as  nupl.  ;  iuT  ..wn    ;..//,./, 

"f  li.e  n>o,m-nt.  sho  had  hn.k,.,.  a  I..af  on  un.- uf  Ik.,,  lii.l, 
'"•"•"•'■-^•^•'il'^M  ;!'n,n^li.np!y.an.ldn,piH..iit  Vs 
'"   "'"   '"•■'''""    '"    ^^■''■■'•i'    '!"•   Mlrrln    lav    up-m    tlu- 

Kroun.l,slH.kn.u,I,at   atui,.hvpp.,ll>y   tlK-l.rok,.n 
'-'^''"^-'1'    '!-   l.-at    e,„i   p„intin.    f.ruani;    an.l 
'ir<>P].cd   ln,n,    tl...   leaf  .nd.    .ill    n-v.,..    iu,|r      m,,^ 

;'^'';  .''•*''  ^''''  '■'•'-  '-t--nl.Mln,..s  in  th..,, nnor 
';r''"'''^'''''---''-*'"yH,l,ts  it  should  point  in, I., 

'i"-iH.n  which  th.y  ...p..  lakin,:  hut  had  the  horses 
'•"'"^'''■''  •'  ""^  "^  '-"--^  <T  l.uried  It  in  the  d.H,  of 
"":'■'-'-' !-'J-r<huK.in,hoof.^  The  second  little 
'-'K^I'..--!uI,|  hid<|,.n  I.encath  her  cloak. 

<>ntlu-roadinloMhichtheyhadturned.  (heover- 
-•'"n,  tree,  ca.t  i-npenetrahle  shadows.  So  Intense 
--  >iK-  darknes.  that  ",ey  .een.ed  ,o  he  ridin,  into 
''    "-^--'   "'-^^<   '^   M,i.tance   ,1,..   p,,,in,   .f   .hich 


IN     SEA1((   II     ()]•      Al{(  Ai>V 
could  be  folt  a.  thoy  cleft  .t.     Tl.e  road  being  quite 
invisible,  the  horse,  were  left  to  pick  it  for  themselves 
Nut  a  breath  of   wi-  1  was  stirring,  and    ,he    silence 
Has   as    ,nN-ns.    as     th.    darkru..    ..„ly     ,h..    f,,,,,,. 
smothered  fo.,K,..psbn.akin,,h..Milhu.s..     There  had 
'-"""ra,„lor..,n..tinH-.andlh,.dus,    h.y   (hickover 
everythi,,,.      All.,  a  while  the  bhu..kue.ss  ahead  took 
-'   u  grayer  h„...   and    I  h-Mn-.,,  increased    its  speed, 
-dently   they   we,v  al,..n.    ...  ..,„..,,..   ,„„.,.  ,^^^,,,^^ 

'"^''7'^^-      •''"'■-'■'— ^''-^--'t  the  end.,,' a  hundred 
''"■;•   ""■•'■  '■"""•   "'"•"    '■••    '"nnn.  ,,.   ,h.   northeast 

-"' '--'^-nl  I,.  Hng  of  steel  upon  th..  hard,  beaten 
ground  was  heard. 

'•""'     ''■■""'""'     '"■■■     -■■■■■■ «    ..r     „,;,,,|,     ,1     „„. 

'"""•'■■      """■    ""'■■I'    '■■"■'l"T    lia.l    ll„.v    |„    ,,„,     T,„. 

'■'■'".'  ■■'  ""■■'•~-  '"'  ""■  I ^  '■<'<'•■  M,, „r  „„„.|, 

'"■■"■";'','": ■■'  '"''•' '"-  --' "-  «■"'.■  ->1 

""'"■"''■''• ■■■■"■■ t^i"- -vif,,..  „.„,,,,  „„„. I 

:'"■;■ '"'"-'"'  ■"■''■" ' '  p  H  „,.,i,i  ,„. , i 

"""'■\:r " '■'■■••  -'"in„.yk., , 

;;"'■■      ""-'-  "■■"■'•■■ ' -■'!  I..."i  .rguo.1  .i...a 
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^^^.<■^  they  had  covoivd  a  ,li>lance  of  several  miles. 
Sucki  gave  orders  to  halt,  hi.  h.n.  ^.rufF  voice  grating 
I'^u-shly    upon    thr    luri;^    >iie,uT.     ILul    ihey    arrived. 
>he  wondere.J.     Straining  Iut  eye.,  .h.  ,Kvre<l  into  Ih,' 
darkness  hut  couki  distinguish  nothing.     The  men  had 
dismounted    and    uvn-    h-ading    thr    horses    forward. 
Then  a  soft  sphishing  caught  her  ear;  they  had  stoi.ped 
to  wator  the  horst-s  at   a  wayside  trough.     Tlie  lirc-d 
beasts  ch-ew  in   the  suvct    water  with   (hvp-hreathed 
content,  standing  in  a  row  with  Lent  n.vks,  and  fnua 
a  rill  above  the  I.asin  Sucki  drew  a  brinuning  cup  and 
passed  it  to  her. 

With  a  gesture  sfie  ref.ised  it.  and  as  he  turned  his 
back  she  reaehe.l  suiftly  upward.  She  had  l)eea 
u-atehing  her  moment;  the  tree  under  which  the 
trough  had  h.-en  buih  was  a  ma})le. 

Old  Sacki  gave  the  word  and  they  were  off  again. 
Still  they  kept  to  the  main  roa.l,  without  as  yet  pa.ssing 
a  house.     Then,  from  the  di.stance,  came  a  familiar 
whirring  sound.      On  the  instant  every  <,ne   was   on 
the  alert.     Saeki  turned  to  IVdro. 

"Is    there  a  road   hereabnuts  we  can    turn   iuto.^" 
he  asked. 

"None,"  was  tho  curt  reply. 

[  2m  ] 
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The  loader  U,.M  .,„,„    ,,, 

:;" '•"•     •'•-■■'- ^ ' M„. 

,V       """"-^ '■-   .^-   ".- .v„i,|    „„.   .„. 

■ ■ « -•"-''''•■-    Tl„...„,„ , ,,,^„.,,, 

'""  ""V""' " " •■"■■"--,  i„  H.u,„ .,.,; 

;■ '7/", ""■"">"«'■'• '-i-v.;,,. , ..,„„:: 

■■•  M.,,,  ..  n.,,ea  ,-,Uo  vi,..,  .,„,  i ,„.; 

Was  gone! 

;: ::  ;"■"::;  •"",  ^"^  "■'••■"-  •-■'  ■'-. ■  ^^-^^ 

'•'"•  ■■ ' "■ "- y  s , I  ,„,  „,,,' 

;'■'■"•'"■"""'■■  ■^^-■■i-i Hs..,.u„H. ,„„..' 

lo.sscrytor,.rnpoll,fM,. 

'Tlu,-    rf.,,d    which    thcv    were    nou      fr 

t"^'" - 'o  he.  ,.,.t -,.„ ,.,;;; 

P-ace  ,t3  exact  ,„..,„„.     The.  „,.,.„,.._„ ',;: 
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■- '"'>■      "1""'      ""■      ^•"•'•I'     n.oiHitai.,      si.l...      Tl.-ir 

tVa-raiHT     fil|,.,|     tl,..     „i^|,t.      \V|„.r..     u;,.     it'      iUrv 
u-.Tc  aM.,M..|iM-  a  .t.vp  in.lin..,   nam.u    an,!   uin.liu;,r, 
••"i.i  »Vn,M  uhicl,  UM  roa,K  Kraiichr.l  ..v.ay        l'rrM„||,s, 
■'"■   '""''■  "'"'   "   '■"'I''  '"^'  railing  ,,„   ll,..  |,.ti.  ;„„|   ('.„ 
'"■'""•  ""•"""•.nur..ftlHTivrr.      Thm  .f,.-  k>,ru  u  lirpr 
>!'<■    was.      If    lh,.v    u,.„t    far   ..„,,u-h    a|.H,n    ||,i.    .!„.ic 
-r   M    n.a.l  Ihry  uouMrornr  I-,  u  l.rr.  thr  ^^rcMi-ril,!,.,,, 
''■'"'''■'""""■I".u|  Im'M.I..  whirl,  .iH.ha.l.-a.MiHMl  or,,. 
<I-V  .'.Mlur   i„   il,,.   .unnnrr;  a„,l.    tiHMi^-l,   .1,,.  ,|i.|    ,„.l 
knnw  it.  it    u-a.  I„.r..  that   CrrW  had  first   ...•„  h.-r  in 

"!•■    U'liM-    ,,f    a    wat,.,.    ,iyi,||,h. 

''■'i.-  I'im-  Momitair,  n.a.l  was  a  .lan^MTuus  „„.■  .-vr,, 
I'.v   .layli.^ht,    l,..i,>,.   so    narrow    that    two    ua^'uMs    ha<l 
KH-.M  .lifhriilty  i„  passing,      ()„  {|„.  ,„„,  ^j,,,.  ,,,,.  ^^.^^^^ 
tn...    ros,.    steeply,    tli.-ir    Iwrny    mot.    projertin^^    ,„ 
P'arrs  whrn-  th,.  n.a,l  ha.l  In-n,  du^  out  of  tho  hank; 
""'•  '•"  *'"•  "*''*■'■   l>='"'J-  '!'<'   ••anyor,    lV-11    ^h.-.T   .o„h- 
l'-'"'lr.-.ls   of   f.H    to    ,h,.   riv.r.   its   trrarh.-n.us    I..,].,. 
;.Miar,  ed  only  by  the  fru^nl,>.  jll-kepf  raili,,,.'.    Alarini.,'. 
"••'Ugh  vory  hrauifnl,  I,y  day.  t(.-,.i.ht.  with  its  n,ur- 
mnri,,.  tn>.,   and   watrr,   it>   „„....„   dan.urr.   and    In 
'•"""i'any    of    h.r   grin,    gnanlians,    it    ...mod    a    v.-rv 
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"''; ■  ■'■'"• '' • "  ■■'  H p.- v,  „,„.„ 

'';'"'""•  ""■'  -'"■  •'-"  •'  I""- ^ n-i„.r 

"I,,.,,,!,,.,  r,„|,.  ,,,  „„.  „„,,  .„^,  ,„  ,.,,1^^  ,  ^|^_   ^_^^^_ 
"'  •■'  "•■'■''  "I"'"'  '   "■■'■■■  ■■■■•"■^      ''■•">   "  > ■  <.^"l 

:"'"7 '"■•'■■'■"'■" -.-.■.,,:,„,,, 

"'■■'■' """"-  '•'-  -'■"•■■I  -•"-  -IM  „,....„..,,  ,„ 

"■■;"■  •■".-■H„.r  ,,„„„„„,     ■■,.,..,.,,,.,1  ,„,.,„,■■  „„„,,,,, 

;;'"' '';'"'  ■"  ""■  '■■ ^"  '"'«■■."  1 ,.,  n,„  ,.„  ,„.. 

'•"-"'-;->- .i,.i„, , ,„„„,,„ 

;'■'■';'•"'■.■■ " ">■-'•■"'-.■  ,.u-..  ,„  ,„.,.„ 

:;,"':;" -'""^'' ■"■>- -  ■'■,„. ,-,. ,.,„„ 

()Us(|r(J>.      sii,.,.,,     ,.,,r,.,,|         1 

7' ""■''-' •■" ■ i-..:  a,,  ;.::„:,.,,  :,„: 

"',  '''.'■;'■"  '■'"■ '"'■>  < -  ■■ ,v, , . 

:; ^'  """"■^-  "-■" ' n , ,  „,,,„. 

;":''"7 "™- '"^  ""■ ' .-, i„.„ , 

'"■ ' '  .';-■  ""■  ''"■■^- ".  M <.,  ,:„:„: 

"""<" I"'" -. f  ,i„.  ,j<,„M,,, ' . 
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grow,,   w.tl,   ,„us,  a„.l   wcv.l..   while.   (Ih.   u...h|..„    wi„.- 
w;is  a  inereskflftoii. 

Such  was  tl,r  ,|,v;iry  phuv  tu  ul.i.l,  tl,,.y  I.a.l  ri.M,-,, 
Ihro,.;.!.  I.alf  tin.  ,„J,t.  A,  tl,.,v  ..„.„■  „po„  (!„■ 
^'hostly  Kate  posts  of  soapst.wic.  u,tl,  .„„.  arvunl  tlir 
JKirty  I>;,lt,.,l.  I>,,|r„  -u  ,n,n  f,-,,,,,  hi.  .a.j.ll..  a(  a  won! 
frur:,  Sacki.  uhilr  U,r  r.-.t  k,.pt  tl,..ir  scats.  Thrn- 
was  a  short.  ,„ull.n.|  .■,.„M,llati„.,,  ,„„i  thr  .<pa„i,l. 
fO-psy  nofl,l,.,l    an.i    .|,p[„.,i    auay    i„t,.    tlir    .larknos. 

'Hh-   rest    waite.i    i„    Mlcnir,  a,nl    thr   la,,-.,'.  I.r.-atl,.-,i 
lii'avily. 

Ft  seemed  to  Loll i    that    th.^y    uait,.l    f„r   huur>    I..- 
f".v  any  other  s,.,,,,,!  was  h,-anl.      Whm  Sarki  „.ove.| 
>IiL'!:lly  in  his  sa-MK-  the  leather  ,  rack..!  iu.i.lly.     Th,. 
'"'^'tin-   „f    (h,.   .\,\\    heart    ah„„.t    stiflcl    her.      Th,- 
opt-n  roa.i  ha,i  her,,  fnVhtful  e„u„-h  i„  ,  o,„pa„y  with 
these  four    rutha,,.;    I,„t    „ow         i„    theiv   she  ,„„st    .„ 
-alom-  with   these    „„•„    who  we,v    htllc    ,„or.-    tha„ 
heasts.     Go.I     i„     h.-av,.'     how     ,o„|,|     .hr    ..seap.-.' 
What    wo„M    they    ,1,,'      Thr    Mou.l    heat    l„    her   ears 
•uid  .she  .swayed  sh-.^htly  i„  the  .addle.     A  ^riniy  ha„d 
was  thrust  o„t    l.,  M,pp.,rt    her.   hut    at    its   touch   she 
grew   .suddenly    strong.   ;i,„|  .at    er.-.t    a^ai,,.       The,, 
Pedro's    voice   sitrnall.-d    s„ftly.    and    Saeki    urged    his 
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IS  i:\i:n  mohi;  mki.odka.matk    ihan 

(  IIAl'TKU     Xlli 

JOHN-  COI/ION  CIlICIIKSTKll  wa.  I, .si.,,. 
in;r  hoiiic  fn.ni  his  utii.v  (i,r..(i^'Ii  tin-  -|;iiv 
I'i  tin-  iiDoiid.iy  lii-at. 
It  was  the  iiKiMiiii-  al't.T  that  on  uliich  l.ashi.  I5al- 
<)niu'tif,'()  had  <iih!!!i'at<-(i  his  iiil.rvi.-w  wilh  Adrh 
in  such  a  dramalic  maimer,  and  ti..v,  I  hr  <aiis,' .,f  (  fii- 
clK'.ster'.s  <Mrly  rfliirii  was  (hi.-  i,,  tlic  fad  that  Lash.. 
had  pai.i  him  a  \  isit  mil  halt'  an  h..ur  since. 

Thcgj-psy  ha.l  i.reseul,,!  himself  in  a  mild  and  snh- 
diie.l  maimer,  l.rin.^in-  ..iit  a  copy  ..f  tha!  same  notice 
HI  the  newspaper  adv..  ti.si,,;,.  hep  I,.ss  which  I... Hi 
ha.l  read  with  such  am;izemcnt  in  the  camp.  ||,.  Ihen 
declared  that  h.^  ha.l  inforniati.in  c.-icerniiiLC  her 
whereal)<)iits.  ami  cl.iimed  tli.-  reward  whi.'h  the 
notice  oflVrcl,  Vov  an  . i.l. lit  i,. rial  snm  of  suhstantial 
pro,,orli.)ns    ii,-    was    prepared    t<.    in. hie.-    his    friends 

I  ^2'.V.)  I 


IN     SEAH(  II     ()l      ARCADY 

(so  he  said)  to  bring  tlu-  ),'irl  to  a  place  where  Chiches- 
ftT   l.iiiiscif   could   take   lier   in   cliarf,'e.     A    storm   of 
cross-questioning  and  threats  on  the  part  of  Chiches- 
ter failed  to  impress  Lasho  in  the  least.     He  positively 
denied    knowledge  of  tlie  actual    >pol  where   she  was 
at  that  instant,  but  once  possessed  of  suflicient  money. 
he  felt  confident  of  l)uyiiiLr  the  additional  information 
needed.      I'urther  i^ressiire  hy  (Miichc'^tt'r  elicited  the 
statement  that  the  gj'psy  had  hetMi  purposely  kept  in 
ignorance  in  order  that  he  might  the  more  -safely  come 
to   Chichester   with    his   proposition:   so   under  those 
ecmditions  nothing  could  he  gained  hy  arresting  him. 
Lasho  could  he  a  very  passable  actor  when  occasion 
demanded,  ar-d  he  succeeded  in  convincing  Chiches- 
ter that  there  might  he  truth  in  his  statement,     After 
some   farther   parleying   it    was   arranged   that    Lasho 
should  receive  half  the  jirice  agreed   ujjon   in  cash  at 
once,  and  at   the  end  of  I'orty-t-ight  hours  deliver  Bar- 
bara  into   Chichester's   li.ind-   at    a   place   appointed, 
there    to   receive   the   remainder  of   tlie  money.     The 
necessary  sum  paid,  and  all  pos.sible  precautions  taken. 
Chichester    ordered    his    motor    and    hastened    home 
to  inform  his  wife  r,f  all  that  had  transpired. 

The   avenue   «.tr,>|.hed    it^   hot.  dusty  length   ahead 
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for  it  mile  or  two.  ami  through  its  summer  desolation 
(Miiclioster  reaehed  ]\\->  house  without  much  dehiy. 
l,;mg  look  Ills  hat  and  stick  at  the  door. 
"Where  is  Mrs.  Chiehestcr?"  asked  the  hanker. 
"Ill  the  hl)rary.  sir."  responded  l^".:^.  "Slie  was 
looking  for  you.  sir.  and.  liegging  your  i)ardon,  I  tliiiik" 
—  here  he  seemed  to  uddenly  reaUze  that  hutlcis 
are  not  suy)yiosed  to  hiiik.  and  ended  iu  a  changed 
lone—  "I  tliink  she's  still  there,  sir." 

When  rhieliester  entered  th«'  library  the  eau^i-  of 
hang's  almost  imrestrainahle  eonununicativeness  was 
at  on(H'  a])pari-nt.  Tor  Adele  was  walking  distractedly 
lip  and  down  the  room,  all  (li>!ievrled  and  di-traiiL'.lit. 

"Adele!  what  is  llie  matter?"  cried  her  husl)and 
hurrying  to  her. 

Mrs.  Chiehester  turned  to  him  with  out-tretchcd 
hands.  Her  face  wa>  haggard,  and  siie  was  scarcely 
ahle  to  .speak. 

"For  God's  sake,  tell  mc;  what  is  it?"  he  implored. 
"Barbara:"  she  managed  to  ga.sp  with  white  lips. 

"Not ?"  began  Chichester. 

'It  was  the  telephone  message."  she  .said  hoarsely, 
■"from  him!  I  liad  no  more  money  and  he  threateiicti 
it.  but   I  could  not  believe  him  at  fir4,  and  when  1 
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fMllr.i  t.,  him  ll,:d    I  ;v.,„l.l  g,.t   th..  m.H.y  he  ^V;l..  K-MU-. 
iiinl  now " 

."^Ik-  l)n.kc  otr  Mi(|(|riily.M-cmiiigh-  iwial.!..  I,,  cont 


IIIUC. 


"I  (Nimiol    mi.i.T^tan.l."  dcclai-cd  Ciiich.'stfr.      "la 
mercy  Adclc.  rxplain." 

"I  '/'//  ••xi)lair.iii^r:"  >h.-  <Tit-«l.  ■•|),,nt  y..u  s<-e? 
Il.'callril  ,nr  i,j..,n  the  (.■|rph.,nr  j.ist  a  frw  m.,iiuM.t. 
"-"•  ■""'  '"I'i  ""■  tiiat  }u-  ha,l  MvuyuiiaiHl.uot  ,n,.>iry 
fr.im  y.,„  ,„,  thr  i>n.ini>r  ,,i  .Jrlivriim  IJarl.ara  !,,  y,„i 
lo-HK.rn.u.  An.l  Ihrti  ()  (.,.,i  in  llravml  -  ami 
then  hr  ,ai.)  \u-\\  ur\  ,.ven  with  in.  fur  not  payin- 
als,,,  an.l  thai  he  \va>  goiiiK  ''a.k  ^'„ing  back  to 
ruin  Harl.ara  ,ny  hllir  n!,.].  ()|,.  .i,„.|^,  ,,„^,.  ,,,.^„ 
we  >avc  h.'i .'      What   .an   uc  .!(.        ..h!" 

"A<l('lc.  calm  yonrsril'.  an-l  {.■il  nn^  who  i>  this  man?" 
'''■■"■"Kir.l  (•hi,h,.>t..r,  hi-,  ,.wn  .-nKaions  .•..ntrollr.l 
<>nl\   i.y  a  Mipn-mr  cH'Mrt  (,t'  hi-,  iron  will. 

>hc  stcod  up  and  facrd  hitn  s,|nan'ly,  strivimr  vainly 
to  j,'i'l  ^omc  holij  on  hiTsflf. 

"I  will  .•onf,.>^  rvrylhin;:/'  ,h,-  >ai.i.  I.n-at lijessly. 
*'It  is  lime  -oh'  mor."  than  time,  liiat  \oii  won- 
l«>M.  J;u'k,  yon  must  save  her;  this  Ihn-at  of  l.usho's 
i>  i'V'u  mon-  tcrril)!.-  than  you  liav(>  -ucsm.,!;  he  does 
not   know  it,  hut   he  is  Harhara's  father.      II,.  i>  nnut- 
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lcrat)!y  w"  '  d,  ;iiid  Ir'  lias  ht-en  Muekniailing  mo  for 
years;  lie  i>  capaMi-  of  aiiythin<];.  Ah,  Jack,  sfu>  rnu>t, 
slu"  must  lie  >avo(l  .Noiiicliowl  You  will  iiiaiia^i'  il. 
\w)iri  yoii?     Ah.  say  you  can,  you  ;■'  '  so " 

She  paused  abruptly,  realizing  ihul  her  husbaud'.s 
•■yes  hurued  with  an  cmiinous  fin-.  Tlien,  us  she  saw 
the  look  of  ariiicr  and  conlenipt  upon  his  face,  and  the 
loo  e;,  -ily  nanird  as^mnptiou  there,  as  yet  unspoken, 
she  realized  too  late,  with  a  .slowly  envelo})ing,  siekeii- 
iii^  d<'s])air,  wluit  she  had  implied  refrarding  herself. 
In  the  pressing;  need  oi  the  inoinent  her  one  thou,i;lit 
had  been  for  Harljara,  and  she  scarcely  knew  what  she 
was  saying  \s!iile  she  spoke.  But  now  she  knew,  and 
with  the  realization  a  paralyzing  blacknes.s  crowded 
uj)on  her  senses.  The  room  seemed  to  whirl  about 
madly,  and  then  came  —  oblivion. 

For  a  moment  >o|in  Chichester  stood  looking  at 
the  uneonseious  figure  of  his  wife  as  she  lay  huddled 
upon  the  floor,  and  tlu'n,  turning,  he  hastened  from 
the  room  without  a  backward  glance.  Though  two 
lives  were  ruined,  the  innocent  cause  must  not  be  made 
a  victim:  Barbara  must  be  saved  at  all  costs. 
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RKC  ORDS   A    BA^TLi:    OF    WITS   AND   A 
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()    RKTrk;:    ir,   tho  stiflindy  hnt  aftrnm,,,, 
on   wliich   tlie  earl  .irov,-   lu\   ,k-w   1„.u1   „f 


T 

M^  fiirmturc  cut  of  Barrin-loii  in  ihe  dirrctiu!; 
oi  that  sput  wiific,  a,  tiie  sluTif}'  had  tol.l  hiiu,  the 
gypsies  were  camped. 

In  the  east,  soft  hanks  of  treacherous-looking  clouds 
were  pilin^:;  up;  laltr  there  uii-ht  l)e  a  sveleo.ne  rain. 
Ijul  at  prr.cnt  the  <his|  was  so  thick  tliat,  after  a  tV-w 
enthusiastic  uioiuciiU,  (  reil  ua.  obHged  to  .,top  his 
«ong  and  eonteut  hiniMlf  with  Hstening  to  its  refrain 
beating  mutely  in  his  head. 

Maintaining  the  rale  at  which  they  set  out,  the 
horses  .piickly  eoverni  the  .la.rt  distance  hetwem 
the  town  an.l  the  ^yp^y  (,,ni,.,  which  lav  spna.i  in 
^tll  its  gorgeou.sne.ss  ui,„n  llu-  \vxr\  sUvteh  of  dull 
l-lain.     Being  in   the  near   xieinity   of  a  large  Gunjiu 


A     iJAl'l  l.i;     OF     W  ITS 

coininunity,  tli<'  Koiuutis  h;ui  olahli-ln-d  tlicmsclvt'S 
ralluT  iliiViTcntly  from  llic  lial)il  llu'V  atJ'cfU'd  wlicn 
liviiii;'  undiT  less  alien  (>li>orviitii)n.  ("crlaiii  ])('r- 
■  liiisilos,  ccrlain  accessories,  v.Iiieli  tlic  (iciililes  had 
created  a  «leiiiaiid  for,  liad  been  added;  without  tliese 
the  townsfolk  refused  to  find  the  Roman-  irdere-liiij:, 
and,  Ihereff'i'r,  fortnne-lenin^'  lenl-^,  with  mystic- 
looldnp,  iiieaniiifiless  [lolhooks  ami  hieroglyphics 
|iaiiifc(i  iifioii  the  waIN,  liad  heen  erecle(l;  coloured 
flags  or  Iriii/^'es  framed  the  entrances,  and  interiors 
were  darkened  to  a  .^ui'alile  d<',trree  of  mystery.  The 
women  went  aliout  —  lho>e  at  lea>t  who  dulkrrcd 
j)rofes>ionalIy  -- (lad  in  a  fanta-tie  ^'arl)  which, 
while  itN  foundation  wa^  pure  ;^yp-y,  was  so  over- 
laden l)y  prodnetion.s  of  New  Jersey  Orientalists  as  to 
he  almost  inuceou'nizaUlo  to  the  tutored  ey(>.  Others 
wore  hriglit-huecl  kimonos,  too  jialpahly  of  Occidental 
eoneeption,  and  lop|)ed  olV  the  loose  sleeves  and 
n\)r]\  neck  mo-t  ridiculously  with  Romany  handanna.s 
.tnd  earrings.  'ldii>  excess  of  costuming,  exaggerated 
to  suit  the  popular  la>te  and  the  traditional  idea  oi' 
a  gypsy's  appearance,  wa^  in  \ogue  everywhere.  But 
despite  these  prejiaralion-  for  a  traffic  concocted  for 
transient  profit,  the  majority  continued  at  their  trades, 
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even  tlK.M-  ul,o  l,a,l  n.,n.  t-..i,ninK  an  oc(-„p;.(i.M,  ul,il.. 
tlu.y  r,.,nai..,-|  n.ar  tl,..  ,..u„.  [,n,h,,I,|v  frn,n  f..ar  of 
«'"•    '"il'l    -TUlIny    <.!•    Mr.    liill    Crawfonl.    ul„.    u-,. 

'^""^^■"  •"  ''-■•'  '-'^-n  on  a  ..rlain  vi,..,u-  uh...  1,. 
«l.-..v,.rn|  l.ro.p,.rnM>-I..,>ki„.  R.,„„„.,  ,,;„,  „,^  ^.;^.,^,^ 

m^'m>  ,,f  suppc,rt.  io.„.i„e  ,I,.,,,t  tlu- ,M.i.|,I,onrlH.o.i 
Al    fl.is    hour,    lumvvrr.    (l,rn>   urn-   „„   v.Mi.,,.   ,,, 

"""•■•'"'F''  •"'«1  -no.t  o,  i,.  inhal.itants  appoan.,1  (o  1„. 
«-l'-p.  ^•■'■-vy.lo..  Iay.p,.awl,-<linll,..  tlnn>!,a.i.. 
"f  "h.  l.-nt.  a,Hl   hair-ola.l  ..l.il.lrvn   lou-„...l  li.,!,..,,. 

^''    "'"   "■"^""   *""''-     ''■-<•   "I'l    -."...„.    tl,..i,-   apron". 
f.II<-.l  wifl,   l.ori.,  pIo,Id.<l  alon,  in   iUr  -In.lv  .il.,,,, 
■•""'    '"■'"■■'•I    th-n.    I0II0U...I   a    fhir.i.    hunlonl.-s.     .),., 
'-"trn-.|  inoantation.  in  an.H.nt  W..!pI,,Ii,„  ,{,„„,.„, 
-nH.ypa.s.,I,o,h,  ,,,„„f^,  ^j,,^^^.^^,__^^_^        ^,^^^_.;_ 

^<->.-'ll...y|,..l  a  limping,  ,, ray  hnrs.    I,v  a    hnMN-  rop.- 

':,;'"'    "'"^•'-    ^'•"'■^''    -'•■'■''    >' i    un.l.r    a    .r,arl,.,| 

"•'''    '•'"^'•>'    "■"•■•     ^>"-    'l<an    tin.    M,.,,.    ,,,    ,ij„„ 
nH.vcn...„(     amor..    ,[,.    „,a„y    so„I.    .ho    lav    (hero 
Ahove  the  f^aiuiy  wa,.,„s  an.i  festoon.,1  ,n,U.  in  .In., 
-"i   'I'-rder,  the  hot  air  shinunere.l  an.l   fli..k<.re.i  in 
f-'auzy  waves.     All  over  th.  plain,  too,  stretched  .h. 

nm-nn,  oanopy  of  hoai,  and  hi,h  ahovc  ,he  transi<.n. 
village  hun.  fno  htr,.  I.ini.  ui,h   uidespre^u],  siou- 
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ulu-fliii^  wiii^is.  ()ut  of  tlir  lu'ut  and  \\iv  slillnt's.-. 
;iri)*f  u  >"iig,  plaintive  and  rich  U)iK'd,  troni  a  stroii?^, 
vDun.u,  male  l!M'>al;  it  Hoatctl  wiik-  in  tlif  motionless 
■  lir,  iuiiciul  !>ut  -ad,  ri>in^,  I'ullinir,  witli  rli\lliinic 
cadciH'i'  as  tlioiii^h  iii  hai'inoiiy  with  >()nH'  inc  lianic-d 
task.      It     \va-    a    Roniaii>     lii\c    >on^: 

'"1   I  hoose  as  pillows  for  my  head 

Those  snow  wliiic  I)re.isls  of  thine. 
1  choosr  ji.H  lumps  to  light  my  lud 

Those  eyes  of  siKer  shine. 
O  lovely  maid,  disdain  me  not, 

Xor  leave  me  in   my  pain: 
Perchanre  'twill  never  be  m>'  lot 

To  see  thy  faie  again'" 

It  was  I)cl<-n;,rro  ulio  san^\  in  full  ftijoyniont  of 
his  own  niclaiulioly  {)lii;ht.  At  >i;4lit  of  (Ceil,  wlm 
drew  \\]>  near  liiiii,  he  liroko  off  the  end  of  a  nitdodions 
r<'[)ftilion  and  ahruplly  iminircd  what  lio  waidfd. 

The  ^'yj)sy  t)oy  had  niatnrt'il  [^.TCfplilily  during 
ihr  })ust  twt'iity-fonr  hours,  and  prcsontod  a  rather 
'snrn  ligure  with  his  tired  lace  and  his  bandaged 
,iri!i  in  its  gay  slint:.  ANith  hi>  uninjured  hand  he  had 
lieen  luojjinji,  scarlet  <.'ord  ahout  u  bridle  ornanienl. 
liis  expression  svas  jrrave,  aiul  odd  little  lines,  deli- 
cately traced,  h  id  appeared  over  nioht  at  the  corners 
<<i  his  eyes  ami  of  hi-  I'aun-iike  mouth.  In  respoii.se 
'.<>  hi-  (juestion,  Cecil  replied; 
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"I  am  looking  for  a  girl  called  Lolli  Tlashta." 
Thclook  wliicli  ;wcpt  afi'o^^s  tho  gipsy's  face  at  these 
words  fiilod  Ciiainl.nync  with  M)rf)rist'.  Astonislimcnl. 
suspicion,  and  alarm,  and.  .■.,nl<]  It  l,e?  |,;,t,',  fnli.uvcd 
••■■ich  other  swiftly.  'lliei,,  almo.l  as  suddenly  a.N  the 
look  ha. I  come,  il  vanished,  leaving  the  Ix.y  si.  lid, 
impassive. 

"1  kn..\v  no  such  i)er>on,"  nplicd  Deloiigro,  in- 
differently. -'All  hen-  an  ..iir.elves  —  all  IJalor- 
mengri.     I  do  not   know  the  name  you  says." 

"Hill  do  you  know  the  mimes  of  all  the  people 
in   tJH'  camp?" 

"I  trjl  y,,u  they  hav<-  only  „ne  name  IJalor- 
niengro,"  was  the  answer. 

"Do  you  mean  to  t.H  me  that  IIum'  Inindrrd  or  s.. 
individuals  are  all  called  that?"  .hinand-d  Ce.il 
incrtxluously.  The  young  man's  strang.-  expression 
at  his  first  iiKjuiry  had  excited  the  Scotchman's  sus- 
picions. The  gyjjsy  was  plainly  lying  when  he  de- 
clared that  Lolli's  name  meant  nothing  to  him.  A 
few  pressing  questions  appeared  to  he  in  onier. 

"liut,  of  course!"  said  Delengro,  a  trifle  impatiently, 
a^  if  (he  subject  hored  him:  "we  arc  all  n-lations - 
all   <>?/rsv./rM  — there  are  none   heside." 
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■■  Ar..'  you  very  surr  I  hat  I  Ik-  ^iil  I  am  seekiiif^  is 
iM>l  luTO?"  perslsleil  ('(•(,!!,  who  uoiild  iiavi*  inad(!  u 
poor   liiploniut. 

■  I'lilcss  it  he  tliii.t.  >1k-  i-  visilimj  from  another  tri!)e," 
i.'jilied  Deh'tif^ro.      "I  will  a-k  I'uiUkt  it'  you  wishes," 

■'If  yiiu  pleax","  -aid  ('ceil.  >ii<irtly. 

Dek-ii^ro  dropjuij  hi-;  \'.i)rk  :iiid  s.iiiiitcriii;,'  to  a 
near-by  tent  li''  cntrnd,  and  in  a  moment  or  t'\(i 
•  •in<'rj.':<'d    \\ilh    aiidthrr    man.    an    did    fellow    who   lioi'e 

1  air  of  aiil  liiirity.  They  appeared  to  consult  to- 
_^'ther,  and  then  the  elder  man  stepped  forward  with 
a  courteous  pesture. 

"T's  afraid  tlirre  i-  no  one  here  of  the  name  ycm 
-iM-k>,"  he  >aid,  addrcssini:  Cecil  jiolitely.  "I'crhap- 
you  made  a  mistake  in  the  name.  Wind  did  \()U 
\vi>li  of  her?" 

"An  odd  question  that,"  llioutiht  Cecil,  hut  aloud 
he  said: 

■'  I  am  nierel\  a  friend  who  '.V(,)ukl  like  to  speak 
\'.  ilh  her." 

At  these  word-  an  u^ly  -park  spranji  up  in  Delen- 
gro's  eyes.  Who  wa-  tiii-  -tranuer?  What  did  he 
want  with  Lolli,  the  -oldcn-eyed?  Was  he  Iht  !o\-er' 
and  was  it  because  of  '.hi-  (lonjiu  thai  she  had  refu-ed 
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to  listen  t..  liis  iuklrvssvst  It  ,nu.>l  I.e  so,'  Well. 
he  for  u.u-  vsuuld  .j.,  n,.thii.g  to  assist  tlie  handsuuie 
Geiilili.,  vvli,,  >|,uulcl  leave  us  ignorant  as  he  eame — 
aye,  even  if  this  course  were  eotly  I.,  Lolji!  Tu 
st.Ml  h.T  fn.ni  tlir  .shiT-cmin,  inp  liiniMl!'  u;is  one 
thing;  but  to  u.ssist  a  rlNal  I.,  tin-  >anu.  end  -  a  suc- 
cessful rival  at  that -was  .,uilc  beyond  the  scope 
of  his  altruism. 

Meanwhile  the  .second    rypsy  a,,.!   Ce.il   were  still 
parleying,    ll,.-    former    a.>si:rinK    Hie    latter    thai     the 
family    „am.-   .•mi.raee.l   all.      Al    its    third     ,,r    fourth 
rrp.-liti(,n.   it    In-ai.   to  daun   upo,.   ('(vil   thai  hv  had 
hear.l   it   ,>lsewhere,  ami   in   comu-ction    with   hi.  little 
peddlergirl.     When- ha<l  it  t,.,..?    \e..  tVon.  Crawford; 
'"It    at   M.me  other  time,   too,   longer  ago  —  by  J„v,>. 
yes!     That  -rrat.  ugly  fellow  wl„,m  he  ha.l   thrashed 
for  annoying  her  had  annonnced   hi,  natne  as  IJalor- 
uiengro,  the  hairy  one.      He  had  shouted  it  as  a  |]„,,,t. 
and  it  was  plain  that  hrwonl.l  niak,.  good  his  intention 
of  revenge  wnen  opportunity  should  oiler.     JVrhaps 
il    had   already   arisen,   and    she   had    fallen    int..    the 
man's  power!     Cecil  instantly   cnehided    that  these 
gyi^sics  knew  more  about   Lolli's   whereabouts  than 
I  hey  intended  to  reveal:  vry  pus.sibly  she  was  right 
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licri'  in  the  camp,  Inlil.  m.-iyln-,  iiu:iiM>f  lie-  will; 
or  wofM',  hiul  already  roccivcil  ,iti  injiir\  ;it  the  IimihN 
Iff  tliaf   f'\  il   lii.iti.   uliicli  !ii>  |ic()|ilc   were  helping  liiiii 

to  conceal,     'llic   tlioiiulit    made   In--   !> «!    run   <i.I<|, 

ami  he  (leterii)iiif<l  not  to  leave  until  e\cr,\  pi.^^il>ilit  \ 
of  (iiscoveriiif?  her  hail  Ihm-ii  e\liaii>te(i.  His  spirit 
\va->  grim  uilli  (Ielerniinati<in,  Imt  lie  \va>  out  ward ly 
calm  as  he  a.sked: 

"Mi^ht  not  some  of  the  women  know?  It  would  ho 
well  to  infiuire.  for  1  have  special  reason-;  for  helievini; 
that  she  i>  here."' 

Delen^ro  and  the  other  man  exchanged  a  swift  glance. 
A  little  crowd  had  gathered  enriously  ahont. roused  from 
their  s-jrsta  liy  the  advent  of  the  visitor;  ami  though 
they  stood  gaping  w  ith  apparent  lack  of  understanding, 
yet  an  indefinable  current,  electric  in  its  naturr,  ht-ld 
tliem  together. 

They  all  knew,   thought   Cecil   wrathfully! 

"We  will  ask  oM  Kentiella."  said  one.  "She  knows 
all  that  hai)|)ens  in  the  tribe;  nothing  escapes  her. 
Let  us  go  to  her  tent." 

Cecil  got  down  from  the  cart  and  f(jllowed  Dclen- 
gro,  in  response  to  this  suggestion,  leading  his  team; 
and    the   rabble,  now    augmented    by    a   considerable 
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/MimlKT  uf  chihircn  aii.l  dn^r^,  irailrd  allrr.  All  srorned 
unxums  lo  Ik.  „f  assisfaur...  >niilin«  pk-asanlly  .,,,,1 
\rvu\wti  ihv  strari-rr  will,  H,,.  nmst  pcrtVct  .ourt.vsy. 
This  ,ii,|  „„t  siurrnl  ill  .lisarnnn^r  |,i,„,  |,„,v,.v,'r. 
th.Mifrh  it  puzzle!  him  considorahly.  Why  shoiiM  Ihry 
»H-  so  vafrrr  t..  ,„urt  inspcrtion  if  lln-y  had  anythinp 
fo  <»»ri('(>al? 

|{'f..n.  h.T  t,-„t  .,1,1  K,.„n,.l|a  sa(.  I.urni.shinf:  tho 
nnagos  of  h.T  j^-rrat  ^o,]  an<|  h.T  littl,.  ^rc„l.  At  si^ht 
of  a,i  ap,.r<Ku-hin^r  f;„r^/„  she  hastily  put  them  out  of 
sipht  withiu  th,.  «lo<,m  iK.hiu.l  h,T  and  n^umed  a  picvo 
«•!•  knitti^.^  that  tlu-  frihal  drilirs  ,„ight  not  suflVr 
s;«TiK'o  l,y  |,n-njr  rxposnl  to  thr  vi.u  of  a  Gentih-. 
''''>«'  lilUc-  ^Tou;.  and  its  followiutr  formed  th,-m.rlvr< 

"""*'•  "'"'''■''•'•'^' '-'■"'■'■""•  "I'l  -.man,  and  a  c.ollo,p,v 
••"sued,  during  whid,  IVI.n^^ro  and  the  oth.r  n,  „. 
'^•Ikod  with  h.T  in  Homany.  M,.n>  ,ypsio.  join..,!  ,1... 
™l  -f  l.sfoners.  and  at  on,-  p.,i„l,  „  !„.,  .!,..  ..1,| 
l^"ly  h.-..l  .na.ie  a  sharp  retort  to  Delen^rro  an.j  h.  ha.l 

'"'■""•'    '"'"'•    ^'■'''•^•'"«   "'•"'i"^'     Hh.   p,.op|..  .xH.an^nJ 
kiiowmii  winks  an. I  lan-hci. 

As    Ceeil    conl.l    uml.Tsl..,,,.!    nothing'   of    u|,at    was 

«om«  on.   h.   I..oke.l   al (    |,in,.    „-,,,,„!„.   ,1..   f,,,, 

of   ""•    l-^^yptians   f..r   ..,„„.   ,,,n..    1..   ,1,..   uI.,Teahoufs 
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>i  his  elusive  cliarnifr.  liut    llicif  ua-'  iiolhiiii'  to  I 


li'uriu'i 


I    fr 


>tn    llifir    tAprivssioii- 


11 


K'M.    jii^l    a.- 


11^ 


inlt'rt'^t  hf^'aii  to  waiif,  a  wuiiiaii  ulio  ^t^M)(|  on  lli.- 
far  <m!j;c  of  the  lialf-cinlf  attradiil  lii-  uaiiilfriii^  «'yc, 
tlioiiL'Ii  IIktc  was  really  iiolliiiit^  very  rciiiarkaMf 
alfoiil  lirr:  a  slij^'lit  yiniiii:  wornaii.  scarcfly  inon'  than 


■hilil,  vt't  I) 


Ih 


.f 


a  rliild,  yt't  hcaiiii;.'  I  lie  |»iitiui-f  ut  Miot)i«'rhoo<l,  >lu* 
was  lisliMiirif;  caj^crly  In  what  ua-  Iiriiij^  ^aitl  l)y  tin- 
iTiilral  j^roiip.  and  at  iiil«M\als  tiiniiiifj;  a  ^laiic*'  lo- 
wanl  himself,  ll  wa>  not  liifliciilf  to  diseover  tliat 
^lie  was  prepossessed  in  lii-  faxdiir,  and  that  the 
eoiiversation  whieh  I  he  Ihree  at  the  tent  door  were 
carrying  on  eonccnicd  liiiii  even  more  tlian  he  h.nl 
suspeetc'd.  'Ilie  UDiiiaii  iiitere^tc(|  liim  j^reatly,  lor 
>>he  was  pcciiharly  wiimini;  and  iniiuctiit  looking',  an<i 
he  Wondered  at    !lle  chdMitate  licaut\    nt'  hel'  dress. 

"She  derhiri"-  ihei'c  !■>  and  ha^  liecii  n<>  -iieh  xoiinji' 
uonian  in  the  eanip,  ami,  what's  mure,  there  are  no 
niilliners  amom,'  iis.  She  >ays,  aNn,  thai  yon  ^ln  ,,id 
have  yonr  f'urtane  told." 

There  was  every  appearance  of  honesty  ami  sin- 
eerity  ill  llie  yonth's  tone,  and  (Veil  was  forced  to 
acccjil  his  messa;,'e,  desi)ile  its  one  stranj^e  item: 
he  had  said  nothing  aliout   milliners.     How  did  they 
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know  Lolli  was  one,  il  llicy  (li<l  not  know  her?  I'n- 
(lU(>>tionahly  then-  w.i>  sonic  trirkcry  afout,  and  he 
(IcliTiniiu'd  to  see  as  ninch  of  'he  canip  as  possible 
I. (fore  leaving.  S<>  he  deeided  to  have  hi>  jjalui 
read. 

"Indeed  1  should  like  to  hue  my  fortune  t"ld," 
ht  replied  pleasantly,  and  allowed  himself  to  he  led 
lo  where  a  handsome  woman  wiih  an  infant  in  her 
arms  sat  idly  in  a  painted  wagon. 

When  Delengro  told  h<  r  of  ("<(  iTs  enforced  de^-re 
to  hear  his  future,  she  gave  the  hahx'  into  tiie  eare  of 
an  older  child.  Then,  heckoinng  to  tlie  Scotchman, 
sh.-  led  him  into  a  neighl.ouring  tent,  and,  dropping 
the  flap,  shut  out  the  inquisitive  crowd  who  followed. 
As  the  curtain  fell,  he  was  conscious  tliat  the 
richly  apparelled  woman  was  still  looking  at  him 
from   the  distance. 

The  fortune-teller  told  him  a  great  <leal  of  nonsense, 
fixing  him  with  her  eye  in  the  hypnotic  numuer  of 
the  i)rofessional,  dukkerer,  who  always  tries  to  charm 
u  subject  into  confusion,  as  the  origin  of  the  word 
implies;  but  among  her  utterances  were  a  few  personal 
facts  which  were  disagreeably  true,  for  the  woman  was 
a  kcM?n  psychologist.     One  item  he  laughingly  <lenied: 
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Yon    will    marry    an 


holro 


she   declared,    her 


black  eyes  sn 


apping  at  him  approvingly 


;ot  much  I     Never!"  he  disclaimed,  emphalically 


All!  l>u'   vou  w 


ill!"   -he  insisted  calmly. 


'Not  if  I  know  it!" 

'You  will  do  so,"  she  persisted. 


When 


he 


came  ou 
ted  hi 


t  the  crowd  was  still  wailing,  and 


Oelengro  invited  hun  lo  wa 


gra 


dk  about  the  camp.     Thi.- 

lt( 


mo 


tultocs  invitation  must  be  offered  for  some  ulterior 
tiv(\  its  recipient  decided,  aii.l  acceptcu  it  in  order 


to  Lest  its  ineanmg. 


"Shall  we 
eating  tl.e  left   iurn. 

"I    should    p-et'er 
pecting   a    motive    in 


turn  this  wav?"  asked  the  gypsy,  indi- 


Ihe    other,"    replied    Cecil, 


sus- 


tl 


i(>    sugges 


ti(.n,    and    helplessly 
■Iv   t)l;i>ing   into  the 


ronscious  that  he  might   be  men 

ntli(M''s  hands,  no  matter  svhat  he  answered. 


Deleiigro  assented  at  onc(>,  an( 


1    together   with    the 


•rowd  they  made  a  pri 


•tl\  Uiorough  tour  of  ins7)ecti<in. 


here  were   ma 


appc 


ny  curious   things  to  be  seen,  but    all 
1    one    small    incident 


•areil    innocent    enough,    anf 


became  engraved  upon  his  memor 


V,  desnite  his  di> 


irbed    thou 


dits.      >'ears   afterward    he    could     recal 


the  little  picture  as  < 


Icarlv  as  though  it  had  been  newly 
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socii  —  yet  it  \v;is  iiniinport.uil  rrioii^'Ii.  At  hr  end 
»>f  ;i  j);irti(iilariy  ^'oriifous  \\;ii;<)ii,  in  tlic  \\-.j  ceiilrc 
of  the  Ciinij),  u  {)rini  New  Kiii;liuiil  w  man,  well  pa>t 
iiiiddlc  iijjc,  \v;is  sitting.  Ipoi.  Iut  rigidly  erect  form 
was  ;i  slifHy  starelied  calico  dres>,  and  an  apron  of 
spotless  .vliite  was  s])read  ov<t  her  lap.  Her  spar>e 
gray  hair  was  drawn  liack  tigbtly  from  her  forehead 
and  sli'kcd  down  iiiiniereifuliy,  and  ni>oii  Iier  nose 
roted  a  jiair  of  liorn-rinimed  Npectacles.  But  more 
strange  tliaii  her  existence  in  siicii  a  s|)ot  was  the 
ineongrnity  Ix-tween  her  figure  and  her  facia!  expres- 
sion; for,  a>  sh<>  fashioned  the  tiny  garment  in  her 
liand,  her  fa<'e  was  softened  will;  an  e\])ressioii  of 
great    tenderness   which   >al    strangely   iii)on   it. 

It  was  plain  in  the  end  that  the  gypsies  had  merely 
wished  to  i)ro\"e  the  sincerity  of  their  statement-, 
and  e\en  lo  }iis  ii!(|uirnig  eye  there  did  not  seem  to 
!>(•  any  hlcly  place  of  concealment  for  ■'.  nrisoner. 
"^o  he  prepared  lo  regain  Ins  driving  seat,  after  having 
thaiiked   lii-  eseuif. 

TIk'  crowd  had  galhend  close  around  him,  when, 
a->  lie  lliilied  io  j,i\e  llieui  farewell,  iie  again  perceived 
ilic  prct  ly  young  woman  iii  the  tine  clothes.  What  was 
-lie  doin;.'   tliere!-'      \\'hat    held   her  attention   upon   him 
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Iced,    that    a    ronii    >honl(l 


s  sail 


in( 


lo>e  her  rnnimiidi 


Then, 


to  hi-  intense  a 


.tonislim(>nI.  -he  Crushed  l>y 


him    closely,    whi-pering 
the  Sleeping  Hoii^e 


,>he    (liil    so 


i,ook    for 


Then  she  was  gone  m 

I  her,  and  in  another  l:i 


!       Look  for  the  ^h-eping    Hon>e. 
the  wake  of  the  l)oy  who  h;'d 


-ummone( 

1,11',   his   brain   in    a 


un-reptilions  me 


ssage 


-tant  he  was  driving 
whirl    of    w(.nd<-r   ean-ed   by    her 
lent    that    >he  Ikh! 


It 


was  evK 


iiie-t   for  Lolli,  and   that 


intended  to  he!])  ium  m  .!<-  (H 
-he  had  done  her  utmo-t.  Y<>t  whH  wa<  at  th.'  <-nd 
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IF  HE  could  but  guess  what  the  woman  meant! 
The  phrase  conveyed  nothing  definite,  yet  sug- 
gested a  hundred  possihihties.  "  The  Sleeping 
Home!  The  Sleeping  11. , use!''  Evidently  she  had 
given  him  as  much  of  a  clue  as  she  had  dared;  and,  if 
she  dared  so  little,  surely  some  ugly  business  must 
be  afoot.  One  hme  man,  ignorant  of  gypsy  ways, 
was  completely  helpless  when  it  came  to  coping  with 
their  antagonism  and  their  cleverly  veiled  deceit. 
He  must  have  help.  Cecil  recalled  that  the  sheriff 
had  said  he  was  going  to  East  Harrington  that  after- 
noon, and  the  simf)Iest  thing  was  to  follow  him  there, 
find  him,  and  ask  his  help.  The  little  tftwn  could  not 
be  more  than  a  mile  or  two  aw.ny,  and  to  reach  it 
within  the  hour  should  be  easy. 

A  small  boy  in  ragged  blue  overalls  was  persuaded 
into  giving  a   few   dircction.s  as   to   tin;   road   to   East 
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Harrington,  which  prove.!  nii>U'a.ling,  for  Cecil  druse 
iicconling   to   them   for  an   hour  and   u  half   wilh..ui 
seeing  any  sign  of  the  village;  at  the  enii  of  which  lime 
he  etuicimled  that  the  raggunmffin  had  known  th(>  road 
,u,  Letter  than  he  himself  did,  but  ha<l  succnml.e.l  U> 
the  temptation  of  being  taken   for  an  authority  -    a 
common  .•an>e  of  fall  from  truth.     'I'lu-  <lay  wa>  sullry. 
There    was   an   omim)Us   (luiet    in    the   air    which    sel 
human  nerves  on  edge   with  the  tenseness  belonging 
to  an  impending  crisis,  and  sent  the  .lumb  creature^ 
to  cover,  trembling  and  uneasy,  though  the  sun  still 
shone  fitfully.     How   had   the  little  village  for  whhh 
he    was    searching   escaped    him?      Sick    with    apj.re- 
hension,  he  desired  above  all  things  to  reach  a  point 
from    which   he   coukl    begin   his   quest    actively.     In 
such  a  case  there  was  but  one  thing  to  do  — namely, 
choose  a   road   and   follow   it    undeviatingly   until   In- 
got .somewhere,  which  he  was  bound  to  do  in  the  course 
of    time  — the   road    which   has    no   ending   being   a 
rarity.      So  Cecil  drove  straight  ahead  -  his  custom 
in  life  when  things  puzzled  him. 

He  .soon  noliccil  that  the  most  conspicuous  feature 
of  the  landscape  was  a  uniform  wire  fence  that  en- 
closed all  the  paNtures  by  which  he  drove.     Arousing 
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himself  from    his   anxious  {jrof^riosticatioiis  sti(ficit>iilly 
til   remark    thai   it    iiuist   Ik.uihI   mhhc   iiiiiiic-n.^e  stock 
farm,   he  l)traim'  coriscioiis,   too.  (if  ;i   toucrim:,  dili'- 
'idwticd    hill    in    tlic    r.nMillc    ilislaiicc.      ll    was    \(tv 
nnpres.sivt',    il.,    rii^'ged    harr(Minc>>    cnli.UK cl    ]>y    tj,,' 
IrlililyaiKlpainstakiiifrciiltivation  out  of  \\lii(  h  it  lifted 
itself  so    -ternly;  and    when    he   came  to  the  lii-liway 
rnimiiifj;  at   its  base  he  pulieij   up.      The  spot    whereat 
lie  paused  was  a  (juarter  of  a   mile,  or  le.-.>,  from   the 
l.a^e  of  the  mountain,  and  the  road  i»y  whieh    he    had 
come  tliere  crossed  that  on  which  he  stood  at  a   ri^ht- 
angle.     As   he  gathered    up   the   reins   to    start     anew 
Ills  ^danee  fi-;ed   itself,   for  no  apparent   reason,   upon 
something,'   lyin^'   in    t)ie  dii-t    of   tlie   minor   roach      It 
uas  indy  a  little  maple-spria,  lyinii,  there    with   one  of 
li-  three  leaves  Iiroken  -    helplessly  prone  as  a  winded 
l>ird;    ImiI    the   si;,dit    of   it    caii>rd    his    heart    to   lea[). 
Purely — ycs,   certainly   it    was   her  jiclttriu!     And    it 
hore   the   call    for   helj).     She   had    shown   him   all    its 
various   uses  —  he  eould    hear   her   tellin^,'   him   aliouf 
lis  secret  calls  in  her  suert,  ea^rr  tones.     And  some- 
how he  felt  certain  that   it   was  laid  for  him  -    that   it 
uas  he  whom  she  called  am!  needed.      \\  last,  he  would 
hnd   her!     'I'liei,   came  a   cold    wave  of  doul.t.      Hou 
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,.,,ul.|  lu-  lir  -lire  tli;it  il  \\;i<  Ikt  token?  Coiilil  H'-t 
;i  Iwi;;  with  llir.'c  iiiaph'  Icav.'-  conic  to  the  roailMiK' 
in  any  olli.  r  way  lliaii  l.y  Iut  hand?  I'crliai^:  Unt, 
un:r(i  Ilo|H',  it  Wiis  snrcly  more  than  ;i  coincidciH c 
that  it  4ionM  he  found  there  at  thi>  very  time  Aheii 
lie  \va>  >ear<hinfi:  for  h<'r  m.  anxiously  1  At  any  rale, 
it  \va-  iinpo-sihle  to  i-iu.re  the  >ihMit  ine-satre,  whether 
it  were  a  true  one  or  not,  and  so,  wheeHn;^  Hk'  horses 
ahont,  he  took  the  way  wliich  it  eonnnan(h-(L  He 
searched  with  anxious  eyes  for  further  sijins,  l)ut  foun<l 
none  until  the  cro^-int.^  <>f  the  lon^\  sheltered  main 
road  was  reached,  where,  as  h.-  had  hoped,  lay  another 
lilllc  -iv'Mi  enihleni,  thi-  lime  pointing  north  alon^ 
I  he  o;,,vcrnmental   highway. 

TIk-  inittrriii —\hc  jxitlrrin!  Mystic  call  of  love 
or  fri-nd-hip'  Does  il  appear  strange  to  you,  Oli, 
reader,  that  ^o  small  a  token  could  bear  its  message 
so  truly,  and  >how  the  way  with  such  inagn<"lie 
veracity'-'  Ah:  hut  do  you  know  that  for  hundreds, 
perhai>s  thousands,  of  years,  this  same  method  ha> 
lje.>n  used  unfailingly  hy  the  keen-eyed  Romany  foII<? 
That,  hy  its  means,  brother  has  followed  brother, 
children  have  sought  their  parents,  the  husband, 
t>orne   jailward.   has    sent     the    message    to    his    --vife 
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whirl)  the  l-r.li  ex  c  .if  til.-  law  could  not  ilflfcl?  That 
tliiis  more  tli.ui  one  woman  lias  Miiiiiiioiu'd  iier  lover 
to  licr  -idr,  o\cr  iiiaiiy  moiv>  miles  liiaii  arc  f.)und  in  all 
the  Icii^illi  of  llic  Ucrksliirc  Hills?  So  put  your  faith 
in  it,  for  il  is  older  than  any  form  of  message  you  wot 
of.  and  -nror;  and  do  not  scotT  at  its  simj)Iicity,  for  of 
a  verily,  strant^'or  things  have  happened  than  those 
wliieli  eanie  from  the  laying  of  Lolli  I'lashfa's  paftcriri. 

"The  Sleeping  Ilouse!  The  Sleeping  House!" 
Never  did  knight  of  old  keep  a  niollo  more  tenderly 
at  hear!  than  Cecil  did  the  gyi)sy  woman's  words, 
for  now  he  fell  that  he  h.id  a  clue  to  their  meaning; 
and  right  and  left  ho  looked  with  <-are,  hut  thus  far 
no  such  house  could  he  find  —  no  house,  indeed,  of 
any  sort. 

It  was  growing  late,  and  the  evening  light  was  turn- 
ing to  molten  ef)pper  —  as  beautiful  and  as  cruelly 
heated.  The  stillness  increased  until  it  became  al- 
most tangible,  and  th(>  invisible*  sun  s<'t  at  last,  leaving 
a  bloody  smudge  uj)Oii  the  thickening  bank  of  clouds, 
Tlie  wagon  made  ;ui  unearthly  clatter  amid  all  this 
quiet  fonboding  as  it  jounced  along  the  hard,  white 
road  with  a  thundering  which  seemed  like  the  noise 
in  a  dream.     (Veil,  as  well  as  the  beasts    he   drove, 
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M'tMiH-d  urgfil    Miiward  liy   >.)iiic  fiar.>uiii.-.  .  ..mpfllinj; 
forcf  uilli  v^l'i'l'  iIh-v  lilt  m  ...Muputliy  l.ul  <uuhl  imt 
iin.icT.^l.in.l.       I'll.'    u;iK«>ii    rocko.i    from    m-L'    I"    >i<i'-. 
iU,lriviTj;';i>l)inj^  tlu-  rt-in-  .iiul  hraUc.  lik.- mhik-  >l.>iiii 
,lri\cn    inaiiii.T.    aiul    yrt    II:.t.-    wa-    no    -tonn.   only 
,,ni,l.  (luict.  ami  the  ^rowiii;:,  fcvcrl-h  <larkiu-.v-.     'I  lit- 
UnvM->    plui.j^f.l    ai.ra.l    nvklr..ly,    .ucrvin^i    now    lliU 
vsa}    aii.l   now   that;  and  ('.-cil   held    them    grimly,   ll..- 
whilr  lit'  uvvvr  ccaM-d  lo  look  for  llu-  lions,-  that   ua> 
a,lc.'i..      At    thr   \salcriim    troii;^h    he    [jaiiM'd    that    thr 
Least-   iniuht    (|nrn.h   tli<-ir   thir-l,   Iml,   t'..r-vl  tin-    In- 
..wn.  sat  looking'  uith  narrowed  eyes  at  the  tlireateiiin;^ 
>ky.    uhere   fire-rininied    Maek    inas,e>   of   cloud    inar- 
dialled  force  aft.T  force.      11<-  tnrned  the  horses  awas, 
tlieir  soft,  t^'ray  nni/./livs  .lri|){)inK  from  the  sjjrin^',  ami 
re-umed    the   journey    to    where   a    new    range   of   hilU 
loom.-d  darkly.      Here  the  road  iirew  sU'e|)  and  narn.w. 
Il    wa>    the   mountain    (la--.      Soon    the     way    hecame 
inipeiietrahle    for    th<-    wairon,    and    the    darknes-    fell, 
MlilileratiuK'    llie    road     and     its     surroundings.      Cecil 
uisinouiited   and   endeavoure<l    to  l<-ad  th<-  horses  for- 
ward, hut   in   vain;  tlie  up|     r  iiortion  of  liie  load  iiad 
l.ecome    rntangle.l    in    tlu-    lower    hrant  li<-    of    >'»me 
iiivisihle    tree,  and,  try    as  he    might,  he  was    unable 
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to  stir  il.  Tlifii  III-  tried  li.icl-.iii;,'  it  (li)\ui  the 
iiicliiK'  uitli  ,1-  little  MU'Ci'ss.  Tlic  mail  ua^  Imi 
iiaiiiiw  ami  (iaii^,'«ruii-  Id  iicriiiit  of  lii>  liiriiitii',  ami 
even  a  first  ImimI  iiixcst ij,'ati(iii,  .-arrH'd  mi  at  peril 
iif  ])\-  neck,  iiiiiy  revealed  the  fai  I  that  lii-  idea  nf  an 
(•iiluii^'led  lirarii  h  wa>  ^oiiiid.  At  e\ery  iinixe  of  tin- 
vvaj^on  a  eraekliiiL'  took  phice  uhii'li  Imde  ill  tur  tlie 
sliiiiin^'  new  furniture  He  iirtzed  the  horses  to  a  linai 
ell'drt,  jeailin;,'  Iheni  I'urward  It.v  the  liridh"  -  and  then 
a  lilt  iif  alarniin-  liiiiiL;-'  ueiiirred  in  rapid  ~iieee--i(>n. 
A  >lai\ver  ct  ni'W  riiniilnre  eanie  aliniit  him  with  a 
(Tiish,  and.  \sh..(  \\a>  perhaps  wm-e.  the  hnr-e^  ^ol 
the  irreater  |)art  ol'  il.  -o  that,  .already  nei\(iii-<  .ind 
rxeited.  the  iiic\  il ,il ile  happened.  SnurtiiiL,'  ;ind 
kicking'  Miey  hroke  iua>-,  and  Ceeil  had  li.irely  time 
to  jump  a--ide  hel'ure  llie_\'  |)liinm'd  into  the  wtxid-, 
«h'r<'etly  across  iIk-  -|)(>t  where  an  in-tant  lielDre  he 
h.id  l)een  st.indin;:,  w  r(  ckini,'  lh<'  waunn  and  freeinix 
tlicnisch'es  from  it  a^  tlioimh  under  the  impres-ion 
that  it  was  ,i  i!em<.n  alu.at  to  -ei/e  tl.'in.  l'iir>iiit 
was  inipos>il)le,  and  he  could  only  pick  hini>elf  up 
and  thank  his  -lars  that  he  had  no!  <4oiie  over  into  the 
^ruiloy  wiiii  most  of  his  sinek  in  tr.ide.  As  he  arose 
from    tlie  l>aiik   to  which    lie    had    sprung    for   .safety 
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^..metlilii}^  sharp  slnick  ■A'^ah\>\   lii-  liainl.      11.-  -.•K'.r.i 
til,'  ..hjf<'t   an. I  ,lisr..vcr.',l  it   I.,  lu'  .mi.'  of  hi^  laiil<Mii.-, 
uliifli   lia.l   (MUK'lit    ■'"   •'   ''»'''•      ••'•'••'•"-   f'""   "lal.'hes, 
lie  «|i.s('ov.Tr.l    M.mc   ill   lii-  ••<>;i1    p'xkft    aiui   wa-.   su..ii 
Mirvi'viii-  til.-  ur.'.ka-.'.     'I"1h-  n.a.!   \sa^   ^tivwii   uitli 
>].liiil.>r.-,l  fiiriiiliirc.  ami  tlu'  wap.ii.  cai-cfMcl  u|)'iii  tli.- 
I,il!    side   .,f    tlu'    n.a.L    stuck    fast    tu-lw.-.'ii    two    lar-<- 
Ir.'o.      'I'lic    Idfmvs    wit.-    iiowlicr.'    U>    l>c    >f«-ii-     i""" 
,,,ul.l   tli.-y    l.c   h.-ani.     (.•(■''    swciv   a   sinHJ,.   „;itli   at 
tin-  ill-i'.)iiiiii.-  which  ha.l  .;c|iriv.-.l  him  ..f  hi.  means 
,:!'  trav<'l.   ami   Ih.'ii.   lant.Tii   in   hand,   -.•t    his  facr  to 
Mu-  north  a;,'aiii.  ih.'  way  .)f  Ih.-  patt<rhi. 

Swingin-   the  little  .lisk  of  li-ht    t..   ri^ht    an.l   l.'ft. 
h,.  ,.„ter.-.l   111.-   I)a-s.      IhT.'   Ih-  jKiUM-d   an.l   M-ar.-li.-.i 
Ih.-  .un.iiml  with  (-arc.      Il  wa>  the  hcginiiinj^  of  a  m-w 
roa.l  to  all   pra.-ti(-al  purpose,-.,  ami   the  .si<,'n   might  he 
lh:-re;   hut.    though    he   searched   carefully,   he   onld 
n..t   iin.l  it.     Then  he  veas.med  thai  as  {\xv  last   twig 
luul  i)oint.-.l  n.irth,  that  was  the  diroetiou  to  ho  main- 
taiiie.l   until  a  contradictory  one  was  found,  and  so 
de.i.led.   he  hegan   the   ascent    of   the   mounlaiu,   the 
lanl'-rn's    light    hohhiiif;    about    hiui    like    some    mi- 
chievous  will-o'-ihe-vNisp. 

For  several  hours,  he  l.)iled  through  the  sultry  dark- 
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ncss.  The  j,torm  still  held  off,  and  he  kept  on  steadily, 
tirelessly,  ever  vigilant  iu  his  watch  fur  the  Sleeping 
House.  The  words  rang  in  his  head  with  the  sound 
of  his  footstci)s.  Sleeping  House.'  'Sleeping  House! 
A'/;//./,  left!  liight,  left!  -till  at  last  the  mountain 
was  KTossed. 

Two  white  oI)jects  glimmered  hy  the  roadside, 
and  h<>  ])aiist>d  lo  examine  them.  (late  posts!  His 
hcirt  leaped.  A  house  at  last!  Perhaps  llic  house. 
On  the  almost  impossible  chance,  he  swept  the  ground 
lielween  the  soapstone  columns  with  his  light,  and 
I  here  before  his  uicredulous  eyes  it  lay  the  true 
Roni;n-y  message  once  again  —  the  silent  cry,  the 
sign  of  Iier  distress  —  the  maple  pattrriii  laid  triir 
and  straiglit  and  pointing  inward,  its  outline  like  some 
carrier-jjigeon  with  a  broken  wing.  She  was  here, 
lie  had  reached  his  goal!  He  extinguished  his  liglil 
and  croucli-'d  down  by  the  nearest  post.  What  next)' 
I'or  the  first  time  since  the  bej,inning  of  tlie  advent  iir<' 
<'<cil  realized  the  desirability  of  having  a  weapon, 
and  he  w  is  without  one, 

Ilf  crouched  silently  for  some  time,  alert  for  ilu- 
least  sound  from  the  direction  of  the  house,  whose 
outlines   he  could   barely   disliugui-^h.       The   building 
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u:is  dark  and  still  as  tlu"  ni^'lit  itself.  Who,  beside 
Lolli,  was  in  there?  How  many  were  guarding  her? 
Presently  he  began  to  ciawl  toward  the  house, 
keeping  in  tlie  long  grass  and  making  the  approach 
cireuitously.  Hvery  few  moments  he  i)aused  to  listen 
for  the  step  of  some  guard,  but  there  ai)i)<'ared  to  be 
none,  for  he  managed  to  reach  the  right  wing 
iindi.iturbed. 

A  moment's  Inspection  satisfied  him  that  this  portion 
c.f  I  lie  house,  at  any  rate,  did  not  contain  any  one. 
It  was  a  mere  shell,  only  the  outer  walls  remainmg 
and  the  i  f  having  fallen  in.  He  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  th.e  main  body  of  the  house. 

The  -ilence  and  th(>  lonelin(>ss  made  the  place  fairly 

uncaimy. 

,\fter  creeping  along  close  to  the  crumbling  wall 
for  about  twenty  feet,  he  came  upon  the  front  door. 
He  stood  erect  and  examined  it  as  best  he  could,  dis- 
covering by  means  of  a  few  moments'  fumbling  tliat 
it  was  com])letely  boarded  u{)  and  immovable.  To 
attempt  to  get  in  here  would  be  to  bring  the  entire 
liousehoh'  if,  indeed,  there  was  .such  —  upon  him 
itistantl:  There  must  be  a  second  entrance,  he 
reasoned,  and  .so  set  out    to  find  it.     Soon  he  came 
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ii|!:)ii  if,  and  in  ;i  ffw  riioiiK'iits  he  was  gently  tryinp 
the    latcli    i)f    what    mu>t    originally    Iiavo    been    Ihr 
kilclicn    'loop.      It.    too,    was    strongly    fastcruMi.    and 
lor  a  nioiufiil  \\v  pauscfj,  noiiphissed.     Not  a  gliiiiiniT 
of    !i;:ht    showed    anywhere.      So    deathlike    was    tie 
stillness  that   h<'  almost   donhted  that   any  one  could 
1»'   within,   and,   ])ntting   hi     ear   to   Ihe   door  panel>. 
he   tried  to  discover  some  sound  of  lite.      Hut   either 
there  was  none,  or  the  wood  was  loo  thiek  to  admit 
of  his  liearing  it,  and,  encouraged  hy  this,  he  moved 
to   an  .-idjoiuing  window,   one  of  the  few  not   barred 
with  heavy  shutters,  and  began  running  his  hands  over 
the   small,   scjiiare   panes  of  glass.     He   very   shortly 
discovered  one  which   wa.s  l)roken,  and,  sli])ping  hi> 
liand  through,  he  managed  to  (K.m    dg(>  tiie  stick  which 
h<'ld  it  shut.     With  a  clatter  which  echoed  loudly  in  his 
er.rs,  the  i)rop  fell  to  the  l)are  floor,  and  for  long  mo- 
ments Cecil  slooil  as  if  paralyzed,  every  nerve  strivitig 
Im  discover  if  anyone  witliin  had  heard  it;  but  only  the 
^anie  ghastly  stillness  reigned,  intensified  a  hundred- 
fold  by  the  prcM'cding  clamour.      Then  it  occurred  to 
him    that   perhajis  the   noise   had   not  b(>en  so  violent 
.■)>-    his    overslrung    nerves    had     led     him    to     fancy, 
.ind.  i)uttiiig    his    hand    in   again,    he    raised   the    sash 
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griilly.  put  <li)\vii    his  unli;,'hlL'(l  lantern   on  the  floor, 
aiitl  cnti-rcd. 

The  hiKinls  wen-  thick  with  the  dust  of  yeur>,  and 
it  swirled  >!u,L'i;islily  in  tlie  iieavy  air  a^  he  stepped  in. 
'I'he  room  wa^  l»:ire  of  furniture  as  far  a^  he  eould  reach 
.>]i   either   hand,  Imt   seemed  otherwisi-   intact.      \  cry 
car(>fully.  te^tin^'  each  hoard  with  his  foot  hefore  put- 
linj,'  his  wei^'iit  upon  it,  he  stole  alonj^  the  wall,  inch  l>y 
ineli,  until  a  door  was  reached.    This  stood  partly  v\)vn. 
lint  the  hlackness  beyond  revealed  nothing.     He  passed 
through,  and  was  ahout  to  relight  hi.s  little  lantern  to 
explore  the  hetter,  when  a  faint  sound  broke  upon  hi.s 
ear.     Instantly  he  became  rigid  with  attention.    Yes,  it 
was  .something  breathing  —  the  heavy,  regular  })reath- 
ing  of  deej)  sleep,    'i'hat  eerie  .sensation  which  reveals  a 
proence  besides  our  own  told  him  that  the  person,  or 
creature,  was  in  the  >an\c  room  with  him.    What  its 
nature  might  be,   mari   or  beast,  he  mu.st   di.scover  at 
uiice.      With   infinite  care  he    crept  toward  the  spot 
from  which  the  sonnd  seemed  to  come.     The  crcature'-s 
breathing     conliimed    deep     and     undisturbed,    and 
gradually  lie  lessen<>d  the  distance  between  them. 

Suddenly  he  touched  a  great,  yielding  bulk,  and  as 
suddenly  he  drew  back  and  waited  anxiously.     It  wa.s 
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.1  iiKiii  who  lay  ])r()iie  upon  the  Hour.  Although  Cecil's 
touch  luul  iiol  hoiii  a  i^t'iitle  uric,  the  man  did  not 
uuaken,  and  after  a  nioment  the  intruder  struck  a 
match  and  saw  the  face.  It  was  a  brutish  one,  and 
the  cause  of  his  oblivion  was  plain  at  once.  The  youiifj 
IVllow  lay  in  a  drunken  >tupour. 

The  Hare  of  the  wax  tajjcr  luul  revealed  tlie  cir- 
cumstance that  the  room  was  otherwise  vacant,  and 
a  numljer  of  eni])ty  bottles  b(>sid(>  the  sleepiuj.;  ^\psy 
lold  the  story  plainly.  It  also  sent  a  throb  of  sicken- 
ing fear  through  ('eeil's  he;. it.  What  drunken  de- 
bauch had  been  held  here  during  the  preceding  hours? 
.Vnd  Lolli!  (iood  Clod  I  he  dare  not  think.  Turning 
from  the  icvolting  sleeper,  he  stepped  out  into  the 
hall,  recklessly  courageous  in  the  face  of  the  terril)le 
thoughts  racing  through  his  mind. 

The  halls  were  as  bare  as  the  portions  of  the  house 
through  which  he  had  already  passed,  and  as  silent. 
Ah!  but  was  it?  From  across  the  yawning  blackness 
lie  could  distinguish  a  .sound  of  sobbing,  which  seemed 
to  come  fn^ni  somewhere  licyond.  Then  he  saw  a 
faint  streak  of  light  close  to  the  floor  in  the  sam',* 
vlircciion.  In  two  strides  he  had  crossed  to  it  and 
was  beating  ujion  a  locked  door. 
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'Open,  open 


!"  he  coininanded,  but  only  the  sounfl 


,,f  his  own  voice  eclioed  buck  through  tlie  corridor 
ill  reply.     The  sobbing  h:ui  ceased. 

Cecil  was  a  strong  man  and  the  door  was  an  old 
d  hardly  had  he  put  his  shoulder  to  it,  knotting 
■les  into  great  bunclic'.,   than  the  door  gavt; 


one,  an( 


Ills   inus( 


:i  \v 


to  fi 


ice 


ay  with  a  crash,  and  he  found  hiniselt  taei 
with  Lolli,  who  had  arisen  from  her  corner  at  the  sound 
of  his  voice.  In  another  instant  she  was  in  his  arms, 
;uid  he  was  pressing  her  cU)se.  close,  iiuinmiring  inco- 
herentlv.  in  a  broken  voice,  as  he  kissed  her  repeatedly. 


md  irreat  tears  o 


f  relief  streamed  down  his  face 


"Oh.  Cecil. "she  crieil.  clinging  to  him,  "I  thought 
von   would   never  come  ' 

"  And  are  von  safe,  dear  —  are  you  safe?"  he  pleaded 


agaui. 


'^he 


'I  am  not  hurt,  but,  oh,  so  terril)ly  frightened'" 

l;i\    and  two  nights    ~  •^ueh 


s;ii(l 


It 


has  heen  a  ( 


horrible  nights,  and  I  have  not  dared  to  sh-ep. 


S 


^w    clasoed    IxT    hands    behind    his    hcid,    crying 


weaklv  and  calling  him  fond  nan 


K'S. 


oni 


'Where  are  they?"   he   asked   gently.     "There   is 
V  one  outside,  that    I  can   see.   and   he  is  drunk. 


.Surely  there  are  otliei 


W.U 
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"I  lliiiik  llicy  went  out  —  prohuhly  for  more 
whiskey.  "  >1k,'  \vhi.si)ero(l,  '"or  perhaps  lor  I'uod.  Hut 
they  have  been  ^(tiie  a  long  tune  and  may  return  at 
any  moment.  I-et  u>  go  ({uiekly  l)et'orc  they  eonie 
haek!" 

" .\rv  there  any  horses,  do  yon  think?"  he  asked. 
■'We  .>,ludl  need  them." 

■■  i  lieani  tlie  two  othiTs  ride  away  on  theirs  —  hut 
there  may  lie  I'e<h'o's,"  she  n>ph(>d. 

■'Come,  I  lien,  dearest  l()\c;  lake  your  eU)ak,  and  we 
will  go  and  find  it.      We  had  hest  he  moving  at  once." 

lie  put  the  h>ng  reel  garment  about  her,  folding  her 
to  him  again  for  a  moment.  Then,  one  arm  about 
her,  he  caos.-ied  the  room  toward  the  lantern,  which 
gave  a  faint  light,  standing  upon  the  wide,  low  mantel- 
shelf. He  had  no  sooner  grasped  tiie  loop  of  iron  which 
formed  its  swinging  liandle.  than  there  was  a  glare  of 
lightning  and  the  U)ng  delayed  storm  broke  with  a 
ijeafening  crash  which  shook  the  old  house  to  its  very 
foundation.  Then  Lolli  gave  a  terrified  scream,  and, 
turning,  he  beheld  the  <  vil  face  of  Lasho  Balormengro 
grinning  at   them  from  the  doorway. 
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XX 


TELLS  HOW  TllL  SLEEPING  IIOISE  AWAKES 

THE    first    words    whicli    U\>ho   Balornu-ngni 
uUeied    at    sight    of    Cecil    in     tin-     h.-art 
of    his     stronghold     were    essentially    char- 
acteristic of  him. 

•••Tis  welh  O  Sacki,"  said  the  gyspy  king  to  sonic 
„nc  belli..  1  him.  without,  howev.-r,  turning  his  liend. 
"•Tis  well,  I  arrived  to-night.  A  pretty  set  of  guar- 
dians yer  makes  for  my  birdling!  I  sees  you  even 
lets   her   lover   visit  her.     Doubtless   tl -y   has   b. n. 

well  iimused!" 

He  drew  back  his  lips  in  a  meaning  sneer,  and  in 
another  breath  Cecil  had  struck  him  full  in  the  face 
with  the  lighted  lantern,  which  was  extinguished  l)y 
the  force  of  the  blow. 

Again  the  lightning  flashed,  revealing  for  an  instant 
(he  room  tilled,  as  it  seemed,  with  struggling  shape.. 
Then  came  the  thunder,  fierce  and  sharp.     A  tree  in 
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tli.-yanllia.ll,,-,.,!  -I'all.T.-d  ami  ll„.  .luu.ls  ,••,,  lam).-,l 
..v<T  (Ik-  vi,.t,>ry.  Tl,<-  ^^vp>i,-s  .|,„„t,..|  an.l  M^orr, 
.striking  cadi  other  Uy  uiistuke  in  tlic-  dnrkuv.s  a.ul 
n.nfusion.  The  wind  outsi.lr  |,.ul  v\^ru  to  ll,r  l',,n.. 
nf  a  -ale.  sinpn-  thn.n.ul.  il,,.  I„.,„lin.-  Ir.-c.  an.l 
l)anging  s„nu-  .li>taul,  Io..se  shutter  nr  .1...  a-airi.t 
its  jarrin-  rasing.  I.asho  shouted  and  swore  in 
Romany,  hitting  out  l.hndly.  Then  a  tln'rd  Hash 
reveale.j  ih(>  position  of  his  enemy. 

CVeil  ha.i  taken  up  his  stand  with  his  haek  to  the 
ehinuiey-pieee,  and  l.eneath  it  crouehed  LoMi.  He 
slill  earrie.i  the  n-n.ains  of  the  broken  h.ntern,  its  iron 
frame-  proving  a  r.i  her  efiFecfive  weapon.  His  faee 
was  white  and  bleeding,  and  his  coat  had  been  torn 
badly  upon  the  shoulder. 

"Conie  on,  you  swine!"  he  cried,  with  a  string  of 
hearty   Knglish  oaths. 

And  Lasho  sprang  at  him  with  a  wo  fish  snarl, 
only  io  b,.  d  ivcn  back  by  a  smashing  blow  from  th. 
'■■intern.  Then  t  was  dark  again,  f.ut  the  men  had 
M-en  him  and  rushed  to  the  attack. 

Desperately  he  staved  them  off  -  there  were  two 
besides  Lasho.  as  the  lightning  had  shown  him-  a.ui 
'•>"•  of  these  he  sent   tun>l,ling  Into   uneonscio.isuess 
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iiii:    si,i;i;i'i\(.    iioi  si;    awakes 


o{ 


,itli  ;i  vliaiicc  blow  i,i)i)ii  the  liouil.      For  llic  iiioiiK-iit 


llic    1. 


iiitcin^   widf   .iui.'i'|)    ua 


s   siiviiiLr 


th 


cm, 


bul 


lid   in)t    k( 


ciiiua  in)I  Kc('ii  lip  it^  ^Iciidy  swiii;,'  iiidciinitoly;  m 
aiiollicr  iiKiiiii'nl  or  two  \\n-  fiiciiiy  would  clox-  in 
iijioti  lliciii,  and  llu'ti?  He  dared  no!  move  for  fear 
ot'  ("xposiiig  LoUi.  yet  move  tiny  mii^l.  and  in  some 
way  ^'ain  the  door.  It  was  llieir  only  chance,  ^'et 
!iow  to  do  so?  Lasho  made  a  secinid  attempt  to  clo-e, 
dro])ping  upon  his  hands  and  knees  and  irawliii;,',  under 
cover  of  the  darknc  s.s  toward  Cecil's  feet,  thinkiiif,' 
to  overturn  him  unawares.  He  was  within  two  inches 
of  accomplishing  his  purpose  when  there  came  a 
timely  flash  of  lightning.  Crash!  Down  came  the 
heavy  lantern  ujion  the  gypsy'.-,  neck.  The  i»low  v.  a> 
swift  as  the  light  itself.  Then  the  thick  darkiie.ss 
and  u  heavy  f;dl  and  a  scramble  as  Lasho  withdrew 
hin:self  from  range.  On  tiie  retnrri  swing  the  lantern 
had  caught  the  other  active  assailant  imder  the  jaw, 
and  sent  him  reeling  back  upon  tlu>  edge  of  the  broken 
door,  against   whii'h  he  struck  and  fell  unconscious. 

'I'hen-  now  rem.iined  only  Lasho,  who  seemed  invnl- 
iHTable.  Cecil  felt  that  his  own  strength  was  failing 
him.  'I'hank  Ileaxcn,  the  drunken  Pedro  scemecl 
still  uueunseious,  but  even  now  it  was  loo  unequal  u 
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comi.al  tM  hi.t  ion^r.  Thr  thought  of  hi.  h.'lplcvs 
lit  t  Ir  love  crouching  there  hehind  him  lent  him  si rcn;;t  h. 
Ill  s|.itc  of  ull  the  Ircmemiuus  o.id.  h.«  h.i.l  to  win, 
!<•   win        <lc;ir  (;.„i!      ||,.   ,,,,1.1    uiii   s..„i.-hn\v: 

'I'Ik-  l^ist  tja.h  of  lighfniri-  h,,.|  ,|,oum  .in,  th.tl  he 
was  .icaling  uitii  only  ,,1,,.  oppoMrnt.  ari.j  l.y  his 
quietncs.  h.>  Li.ru  thai  th.^  ^yp.y  kin-  was  at  s.une 
sfnile,-ic  movcm.'iit;  aii.l  >,,  it  pn.w.l.  Wl:  1,  the 
lightniii-  flash.-.!  again.  Lasho  uas  un.l.r  his  arm.  and 
in  aiiolhcr  moment  tlicy  had  grapidcd. 

Lolli  shrieked,  an.l  clutched  a!  Cecil's  >1,  .ulder  us 
he  swayed  in  the  giant's  grasp.  l,ut  as  Irt  hreath 
brushed  his  cheek  for  an  instant  he  managed  to 
whis{)er  fiercely,  "the  window!"  and  to  move  iree 
of  her. 

The  storm  howled  .md  nmaned  around  the  house, 
but  the  r.iom  which  lia.l  been  resounding  with  cries 
and  oaths  suddenly  became  very  (luiet  save  for  the 
shuffling  sound  of  tlu-  men's  feet  upon  th.-  board.-d 
floor  as  they  swayed  up  and  down  if.  Xow  and  then 
some  one  gasped  a  bit,  but  that  was  all.  I..)lli. 
obedient  to  Cecil's  word,  h.id  stolen  to  the  long  window 
and  was  busy  with  the  fastenings  which  she  ha.l  -.ndone 
a  hundred  times  before  in  the  hope  of  esc;,  ,c.  only 
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tn  I,,.  h;i(Il,..l  l.v  tlic  ^tiinly  uut^i.^    slniilcr,  nachiii^' 
lu   the   grouinl,    wliicli    i,-,islr,]    h.-r     .tiiio  t    >trc!ij.Mli 
Slie    dv<'<\r<l    ;il    Ia,t,    ,.,.,1    Iranr,!    fearfully    imain.st 
tli<-tii.li,|,-niti^'  to  llic  niiilllcl  sn,m,l,,,f  |1„.  ^t^u<^J,'lo. 

Lus\u>  had  fas'ciM-,1  t.,  (>,i|.  |,„(  I  h<' lall.r's  siipoHor 
skill    was    <,ii<c    1,1, ,r,-    standiiu-    lijni    in    ^,,,,(1    stead. 
f-a>ho's   holds   were   strong,    if   not   clover,    and   Cecd 
did    not    \va  ,t.'   r.uich   strTigth    iif.on    him,   cotilent    f.» 
defend  himself,  and  wait  for  a  fii   d  oj)i)()rtuuity,  which 
it  l)egan  to  .^eelIl  to  him  .vould  never  eonie.      In  a  last 
desperate  .v'rn^'trle  h-  would  muster  all  his  stren-lh, 
l.ut  at  present  I  Lasho.  also,  thinking  if  oidy  a  cpies- 
tion    of    minutes    '.efore    Cecil    would    he    cor:ip|,teIv 
overcome^    he   was  content    t  ,  hid,,   his   (i,no.       With 
ennsummate   Heverness,    the    Sco>, hman    let    liimsclf 
he  horne   hack,  ard   a>  though  he  were  losing  ground, 
and    then,    with    a    skilful    fall,  suri)ri.sed    the    gyjy.sy 
and  forced  all  his  intention  ui)on  holdinj  him,  while 
feci!  was  edging  inch  hy  inch  n.  irer  to  the  open  door. 
Then  the  chance  arrived. 

The  rain  Iiad  pounHJ  down  in  torrents  and  the 
umd  had  shrieked  a-  loudly  as  ever,  hut  for  ome  little 
lime  then  ha(i  h.  en  no  lightning,  and  it  was  this  pau.se 
in   the   storn     which   had   delayed   Cecil's   plan.      The 

[337] 


IN    si;ai{(  II    OK    .\|{(^\l)^ 

tliniHJ.T  \u-<^:i,i  ;iiM.\v.  and.  after  thr  tip.t  crasli.  h,. 
UmpUi  ill  s,„l,  a  uay  as  lo  -l.-c-ivr  |,i.  up,„„„.„t  i„|,. 
loosmiri-  his  Ik.I.J  up,,,,  |,i,,,  M)i,i,.wlial.  ('..■ij  uail  'd 
tlms  a  hair's  lirca.itl,  .pac-  ..f  tiiii,-.  Tli,.,,  .m  ,„.  th.' 
li;;litiiin^'.  and  si,„,,Iia,„.,,,|sly  hr  prvssrd  uilh  all  Iii. 
'"'Kl'f  np..i,  his  .■iicniy,  and.  .-jrarinu  him.  „iad.- 
a  sprinLT  for  lu-  du..r.  vanishing,'  i,,!..  tlic  .larkn.-ss  al 
the  saiiic  lime  lliat  th.-  lirhlniii;;  fad<(l.  Thr  as- 
tonished man  picked  himself  up  as  rpiickiy  ;,s  h,. 
<-<)nld.  and  thundend  ..iit  into  (he  h  diu.iv  in 
imrsiiit. 

I5'it  Ceeil  had  nol  p.ne  thron-h  Mie  .|<.or.  He  ha.| 
p"i<-  pas!  if.  and  l..-f(..e  (he  p„rs„i(  had  reaehe.l  »!„: 
'I"«.r  sill  h."  was  at  [,,.|Ii\  side  l.y  the  window.  IVk- 
iiiK  the  prl  up  in  his  arms  he  i)Mt  his  shonlder  U,  the 
iMrred  shutter,  and  in  .mother  moment  they  crashed 
out    into   the   raping  storm. 

The  .storm  was  at  its  hei-ht.  and  the  rain  whippe<l 
••'••out  th<-  pair  in  s,.|i,|  .heets  of  water,  instantly 
drenehin-  thorn  Lot  h  to  tlu-  skin.  ( "eeil.  one  arm  ronnd 
Lolli's  .shoul.lers,  h.df  liftin-  h.r.  advanced  slowly, 
p.vring  about  to  iTjiu^e  hi>  direction,  hi-  feet  sinking 
«l«'op  into  the  mud  at  ew  ry  step,  ft  was  imp'Tative 
tlial  they  should  reach  the  road  at  once.  and.  if  {m-ssi- 
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l>lc,  socurc  at  least  one  of  tlio  Morses  hifore  lliey  yot 
awiiy.     Ill  uliicli  of  I  lie  various  outhuildiiigs  liad  the 
^'vpsios  sLahlcd  tliein:''     He  advanced  a  little  farther 
Into    llie   yard.      Here    liiey   .^tunihh'd    upon    a    thick 
'Iimip   of   ^hriilis.    tall    and   stra .ri,'liti^',    Iwit    .illording 
no  shelter.     '|'ln>   well   uliicli   had   Mipplied   thr   house 
stood   hi   their   iiiicNl,   and   o\t  ,-   it    was  a   era/y   roof, 
more   d:iii,^eroMs    than    ellicient    as   a    protection;    liiit 
undri   it   tlicy  i)aiiscd.  and,  facing'  the  ^lal)Ie.s.  awaited 
the   iu>\f    fla>h   of   Iit;hf ninj,'.     From   tlie  hcjiiso   came 
innined    dies     »ai;iiely    home    upon    the    j,'ale.      The 
ruse    had    evidently    heen    discovered,    the    drunken 
Pedro  aron^ed,  and  a  search  instigated.      FJut  how  to 
reacli    th<>    staMe^?     To    leave    I.olli    alone    while    he 
attenii)led  to  >eenrc  a  mount  was  out  of  the  (piestion, 
for  she  niiuht  he  recaptured  at    anv  monjent    duriu" 
his  aI)-,eiKt'.     !!(>   would   very   likely   have  to  search 
all  the  shed^  hei'ore  finding  the  horses.      No,  that  wa.s 
not   to  !)(>  thought   of.     Then  in  a  momentary  glare 
from  the  angry  heavens  he  saw  Lasho  standing  in  the 
door  of  the  main  stahle,  a  shining  ohject,  evidently 
a  knife,  clutched  in  his  hand.     The  man's  first  thought, 
on  finding  his  prisoner  gone,  had  heen  for  the  horses. 
That  way,  then,  was  closed;  the  thing  must  he  uiau- 
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iv^i-d  on  foot.  \  Iio  .swil't  light  liud  sliown  him  where 
the  gate  to  tlic  roiid  l;iy.  ;iiul  in  that  direction  he  nuidf 
off,  still  supporting  Lolli.  who  was  li;iif  fainting. 
'I'lien  l>egan  a  nightmare,  journey. 

'J'he  dust  vhich  had  lain  so  thickly  upon  the  roads 
was  now  churned  to  nituidy  streams  which  washed 
over  Ii(!unds  here  and  there,  ot)Iit crating  the  way. 
'IMie  darkne>s  was  terrihle,  and  all  nature  hcnt  moan- 
ing before  the  wind.  Like  a  blind  man,  ( 'ceil  struggled 
on  until  he  judged  that  half  a  mile,  ;it  least,  lay  be- 
tween   him    an('    the    Sleepin^j    House ihe    house 

which  had  just  witnessed  so  strange  a  dream.  A 
mighty  elm  tree  grew  close  to  the  road,  and  in  the 
lea  of  its  wide  column  he  made  Lolli  rest,  and.  scurce 
conscious  of  the  ache  in  his  shoulders,  knelt  Ixside 
iier  so  as  to  shield  her  as  mu'-l:  as  possib'e,  chaiing 
her  cold  hands,  and  calling  her  name  in  agonized  tours, 
trying  to  arou  e  her.  Would  she  never  stir?  It  soemeil 
an  age  before  she  recovered  from  the  hmg  semi-faint. 
He  slipped  an  arm  beneath  her  head  and  wip(>d  the 
rain  from  her  face  as  best  he  could.  Still  she  lay 
passi\-e.  With  a  groan  he  \\{[cd  her  into  his  weary 
arms  and  jjrayed  for  dayligin.  There  w;is  a  warm 
stream  trickling  from  her  hair    -blood!     Then  it  was 
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more  tliun  an  ordiuury  faint.     Pitiful  Heaven,   liow 
much  was  she  hurt! 

As  lhou;^h  in  answer  to  his  cry,  she  revived  and  with 
a  feel/Ie,  inarticulate  sound,  put  both  her  arms  about 
iiis  neck.  His  heart  gave  a  great  bound  of  relief,  and 
I'ur  several  moments  he  held  her  fast,  new  life  enter- 
ing into  him  at  her  touch.  So  long  as  she  lived,  he 
could  keep  hojje  that  they  would  win  out.  The 
darkness,  the  storm,  .he  strangeness  of  their  situation, 
the  suddenness  of  their  new  relationship,  all  had 
combined  to  e.\a^'gerate  the  adventure  to  gigantic 
emotional  proportions.  He  felt,  as  he  held  her  thus, 
as  though  he  stood  alone  against  the  world.  Her 
voice  recalled  him  to  action. 

"If  you  have  a  iinndkerchief,  1  'vill  tie  up  my  head; 
it  aches  rather,  and  I     hink  it's  bleeding  a  little." 

It  was  .so  like  her  old,  practical  sell  that  he  could 
lia\e  shouted  lor  joy.  In  a  very  short  space  of  time 
the  bandiige  was  adjusted,  her  skilful  fingers  guiding 
his  clumsy  ones  at  the  task.  Then  .she  struggled  to 
a  sitting  po.sture. 

"Can  you  walk  a  bit  now.  my  darling?"  he  asked 
anxiously.  "We  ought  to  try  to  find  some  shelter. 
I  can  cvirry  you  most  of  the  \\ay." 
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She  let  hlni  liclp  hrr  io  her  feel  and  stood  dinsiug 
lo  his  uf/ii.  bwayiag  u  liltle  ua  she  spoke,  her  voice 
riiijiuig    l)ra\ely. 

•'There  is  not  a  hoine  or  harn  within  four  miles. 
e.\eej)t  t!ie  one  we  have  ju..l  left,''  she  said  with  a 
Htlh'  !au-h.  Then.  "Are  they  all  dead?"  slie 
whispered. 

For  a  moment  he  thought  her  mind  must  he  wander- 
in/:,  and  then  he  urulerstood,  and  in  his  haste  to  relieve 
Ii.-r  mind  furgot  U,  smile  at  her  generous  estimate 
«if  liis  prowess. 

"None  are  killed,  I  hope,"  he  said.  "I  knocked 
cut  two,  th(;ugh.  I  think,  hut  that  devil  Balormeiign, 
iiiay  eonic  after  us  —  he  is  not  easily  d.nmled.  We 
cannot  slay  here,  tlial  is  plain  for  more  than  inw  rea-ou. 
Do  you  know  the  roads.'" 

""\es,"  she  a.-:sured  him,  "and  I  am  f)retty  sure 
al)out  there  Ijeing  no  housv  .  If  v.e  cir.ild  find  the 
way  across  the  fields,  though,  there  is  a  farm  no,'  more 
'han  two  miles  (;tl'." 

"i)o  you  feel  ahle  to  make  it?"  he  asked.  .Vnd 
when  she  assented  bravely,  he  passed  an  arm  aljout 
.'ler  again,  and  slowly  they  ploughed  on  against 
i\>^  wind. 
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'I  hat  they  should  lose  th'-  way  \v:i.s  a  fureguiu-  rim- 
I  lusion.  Tliey  made  no  att(Mn|)t  to  (ind  the  sliorl  cut, 
l>iit  l)cfo:r  tliey  liad  travcHc.l  far  tli.-  road  Ix-carne 
oMiteraUvl  and  they  f.iuiid  tiieiiiselves  straj^^dinj,' 
i  hrough  a  l)roken  field.  Even  L(  Hi's  sense  of  direction 
■  iiid  niysterious  knowlcd^'e  of  -rrowin;,'  things  failed 
them,  the  confusion  of  forces  that  was  abroad  seeming 
to  paralyze  her  j)ower.  and  soon  they  were  hopelessly 
astray.  The  night  .seemed  ,i  thousand  hours  long,  and 
the  girl  weakened  at  every  step.  The  road  must  have 
vuni>lied.  for  find  it  again  they  could  not.  At  last 
(  ceil  clung  to  the  one  fi.ved  idea:  to  keep  moving  away 
from  the  Sleeping  Hou.se. 

"I  think,"  he  remarked,  a.s  he  picked  Lolli  up  from 
her  fifth  stumhle,  "that  some  things  get  piisi  tragedy: 
I'm  really  awfully  sorry  you  fell,  dearest,  hut  I  want 
luosl  dreadfully   to  laugh." 

"It's  the  nervous  strain,"  .said  .she  practically,  and 
promjjtly   fainted   again. 

A  seenu'ngly  endless  grove  of  young  beeches  grew 
•  >''side  a  brook,  their  slender  trunks  bending  like  rushes 
In-fore  the  wind,  and  their  nmrmurings  raised  to  a  wild 
nuiter  of  protest.  A  .-.ort  of  path  wound  through  it, 
.'long   which    he    carried    her,    now    walking  steadily 
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(MK.ii^^Ii.  now  crasaag  iniothc  liltl.-  trros  and  almost 
l..siii-  his  footing.  The  I.rook  hoi.l,-  liini  roared  and 
tunihlnl  furiously  over  its  rocky  i)cd,  s\v.)!'  n  to  twice 
its  normal  flood,  'i'l,,-  fla>h.-s  .,t  HkIiI  ^vr^v  los  lrc.,ucnt 
and  th."  Ilnin<lrrwas  pas^in-  hcyond  the  Iiills,  only 
rumhlino;  distantly,  hut   the  rain  d-l  ii,,t  I.  i  up.     The 

al.senceofli<rhtninpmadei)roirr,..sincrea.iTi<T!  difli(  nil. 
and  LoIIi's  wcif^dit  heeam.'  intolerahl.-  Hut  he  must 
reach  sh(>lter;  il  w.is  im[)ossil)l(.  to  pa  ewhen  i  hey 
were:  it  seemed  inerclil,],.  that  none  .should  t  he  at 
hand,  for  the  valleys  as  a  rule  had  farms  s,,,ttered 
through  them,  though  sp,,,  ^ly,  and  he  'lad  puri)o>ely 
iivoidcd  the  hills  with  their  Ireacherous  woodlands  and 
utH'xpected  chasms.  Ii:  all  prohahility  thi.  very  valley 
in  which  they  were  was  not  more  tiian  h,df  a  mile 
in  width,  and  he  had  travelled  far.  Surely  they  must 
hi-  getting  somewhen>! 

Lolli  recovere.l  again  aft.-r  a  while,  hut  was  unahle 
to  walk  alone.  They  neither  of  them  spoke  except 
in  monosyllahhvs,  but  slu-  made  him  put  her  down, 
and.  with  the  supjwrt  of  his  .arm  al.out  her  waist. 
they  continued  the  search  l^.r  the  road.  .\t  last  tlu^v 
came  upon  it,  and  with  it  partial  sjieltcr  at  least, 
for  a  thick  pine  grove  of  ancient  trees  with  interwoven 
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l>rancli.->,  >l;irt(>..  it  at  one  side.  The  frai;ruiuv  of 
its  aliiu)sj)liere  stung  their  senses  very  i)Ieasantly. 
and  entering  a  little  way  —  hnl  not  too  far  from  tlu' 
<learly  found  road  —  they  >ettlcd  theni-^elves  uJuTe 
(111-  houghs  were  thickest,  and  in  ( nnii)arative  shelter 
;nvaited  the  day.  Lolli  laid  her  tired  little  head  ujx)!! 
Cecil's  shoulder,  and.  worn  (  it  hy  her  long  vigil,  f,H 
asleep;  and  he,  waking  yet  dreaming,  watchcil  until 
the  rain  ceased  and  the  vault  ahove  ll.cm  fnriicd  t.. 
;;ra^>,  and  saw  the  dawn  Hinging  the  branches  of  l!;,- 
f)ines  into  bold  relief  a-aiiist  the  sky  and  tintijig  theni 
rtith  crimson  on  the  eastern  side.  I.olli  stirred  slighHv 
.11(1  from  the  folds  of  her  cloak  droi){)e(l  a  paper,  hidden 
th(  -e  on  the  day  she  found  li(>rself  prisoner  in  the  gyjxsv 
camp.  As  it  fell  open  before  him,  Cecil's  astonish.'d 
eyes  saw  the  portrait  and  read  the  legend: 

MISS  BARBARA  CIIK  HESTER 

The   Popular  I)e})Utante 

Whose    My>terioii-    Di.vippearuice     Is    Causing    Her 

Fanu'ly   Much  Alarm 

He  look.  at  the  picture  earnestly,  ineredulouNly, 
for  a  moment  and  then  at  the  sleeping  Lolli,  then  at 
the  j)icture  again,  (/viously  they  were  one  and  the 
sinie  person!     Yet  how  strange'      He  read  the  account 
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«)i  (lie  li.'irc>s\  (Iivii)jXMr;uifc  with  carr.  ami,  at  each 
period  (,f  the  jdiinialist'-,  lurid  slory,  tunnvl  I'.  !(.ok 
upon  Liu;  -iri  lu-vidc  liiiii  in  increased  wonder.  And 
Ukmi  he  iaiiulicd  ^:ently,  that  he  ini-!it  not  wakr  !,>  r. 
So  il  ua>  |{arl)ara  ( 'liiclK-.t*'!-  v,  li..in  lir  liad  fallen  in 
love  uilli  I 

|{ii[   M. mellow   he  felt   no  opeat  siirj)rise,  nor  indeed 
any    <Miiolion    liryond    a    certain    mild    aiMU>em<Mif     - 
the  >itu:itioM   w.i-,  l.t-yond   word-,  after  all.      Oidv  'aie 
defliute  thon-lit  e.inie  to  hii-i  in  this  new  conneetioii. 
which  was  that  l/.!Ii  s  -    no,  Uarhara's  -  parents  n)ust 
Ix'  wired  to  .it  fir-t  oi.portiinily ;  that  is.  he  would  wire 
Toots  and  she  would  int'orm  them    ,iiid  she  woidd  say 
th.if    he    had    l)iiilde(l    better    than    lie    knew. 
What  a  funny  world  it  was!      He  smiled  a  litile,  and 
niurmureil  an  "oh,  dc;ir  nie,""  his  (  ustoniary  exclama- 
tion  imdcr  i-cail;.    -real   pressure  ..f  any  kind.      What 
a  funn\  world! 

Ihe  niornim.'  air  was  stronj:  an.l  sweel, 
:ind  the  li-ht  filtc-red  coolly  lluon-h  the  ,|,irk  green 
of  the  i,iiies.  The  l.,rds  that  had  keen  whisj)erli;^' 
for  an  hour  f)ast  l.roke  into  song,  and  at  the  I.irlli  of 
the  glorious  young  day  la-  looked  upon  his  little 
lady  s    uan    face    a>    >lie    lay    upon    his    shoulder,   and 
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hi>    Iicail    \va>   filU'd    with    (liaiikl'iiliicss.      Very   ^'ciitly 
lie  gatlitrcd  licr  into  liis  anus  without  a\vakciiiii<,r  hrr, 
aihi  >l<|ipc(|  out   into  the  clcan-sufj)!    roan.     Snioolli 
a>  an  untrodden  hracli  it  ran  hcforc  liiiir,  dii)i)in;_'  ;.'('ntly 
into   the  diMautr   from   tlu'  little  etnineiiee  on   uliieli 
lie  stood,       A  thousand  [Kittirins  of  all  deuoiniiuitious 
lay  ui)nn  ii,  >j)read  ii    the  trail  of  tlie  wild  ^^\  p^y  nif,dU 
that   I'.ad  i)a>sed  that  way,  and  tnrued  to  all  ((uarters 
of  the  <•oul|)as^.      '!'he  [)ale  MuiIiKlit   fell   upon   howcvl 
flowers   and    hushes   and    'he   spriuj,;  j-'ra-^s   lay   [)roiie. 
The  trees  seemed  dressed  in  new  ■ireeii,  and  overhead 
the  sky  was  a  vault  of  innocent,  .-loudh^ss  l.hie.     A! 
ready    the    earth    was    sending    iif)    a    warm,    ■rratrful 
perfume,  and   the  valley   nu>t^   had   vanished.      And, 
oh,  most  gracious  si^lit   of  all!     Down   the  road,  not 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  away,  arose  a   thin  spiral  of  ^ray 
smoke,   motionless    in    the    elear    atmosphere,   whore 
the   hroad    bend   of   a   lio>pitahle   roof   showed    ahove 
the   trees!     With  a  thaid  fill   heart    he  siarted   for  it 
at  one,  still  without  awakening  Lolli,  who  lay  in  the 
deep  stupor  vl  utter  exhaustion. 
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I.N  I.A1)^■  nVLLlA]{\S  sittiiii,'  n.oiii  a  curious 
(iiulo^ucwaslKMn^spokcu,  tor  tlic  Auj,'lo-AnuT- 
icau  was  lioaring  tlic  coiif(-.>ion  of  her  sister. 
or.  to  1)0  correct,  was  extrac  ing  it  from  her.  Janet's 
sharp,  (juick  (lueslions  were  thrown  at  Adele  witli 
a  force  which  elicited  a  hreathless  answer  to  each 
one. 

"So  Jack  left  under  the  i.wpressiuu  that  you  had 
l)een  unti       to  him?" 

"Yes,"  said  Adcle;  "I  hcf^'au  at  the  wrong  end  of 
the  story.  I  told  him  that  Barbara  was  Lashos 
d/iughter,  but  I  did  not  tell  him  who  her  mother 
uas." 

"I  see,"  said  Lady  Ilylliary.  "  lud  who.  in  hea»en",s 
name,  was  her  mother,  if  you  are  not?" 
"Our  sister  Barl)ara,"  si'.id  Adele. 
There  nas  an  instant  of  strained  s.lence.     From  the 
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I  supposf  it  will  surprise  ydii."  adih'd  Mrs.  ( 


iii- 
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iind,  as  for  Jack,  h"  d 


ocsn'l  fvcii  know    I 


ever  Iiad  any  sister  f)ut  you." 

"Do you  mean  to  toll  ine.AdcIc,'  said  Ladyilylliary, 
"that  Jack  has  never  known  about  poor  Uarliara?" 

"Never."  affirnicd  .Vdele  pa^sioimtcly  '"I  hdieved 
he  v/ouhi  consider  her  a  disgrace  to  us,  and  I  have 
paid  her  villain  o.  a  husband,  Lasho  Halornieiigro, 
thousands  of  dollars  to  keej)  silence  about  her,  and  his 
connection  v.ith  u-."" 

"And  so  Barbara  is  their  child!  That  explains  many 
things.  But  you  ha  v.-  kej)!  the  secret  well.  p:ven 
I  have  never  susijccted  that  she  was  not  your  own. 
Why  did  you  do  this  thing? 

"I  found  I  could  never  have  a  child,  and  Jack's 
coming  into  his  inheritance  deju'nded  upon  our 
having  one.  You  sec.  it  wasn't  the  money  I  cared 
about  -indeed  it  wasn't;  but  I  knew  how  bitterly 
disapjiointed  Jack  wc/uld  be,  and " 

"Wait!  Let  me  ask  sometlnng  else.  IVlien  did 
yea  accomplish  yotir  deception?" 
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-Oh.  it  ua,s,,,,itir,j|K  ,i,n|,l,.-  .|,.„.|^  ,,,.,^1  ,„,„,,.  ,,, 
Nru  '^.irk  l.cl'or.'  I  .•umplcfcl  niy  vImI  to  ymi  i:, 
i:n,i;!:,n.|,  ;ui<l  mh.i,  ;iI(,t.  yoii  will  nT,„-nilMT.  you  ni.l 
>..iir  lmJ,aii.l  wrn-  callci  away  xi.i.l.-r.ly  (,,  In,|ia. 
It  u,-is  ll„"n  that  1  ,li,|  it.  T'„-  upimrtiinily  was  prr- 
i"<'<'t,  and  I  lia(i  Ixvii  walcliin^  for  such  a  cliaiK  .«  ..v.-r 
MiKv  I  ha.i  known  how  iiM|)orlant  our  havini^  a  diiid 
was  in  Jack's  eyes." 

■'Why   (lid  you   not   confido  in  him?"  a^ked   l.adv 
iiylliary  witii  |.,t  (•u>toniary  directness. 

Tor  tuo  n  iM.n-;.-  replied  Adeic.      "First.  I„.cau..' 

I    was  afniid   he  wouldn't  care  for  me  so  nnich   if  he 

knew    til.-    trutlr.    and,    second.    I    wanted    to   hear   all 

'•'■'■nc    and    le-al    r.-sponsil.ilily    in    case    any    troul.le 

came  of  the  deception." 

I-.idy  Iiylliary  ^mvc  her  sister  a  sympathetic  ^dr.nce. 
■•md  t!i(>n,  slitfcni,-  sn.id-nly.  walked  to  l!,e  uin.jnw 
■Kid,  lookin-  out.  sai.l  in  a  (,ueer.  Mnollicivd  -.,,rl 
iif  voice. 

"\ow  tell  me  ahout  Harhara  -  our  si^t'-r  R.irliara. 
Vol!  know  [  was  alwa.vs  very  fond  of  1i,t.  and  I  wouM 
have  kept  in  touch  with  her  if  I  couki  |,;,v,.  i,,„,,,i 
h'-r-  .'sen  after  father  disowned  her  on  I.ash..', 
iu:count." 
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"It   \\  I-   wilhiii  ;i   I'.nv  miles  of  your  own  \u>um'  in 
Warwick^liire    tlnl     1    I'oiuKi    hn ,"    aiisuorcd    Adclc. 
"I  li;iil   l)i-(ii  out    riding  Uy   rnyscll    lud   u;i.    walking 
tiiy  liMiM'  di.vvii  ;t  littlr  l)ridle  liUK-  wlini  I  licard  erics 
fruiu    MWM.'    woman,    ovidcnlly    ui    ^n-di    .iivtrr,^.      | 
<li.smouulf(|   ii>  :;„  and  ><t  what   lli(>  troiihlc  ua^.  and 
there  in  a  ;:ri)Ve  I  fame  upon  ||h'  remains  of  a  iiyp^v 
<-am|..       Oh.   '.!,,nef       II      uas     such      a      miser. 1,1c 
I)Iaee'       \Vith<,nt       <-ven       the      ordinary      de(cneie> 
'if    exisleiier.    and     tliere     was     our     poor     Harliara. 
'"        ;  ililuily     III.       I    was    frantic,    a.s   y»ni    can    im- 
ii^;ine.     lo;-     I    am    so   stupidly     ignorant    ahoul    sick- 
ness.       Hy    and    iiy.     IIioukIi.    an      old      gyp.sy      wo- 
man   came,    and    tin-    litll,.     Harhara    -  my  "Harhnra 
was  horn." 

Lady  Hyliiary  made  a  (pieer  noise  which   it   would 
l»e  dillicult  to  class  anrl  said: 
"Well?- 

"Our  sistfT  died."  >aid  .Vdele  slowly,  "and  I  took 
the  bahy  with  me  theti  and  there." 
"And  r.asho?" 

"Lasho  did  not  e\(>n  suspeet  the  eliild's  existopoe, 
for  he  had  .lesei-trd  his  wife,"  .si^d  .Wcle.  "He  has 
always  thought  IJarhara  mine." 
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IN     SEARCH     OF    ARCADY 

"Did  L"  '.rfiara  —  our  sislcr,  1  mean  —  suy  any- 
thing?" a>ke(l  Lady  llylliary. 

"Nolliin.i,'  c(jluTcnt/"  said  Adole.  "Slic  l.ahhk'd 
about  a  inaplr  t-.vio-  with  a  hrukrn  leaf,  and  of  nctliing 
<ds('.  ]  caimot  think  what  she  meant,  hut  in  lu-r 
"icliriuni  sfie  begged  Lasho  to  see  it." 

Lady  Hyliiary  threw  back  her  liead  sharply,  and 
nianuured    something     which     the     other     did     not 


near. 


"But,  Oh.  Janet!"  exchiiiu.-d  Mrs.  ("hiehestrr  miser- 
ably, "can't  you  lielp  me  to  find  Jack,  and  to  .\\j)lain 
it  all  to  him.^  I  shall  r//V  if  I  don't  clear  uj)  this  horri- 
ble idea  he  has.  I  ha\e  been  wicked  jbout  it  all,  but 
I  am  not  so  bad  as  that !" 

Lady  llylliary  routed  herseli'  with  an  efl'ort,  and 
^le|)piI!g  tu  the  porlitTes  which  divided  the  njom  from 
ilif  iiext  one  j)ulled  tiiem  aside,  and  John  ("hiche.ster 
entered.      Lady  llylliary  left  them  together. 

"  Jaik!  cried  Adele  in  anuuement.  Then  entrcut- 
ingly,  "Oh,  Jack!" 

"I'oor  little  wife,"  he  said  tenderly,  and  look  her 
in  his  arms. 

And  it  was  thus  that  Lady  Hyliiary  and  .>^amuel 
Prescoit   fonn.l   them,   uheii,  half  an  iiour  later,  the\ 
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l)iirst    into   the   roon 


1    iiiiannounccd.     In    1 


ii-«   ;ii)\i('t\- 


10  Social 
lit   (( 


about  tlio  long  and  striing(>Iy  iihscnt  Cecil,  tl 
!-t  had  taken  a  train  for  New  York,  going  sti 
Lady  Ilylliary'.s  hotek  Wlieri  they  niack-  tlicir 
appearance  both  were  loo  excited  to  admit  of  Uhmp 
commenting  upon  the  sentimental  situation  in  wiiieh 
they  found  Jack  and  Adele 

"What  do  you  think!'"  cried  Janet.  "Mr.  Prescof  I 
is  going  to  get  five  thousand  Socialists  to  bring  th.-ir 
wives  to  a  great  meeting  .so  tiiat  I  can  address  them! 

It  will  do  more " 

"We  will  erect  u  tent  for  the  purpose  on  ray 
farm,"   broke  in  Preseott,  "so   that  the  people   can 

be  accom " 

"Is  that  what  you  have  rushed  in  so  breathlessly 
to  tell  us.»"  asked  Chichester,  laughing. 

"Why  no!"  exclaimed  his  sister-in-law,  stopping 
short  in  the  midst  of  her  ent!ui>iasm,  as  one  who 
suddenly  recollects  something  importaTit.  "Of  (((urse 
Ihal's  not  what  we  came  for,  but  this  idea  occurrerl 
to  us,  and  we  almost  forgot  the  real  news.  We  came 
to  bring  this —  I  have  jn>t  received  it."  She  held 
up  a  telegram.  "I'll  make  no  comment  upon  it, 
Vou  read  it  yourselves." 

f3.33j 


IX     S'  AK(   11     OF     ARCADV 

Sh.'  h;MM|,..|  the  n.i.siv(-  1,,  ( •l,i.'li(->ter,  who  spread 
it  upun  (he  tabic  uud  lugothr.T  he  and  Ad.Ie  n>a<l  as 
follows: 

,p     ,  ,,  Lf.e.  Mass.,  July  4. 

lo  Ladv  IIvlliary, 

Uu\r\  HIank,  N.  Y. 

IJarhara  safe  with  tne.  Caught  after  a  ion^  rliase.  We 
will  celebrate  the  date  fiftinijiy.      better  follows. 

Cecil. 

"Thank  heaven!"  said  Chichester  solemnly,  and 
his  wife  eehoed  his  words. 

"  But  I  wonder  just  what  he  means  b>  celebrating" 
mused  the  sharp-witted  Lady  I^dliary. 
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LIKE  CHAPTER   I.  REFERS  TO  ^LUmEV(;E 

AS  CECIL   will,   his  pn-cious  ia.ly  in  }us  arm. 
:q'proa<he.l  tlu-  liousr  iM.rn,,n  to  l.,„k  ,„,„•,■ 
=^■'•1    "I'T.-   t-uniliar.   an. I   w!,,.,.    hr  ruun.|...| 
t'H.hrdK<>  and  saw  tlH-  whit,.  pickH    i-n.-  an.i   ri.,fc>u,s 

•na^sofilouvr,,  tin-laslu.  uas,  I,..  ,vc-,.anizr.lit  uiti, 
■■'  ^l-„t  <.f  d...,  TIh...  l.n.a.i  MuM.-..  a„<)  ll,is  pom- 
<"v..rc.l  ixuvh,  Ituw  .h..|I-(>oni..ml  pall,,  an.l  !,...- 
I"!al>]y  op.M,  .!„or.s  i.lontifi.-,!  it  al  ..n.v  as  th,-  h,,,,,,- 
"*'  those  wi,|..!,v  n.n..ui„.,i  nrna,.u-nts  of  the  Drama! ic 
Art,  Mr.  and  M,-,   Lcurll,.,,   iJ.   IVotlu-roc! 

Karl.v  a.  it  ua..  Ihr  n,„„i  ^ui,.  j,^.^^,.],.  ^^.^^^  ^^,^^.^^^j,^^ 
I"  111*,  uardcn,  l.uMly  .■riKa-c-.i  i>,  rcpairii.n  th..  rava-Js 
'-'■  Hk.  storm.  The  mari-<,M,  an.l  tiir  j...!  nnias  di 
lay  -n.u-lling  on  fhr  earth,  tlu-ir  strip,..!  cip.  hlh-.i 
uilh  sand.  The  toruh.r  ruffl..s  „f  h„llyh..rk  an.l  nas- 
"i'liuni  uerc  lorn  aid  hedra-dnl.  a.ul  a  xvh„i,.  mw 
"I'  lair  hyacinths  had  i.i,.u„  over  and  hiy  amon^   the 

f.'J.-wi 
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friigmeiits  of  their  c;irthe'i  <li>lic>.  K\rii  lln-  t-arly 
blossoni.s  of  the  r;iiiil)i(T  r(i^<'  were  iii,iltt'<l  logcllicr 
with  rain,  aial  the  ImllvV  foriii  of  tiicir  jiri--i(iiii,u  ^fiiiiis 
wji'-  at  I  hi>  nioiiiciil  liosvcd  (>\  cr  a  hcil  of  veiling'  jiladiolis 
\\lii<h  >h«'  was  >cttiri^  to  rights  with  her  <lrlicalt',  deli- 
nit  r  toinh.  j)at  tiiiii;  the  earth  around  cacli  re.-ctied  phiiil 
with  a  vii;o,ir  wliieli  seeiiu'd  lo  r<'l)rove  its  careless- 
ness ill  alk)witig  such  ace'dent  ~  to  <h(ui'.  Her  lirowii 
<lress  of  linsey-U(iolsey.  >er\'ie(al>l.'  and  Io\'ely  of 
rolowr,  liaMooned  ahont  her  as  ^he  stooped,  and  al)o\'e 
her  hroad  white  eolhir  and  r(tsy  fact*  spread  a  snowy 
sunhonnel,  as  -jarclied  and  frilled  as  the  \'cry  niorning 
itself. 

"M}'  dear  lady,""  reriiark("(l  ("I'cil,  conversalionally, 
"it  i-"  rather  an  unusual  hour  for  payinu  a  call,  lui 
awari-        \<\\\  may  we  couie  in,  informally?" 

At  the  --oiind  of  his  voit'O  she  an)S('  with  somo 
diffiiulty  and  turned  about,  her  face  very  {)ink  from 
the  elfoit  the  action  cost  her;  and  whi'U  she  ('aui^hl 
si-hl  of  hi-  rairiicd  liiiure,  with  its  pathetic  burden, 
up  wfut  her  h;inils  in  their  huiiC,  yellow  uardeninir 
gloves,  and  for  a  moment  she  could  only  gas])  for 
astoi'.i-hnienl. 

"Laiuls    sake,    dear!"    -he    managed    lo    ejaculate 


la'.f 
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"  "A(//a/  ,v  .sY//,v.v.  (Irar!'  she  itnuituial   to  cjiiciihi/c   at 
Icuyf/i.     -Wlml  has  liappciicd  '^'  " 


UKIKUS      I  ()     M  AI{  II  I  \(iK 

;ll     Irliu'lll.  ,'li;il     lia>    ll;il)|)ciic(l  ?       lia-     IIkTO    !)r(Mi 

a  1.      II.,-?" 

"  «.!'  a  kind,"  lie  a^-ciilcd.  '"Am!  I.olli  Iirrr  i> 
iit'crly   \V()n\  nut        May   I  put   licr  in  ymir  can'!"'" 

'■'riic  pour  cliildl"  (lied  Mr-.  I'lol  licroe,  wadilliii^ 
ti'  the  ;.'atc  as  I'a-t  a-  In-  ciiiild.  an  I  u|ii'!iiii:^  il  fur 
liiiii.  "  \N  luTi'  wa-  it  ?  I.a-I  iiiulil!'  0!i.  iii;.  I)i-aiiia- 
lic  Siiiil,  how  awful  I" 

Tlu'  sound  of  voices  had  <'\idciitly  dislurlx'd  Mr. 
I'rolluToe,  who  ua>  not  .set  arix'ii,  for  he  i>u!  hi-  lirad 
(in  an  ol(i-fashiotH"<i  niuhlcap)  oul  of  an  u|>pcr  wiralow 
and,  just  as  the  t hrrc  liclow  were  cnl'Tii!^'  llir  jiori  li. 
dt'inandod  in  his  nio-l   l*cik-nillian  tonrs: 

"What  un-conily  di-lur'iancc  i-  this?" 

lie  Io()kc<l  very  im!)rc--ivc  and  -olcnin  in  spite  of 
tlic  nightcap,  and  hi-  wife  x'cnicd  to  feci  that  an 
explanation  wa>  due  him.  for  she  replied  as  she  hu-tk'd 
( 'ceil  witli  his  fair  ehar;ic  throuijii  Uie  <looi  : 

"It  is  youti!,'  Fit/.-Willianis,  our  admirer,  Mr.  IVo- 
tlieroo,  and  the  peddler  fxirl,  all  handajjed  U[i.  There 
has  heen  a  hattle  and  I  don't  know  what  not  I  Come 
ri^^ht  down  and  go  for  the  doctor  and  the  police!" 

"A  l)attle!"  c|Uoth  her  lesser  lia.If,  {)ullin.i,'  a  loni.' 
face    andi    elevatinii'    hi-    eyei.rows    alarmingly    in    the 
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■'"Urpriso"  fxpn-ssiuu  uliicli  lie  was  wniil  In  n-c  of 
uld.  "Surely  there  is  no  uur?  iJut  luetiiinks  1  did 
licar  :i  ruinhling  as  of  cunnon  in  l!ie  night!  I  will 
descend  us  soon  as  I  ;iin  .iiiiwirellrd." 

I  fere  lie  willidrt'^'.  I  he  iiiLdilcai)  and  Nuni^licil  irit<< 
llic  privacy'  ot  hi-  ••JianilxT.  Mr.  I*r(.t  licruc,  he  it 
iiolfd.  lia<l  -]r\)\  -diindly  tliroii^Ii  llic  ni-lit,  and  wlicii 
lie  s|Hiki'  (if  cannon,  doiilfllc-'-  !ir  rf  fcrrcd  lo  the  tlnm- 
d(T  of  I  he  lica\  (ar^  v.  iiii  li  had  only  piirl  iall\  pcnct  latcd 
llii    d<'|)lli^  of  In-.  ^-Innilicr-. 

(fiij  carried  i  he  -h-cping  girl  up  the  hroad,  -liallou- 
-lair-,  iiilo  a  wide  room  o\-erlookin:i'  llie  >unlit  mea- 
dow ~,  and  laid  iier  teiaieriv'  npon  a  ,L;re;d  lied  with 
car\'ed  po-l-  aiid  a  flowcreil  canopy.  The  jieace 
ami  order  of  the  place,  with  it>  (plaint  furniture  and 
■-potle-^  iiicelx,  made  tin-  [)a>l  hours  ^eem  an  impos- 
^ilile  unrea!il\.  The  e\-aelres>  hurtled  ahout  .^olii  i- 
ton-ly.  asking  inmnnerahle  (pieslion-  without  waiting 
for  a  reply,  ami  linall\'  turiieil  him  out  of  the  room 
will)  [he  injunction  lo  "(ind  Mr.  I'rotlierije,  dear,  and 
get  (iry  clothe^  from  him."  \\  hieh  order  he  i)roi!iptly 
olieyed,  caleliing  a  tdinip-e  of  a  scarred  and  liaggard 
eouidenance  in  a  mirror  a>  he  })assed,  and  not  recog- 
nizing it  as  himself  until  after  lie  had  gone  by. 


I{i;ii;|{^     TO     M  AIJRfACK 

Mlllf  ;in    hour   !.il,r-.  sluivcd.  li;,lllr,j,  l.rpl  i.|,.,-,.,j,  ,.,,|,| 

bedcckc.l    in    mi    jniiinl    iiroadclut  li    suit,  sol'i    ^.loek 
and    llouriv.i   w.ii.t  -oil    hdotmin^   t,;   Mr.   I 'roth, roe's 
colk'clioi!  of  co.stuiiU's  (he  h.id  Ixm  iirmhie  to  <^i-\  int.. 
that  goiitIciii;iir>  ii.irro\v--liuiil(|rir,|.  niodcni  riotlii-s). 
Cecil,  alter  having  sciil  nil  his  Iclciirani  lo  L,nK    l|\|. 
liary,  .sat    down   In  an  aina/ingly  good    l.ival<fas|    .villi 
his  kind  hosts  and  ga\c  llicni  an  acrounl  of  hi,  adven- 
tures since  h(>  saw    Mm  ui   la>(,    lo  wliidi    lhry   li^lcucd 
witJi   all   the    keenness  uf   IIiom-  to  vvhoi!i   a  dranialic 
situation  i-  as  nical    and   drink,     'i'licy  could   not  sav 
enough   to  (■\|)r(->s  th.ii-  ania/cni.-iit   .lud  intcn'sl.  nor 
show  him   snfficient,  solicitude,   plying  hia.    uith   foo.j 
and   cheer  and   oIT.ts  of   their   MTvi.e.      And,   indeed, 
the  quaint   clolhes  and  heroic  pMIor.  accenlnal-d  I.y 
the  plaster  on  hi.  cheek,  l.ecarne  him  uell,  mid  satis- 
fied their  sense  of  the  fitness  of  his  narrative      Only 
one  fact  he  suppressed  for  fear  of  spoiling  the  f..oling 
on  which  they  aeceple.l  him:  and   that   uas  his  own 
real  identity.      When  they  aro.se  from  tal.Ie  he  made 
particular   inquiry   al^ont    I.olli  -  had    he   not    better 
go  for  a  physician  at  once.' 

"Not  at  all,  dear,-  sa'd  t'..-  fat  old  lady.     "She'll 
be  all   right   without  -  only  tired,  poor  binl.  ah<l  3. 
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scruU'h  on  Iter  f.rctty  uliit(>  ><  iilp.     Slir's  awako  rimv, 
atnl  Vdii  may  pi  ii|i  Inr  a  iimiin-iil  it'  \oii  ui-,li." 

"Iinlcf(i,  I  (In  \\i>li.""  Iir  clii'ij,  uilli  >H(||  li.Mrlilir->> 
I  liat  >iu'  laii;;liri|  :il   liirn. 

\N  iicti  sjir  ll.nl  It'll  liilll  In  lilt-  fluor  -lif  rcl  liriicij  in 
licr  liii-l)aiiil,  v%li()  wa^  --illiii;,'  in  llic  >iiti^liiiii'  nn  llif 
liillc  pure  li.  Willi  ,1  lia|>|)y  >i;^li  >lic  -calcil  litT>rll' 
lic-idc  him  ami  --picad  Inr  while  apnui  ■^moulh.  Out 
ill  llif  uanlcii  ihf  lldwciN  were  >t  iMi;^lilciiiii;j;  llicm- 
-<hc>  ;;:illaiil  ly,  aihj  llic  dcu  \\a^  ilniii;^'  la-l.  No 
■-uiiml  (i|  111"'  iialidii'^  iiiii-y  h  iliday  rfachcd  tlii^  tjuicl 
foi'iicr  'if  ihc  world. 

'■|^  the  yuuiij4  hero  with  lii>  lady?"  asked  the  old 
man. 

"^(-.  I  hey  are  loucther,"  .-he  aiHwered  ,>oftly. 

'Muiiriiey-  end  in  lovers'  nieiliiiL'/'  li(>  qiinled.  In 
hi-  yoiini^er  da,\s  \.r\v  Prollierne  had  a-[)lnvl  lo 
Sliake-()earian  role-,  Im!  fate  had  decreed  otherwi-e. 

Mr-.  I'rollieroe  -lipped  a  plump  pink  hand  into  her 
lin-liainl  -  thin  yellow  one,  and  :.';i\'e  aiadla-r  liappv 
.-igli  wliieli  -welleil  the  hrown  lin-ey-wool-ey  ho-om 
of  her  l;()w n  ahirmini;ly. 

"\\hat  a  pretty  worM  it  i-.'"  -Ih'  miirmiireil  in  her 
mellow  voire.      "What  a  rrri/  pretty  world!" 


In 
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For  a  V.  Iiilr  Uu>y  sat  au,  liaiid  in  luiml,  Nilciilly.  U«»w 
goMt-n  tlif  >iii:li;4lit  u;i>'  A  |m,||.ii -.'n^ly  lii'i-  liooiiied 
jiinon;^  llic  riinil)l<T>,  and  nn  llir  ;^cnllr  I'lfc/r  cuine  u 
>wi'cl  wliiir  of  u.irni  ini^numl  Ir.  'I'licn  Ihr  (|nainll\- 
clot  I  MM  I  li^nrc  1)1'  ( 'fcil  a|i|ii'.iri(|  in  \\\,-  duoi  \\a\  .  1 1  j^ 
eye.-'  were  ali-lil  and  In-  (ticcl-.-  -ii^liil.\  lln-lird.  \l, 
was  a  f^oodly  >i^ld. 

"  !■>  I  here  anytiiin^  I  (■.•■•i  do  fnr  .\  dii,  -.Ii?"  ask'-d  Mr 
I'mt  lnToc,  in\(>lnnt;iril\  . 

"\  ••--."'    rf|)licd    (C(il    >niilin^'.      "Will    noii    please 
-ln)U'  rnc  where  tlie  parxm  li\-es?'* 
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Joyce  of  the 
North  Woods 

By 

HARRIET  T.  COMSTOCK 


Ir  IS  up  in  an  isolated  North 
Woods     village     that      the 
story  of  Joyce  Biikdaleand 
John     C.ston    unrolls     itself. 
Joyce,  inar-ied   by    her  father 
to  d  diuiiKcn  rascal,  awakens 
to    real    woinanhood    in     the 
realizatio-    flint  she  loves  Gas- 
ton.    One    night   in    terror  of 
her  life,  she  llees  to  his  cabin 
for     protection        and     stays 
there,  to    the  scandal    of  the 
•simple  conununity,  but  to  the 
rei^eneration  of  Gaston,  who 
treats  her  as  his  sister.     The 
way    in    which     this     tangled 
relation  evolves  into  triumph- 
ant  hapjiiness  is  a    profound 
study  of  the  human  heart  rnd 
its  aspirations. 
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riicir  elforts,  a>  pioneer-  of  kindu^uai  ten  woik.  the  lovt'  and 
admiration  in  wiiii  h  their  \vurl.>  are  held  U^-  all  yjun.cr  pcc^ple, 
|)ro\e  them  to  1;.-  in  full  >yn,patliy  wiiji  this  ui'ii'iut^piece  of 
work.  Slorie.s  and  poems  so  admirably  -eacted,  cannot  tl.(  n 
but  .sow  the  sced>  of  a  real  iiurar>  i  nil  ure,  which  niu>t  be 
cnKHira^'cd  in  childhood  if  it  i>'e\cr  to  e\erci-.e 
inlluenn'  in  life. 


r<a! 


€1  Strong  bindint^s,  large,  legible   type,  and    bright  cover.s. 


PINAFORE  PALACE.  A 
Book  of  Rhymes  for  the  Nursery. 

I  111-  i  .  ilc-if^ncd  I'jr  llic  very  >iiii:,^ 
c>t    LJiildrcn.    to  be  read   :  lend    to 
llicm  nither  tlian  f-ir  tncni  to  read 
tlunisclvo,     $1.50. 

THE  POSY  RING.  A  Boo.k  of 
Verse  for  Youth.  (  .ini.iin^  ,,nly 
.short  [locni-,  -iiiipK'  in  Iiinijir'Bc  and 
scnlimeiU.      \.'i,   $1.25.      (i'.-,la^'i' 

IJC.) 

GOLDEN  NUMBERS.    A  Book 

of  Verse  for  Vi,u;h.     (' f  it., 

best  antiiolo^'ies  >,f  tin-  Krcat   ("uni- 
oi    the    masters   ever    [)rci):ircd    for 
(.liildrcn,  and  vounp  [K-oplc.      \cl 
$2.00.      d'osta-e  17.) 

THE  FAIRY  RING.  A  First 
Fairy  Book.  Tlii^  ],■)•■[:  (.„;tains 
tile  \er>-  pu  k  of  (irinini.  AiiderMin, 
Jo  eph  Jacobs  and  Dasent;  and  ail 
otlier  sources  (>f  fairy  iiteralure  Iiave 
lieen  wi'll  sifted.  N'ew  and  attract- 
ively illustrated  edition.     32  black 


.i:'.il     wliile     (ir  ■•.■  i;  ::-     l.\      i..     .M 
.M  iKiii>try      .W-i,  ;j:.125.     ii',.-i 

..u'l.'  1  -'( . ) 

MAGir  CASFMENTS.  A 
Second  Fairy  Eotk.  i  ii(..-c  stories 
are  >oru\v!i  it  lor;^iT;:nd  more  el  b- 
cr.tte,  and  are  di.  vvn  from  il;e 
literal  are  of  ;  !nio-|  <  v(t\-  nation  in 
the  \;orl,L      $1.;,0. 

TALES  OF  LAUGHTER.  A 
Third  Fairy  Book  .\  nio>l  iiii 
usual  book  \\liii_'ii  conl.iins  amu.drg 
.-lories  from  old  Celtic,  ^-'candii^a- 
vian,  Kus.-ian,  Indian,  Cliiiu-i'  a  .1 
ni  an-  other  sources      $1.50. 

TALES  OF  WONDER.  A 
Fourth  Fairy  Book.  1  he  preal 
feature  of  llii-  solntr.e  lie-  in  i;- 
departuru  from  tiic  beaa-n  trail- 
comprising  as  it  does  (l.-.'.\'lUlal 
storie.s,  amoni;  man'-  .niier-.  froni 
I'eisian,  Jap.i'-  -e,  Chinese,  and 
(Jaelic  t-.'.r-.  I-'ixed  price,  $1.50. 
fP.'.aaKC  i.sc) 


DOUBLED  AY,  PAGE   &  COMPANY 


